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THE PRE SIDE NT S MESSAGE 

Your President joined the 99th at Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho in 
September, 1942. The mission at this base was to receive 
personnel of all required skills and integrate them into the B-17 
training squadrons stationed there. After a concentrated 
familiarization course, assignments were made to B-17 Groups 
enroute overseas. Combat crews were assembled and trained, then 
transferred to Groups being activated or transferred to the 
replacement pipeline for overseas destinations. Each base 
training squadron was usually maintained about three-times 
authorized strength. Operations were on a continuous 24-hr day, 
7-day week schedule. At that time I was C/0 of the 52nd training 
squadron, 29th Bomb Group. Things were getting hectic and I ·  was 
glad to be assigned to the 99th as Group Operations Officer. 

Near the end of September 1942, the Group was moved to Walla 
Walla, Washington so that combat training could continue and to 
relieve the crowded conditions at Gowen Field. Also they were 
beginning to form the 100th Bombardment Group(H). The weather at 
Walla Walla was good during the first part of October and flight 
training of the crews continued. However, at the end of October 
a persistent ground fog stopped most flying activity. In the 
meantime, reports from England indicated formation flying was 
extremely important and all pilots must be proficient. 

In mid-November, the Group moved to Sioux City, Iowa. The 
weather was much better cold and clear which allowed 
formation flight practice. However, keeping the B-17E and F in 
formation required a great amount of effort because the sensitive 
supercharger controls required continual adjustment during 
maneuvers. This resulted in crew fatigue after a couple of 
hours. 
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The flight echelon departed Sioux City and arrived at Salina, 
Kansas on 1 Jan 1943. There were thirty-six combat crews with 
B-17Fs plus Squadron and Headquarters personnel. We were 
authorized six days "overseas duty" leave on 6 Jan 1943. He:e, 
the group was supposed to receive the balance of its 
"organizational �quipment." I personally signed for some K-17 
and K-25 cameras. If my memory hasn't failed me, I believe each 
squadron was authorized one K-17 and four K-25s but they were 
unable to furnish this quantity. The K-17s proved our bombing 
accuracy claims, starting with missi�n #1 to Villacidro Airdrome 
on 31 Mar 1943. 

It was at Salina that I had a discussion with a Boeing factory 
representative about the extreme sensitivity of the supercharger 
controls on our B-17s. During engine runup before takeoff, too 
much time was required to set the manifold pressure for full 
power. He said Boeing was aware of the problem and had a "fix" 
for it. This was a cuff about six inches long that could be 
attached over the end of each engine's exhaust pipe. Across the 
open end of the cuff were louvers that could be set to divert a 
portion of the exhaust gas through the turbine part of the 
supercharger. Each aircraft crew chief adjusted the louvers to 
yield takeoff power at sea level. 

The benefits from this simple modification were beyond my 
wildest expectations. No longer were pilots required to adjust 
each engine supercharger control before takeoff. In the dust and 
sand of North Africa this saved many engines and propellers from 
early failures. In the air it was not necessary to adjust the 
sensitive supercharger controls at lower altitudes and our 
formation flying approached parade precision. Climbing power was 
available up to 25,000 feet. The engine superchargers were more 
stable when adjusted at higher altitudes. Without a doubt, this 
device greatly reduced our casualties during combat. 

We were in DeRidder, LA near 
on to Morrison Field, FL about 
next issue) 

