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PRE SIDENT'SMESSAGE

Dear c;eore;e,
No doubt all of us are following closely the course of the
war with Iraq, and especially so since the Allies are resorting
heavily to air power. As high technology equipment is obviously
playing a major role in this conflict we are fortunate that
the efforts of American industry to develop much of it were not
frustrated by anti-military critics. Let us hope that peace can
be achieved soon.
It has been interesting to note the recent revival of a
number of old war films, including Twelve O'Clock High and Memphis
Belle. After seeing the latter our grandson, Tayloii wanted to
know how anyone could have survived that "black flak 11
You may have noted recently the obituary of John C. Morgan,
a B-17 co-pilot awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for
heroism in a raid over Germany in the sµm.mer of 1943. "Red"
Morgan ended up later on in my prison camp, Stalag Luft I, after
having been shot down over Berlin. He lived in our camp's North
Compound, the same one as Ninety Niner Charlie Bilharz, who saw
him frequently. I met Red when he visited his pilot in South
Compound, Major Fred Rabo, a neighbor of mine in Bartacxs 14.
•
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Activities forthe Albuquerque Reunion commencing in May
have been included in the latest copy of Newsletter, We salute
Bernie Barr and his associates for putting together such a broad
and innovative program. Now is the time to fill out the Application
and to mail it with your check to Walter Butler. Don't forget to
attend to your room reservation personally,
See you in May

29 January 1991
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Dear George;
Just received information that may lead to finding an old 99'er who twice
had to bail out and twice walked through enemy lines back. I hope someone
remembers who our man was.
Early in 1944, I believe sometime in March, a Navigator spoke for us in
the 346th Squadron. He had been shot down a number of months prior and
it had taken quite a long time for him to make his way back. He had rea
lly been through a hefty questioning from our Intelligence which he re
ferred to a number of times while he spoke to us. The objective was to
help us get back if we happened to find the need to bail out.
His second bail out and walk back came as a Navigator in a C-47 in the
322nd Troop Carrier Squadron, 14th Air Force located at Kunming, China.
He arrived there in January of 1945 and returned to the States April 15,
1945 only three months after joining that Squadron. This man's name is
Satiris G. Fassoulis, 0-744841, SSN 1034 (navigator).
The history in China records relates that he'd bailed out over northern
Italy from a Bomber Grou�, that he could speak fluent Italian and that
over a number of months had made his way back through enemy lines.
My thoughts are that if this happened to be the same guy (the timing is
right), what a heck of a story this would make, and if he could be found,
this has the possibilities of being a "hard to top this" type of story.
The 322nd TCS has not found him either.
�nc:rely;
.,.,--s/6'f?c. Kennev
V950 McDougall
Lander, Wy.82520

PS: Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent to our Supreme Court Justices from
Harold Ira Turner which might be of interest to the Group.

Letters
HELLO GEORGE!!!The summer of 1944 was very eventful for me and the 99th Bomb Group.
had just arrived in late May and was assigned to become the Squadron Commander of 416th
Bomb Squadron when John Morris completed his tour. My first combat mission was as co
pilot to Morris on the shuttle run to Russia. I became the CO on the return 11 June 1944. My
first Group lead was to Sete Oil Refinery a couple of days later. By the first of July I had
completed 12 combat missions. Col Lauer called me up to his office and during our
conversation he asked me how many missions I had flown in June. I told him I had flown
12--"Bernie don't fly so often because you will not go home before I do!" It was about this
time that he returned to the USA for rest, etc. and Col Myers was assigned as commander.
After a few days as CO he decided to fly a mission and as a gung ho qualified group leader I
volunteered to fly as his co-pilot and check him out to be a group leader. Our mission was to
be PLOESTI. About an hour out, en route to our target he said that we had to return. I said
"Col there is nothing wrong with the airplane and we should not return."
He, being the
commander, returned to the base. I was very upset and called Col John Ryan the 5th wing
operations officer and reported what had happened. A day later, Col Myers was gone and in a
couple of days a Col Glassford came down to be our CO. He flew his first mission with Al
Schroeder's squadron and some how or another he went down into the navigators and
bombardiers nose hatch and got them so upset that the mission became a fiasco!!! He too
was gone in a couple of days after I called Col Ryan again. Lt Col James Barnett took over as
Group CO. I was moved up to become the Deputy CO and remained until Col Lauer returned
in Sept. and resumed command and i became the Group Operations Officer and remained until
I completed my 50th mission with the 99th on Dec. 28, 1944. I had flown a tour in the South
West Pacific before, so that was my 100th combat mission in B--17s. It is very unusual that
command changes this often, but that was the way it was as I saw it!!!! And I was there!!!
Col Lauer completed his 50th on the 26th Dec. so he was right. I did not get home before he
did. Col Ray Schwanbeck came in about the first of Jan and assumed command and
He is still active as one of
remained the last commander of the 99th Bomb Group.
our members.
Bernie Barr
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29 October 1990
Dear George -Am enclosing the latest list of 99th planes. You have probably already
suspected that I have a new printer. Fin.ally broke down and bought a Laser
Printer. They will do wonderful things and I like it a lot. only use my
dot matrix printers for rough drafts, etc. now.
I have been exchanging letters with Steve Birdsall for some time now.
He gave me a few names of the Gs which we had to send to the 2nd before we
swiped all those Gs from the 483rd. You will note that I have included the
MACR number of those planes MIA on which a MACR was issued. They informed me
at the Archives that MACR reporting didn't start until about May 43. The units
who lost planes prior to that time were supposed to submit MACRs in order to
catch up. Not all of them did. Between us, we have also been able to figure
out a few more names of 99th planes. He uses my research coupled .with his
technical knowledge to identify new ones.

Dear George;
I am working on a project for our annual Crew Reunion, and as the
Historian of the Group Historical Society, you may be the man to help me.
I would like an aerial photograph or even just a layout of the Group
area at Tortorella. If such a thing exists and you can send me a copy,
I would be in your debtfor life.
I am still trying to get to one of the Group Reunions so I can meet
all of you characters.
Thank you for any help.
Charlie Kinkead,

9356 Chase St., Spring Hill FL 34606

Dear Charlie;
I have not been able to locate such a map, but I will keep looking.
Ole Snort, ourfamily hog, got into the 99th files, maybe that is the problem.
I\
george
best

P.
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I have had quite a few letters from some of the fellows concerning the
planes that they flew. Some have requested a complete list of planes. I have
sent them one 'gratis' although they offered to pay. What's a buck or two to
me at this stage of my life.

Dear

It looks like this list is about as good as I can do with the information
I have at present. When you publish it, I think it would be a good idea if
somewhere in there you put some type of statement to contact me for further
or additional information. That is if you don't want to get swamped. I am
sure it will create many questions. I have used archives and 99th Hist. Soc.
sources for spellings, etc. On the lists I give away, I have my printer do
both sides of the page. I think you could more easily handle the pages if they
were only printed on one side.

The problem has been that Dick has compiled so much information
that it s imply would not go into one issue, and by the time I have gotten
set to print Dick has extended and revised the list.

How is the history of the 99th coming with Squadron Signal? If at all
possible, I would like to borrow some of the pix of 99th planes or the
negatives [to get some copies made) if you have them before you return them to
their owners. I would like some to go with this list which my two sons will
eventually get. Would that be possible?
The 2nd BG now has a memorial at the AF Museum. I believe they are going
to dedicate it next year sometime. It is bigger than ours and has all kinds
of 'bragging' on it. All this topped off with a bronze eagle which sort of
looks like a seagull.
Had a letter from Jake Grimm and he sent me a pix (xerox) copy of 25818
which we had been calling Crappy. Turns out the name is Scrappy. The
name is very clear on the copy I have.
Just got back from my six month checkup and Dr. Feelgood gave me another
six months. At least he said he expected me back then.
re�ds,
Dick�

r

.:>

Howard;

I will try to arrange with Dick to publish his lists. It must
be a serial effort, but it is high time that we got it into print.

It may be November before anything shows up in the newsletter.
Meanwhile Dick may be reached at:
Richard E. Drain
Box 664
Westcliffe CO 8 1252
With best wishes,
george

12th December 1990

Dear Mr. Coen,
to me.
Thank you very much for your sending newsletters of 99th Bomb Group
part in WW Two
1 have an idea to write the article about members of USAAF who took
ents.. Mr. Coen, can you
and were descendants of Czech and Slovak parents and grandpar
.
tter. D1d Some "Czech" and
send me some addressees where I will find the help about th1s ma
"Slovaks" serve with 99th Bomb Group?
I hope you can help me in this matter. Awaiting your reply.
Yours sincerely

Tomas POLAK
Sidliste Beskydske 1198
744 01 FRENSTAT P.R.
Czechoslovakia
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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY NINTH BO�BARDMENT GROUP (H) ARMY AIR FORCES
Office of the Group Commander
APO 520
7 July 1944
SUBJECT:
TO:
1.