� Warm Regards, 
Lew Boatwright 
President, 99BGHS 

the end of January 1943, and then 
1 February. (to be continued in 

-
REPORT FROM COMMITTEE TO INSTALL PLAQUE AT.AIR FORCE ACADEMY 

Plans are well under way to comply withe the decision of the Board of Directors and 
the approval of the members at our General Meeting in Iayton, Ohio June 27, 1986, ie 
to install a PI..AQUE on the Memorail Wall, USAFA, I have visited the Monumental Service, 
Inc. in Colorado Springs and with their assistance have designed a configuration that 
our members here in Albuquerque have concured with. The Company is now is the process 
of making what they call the approval rubbings to submit to the Academy for their and 
also our final approval before the foundry pours the plaque, .Monumental Services will 
install the Plaque on the wall as soon as it has been completed. Our membership 
approved that this be dedicated by our 99th Bomb Historical Society during the 15th Air 
Force Reunion 14-18 October 1987, The Academy has agreed with this and has set the 
Dedication aeremony to be held at l0100AM 15 October 1987, Details to be decided la ter, 
It would be great if we had a large number of members of the 99th BGHS attending the 
dedication and the 15th AF Reunion.whose program promises many events-football Air Force 
vs Notre lame, toursof sights in area, etc-more info in 15th AF newsletter, 
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To assure that all of our 99th members who choose to go and want to be housed in the 
same hotel I have worked out these arrangements with the 15th and with the ANTI.EHS, which 
will be the Headquarters for the 15th and its activities. I have already reserved a 
hospitality room to be used only by our members, during the reunion. IF YOU WANT TO 
STAY IN THE SAME HOTEL WITH OUR 99th MEMBERS PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW AT THE 
ANTIERS. Reservation form and instructions are in this newsletter. The 15th expects 
2500 attendees-there are 275 rooms in the ANTLERS with 900 parking spaces in the basement­
located in the middle of town with shoping for the ladies (men you too) in walking 
distance. SO YOU SEE HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO GET YOUR ROOM RESERVED NOW111 ONE TOLL 
FREE CALL TO 1-800- 232 2323 will get the room now-confirmed back to you in writing, 
From your ole friend bernie barr, PS -Send me a note if you plan to go,please 111 BSB 

Feb. 12, 1986 
·ro: Board of Directors, 99th Bomb Group Histor ical Society 
From: John H. Henry, Chairman, Auditing Committee 
Subject: Audit Report of Treasurer's Records Jan. 1, 1985 to Dec, 

31, 1985. 
At the request of Vice-President Lew Boatwright, I have conducted 

an audit of the 99th BGHS financial records. In my opinion the record of 
receipts and expenditures appear reasonable. 

signed/ John H, Henry 
Chairman, Auditing Committee 

15TH AIR FORCE ASSCX::IATION 
(99TH BOMB GROOP) 

CCI'OBER 14 - 18, 1987 
Phone Number 
I will arrive on -

--------------------- Date-----
------------ I will depart on -------------Name _______________________________ _ Address -------------------------------

D Single lone persont $60 0 Small Suite $175 D Double $60 D Deluxe Suite $325 Triple $70 Quad :;; BO 

Zip ____ _ 
i1AI.L TO 

Please guarantee my room by O American Express 
g �=tercard 

1h�nHers 0 BRO'DMOOR Gold Card D Check Enclosed P.O. Box 31 
�redit Card - Exp. Colorado Springs CO 8090 I Unl�ss guaranteed. all rooms on availability basis only! • If thrs reservation is not honored on the above arr· I d b·11 d f rva ate or cancelled 48 hours · . r e or one night and the reservation cane II d 

prror to arrrval. the room will be •Ac e e. count must be settled in full upon departure. I will share with -----------­RESERVATION CTJT-OFF j'•JAIL THIS· FO.t1.i'1 TODAY! Oti CA1L �t'ff ��E AUGUST 31, 1987 
ANTLSHS · · � "" l-800-2J2 2J2J The 

� 
will ta.,rn your reservation Ho·.-J ,.;.nd send you confinnation! ! ! ! 

And now a flash from our favorite War Correspond.ent - ,Tess e Hobbs 
In Nov. 194J a pilot in another crew complained that he could not find fuel for a working model of a steam engine, his most prized possession. Harold Griese and I decwided that a suitable substitute could be produced from cheap and available purple death wine. It was suggested by intrested personnel that the end product may possibly be converted to a secondary use as well. A group of volunteers relocated parts �JQ!i: and suitable 

substitutes from nearby dumps. Assembly was made in a fox hole for protection from 
possible bombing raids and or other hazards and production began. 

During tests of the first batch, blue flames dancing in front of the eager pilots 
eyes brought a smile to his face that was undisputed proof of success. Would processing 
through used aircraft tubing and the airtank boiler produce hazardous chemicals? 
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Was this protuct safe for human consumption? No one would take the risk and the project 
stalled. 

A Cpl. whose primary duty was driving a 6x6 would stop by the combat crew area 
almost daily to exchange rwners and shoot the bull. This likeable knight of the road had 
never been known to refuse an offer of wast of the grape. On his next visit the almost 
colorless liquid was displayed and the potential hazard explained. He scoffed at therisk 
and quickly downed about 2ozs mixed with lemon powder and a little water. After s7veral 
favorable �omments had another mounted his vehicle and drove away. About thirty minutes 
later we4ttrtught to attention by the continual sound of a vehicle horn and came out to 
investigate. Heading down hill from the direction of the 97th was a fast moving 6x6 
pursued by a jeep, the driver waving an arm and blQwing the horn in what seemed to be an 
attempt to stop a runaway vehicle. They zig'zaged through the tent area uprooting a few 
tent pegs but causing no major damage. It was the Cpl and following closely was the CO. 
The next day the grounded Pvt. made his report. He stated that his military career had 
suffered a setback but he felt no ill effects and the stuff must be at least 150 proof. 

Preparations were made to run another batch, and we were under way. The heat source 
for this masterpiece was 5 or 6 C ration cans filled with gasoline and could not be 
controlled. A metal plug had been removed and replaced with a wooden dowel in the boiler 
to act as a safety valve and prevent disaster in case of overheating. Griese and I started 
the fire and joined the chow line nearby. All was well until the plug let go �nd a 
fragrant and distinctive aroma drifting on a light breeze engulfed the ch?w line area. 
Every one froze in silence and disblief. Then someone yelled WHO THE HELLS FROM KENTUCKY 
and the line moved as one toward the source, leaving only the culprits standing where 
the line had been. That night the refinery disappeared and the 347th lost its fuel 
production capibility. � 

Jesse N Hobbs 
Fellow 99 era. 

I am seeking information tor the nick name and the logo of the 
B-17, /.i4:-8187. 

Thia B-17, was a Mickey Rardar aircraft. It went down Feb.27, 
194:5 into Switzerland after rlying squadron lead for the 34:6th. 
The target waa Augsburg, and our Pilot waa Len Smith. 

If there is anyone, who maintained this B-17, and knows the 
nick name and logo, Please drop me a card. 

Victor A. Fabiniak 
2310 E. Liberty Ave. 
Vermilion, Ohio 
4:4:089 

Yo�r.� ��-
Co

�
ad(�h,�·

P
· \ ( : . I 

i _ _  • . (..... ,; .. \ I .-. (' V,1- • 

Victor Fabiniak 
. - ·-..,,:--

Dear George: 22sep86 
Re: Bob Blackman's Letter in Sep. 1·-rewsletter - a�king for location 

of Odertal syn. o/R, southeastern Silesia - Our crew went there on 18dec44, 
(in a/c 232110 - that was shot down on same date.) 

a/c 232110 was not listed in earlier newsletter as going down on 
that date but it did, and we did, southeast of Budapest, Hungary. 

thanks 
Paul w. Capen, Box 26, Represa CA 95671 

Thank You, Paul 

Dear George -

gfc 

Perryton TX 
Sept. 21, 1986 

We wanted to report to you on the airline tickets we won in the 
drawing at Dayton. We flew to Seattle where we joined a tour to Vancouver 
and Expo 86, and then a 1700-mile bus tour through British Columbia and 
Alberta. Most beautiful country and we had a fine time. Thanks tothe 99th 
for the opportunity. 

Sincerely 
(Austin) Dean Terrel 

Dear Dean; 
Bernie Barr is the guy who put that deal over. He is 

a real Operator , a Big Time Operator. best geo. 
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IU MEMORIAM 

Geo F Coen 
c/o 99th B. G. His i..odcal Society 
2908 Aliso Dr1ve NE 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 

Hi Geo: 

Erwin J KoshareK 
l:C.l E Fairrwunt Ave 
Mi.l.v..au.Kee, ·t;i 5321 7 
(414) 96i.:8276 

Jriuc /-984 

Am enclosing copies of letter that Dillard Limcaugh had sent 
roe in regara to my fall in the tail section of B 17 article which 
appeared in the November 1983 issue of 99th B. G. Historical Society 
As I tola you aL the reunion in Hu.st on that I would send copy on to 
you. 

Get ting a lot of golf ir; now that I'm retired and looki11b 
for some job t.o keep me busy inthe v;inter months. Lookint, forwa-rd 
to  meetJ.ng all the fellows again st the mext reunion 

as always 

(��r.LJ 
Erwir1 KoshareK 

May 11 1984 
On the morning of Feb 8, 1945 I was in the 348th Squadron, 99th 

Bomb Group. I was flying ball turret with a crew that I d on•t recall the 
names of anyone. We were flying about !mile behind the 416th Squadron. 
As we were banking to go over the target I was looking at the 416th Squadron 
banking too. I saw two planes collide. One plane broke in half, the other 
went into a flat spin. One chute opened in the plane that broke in half. 