Roster of Personnel
Commanding General, Fifteenth Air Force, APO 520
Roster of personnel, members of this command on 23 April 1943:

NAME
Lauer, Ford J.
Barnett, James A.
Hampton, William M.
Semans, Lawrence S.
Christensen, John A.
Fairbanks, Vernon E.
Gray, Ellis H.
Koehne, Frederick D.
Barnes, Phillip J.
Bryant, Ernest D.
Cronk, Roderick N.
Davis, Dent C., Jr.
Dickman, Robert W.
Hess, Samuel B.
Jacobs, Russell T.
Jones, Benjamin W.
murphy, James E.
Philips, Philip M.
Sarosy, John A.
Sweeny, Philip J., Jr.
Thomas, David A.
Trent, George D.
Warren, Wayne W.
Whitlock, Harold T.
Criss, George J.
Mullis, Kenneth M.
Weidner, Kenneth V.
Nero, Daniel V.
Fogle, Robert A.
Webb, Richard H.
Freiwald, Lawrence M.
Gordon, Ria (NMI)
Hansen, Palmer H.
Mahar, Richard J.
Simon, Alfred G.
Brink, William J., Jr.
Chancellor, John N., Jr.
Deslover, Donald M.
Freeman, Elmer C.
Freer, Frank C.
Hendrickson, Edward M.
Love, George T.

RANK
�
Lt Col
Lt Col
Lt Col
Major
Major
Major
Major
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
1st Lt
1st Lt
1st Lt
2nd Lt
WO (j.g;)
WO {j.g.)
M/Sgt
M/Sgt
M/Sgt
M/Sgt
M/Sgt
T/Sgt
T/Sgt
T/Sgt
T/Sgt
T/Sgt
T/Sgt
T/Sgt

ASN
0-17048
0-373797
0-262745
0-286984
0-1699316
0-486892
0-911194
0-420946
0-912632
0-665988
0-430897
0-854964
0-436413
0-2055375
0-729866
0-790248
0-419299
0-917863
0-561978
0-562170
0-922570
0-566938
0-492834
0-910478
0-649317
0-566275
0-1549631
0-924187
W-2119073
W-2119066
14024007
12006025
7030136
16052214
16028869
35350365
38020876
16043632
32225335
39083221
7022500
33171336

Parris, Roy C.
Schuh, Charles W.
Smith, Robert J.
Cormia Keith C.
Crater, Winfield J.
Czaja, Felix E.
Gilbert, Frederick D.H.
Michelsen, Rollin W.
Palmese, Phillip (NMI)
Rabaut, John C.
Shapiro, Max (NMI)
Sheffield, James A.
Spry, Jesse A.
Thrower, Hilery L.
Whitmore, James H.
Demory, John (NMI)
Fletcher, Walter S.
Koch, Richard S.
Medici, Frank J.
Rouse, jack V.
Stout, Milton C.
Taylor, Virgil M.
Whitmore, Harold J.
Apt, Seymour (NMI)
Bartlett, James L.
Beatty, Lee F.
Dale, Joyce L.
Febesh, Abe (NMI)
Gebhart, Eldridge C.
Haley, William H.
Harris, Hoy (NMI)
Hayes, Edward C.
Hays, Fred R.
Maywald, William (NMI)
Miller, Theodore B.
Mollo, Andrew J.
Philips, Clarence A.
Platt, Jack (NMI)
Vela, Gerardo J.
Wiseman, Floyd B.
Freeman, Shirley C.
Lamson, Herbert (NMI)
Larson, Swen (NMI)
Wingfield, William R.
Schiel, Francis L.
For the Group Commander:

T/Sgt
T/Sgt
T/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
S/Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Sgt
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pvt

14100559
32384874
37157646
33133884
36168882
20135528
32310937
37294715
19098113
16148310
34266694
18115067
39242699
34332689
32379062
39539217
34248954
33300870
32324845
14047160
33260243
35475344
31101248
33322055
18188299
14062188
13076363
32884423
37295200
38209904
38200075
34161614
38274741
38164161
36803722
31143118
38222560
38149663
18089894
39826096
34249238

34248908
37280500
33533507
37192725

JOHN a. SAROSY,
Major, Air Corps,
Adjutant.
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THREE HUNDRED FORTY SEVENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ARMY AIR FORCES
Office of the Operations Officer
SUBJECT:
TO:

Combat Crews on Today's Mission.
Commanding Officer, 99th Bombardment Group

B-17F #30384 Crew #1
P Burrell, H.R.
CP Thurman, W.E.
N Abrams, J.B.
B Hansen, D.T.
tt Murray, J.D.
WG Long, K.A.
R Sessions, A.G.
BT May, E.P.
WG Macchiaverna, J.J.
TG Clem, A. {NMI)

Captain
Major
1st Lt.
2nd Lt.
S/Sgt.
Pvt.
Sgt.
S/Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

B-17F #29480 Crew #2
P Hager, J.S.
CP Pixler, W.F.
N Beaird, J.A.
B Archambault, J.A.
TT Canaday, C.W.
WG Dorman, S.M.
R Dunow, F.A.
BT Sibbett, G.A.
WG Borgess, K.R.
TG Lemino, F.P.

B-17F #29473 Crew #3
p Shields, D.I.
CP Humes, W.E.
N Coleman, D.H.
B Cozine, A.B.
TT Carlton, R. W.
WG Crisler, S.I.
R Shivley, A.W.
BT Burkhardt, J.A.
WG Herrmann, I.L.
TG Richardson, J.E.

1st Lt.
2nd Lt.
2nd Lt.
2nd Lt.
T/Sgt.
S/Sgt.
T/Sgt.
S/Sgt.
S/Sgt.
S/Sgt.

B-17F #5769 Crew #4
P Covert, C.B.
CP Craig, T.F.
N Cook, J.E.
B Barney, W.W.
TT Purnell, J.E.
WG Nash, R.G.
R Garside, T. {NMI)
BT Kowzan, J. {NMI)
WG Schultz, W.J.
TG McCluskey, G.L.
F Greenwaldt, W.E.
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APO 520

5 July 1943

2nd Lt.

F/0

2nd Lt.
2nd Lt.

T/Sgt.
S/Sgt.
T/Sgt.
S/Sgt.
S/Sgt.
S/Sgt.

Captain
1st Lt.
1st Lt.
2nd Lt.

S/Sgt.
Pvt.

Cpl.
T/Sgt.

Pvt.
S/Sgt.
Sgt.

HEADQUARTERS 99TH BOMBARDMENT GP. (H) ARMY AIR
FORCES
APO 520
SUBJECT:

Historical Records

30 June 1944

C�mman?ing General, Fifteenth Air Force, Atte
ntion:
H1stor1an (through channels)
Unit Hist ory of the �h Bombardment Squa
dron for the period 1 June 1944 to 30
June i944.
a. The pres ent desi gnat ion of the unit is
347t h Bomb ardm ent squadron, 99th
Bombardment Group (H).
b. Changes in organization
(1) There has been no change in unit
gnation.
(2) There has been no transfer of the desi
unit
(3) There has been no change of Co111T1anding. Offi
(4) There has been no change of Staff Officers cer.
.
TO