We flew within 3 or 4 hundred yards of him. The tail section went 
below us. I reported to the crew that two ,:,lanes had collided. V'/e kept 
calling them to bail out, But only one chute opened that I could see. I 

have told this old war story quite a few times in the last 39 years. 
I read Kosharek's story in the Nov. 1983 99th B.G. Historical Society. 

Then is when I found out that he rode the tail section down. I could not 
beli eve it. I was really surprised and happy that five men go� out. 

T/Sgt. Dillard Limbaugh, USAF (Ret.) 
341�5 Clearpool, Memphis TN 38118 

3 Kov 1981 

Dear George, 

Hope you are feeling better by now. After I talked to you, I called 
Terry Barton to ask him if he remembered who picked him and his crew up 
after his landing at Comiso air field, Sicily, on the 6th of August after 
the Fogf,ia t·aid of' that date. In case you rlidn't know, it was the "Bad Penny" 
I have also received a letter from him. Also talked to a ol' friend of yours 
by the name of W.W. Henderson, chewed him out for not applying for memeership 
in the Society. He told :ne he would e;et. hie applici:i.tion in and I hope you 
have heard fr010 him by this ti�e. I forgot to get his A.ddress bt1t his phone 
number is 1-904-438-5388. I will have to get his address as he_ wants some 
photos. w. u) fl·e1-1.dr::�3.,---, J ') J;- ,4..,J.e,,..Jc-.- S.1j Pe ... �· .... cv-l .. 

1 
I-/"'-, 

This newsletter of yours is great. My tail gunner, Paul Peterson, has 
visited oe. I ha.ve talked to my R.o. , LeRoy Garvis. Also a phone ca.11 fro::o 
Gushroske, who had flown some missions with me. 

Do you rember the newsletter with the pictures of the Bad Penny and 
Nobodys Baby. 11Nobodys Baby" was the plane I was flying on the first raid 
on Rome, I had forgotten that ite:11 until I was reminded by Peterson. It 
was the only plA.ne clainaged and not by enemy action. 
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A lot of fellows seem to vividly remember the 3rd of Ma.y raid on Tunis 
Are you aware the the "Bad Penny" was the only plane to make all three pass�s 
over the target that landed at Navarin after the raid. We wondered where the 
rest of the Group was and the grou.ri.d crews said they didn"t know. I' 11 agree 
thE1.t rald was some exp er :t�nce. 

George, I am sending you some more photos, a copy of the orders taking 
us overseas, and a copy of my diary. I don ' t  expect reproductions in the 
newsletter but think some of the people might enjoy seeing this j unk at the 
reunions. One of the pictures is of the original cadre of the 416th B.S. 
I am not certain but think the B-17 was the onl v one at Walla Walla at 
the time. The plane was narned 11Hunk of Hell". � 

Another itein. Buck and I took the Plane, "Hell from Heaven" to 
4 1 , 000 feet while at Walla. Walla.. The bombay tanks were loaded and we 
were still climbing at 41M but the plane onl y had about 20 hours on it 
and the cylinder head temps were running at the red line and we thought 
we might get in trouble if we burned the engines out with so few hourss 
The oxygen system was the old bladder system. Orance chewed us out when 
he lAarned of the flight. 

I apologize for ray tardiness iYl remitting my dues but will PRY a 
penalty for the lRtenesss. The Society can probably use the money anyway. 

Hoping to see you in April, 

C arl D.  hitche ll 
228 Wilder Place 
Shreveport LA 71104 

P.S. Lost my last newsletter saying who the contact was for the reunion. 
If possible, can you send me another, · if not, the name and address will be o.k. 

I was going to lecture Mitch for not being prompt, but maybe I t ct  
bette r change the sub ject . geo . 

Dear Bern i e :  
J u ly 1 3 , 1985 
K i s s i mmee , F la 

I am wr i t i n g t h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h a bi t of remorse because I cannot get to  Seatt le  t h i s 
month . I had p l anned to  get there , but thi ngs have come u p  w h i ch p revent  o u r  mak i n g t h e  
t ri p .  

I n  a nt i c i p a t i on of  s omeday bei ng ab l e  to  get to  a reun i on of the 99th , my wi fe and I 
took a t ri p  t o  I t a ly on May 6 ,  1985. I d idn 1 t rea l i ze u nt i l the last mi nute that we wou l d  
b e  i n  Rome on  V E  D ay (May 8) , s o  I t ook a l o ng a card f r om t h e  G I  re s t a u rant  AMEDEO 
" B roadway Bi l l 1 s 11 at 15 V i a  Fabi o Mas s imo ,  where C h a r l i e ,  Le o ,  and I ce l e brated  on  t h a t  
g reat  day- -we had h i t  rest camps i n  Rome that week--Char l i e  was the bar tender etc . i n  the 
offi cers c l ub at the 346th Squadron. I was i n  commun i cat i ons .  

W e  s p e n t  a n  hour  wa l k i ng from the Vat i ca n  and a s k i ng d i rect i ons  and fi na l ly found the 
Restaurant AMEDEO sti  1 1  there . It was c l osed , s o  I went i nt o  the store next door to f i nd  
o ut  when  i t  opened  and  met the  son of  t h e  man  who  owned it  i n  1945 . WOW !  Hi s name i s  
SERG IO  BERNARD I N I  and he  and h i s  w i f e  too k  u s  to  d i n ne r i n  t h e  rest a u ra nt a n d  we h a d  a 
g reat t ime-- ( p i ct u res enc losed). 

O u r  p l a n  h a d  been  to s pend  a few days i n  Fo gg i a ,  but we got way l a i d  on the I s l e of 
Capri --the fami ly of a fri end of m i ne (here i n  F l or i da) sh owed u s  a g re at t i me t h e re a n d  
kept u s  t h e re a n  extra  day s o  t h a t  w e  on ly h a d  two days i n  Fogg i a  ( a  beaut i f u l  
c i ty--118 ,000 popu l at i on--n i ce new rai l road stat i on ,  etc .) . The enc l osed p i cture i s  of me , 
s t a n d i n g  i n  f ro nt  of  t he  d e pot - - beh i nd me i n  V i a  Magg i o  2 3 - - t h e  ma i n  s t reet . I t 1 s a 
hP;u , t i f, i l  c: h n n n i n n  ;i rp ;i  wi t h  c: h ;i rlprf c: i rlPw;i l lf c:  ;i c:  vn1 1  r ;i n  C: PP 
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T h e  ent i re F .gg i a  a rea i s  now i n  farms and v i neyards -- l ots  of commerci a l  b u i l d i ng s  i n  

the out s k i rts and , a fter 40 year s ,  who can remember where what was .  We spent a day at  San  
R i ov a n n i  R otunda , Padre P i o 1 s Monastery , and passed one of t he  o l d  bases o n  the  h i ghway at 
Amenda l a  { I  th i nk i t  was the 97th). I t  i s  now an I t a l i a n  A i r F orce bas e .  

Tortare l l a  i s  st i l l  t here , but I cou l d  not recogn i ze much except a few bui ld i ngs wh i ch 
cou l d  have been HQ-- i t 1 s a n i ce l i tt le town now. I w i s h  I cou l d  h a v e  st ayed l on g e r  a n d  
asked more quest i ons . 

. We t ook  a l oca  1 t �a i n  from Nap les to  FoJgi  a ,  ( 5 hou rs) and s aw a 1 1  the  great scene ry 
go1 n� through !he mounta , ns--Benevento , Areano,  etc .  From F-O gg i a  t o  Rome we t rave l led past 
Cass i no { a l l  ni ce country) and saw the rebu i l t  monastery on top of the mountai n. 

I t  was a beaut i f u l  t r i p and brought back a l ot of memor i e s .  We were t reated ve ry we l l  
i n  Fo g g i a - - s tayed at  a v e ry c l a s sy hote l ,  t h e  HOTEL C I COLELLA  about a b lock from the 
stat i on. 

' 

I w i s h  I cou l d  get t o  Seatt l e ,  but i t 1 s not i n  the cards th i s year--we • 1 1  s u re ly be 
v i s i t i n g A l buquerque th i s  fa l l  and wi l l  check you a l l  out. 

S i ncere ly 

F ranci s A. 0 1 D0nne l l  

Known a s  0 1 Too le  i n  346th squad 

p . s. I 1 m st i l l  rece i vi ng two cop i es of t h e  news l e tte r . I me n t i oned i t  when  I s ent  my 
contr i but i on for the memori a l .  

p . p.s I n  c l ean i n g out boxes of stuf f ,  we are f i ndi ng names and addres ses - - 1 1 1 1  send t hem 
soon . 

'He have lost the name of the writer and pe'rhaps a second page. Sounds 
l ike Al Schroeder. Anyhow, we cannot resist the urge to print this one now. oe J o . 