c. Strength, commissioned and enlisted
(1) Month of June 1944.
(a) 89 Officers and 421 Enlisted Men at the beginning of the month.
(b) Ne decrease of 4 Officers and a net increase of 30 enlisted men.
(c) 85 Officers and 451 Enlisted Men present at end of month.
d. No new station
e. No movement
f. Campaigns
(1) Previously listed. No changes.
g. Operations:
2 June -- Eight of our B-17Gs took off to their target, the O il Refineries at
Debrezen, Hungary. All of our A/C dropped their bombs over the target and landed safely at
a base in Russia.
6 June -- Eight of our B-17Gs took off from their Russian base to their target, the
A/D at Galatin, Roumania. Target successfully bombed and all ships returned safely to
their base.
11 June -- Eight of our A/C took off from their Russian base at 0555 hours but one A/C
had to return to Russia because of mechanical trouble. The seven of our ships bombed their
target, the A/D at Foscana, Roumania. All of our A/C landed safely at their home field at
1305 hours. Major Robert R. Shaefer was our squadron leader.
13 June -- Seven of our B-17Gs took off at 0617 hours to their target, the A/D
installations at Oberpfaffen Hofen, Austria. There were no early returns. Flak was
reported as being heavy, intense, and accurate. From 1 to 15 E/A were observed and 5 were
encountered without claims or losses to ourselves. There were no casualties and a 11 of
our A/C returned safely to their base at 1315 hours. Lt Leishman was our squadron leader.
1 4 June -- Six of our B-17Gs took off at 0742 hours to their target, the Shell Koolaj
Oi 1 Refinery, Budapest, Hungary. There were no early returns and a 11 of our A/C dropped
their bombs over the target. Flak was reported as being heavy, moderate, and accurate.
There were no E/A observed. There were no casualties and all of our A/C returned safely to
their base at 1407 hours. Lt Hines was our squadron leader.
16 June -- Six of our B-17Gs took off at 0644 hours to their target, the Kagaran Oil
Refinery, at Vienna, Austria. There was one early return due to mechanical trouble. Flak
was reported as being heavy, intense, and accurate. 10 to 15 E/ A were observed but there
were no encounters. S/Sgt Robert I. Thomas, 12140736, was wounded slightly. All of our
A/C returned safely to their base at 1328 hours. Lt Leishman was our squadron leader.
22 June -- Seven of our B-17Gs took off at 0850 hours to their target, the M/Y at
Modena, Italy. There were no early returns and all of our A/C dropped their bombs over the
target. Flak was reported as being heavy, slight, and inaccurate. There were no E/A seen,
no casualties and all of our A/C returned safely to their base at 1413 hours. Lt Hines was
our squadron leader.
2 3 June -- Eight of our B-17Gs took off at 0615 hours to their target at Ploesti,
Roumania. There were no early returns and all of our A/C dropped their bombs over the
target. 10 to 15 ME-109s and FW-190s were observed in the target area with all of them
encountering our formation. Flak was reported as being heavy, moderate, and accurate.
Three of our men were wounded. All of our A/C returned safely at 1340 hours except for one
A/C which landed at Foggia Main to let off a wounded man. Lt Gardner was our squadron
leader.
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25 June -- Seven our our B-17Gs took off at 0600 hours to their target, the M/Y and
Storage Tanks at Sete, France. There were no early returns and all of our A/C dropped
their bombs over the target. There was no flak and no E/A were observed. No casualties
and all of our A/C returned safely at 1337 hours. Lt Maslow was our squadron leader.
26 June -- Seven of our B-17Gs took off at 0557 hours to their target, the Winterhafen
Oil Depot, Vienna, Austria. There was one early return due to mechanical trouble. Flak
was reported as being heavy, intense, and accurate. 3 to 4 E/A were observed and there was
one encountered. There were no casualties and all of our A/C returned safely to their base
at 1245 hours. Captain H.B. Shull was our squadron leader.
27 June -- Ten of our B-17Gs took off at 0648 hours to their target, the M/Y at Brod,
Yugoslavia. There were no early returns and all of our A/C dropped their bombs over the
target. Flak was reported as being light, slight, and inaccurate. 1 to 6 E/A were
observed but there were no encounters. There were no casualties and all of our A/C
returned safely to their base at 1340 hours.
30 June -- Seven of our B-17Gs took off to their target at Budapest, Hungary. There
were two early returns due to mechanical trouble. Flak was reported as being heavy,
slight, and inaccurate. There were no E/A observed and all of our A/C returned safely to
their base at 1300 hours. Major Robert R. Shaefer lead our squadron and our squadron lead
the group.h. The following is the one claim for an E/A destroyed during the month of June
1944=Mission #209 -- Vienna, Austria -- 26 June 1944
t
N )
n -- 1 ME-109 destroyed.
�� Es[Jet �� a��lbW?
The following-named men were Wounded in Action during the month of June 1944:
Mission #205 -- Vienna, Austria - 16 June 1944
S/Sgt Robert I. Thomas, 12140736,, slightly wounded.
Mission #207 -- Ploesti, Roumania - 23 June 1944
2nd Lt Irving H. Fox, 0-674749, slightly wounded
2nd Lt Harry (NMI) Green, 0-809272, slightly wounded.
There were no MIA or KIA during the month of June 1944.
j. Awards and Decorations:
99th Bombardment Group (H) awarded the Presidential Citation under G.0. #896 dated 7
June 1944.
First Lieutenant Charles J . Jankousky, 0-679531, Air Corps, united States Army.
Awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross under G.O. #963 dated 11 June 1944.
First Lieutenant Robert (NMI) Maslow, 0-804704, Air Corps, United States Army.
Awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross under G.O. #724 dated 30 May 1944
First Lieutenant John F. O'Connell, 0-735204, Air Corps, united States Army. Awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross under G.O. #963 dated 11 June 1944.
Sgt Merri 11 C. Dissbell, 39538913, United States Army. Awarded the Soldiers Medal
under G.O. #1023 dated 13 June 1944.
S/Sgt Norman R . Bolotin, 16169901, United States Army. Awarded the Oak Leaf Cluster
to the Purple Heart under G.O. #333 dated 18 June 1944.
Second Lieutenants Charles W. Gardner, 0-750134, and James P. King, 0-698730, Air
Corps, United States Army. Awarded the Purple Heart under G.0. #27 dated 1 June 1944.
Sgt Gus T. Brown, 18154612, Air Corps, United States Army, awarded the Purple Heart
under G.O. #29 dated 9 June 1944.
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The following personnel awarded the Purple Heart under G.O. #35 dated 23 June 1944:
2nd Lt John P. Devlin, 0-749383
2nd Lt Allan ;H. Hoover, 0-748652
2nd Lt Michael E. McDonnell, 0-737991
2nd Lt John W. Pace, 0-673933
S/Sgt Richard B. Hobby, 31145705
Pfc. Bernard J. Larvin, 18154552.
The 99th Bombardment Group (H) entitled to wear battle star s_for Tunisian and
Sicilian Campaigns under NATOUSA letter dated 23 December 1943. Entitled to wear the
battle star for the Italian Campaign under NATOUSA letter dated 10 January 1944.
2. Enclosed is the war diary of this unit for the period 1 June 1944 to 30 June 1944.
For the Commanding Officer:

SUBJECT:
TO:

THREE HUNDRED FORTY SEVENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ARMY AIR FORCES
Office of the Intelligence Officer
5 March 1945

Historical Records
Major Philip M. Philips, 99th Bomb Gp (H) Hq, 5-2

1.
There was no change in Commanding Officer.
2.
The following is the list of awards approved for personnel of this organization
during the month of February 1945:
e
Captain Robert L. DeWitt, 0-819977, awarded the Silver Star
Corporal Raffaele J. Imperato, 32503378, awarded the Bronze Star
Major John W. Hutton, 0-725733, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt Claude Acree, 0-2057836, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt Orland J. Bucci, 0-754877, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt Warren J. Donovan, 0-819771, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt Benjamin A. Hancock, 0-712285, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
Captain Daniel M. Jones, 0-746890, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt Dean C. Kuhn, 0-771939, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt Elmer C. Madsen, 0-768611, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt George L. Semonis Jr., 0-768705, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt Vance N. Van Hovel, 0-705861, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
1st Lt Joseph J. Wilisowski, 0-722940, awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross

3.
lhe weather in February started off very pretty and continued so throughout the
month enabling us to participate on twenty bombing missions. The old traditional game of
softball sprang into existence all at once and even a few touch football games have been
played. Some of the men have started blaming their laziness on spring fever.
Two of our original combat officers in this squadron returned to visit with us this
month after being interned in Switzerland for sixteen month. They were First Lieutenants
Walter H. B�eslin and Morton L. Marks. They were only with us for a few hours and afforded
all of their time visiting with old friends left with the squadron.
On the 12th of February, the latest Censorship regulations were read to all officers
and enlisted men of the Squadron by Capt Monroe B. Gross, Capt John A. Plummer, and 1st Lt
William B. Murphy.

1
i3

i2
E scap e , Evasion, and Security lectures were given to all combat personnel on the 16th
and 17th of February by Captain Monroe B. Gross and 1st Lt William B. Murphy .

18

79th mission for the Squadron today, and the target was Viterbo A/D, Italy. .10
planes departed on the raid and all returned safely after a v ry successf�I raid.
�
Day has been fairly nice but the wind still blows and the fhes are as thick as
ever. Captain Macdonald has been made our new C.0. and Captain Henderson
is the new Operations Officer. Lt. Shaw joined us today and was ap ointed
�
Assistant Operations Officer. The 506th Bomb Squadron, a 8-24 outfit has
been attached to us for the present and now we have 6 "boxcars" in our line
area. no mail today and everyone moaning about it.

19

Today was a hot windy day and as the day was no�operational, there w�re a lot
of the boys going into Tunis on pass. Lot of mail today and morale 1s much
better. S2 moved into a larger tent and now has room to operate.

20

Another nonop. day and things are very quiet in camp. Had the best meal of
our overseas duty, today. Roast beef and all the trimmings. A good meal
makes us all happier. But now back to "C" rations for supper. Is now Major
Macdonald and we are glad to see the promotion. Movie tonite and all the
camp is attending.

21

Today is nonoperational and the camp is deserted. The 24 outfit had their first
mission from this field.

The night of February 17th was the night the squadron officers gave their party at the
Sky Room in Foggi a . The night seemed to be a b i g success and everyone enjoyed t h em selves .
It is r umored that quite a few gallons of beverage was consumed and at any rate some o f the
fellows didn ' t look too good for a few days following .

On return from a m i s s i on, one of our enlisted g unners decided to fulfill his old
longing and thinking he was over his own field and doing something spectacular, bai led out
o f t h e plan e . We h aven ' t seen him since because he h as b een in t h e h osp i t al with a
fractured ankle .

T h e mon th ended up with pay day and the usual games that follow immediately after the
first five or six men are pai d . Captain Stusser, our adjutant, sponsored a war b ond drive
and met with great success in selling over seven thousand five hundred dollars in bonds the
first day . This is the second month t h at Capt Stusser h as really put a war bond drive
across.
MONROE B . GROSS
Captain, Air C orps
347th Sq, S-2
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Today was a day to test the souls of men. The worst Sirroco of the year hit
camp today and the dust was so thick that one couldn't see ten feet.
It
started about noon and lasted until late evening. As usual, the S2 tent was
blown down, and the Armament shop blew down. Mission that was scheduled
for the day was called off due to bad weather over the target.

23

Today's mission was canceled after briefing due to bad weather. The boys who
were scheduled for their 50th mission are moaning. Today was the hottest day
of the year and everyone is taking it easy because of the heat. Usual camp
duties and no excitement.

24

No mission today as it was the P-24s turn to go on a raid. Day has been very
hot and windy. Today is PX day again and there were plenty of cigarettes and a
candy bar for all. Camp is full of rumors as to when and where we will move,
but as usual rumors are without foundation. Movie tonite was "Who Dun It,"
with Abbott ' and Costello, and it was enjoyed by about everyone in the
Squadron. The movie twice weekly is one of the few bright spots to look
forward to around here.

September, 1943
13

14

15

16

17

Today was nonoperational for the benefit of the combat crews, although they
are, as usual, howling for action. The Ordnance section transferred out today
and formed a new Airdrome Ordnance Company. Lt eidner went as the C.O.
of the new company. The day was uneventful. It is-now Lt. Col. Crance and
we were all glad to hear about the promotion.
Another nonoperational day and everyone had a chance to catch up on some
back washing. The wars news sounds good and everyone is optimistic about
the early end of the war. Usual camp duties for everyone in the ground echelon
but they have it easy as all planes are ready and there has been 2 nonop days
in a row.
Squadron went to Toree Annunziatia on a raid today with Captain Macdonald
lead. Had a very successful raid and no damage was suffered by any of the
planes. Had the worst dust storm of the stay here and everyone was cross
and irritable, but it cleared up in the evening.
Today the Squadron participated in its 78th mission, and the target was
Benevento Bridges, Italy. Was a very successful raid and 9 planes returned
safely. Day was very quiet in camp and it was PX day.
Day nonoperational and a very quiet day in camp with just usual camp duties on
schedule. 18 men left the Squadron after completing their 50th mission, and we
hope that they are on their way home.
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Today was the squadron ' s 80th combat m1ss1on, and 9 planes took off for
Bologna Marshalling Yards, Italy. All planes returned safely after a s� ccessful
.
raid. A French show was presented in camp tonite and was enJoyed by
everyone. Weather is nice and had become cooler.

26

Today's raid was canceled because of unfavorable weather. Was a quiet day in
camp and usual camp duties were carried out.

15

14

27

28

Raid today was canceled because of unfavorable weather. Major Macdonald
left on a trip to Cairo to buy souvenirs, etc. for the squadron. Had a wonderful
surprise when Sgt Carl Miciak came back to camp today. Sgt Miciak was the
radio operator on Sgt Norris' crew that was shot down over Foggia, Italy,
August 25. Sgt Miciak bailed out of the plane and was taken prisoner. he
escaped from a hospital and made his way back to Allied lines. He brought
back the news that Sgt Barthell also had escaped from a hospital, and that Us.
Seila, Kidwiller, and Dahl were safe, although prisoners.
81st Squadron combat mission today. The mission was not completed due to
unfavorable weather conditions over the target. Had a rainstorm today and it
was a welcome relief after the heat and dust.

29

Nonoperational day, and a quiet day in camp. The weather is nice and cool and
everyone is in good spirits. Lt Boggio left on a flight to Algiers to take a Colonel
there.

30

Today was nonoperational and the camp is deserted, as most of the fellows
have taken advantage of two nonop. days and have gone to Tunis on pass.
Camp is very quiet and weather remains cool and there is no dust.
Major
Macdonald returned from Cairo with souvenirs for all.
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Prepared by Ernest F. Baldwin Jr., 1st Lt. AC.

DAY

EVENTS

1

86th Squadron Combat Mission today and target was Mestre, Italy. Lt. Jenkins
and Sgt Sigmon destroyed enemy aircraft that attacked for the formation over
the target. Had a nice rainstorm today and the dust problem is taken care of
for the time being.

7

Today was nonoperational and the combat crews enjoyed a rest. Had a real
Sirroco this afternoon and the afternoon was miserable, fighting the dust and
the wind. Have a new mess hall for the enlisted men. A portable tin structure,
and it makes a very nice mess hall. Lt. Barker made a flight to Chateaudun to
buy fresh eggs for the mess hall.

8

Day was nonoperational and things were very quiet around camp.

9

Squadron participated in their 87th and 88th Combat Mission today. Targets
were Larrisa, Greece, and Salonika, Greece. All planes returned safely after a
very successful raid on each target. Day was quiet in camp and we had a nice
rainstorm. Looks like the rainy season is definitely on its way and everyone has
been busy digging drainage trenches around their tents.

10

89th Squadron Mission today, target was Athens, Greece.
safely. usual camp duties were carried out.

11

Day was nonoperational. Quiet day in camp! Was a show in the evening but
most of the fellows were enjoying a short-wave broadcast of the world series.
Baseball talk seems to be the main topic of discussion for the present.

Sheet No. 2

82nd Squadron Mission, and target was Augsburg, Germany.
Bad weather
prevented completion of the mission. Was a very rough raid and over 50
enemy fighters were encountered. Lt. Lewis Franck, our Squadron Bombardier
destroyed 4 enemy aircraft. Lt. Burton English and his crew were lost of the
r�id and had to bail out of their plane when it was set afire by the enemy
fighters. Today was PX day and we received cigarettes and candy.

2

Day was nonoperational and the usual camp duties were carried on.
Our
Executive Officer is now Major Weeden, having received his promotion today.

3

Today was nonoperational and things were very quiet around camp.
weather has been very cool and is a grand relief after the heat.

4

The Squadron participated in 2 missions today. 5 planes went on a mission to
Pisa, Italy, and 4 planes participated in a raid on Bolzano, Italy. Both raids were
very successful and all planes returned safely. Had a show this evening in our
"outdoor theater," and the attendance constituted the biggest part of the
squadron.

5

6

The

Today was the 85th combat mission for the Squadron and the target was
Bologna, Italy, Marshalling Yards. Was a very successful raid and all planes
returned s�fely. Had a French stage show tonite and all enjoyed the show very
much. This afternoon we had a formation, and the enlisted men received their
Good Conduct Ribbons. Weather has been fine and cool.

All planes returned

416th Bomb. Sqdn.
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Today was a quiet nonoperational day with the usual camp duties being
performed. The day has been dark and cloudy, with intermittent rain showers
and has turned very cool.
19 men, who have finished their 50 missions,
departed for the United States this morning.

13

The day was nonoperational and has been very quiet.
Most of the fellows
attended the show in the evening. Usual camp duties for the Ground Echelon.

14

90th Squadron Mission to Terni, Italy, Marshalling Yards.
The raid was
successful and all aircraft returned safely. 36 enemy fighters were encountered
on the raid. Captain Buck, Captain Was, Lt. Collins, and Lt. Franck completed
their 50 sorties today. Officers and enlisted men had a softball game in the
morning, with the enlisted men winning by a score of 7-2.

15

Today's operations were canceled because of weather conditions. The day was
very pleasant and cool. We don;t know how it happened, but we all were
allowed 2 candy bars and a whole carton of cigarettes (and not Chelsea ' s) for
this week's PX ration.

16
16

Today was nonoperational. Evidently the officer's have learned some of the
finer points of the game of softball, because they came through with a win over
the enlisted men in today's game; score 13-11. Adolph Menjou was at the
base in the afternoon and presented a show, high spot of the show was the
appearance of red-headed, film actress Anna Lee. The camp was practically
deserted as nearly everyone went to the show. Lt. Fitzpatrick returned from
Cairo and had beaucoup souvenirs for the men.

17
24

92nd Squadron Mission. Our 9 planes, which left yesterday, were split into two
groups; part of them spending the night in Sicily and the others in Italy. They
departed from these bases today to take part in a mass bombing attack on
enemy installations at Weiner-Neustadt, Austria. due to unfavorable weather
conditions, the mission was unsuccessful and no bombs were dropped on the
target. All of our planes returned sately.

25

Our planes returned from Sicily and Italy after the mission of the 24th. The area
is a "sea of mud" as a result of the long, hard rainstorm in the evening. The
movie was rained out.

26

"Matey," one of our cocker spaniel mascots, became a mother today. Matey
gave birth to 5 pups in the early hours of the morning, one of the pups was
born dead. "Bombsight," our other cocker mascot, is quite the proud father,
but "Matey'' won't let him near the pups.
' Matey" came over seas as a
member of Lt. English's crew. The day was nonoperational, and the camp is all
ready for the Group inspection. The ground is still very muddy, but the sun is
shining again and the day was quite nice.

17

Today was one of those days when absolutely nothing happens, except the
usual camp duties.

18

The day was operational for the Photo Department only, as we enjoyed ·a good
movie in the evening. 6 replacement crews arrived today to take the place of
those who have completed their 50 missions. Among the new pilots was It.
Monte Eydenburg, brother of Sgt. Arnold Eydenburg of our Orderly Room. The
Officer's Mess hired a new KP today, an Italian boy who lives nearby. he can't
speak any English and we don;t even know his name, so he is called "Saboteur."

19

Another nonoperational day, but practice mission was held and the new crews
participated, as a part of their training. The new gunners and radio operators
are attending school on the base and are kept quite busy.

27

Nonoperational day, with the usual camp activities. All pups doing well.

28

20

Today was likewise nonoperational and this is becoming monotonous, but Group
promises us a mission for tomorrow. Movie in the evening.

The only operations for today was a practice mission for the new crews.
Otherwise, all was quiet around the camp.

29

21

91st Squadron Mission today, the target being Terni, Italy. 9 of our planes
participated and all returned safely after a successful raid. Our squadron
destroyed 3 enemy aircraft in aerial combat over the target. S/Sgt Floyd L.
Laxson, tail gunner on Lt. Andrew's crew, was injured by a 20mm shell, which
exploded inside the plane and blew Sgt Laxson clear out of the tail gun position.
Sgt Laxson, despite severe wounds and the destruction of his oxygen mask,
went back to his gun position and destroyed one of the attacking fighters and
then continued on over the target with his crew, never letting them know of his
injury until the bombing mission had been successfully completed.

93rd Squadron Mission: The Group departed with Turin as the primary target
and with about 5 secondary targets. Bad weather prevented the bombing of
Turin, so the Marshalling Yards at Genoa, Italy suffered a plastering. 1 0 planes
departed on the raid and all returned safely. Lt. Osborne and crew spent the
night in Sardinia being forced down with engine troubles.

30

94th Squadron Mission. Another attempt was made to hit the Ball Bearing
Factory at Turin, Italy, but bad weather prevented the completion of the
mission. The old "dust bowl" is now just a big mud puddle due to the rain in the
afternoon.

31

95th Squadron Mission. 3 planes from Squadron participated on today's raid on
a RR viaduct at Anthoer, France. The mission was highly successful and all
shops returned safely.
A heavy rainstorm interrupted the pay line in the
afternoon, but even a rain storm can't hold up pay day for long.
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22

Quiet day in camp and nonoperational. New crews participated in another
practice mission. had a GI stage show in the evening which proved very
enjoyable, especially the "Hill Billy" band.

23

9 of the Squadron's planes left today on a secret m1ss1on. Today was very
windy and dusty, making life quite miserable. In the evening we had a Squadron
party with plenty of beer, sandwiches, and cake for all. For entertainment, we
had Sgt Grant on the piano and Sgt Rose doing a bit of vocalizing. The party
was immensely enjoyed by all.

i9
18
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THE AIR ECHELON
DAY

EVENTS

416 th

3

Ground Echelon departed for Mitchell, South Dakota and the Air Echeion
departed for Salina, Kansas.

4 & 5

The group received 35 Fortresses and also news about a 6-day leave.

6&7

Members of the crews and ground echelon with the air echelon were processed
in these two days. Furloughs were given out on the 7th of January to all
members of the Air Echelon.

7 to 13

Air Echelon on 6-day leave

14 to 1 6

Several men AWOL while waiting for the late comers the rest of the members
spent time checking equipment.

17 to 20

Everyone checking equipment and getting ready to move. The air echelon is
also wondering when and where they will meet the ground echelon.

21

Air echelon departed Salina, Kansas at 0830 for DeRidder, La., by plane and
arrived at DeRidder at 1300.

7

Departed Belen Brazil at 1100. Arrived at Natal, Brazil at 1730.

8

Usual camp duties, Natal, Brazil.

9

Departed Natal, Brazil at 0200 and arrived at Yundrum Fld, Bathurst, Gambia at
1230.

10

Departed Yundrum Fld, Bathurst Gambia at 0830.
Morocco Africa at 1600.

11 to 22

Bad weather at Marrakech and Fortresses could not continue on. Time spent
visiting native towns. Rumors are going around that we were scheduled to go to
England. Due to bad weather we may remain at some field in North Africa.

23

Departed Marrakech at 0915, and arrived at La Senia Airport, Oran, Algeria,
North Africa at 1300. A good thing the bad weather set in because if we would
have gone to England we would probably never again have seen our ground
echelon.

24 to 28

At La Senia Airport and getting all the supplies we think we might need. Also
received our motor transportation, consisting of a couple of jeeps and weapons
carrier and 2 1 /2-ton truck.
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EVENTS

Arrived at Marrakech,

22 to 29

Much time spent in checking equipment and getting everything in shape for
combat.

1

271 EM present, 48 on OS, 1 EM is in hosp, 18 Officers present and 37 on OS.
Lt O'Rourke still in hospital.

30

Departed DeRidder, La. at 1700 and arrived at Morrison Fld, Florida at 2200 by
plane.
At Morrison Fld and still checking over equipment and making several test
flights.

2

Today we had our first March. 8 Officers and 200 EM plus 21 EM fr Hq detach
marched to and from the city of Mitchell, South Dakota.
(We sure looked
plenty SHARP and really put on a show for the citizens of Mitchell.)
Total
distance marched was 9 1/2 miles; weather was fair and warm.

3

We are sending trucks into town for the purpose of swimming, bowling and
attending church services; also trucks sent into town every Sunday noon for the
purpose of soldiers who wish to have a good Sunday dinner with some of the
local families. The town of Mitchell sure is going over big and is liked by all.

4 to 1 1

A lot of rumors going around and also a lot of inspections, drills and lectures.

12

Well, another march for today; 8 officers, 600 EM plus 22 EM fr Hqs marched
to the city of Mitchell and attended a movie at the price of $.11 per man. We
were transported back to the fld in gov vehicles. Total distance marched was 4
1/2 miles. Weather was fair and quite windy.

13 to 20

Usual camp duties, AAB, Mitchell, South Dakota.

31
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1 & 2

At Morrison Fld and still checking over equipment and making several test
flights.

3

Departed Morrison Fld at 1300 for combat zone. First stop is Borinquen Fld,
Puerto Rico. Landed at Puerto Rico at 1900. Quite a nice Fld.

4

At Puerto Rico and routine inspections of aircraft and equipment.

5

Departed Borinquen Fld, Puerto Rico at 1230 for Atkinson Fld, British Guiana,
landed at 1 830.

6

Departed Atkinson Fld, British Guiana at 1145 and arrived at Elem Brazil at 1645.
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Boise City Having No L uck
Finding Crew That s·o mbed It
By John Klein
World Stoff Writer

BOISE CITY -. Crew
members of the B-17
would rather forget that
night in 1943.
But the citizens of Boise
City, perhaps the only
American town bombed
during World War II,
would like to include those
men in an anniversary
celebration.
"I guess no one really
wants to admit to being on
that plane," said Boise City
attorney Stan.Manske. "They
shouldn't worry about it. No
one around here is mad • . •
anymore."
Boise City residents.are
raising funds for a
monument on their'
courthouse square to
commemorate the bombing·
of their town on July 5, 1943.
No. it was not the
Germans or Japanese.
It was the U.S. Army Air
Corps.
Six l 00-pound p ractice
bombs. loaded with four
pounds of dynamite and 90
pounds of sand. were
dropped on this town - 1940
population 1.144, now 1,761
- by mistake.
Ao Army Air Corps_

training unit was stationed at
Dalhart, Texas, about 30'
miles south of Boise City.
They were dropping bombs
on a lighted practice range
near Conlen, 20 miles·
northeast of Dalhart. . .
A navigator on the plane
made a mistake. He believed .
the courthouse lights in Boise
City were the ,tifrget
did pretty dam.
'.'.Th.ey
.'
good,! said MBJ1ske.
�·Although none of the bombs
hlt the courthouse. a II of
thern were.wlthir '3 feet.
''Ii they had b, , using
real bombs, I gu, ,; th.ere
wouldn't be·a Bo � City
anymore. I would imagine
people would have
relocated."·
Instead, old timers in this
small Cimarron County town,
just 25 miles from the New
Mexico border, have kept the
·memories of that night alive.
One of the six bombs did
not explode and has been
kept by residents. Recently,
the bomb has been cleaned
up and painted. It will
become part of the
monument along with

newspaper clippings about
the bombing.
The Boise City Chamber of
Commerce is planning a 50th
anniversary celebration and
would like to Invite the crew
members of the plane to
attend.
"We've done our best to
locate these guys," said
Manske. "I guess they are a
little reluctant.
"I know it probably wasn't
funny that night but now it
brings a smile to people's
faces."
For years, it was believed
Boise City was the only
documented case of a city in
the continental United States
being bombed from the air.
In research, chamber of
commerce officials have
found several other incidents,
although it is uncertain If
any of those other bombings
Involved a town.
The city originally planned
to celebrate the anniversary
last summer. However,
fixing the one bomb and
collecting information on the
incident have delayed the
monument and celebration.
Manske said he believes
the monument will be
erected sometime next
summer. Citizens now plan
to celebrate the bombing on
Julv 5, 1993.
''We'll have quite a shindig
out here," said Manske.
"Sure wish those guys would
come on out."

Does anyone who trained at Dalhart want to take credit for
this? Sounds like you might get a free dinner out of it!
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NOT I C E TO NAV I GATORS

Save your 1 990 c a l endar. I t w i l l be usable in 2 0 0 1 . And don ' t miss
the lecture in the Hos�ita l ity Room on " How to convert the A-4 Navi gation
Kit into snowshoe bind in�s. geor9e
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In the Fall · 1990 ·issue :' of WINGS, newsletter.
o( the Air Force · Flyers · Club (.AFFC) a · writer ·
by : the i;are of Ix>ug Mc.Hardy gave· a dissertation
on · the Well ington · lxmber , . its operation . and
· ·
an anusing anecdote or so.• · · : ·
· ·
· � · ·such · , story : begins .· with · the statement
that . · ' ''wireless .· operators 1. 1 [a:cnmyto · refei:eoce
of WAG] : suffered -. "for '- · a · good ly · · percentage
of navigators · refused ·to · accept the D/F [di.rectiooal f:lnder] "calculations . fran the WAGs . " . · · · ·
Seems · .that '. · · a particular · navigator, after
being hanJe� a · ' D/F , · 1..1nsisted that · he knew
.
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WE'VE PUT 27 ,CXX}+ NAMES I N OUR COMPUTERS--ABOUT SAME TO GO--BE GENEROUS W I TH YOUR
1991 SUPPORTING f"EMBERSH I P DONATI ON ! WE NEED I T !

I a m sure that our gentle readers have seen the picture o f the f ive
engined B- 1 7 w i th the fifth engine mounted in the nose for r esea rch purposes.
I t was recently my privi lege to swap yarns with one of the research
engineers of a generation younger than ours. He rec a l l ed that a pilot reported
to the ground " I am at 25, 000 and have just been passed by a f ive-engined
george
pl ane with four engines feathered ! "

Your 99th Sta f f has made spec i a l
arrangements w i th KESHI of Santa Fe. They
w i l l provide an Engl i sh-speak i ng clerk,
they w i l l accept your Yankee dol l a r s , and
there w i l l be no customs inspection upon
your return to the USA . Just ask f � r Rob i n,
f
. 1''
who happens to be the daughter of S i d and /v/- 1 ''.1
Buck of the May f l owe r Group of the 99th.

KESHI
Santa Fe Village
227 Don Gaspar Ave..
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
(505) 989-8728
Robin B. Dunlap
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'I/ti/ .·
. he'd been following for the � ·. ·
�
past 30 minutes� lt fimlly . .-.=�, \ .' . ·.� i. . ,
: . cane out "that the bcxrtiar- . . . :·
dier in � nose cone lul c»A7"0;�.�!�';,�'"'.)'
�
erflowed h1.s pee can and in
1. �-'r'r'"
�
consequence it had hit the
slip stream and fomed a fro..
· ;· :.
.
zen stream across the navi·
.
.
·
gator , 5 window! " ·
. -· � �. , ·�'.:!-. ·
· Sane five minutes later
a chagrined navigator screarred that they were· 1a;t
as he ' 'had been following a stream ,of frozen
p · !" • • • so was life aboard a Wellington !
·

23

22
S a l l y a n d I a r e unable to r e a d the 3 46th Squadron D i a r i e s f o r
wha t s e em t o b e M a y 1 94 3 t o Aug u s t 1 94 3 , i n c l us i ve .
Sorry , f e l l ows , but the cha r a c t e r s a r e too f a i nt f o r more than
meagre c l ue s .
geo
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This B-17 "Flying Fortress," far
left, was called Queenie by pilot
Jules Horowitz and his crew.
Former crew members such as
Horowitz, left, of Palm Aire,
will mark the 50th anniversary of
the B· 17's maiden flight with a
reunion in Seattle, Wash.

'Flying Fortress ' crews plan
plane 's 50th anniversary
' ' The day _after Pearl Harbor I was
standing in line in the rain, waiting to
get in. , ,
- Jules Horowitz,
World War II pilot
By David Uhler
Stall Writer

POMPANO BEACH - The lucky ones came
home with war stories.
They flew their 50 required bombing missions, or
the war ended, or they were released from POW
camps and they came home.
Despite th� memory-culling passage of 40 years,
the war stones are still vivid for the crews and
support personnel who flew the B-17 "Flying For
tress" bombers and kerit them in the air.
Only a handful of the old B-17s are still around
but many of the men and women who knew them:
lo�ed them and maybe hated them, still hold re
unions to talk about the planes and their comrades
in-arms.
But this year's reunir,n is a little different from
previous get-togethers.
It's the 50th anniversary of the first B-17 flight,
and reunions of more than 20 bombing groups are
planned during a three-day celebration in Seattle,
Wash. Boeing Aircraft Co., the Seattle-based de
signer of the B-17, is ho.sting the event, which starts
Thursday. More than 10,000 people are expected to
attend.
And among that throng, Jules Horowitz will undoubtedly find friends he hasn't seen in years.
Horowitz, a fo�mer B-17 pilot now living in
Palm-Atre, keeps m touch with other members of
the 99th Bomb Group through the organization's
historical society. That's how the former ball turret
gunner from Horowitz's crew recently located him.
"I told him, 'If you make it to Seattle I'll buy you
a drink,' " Horowitz said.
Horowitz, 63, is a retired real estate investor who
counts him�elf among the lucky ones. Like many
other Americans, he got mto the war early, caught
up m the wave of national patriotic fervor follo�
ing the Japanese sneak attack on the U.S. naval
base at Pearl Harbor.
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In World War II, .a young Jules Horowitz poses before aircraft.
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Fliers ----

ContiDaed from ps,ge 3
Horowitz flew his first mission
on July 21, 1943 and his 50th and
final one on Feb. 10, 1944. He left
the .war as a captain and was pro
moted to major during a peacetime
stint in the reserves.
His luck was good, even without
participation in the superstitious
practices followed by other airmen.
Some crews believed it was bad
luck to fly with someone on his last
mission. Others always wore the
same set of "lucky" clothes.
"By the time they finished their
50 missions their pants could stand
up_by themselves," Horowitz said.
Death never touched Horowitz or
his crew, although sometimes it
came close. Horowitz remembers
the time they "loaned" their plane
to another crew while they went for
some rest and relaxation in Capri,
Italy. The plane was shot down the
next day and three men were killed.
One of Horowitz's hairiest epi
sodes occurred after a bombing run
over Italy. A piece of shrapnel from
German flak cut a hydraulic pres
imre line on uue of his four engines.
"The
propellor
started
windmilling, but I couldn't feather
it because the line was cut," Horo
witz said.
Horowitz became separated
from his squadron. A three-engine
heavy bomber was usually a sitting
duck in the air, a "cripple" enemy
fighters loved to pounce on and cut
to shreds. To escape detection and
even the odds, Horowitz pulled the
vibrating bomber down from
20,000 feet to treetop level and got
back into U.S.-controlled airspace.
Horowitz made a successful
emergency landing at a friendly
airfield. As the plane rolled down
the runway, the propeller from the
stricken engine fell off.
. "My flight engineer got out and
kissed the ground," Horowitz said.
That wasn't the only time Horo-
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witz flew with three engines. A lack
of spare parts forced him to use an
oil-burning engine only occasion
ally during several missions. He
fired up the "problem child" only
on takeoffs and over the target dur
ing bombing runs.
But history books and pilot's log
books - Horowitz's included - are
filled with legendary stories about
the reliability of the "Flying For
tress." Some planes returned safely
to base missing large portions of
wings and rear-tail stabilizers. One
8-17, cut almost in half by enemy
gunfire, made it back to its airfield
in England, only to break in two
when it landed on the runway.
The B-17s were powered by four
1,200-horsepower Wright engines
and had a top speed of 302 mph and
a cruising speed of 160 mph. The
plane, which was capable of carry
ing 17,600 pounds of bombs, earned
its "Flying Fortress" nickname
from the 12 .50-caliber machine
guns it carrie<! for self-defense.
A total of 12,731 "Forts" were
produced by Boeing, Douglas and
Vega (now Lockheed). In the later
mo::-J � :., of the \'\'.• ar, Boei11g ts pr-o
duction rate alone was 16 planes
per day.
Some of those planes are still
flying. One of them is "Sentimental
Journey," a B-17 refurbished by an
aircraft club based in Texas that
calls itself the "Confederate Air
Force."
The plane, which will be on dis
play at Boeing Field during the
celebration, is one of the reasons
Horowitz is looking forward to his
visit. Another is the chance he will
have to show his wife, Anita,
around the old warbird.
"My biggest thrill will be to get
her in the cockpit of that airplane,"
said Horowitz. "She's heard me talk
about it for 40 years."
"He never stops," she said with a
grin.

Q UO T ES
f rom THE GAME OF THE FOXES by Lad i s l a s Farrago
From the bluepri nts [ Hermann ] Lang had stolen , ( Maj or ] Groskop f exp l a i ned ,
Professor Fuchs had devel oped a bomb s i ght c a l led Adler-Ge raet , supposedi y
p. 61
an i mproved ver s i on of the Norden .
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Thi s occurred i n Ber l i n i n 1 9 3 7 . Thi s means that the Germans were
george
the f i r s t t o a s semble a Norden bombs i ght .
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HOW THE GERMANS STOLE PLANS
FOR THE NORDEN BOMBSIGHT

Ed Note: This compression of a 1 2-page article detailing
how the Germans, prior to WWII, managed to acquire
blueprints and drawings of key parts of the Norden bom
bsight was derived from documents furnished BOMBAR
DIERS by Loyd Searles, the author of the article THE BOM
BSIGHT WAR: NORDEN VS SPERRY, published in IEEE's
magazine SPECTRUM, September 1 989, and reprinted on
pages 1 3- 1 7 of our December 1 989 CROSSHAIRS . We are
grateful to Loyd for this bit of Norden history.

So ends Chapter 4 entitled THE BOMBSIGHT FIXATION of
Ladislas Farago's "The Game of the Foxes".
Aficionados of America's most famous 'military secret', the
Norden bombsight, will find this chapter most interesting as
it swells up details of how master spys work and the means
they employed to acquire drawings or sketches of enough
of the Norden major components to permit German
engineers to fill-in the gaps as they 'rebuilt' a Norden from
the stolen documents.

BY Ned Humphreys

It all boils down to the fact that the Germans had copied
the Norden sight by 1 937, three years before 1 940 when the
British finally coaxed President Franklin D. Roosevelt into
letting them share the bombsight.

The odyssey of the Norden device that began in 1 937 in
Brooklyn ended in the spring of 1 945 in an obscure village in
Austria. A unit of General George S. Patton, Jr's rampaging
_
Third Army stumbled upon a factory the Germans tried to
hide in the Tyrolean Alps, and captured its super-secret
product, called LUFTWAFFENZIELGERAET EX 42.
It was thought to be one of those ingenious electronic
gadgets in whose invention the Germans supposedly ex
celled and its captors rushed it in triumph to the technical in
telligence team that followed the Third Army.

f rom GOODBYE DARKNES S by W i l l i am Manches ter

Amer i cans seem to have a spec i a l place i n nat ive [ Ph i l i p p i ne ] hea rts .
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nor.:AGE TO CATALONIA
George Orwe ll
Some t ir.i.e s it is a confort t� me to think that the ae roplane is al 
te rin5 the . condit ions of war . Perhnps when the next t:;reat war come s we r:iay
s � e that �1. �llt unI? re � edented in all his tory , .a jingo with a bulle t-.--h ole in
him.
( ·./rit ten in i9JB in Sp ain. )
p . 66
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BOMBER OFFENSIVE, by Noble Frankland

Ballantine

0 ooks

The extraordin ary devotion to duty of t he men who flew the bombers
is indicate d by the fact that more awards and decorat i ons were won by them
than by the men of any othe r arm - and more crue lly by t he fact that of t he
men who died, ove r 25, 000 have no known grRve . p . 7

Undoubt tedly there was a conside rable mi sunders tanding . Niether
the 3ritish nor the Germans real ize d the very l imited accuracy of night
bomb ing . They did not yet apprecia te that not only were the wrong areas
in towns bombed but often enough the wrong towns were h i t . The ass w:1p
tion with regard to e ach others act ions was that what was hit had been
aime d at and s o mutual recrimination and eventual ly mutual retaliat ion
arose from the idea that in both case s the enemy was indulging in • terror•
P • 28
bomb ing .

• • • the Am�ricans had been impre ssed by the inconse quential effects
( in 1942 ) of Brit ish night bombing in Germany during 1940 and 1941 when,
as a neutral country, they s t ill had diplomatic and busine ss contacts there .
P • 50

This e ncouraging reduct ion in the casualty rate which enabled Bomb
er Com�and t o maintain its offens ive and t o incre as e its Date of expan
s ion was undoubtedly due in cons iderable measure t o the introduction of
window and it underline d the folly which had been com.'llited by delaying
the introduct ion of this countermeasure for more than a year after it
became available on the ground that its use by the Germans would disrupt
the British air defence s . Mr. He rbent� Morr ison, the Home Secre tary of
the period, who was a part icularly obs t inate advocate of this precaut i on ,
s e emed unconvinced b y the fact that the Germans hardly had a bonbing
force t o be fende d off and that the di sruption of air defence was there
fore likely to favor the Brit ish much more than the Germans . �ut of
course Mr. Morrison w·as respons ible for the home front and coul d not per
haps be expected to take a more than parochial view. Nor, uhfortunatel y '
p . 71
was he the only offender in this respect .

So , ins tead of f inishing the war in the Bat tle of Berlin, Bomber
Col1ll?l.and, despite its huge e f fort , painful endeavor and brave sacrifice ,
cl inche d a different matter. Ult imately, the cover of darkness did not
avail . Bomber Com·1and originally took to it to e s cape t he Ge rman fighters
but discovered that in i t they could not find the ir t arge t s . The me ans
which they then deve lop e d to find targets in the dark also, broadly,
availe d the German fighters to find them and s o now they could not escape
the night fighte rs . Thus , to concentrate the ir att acks for long enough
upon t argets of sufficient importance to give them a chance of achie ving
decis ive result s , Bomber Com.mand was exposed to casualty rates beyond
what could be afforded and endured. In the Battle of Berl in, Bomber C om
mand reached the unacceptable level of casualties but the effects of t he
bombing , painful and damaging as they were to Germany, did not even appp . 88
roach decis ive proport i ons .
Be fore the advent of t he Must angs they ( the Germans ) had usually
been able to hold off unt il t he American bo�be rs re ached the l imit o f
their fighter cover range . Uow that they could not do this they sud
denly struck e arly in the Ame rican outward flight . Though they score d
an impre s s ive sudce s s this al so revealed an unfavorable tendency for
the Ge rmans . 'l'he y had los t the ir s afe zone s for intercepting t he Fort
res s e s . They now had to s trike whenever and whe rever t hey coul d .
'l'he Must angs force d'. them to do that . So all the othe r Arrerican and
Briti sh fighters , the Lightning s , 'l'hunderbcbl ts and e van the Sp it fire s
P • 99
be gan t o get chance s of e ng aging the Germans .
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Thi s i s an extract f rom B i l l Sma l l wood ' s f i r s t book , c u r r e n t l y
B i l l t e l l s u s that t h e t i t l e may wel l b e changed
ent i t l e d TOML I N ' S CREW.
before pub l i ca t i on .
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with worn records of popular band music. Lying on our bunk beds, on excelsior-filled mattresses,

after lights out we twelve Americans would listen to strains of Tommy Dorsey's trombone

playing Night and Day, our thoughts a million miles away. The most vivid event in our camp

was liberation, when an advance unit of the Russian Army arrived and opened the gates which
had denied us freedom for so long. To this day, when! meet a fellow Kriegie from Stalag Luft I,

it is likely that we will go over a number of things, but always the liberation, with those

Russian troops, Mongolians, many of them, offering us vodka, attempting conversation. The
most successfu1 reaction
<-Atl\'ii:in an attempt to converse 'With our liberators MMe• I was to receive
,_
while sharing guard duty with a short Russian assault trooper. We couldn't use words, but when
J blouse he saw the silhouette of the camel on
I fished out a package of Camel cigarettes frorri°

the side, and immediately began jabbing his finger excitedly at this animal, something, no
doubt, reminding him of his &meland.

Retu rning toward Barracks 14 I made a s top at the washroom and
almost c ollided with Paul Lambert . He quickly mo tioned me aside
and in a low voice indicated th at some s enior 8th Air Force people
he knew were attempting to ar�ange to evacu ate the lot of u s
from Stalag Luf t I by air . Bu t then he tempered this exci ting
news by adding that the local runway at Barth c ould have been
mined by departing G ermans , apparently noone really knew . It was
almos t a miraculous thing when, a few hours later, on a dare
a partially inebriated Ru ssian officer was said to have moto red
down the suspec t air s trip . Steering s traight ahead his half track
vehicle failed to set off any mines which might have been placed
beneath the runway, proving it was saf e . The balance of our
s tay was merely preparation for departure. No0ne in Allied
au thority really knew what the Russian attitude would be should
American bombers suddenly appear, ihtent on removing Allied
airmen . In the event our liberators chose to s tand aside. Soon
the " Forts" flew in and I was pressed into service as a loader,
checking to see that only thirty five men climbed aboard each
B-17, fitted now with bucket seats in the wai s t s ec tion . Departing
in one of the flights, as our plane headed for France I took
a las t look ou t of a wai s t window back toward Stalag Luf t I,
with its barbed wire. Fifteen months ago our c rew had penetrated
German skies in a Flying Fortres s, and now here I was leaving
in one.
J . W. Smallwood, J r .
Hartland Road
P . O. Box 177
Brownsville, VT 05037
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Ma i l to Wa l t e r B u t l e r , T r e a s u re r , 8 6 0 8 Bel l ehaven P l a ce NE , Albuquerque ,
The upper l e f t corner of
NM , 8 7 1 1 2 . Make check p a y a b l e to 9 9BGHS .
your address l ab e l shows the date to wh i ch you a r e p a i d u p .
We c o n t i nue the subs c r i p t i on s o f d e c e a s e d memb e r s for an ext ra
y e a r , b u t p l e a s e r e member to send u s any change o f a d d r e s s .
*
*
*
*
*

R E U N I O N S-

*

30 Apr 1 99 1 99th Bomb Group , Albuquerque NM
Ber n i c e B ar r , 7 4 0 8 V i s t a d e l Arroy o , A l buquerque NM 8 7 1 0 9
S a n Anton i o TX
1 3 j un 9 1 1 9 th Bomb Group As s n .
James A . K i r ac o f e 2 7 4 Q u i n n Rd . , Wes t A l e xa n d r i a OH 4 5 3 8 1
phone ( 5 1 3 ) 8 3 9- 4 4 4 1
M i d September 1 9 9 1
A r e u n i on o f a l l a i rmen who were shot down and
r e s cu e d by c i t i zens , p a r t i s a n s or Chetn i ck s in Yugoslavia i s
be i ng p l anned f o r M i d - S e p t ember 1 9 9 1
Contact : John R u c i g a y ( 5 1 8 ) 8 7 7 - 8 1 3 1 , 1 4 A s h l e y Dr . Ba l l s ton
Lake NY 1 2 0 1 9
1 5 th A i r Force As s oc i a t i o n , Las Vegas NV
1 6 Sep 1 9 9 1
1 5 A i r Force Ass ' n . P . O . Box 6 3 2 5 March A i r Force Base CA 9 2 5 1 8
1 8 s e p l 9 9 1 8 t h A i r Force New O r l e a n s
E i ghth A i r Force H i s t o r i ca l S o c i e ty , 1 6 0 7 E . W i l l ow Ave . ,
Whe a t o n IL 6 0 1 8 7
Spr ing 1 992 99th Bomb Group, Washington DC
Bern i c e B a r r , 7 4 0 8 V i s t a d e l Arroy o , Albuquerq ue NM 8 7 1 0 9

TA P S

JOHN POLL I TZER I am t a k i n g the l i be r t y to a d v i s e
you o f the d e a t h o f one of your memb e r s . . . ·
Mr . P o l l i t z e r p a s s e d away Decembe r 2 2 , 1 99 0 .
r e s p e ct f u l l y , Cha r l e s T · B rown
JOHN S . FINNEGAN
My husband of more
than 42 y e a r s , John s . F i nnegan p a s s e d away January
1 , 1 99 1 from comp l i c a t i on s due to p n e umon i a .
He h a d a lways f e l t he was l i v i ng on borrowed
t i me s i nce h i s p l a ne went down J u l y 5 , 1 943 and
He was wound ed
he was taken p r i s o n e r i n S i c i l y .
and had a broken leg s o he was f o r t u n a t e to be
kept in a hosp i t a l and a t t e n d e d by the I t a l i an s
unt i l the Eng l i sh Commando s invaded the i s l a n d
and rescued him .
The DAV c o n d u c t e d a f i tt i ng memo r i a l serv i ce .
Joyce F i nnegan
. . s incerely

)ohn 'Jack' Pollitzer, 79,
founded Beaufort Realty

BEAUFORT

John D. "Jack" Pollitzer, 79, of 10-A
Sunrise Bluff died Friday.
Born in Beaufort, he was a son of the
late Henry Richard ·and Mabel Higgins
Pollitzer. An Army Air Corps •:eteran of
World War II, he flew 50 missions with
the 8th Air Force and as a tail gunner was
credited with shooting down seven enemy
planes shot down. He received the Distin
guished Flying Cross. He was a graduate
of �byterian College; where he was a
member of the footbaU and track teams,
and attended the Medical University of
South Carolina. He was owner, broker-in
charge and founder of Beaufort: Realty
and was ·a member of -�ofort County
Realtors Association, the Beaufort Yacht
Club and First Presbyterian Church.
·Surviving ai:e sons,. John. P�llitzer of
Beaufort and Johp . Dockstader of · Gra
ham; Texas; and a sister, Mis. E.B. Mitch
ell of Beaufort.
Services will be held at 2 p.m. today in
Evergreen Cemetery. Copeland Funeral
Home is 1n charge.
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