De ar Jernie ; 
f 

N ovemb e �  29, 198 3 
As a · orme r SquHdron Le 8der for the 1116th Squadron J 1vas f n s  ri· te d to "'ead t"18 articl  • t' 11 b · r  

' I o � Il 8 -
- 1 , e in ne i. ovem e r  i.ews Letter by Ervin Yoshar k 

I f m 7 ·:1.e m r • 
1. e • 

t' 1 1 / , · . .. · 1 o :r s e rves ;ne c orre ctly, I was flying the le �ct p l ane f ne f. nth tna t da:, with Ro y Haggard as  c o-nilot 
, ) ct c or 

I an quite sure that Lt S ch 1"0 d · ,  · , , .  , 
el e ·1e nt durino- thi' s , . t . . • u Q an .11s crew Ne re l e aning t11e s e c ond 

·· t-> • 01s as rous 1nc:ulen t. 
The �id-air coll i s i on was e sp e cially tra � c  for m b turre t gunne r, ,Junior Goodman, who had bee n vrith '.1" 

g
cr..1.e ,., · · ... � nc. e

e ,
i· t

e
s

c
��

s e 
mt f 

b
a

l
l 

at P 1 fn t pa k ,-., l · · th , · · .; ·• "' ..L 1 n c e p .1. on 
/ . r , 1' oriaa rougn R ru trainini:;- at Drew .F'ie ld  and tr .,. , · , � bat n s s i ons with the ) 1 16th f tl '-' . i � n  on ,:'lan.r co :.1-

,, 
· " "  , ,. v , �ns . one o 1e fine men lost  in  the ace ident . 

ard ... t . 1 � 8 � J"'te? of assigning cre w members to differe nt crews wa s stand-, 1,n ac i ce auru18 n;r to:..i.r of co.-.ibat dut,ir from Augus t of 19-1 I t 1:: , f 19 1 5 out it W8S a proce dure whi ch I didn ' t  l i k� br> caus · t "' ' i · t
· !·· �. ,� "'a� 0 , ·� ' 

togethe r .for s ever al months. 
' � e 1 ., :) 1 U.J ,,1en v,ho clad flown 
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o 

�is  .: ·.w.z i�c 
f
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�����
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pl8ue s fro 1 tn� t une of tne co ll i s i on unti' l  t·,1"' 'l()--1ent 1- r a '  h '  t 
· 

l . . . � · 1 " · ,  1:- e a . is s ory. 
. n additi on to tne �rt i c le by Ervin Ko share k there was anothe 'r note of intere s t to me . 

' · 

, . �n page 12  a reference to  one of  t:1e bool.{s about B-l 7s me nti ons 8 oook . entitlea B-17 Plying Fortress  by Roge r Fre eman and · t . t that �,.le re are �wo pi ctures o f 99th �lane s .  
poin s o� v 

. . 
.. 

, 
Actually  the re are four p i ctures of the 99th, be cause on the s e cond 

����
r

i:
i

�
t

�
�e pago

, t
� 

�
he

}
cente r .of th� 

�
ook and on the b a c k  outer cove r of the ln ctur� w.1

�
?-: s . 1ows a Jee p w1t11 e leve n crew  :nemoe rs and des cribe s it as a l e  2d crew 01. a 9 (ch 3o "11b Grou::,) a t  A!nendola.  

Crew. 
Actually tne pi cture is o.f a )�16th Squ adron, 99th Bo :.1.b Group Lead  
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l'he s ame Junior Goodr:1nn w':.1.0 was l os t  in  the acc ident  is  s hown on 

the hood of the jee p .  
Al s o  i nthe p i cture are two 1ore of �Y c rew: a t the back left s i de of the jeep i s  Kieth Mct inch who wa s an out s tanding bo! :ili ardier ( I have the 

p i cture s to prove i t ) , and 'Ji ley ·Jatki ns , the fl ight engine er .  
A l so, if  my identificat ion of people i s  right the two officers 

in the driver I s s eat  of  t:1e jeep are i-Ia jar ·.,ia�rne Seward t�1e Squr:dron C .  ,._, . , ·3 t ' - ( '  . - 1 - ' ' ana , eur i,,c1.n1g11 t ,  tne Jperat ions Office!' . 
'I'he narne of t r1e ·.1l A no in tho backFrounci i s  : · 1 1 1 1 ,;e t :-1y . 1 1 , s o  i :.'  this was the na:me of one of one of our airpla;;es i n  ti:ie 99t11 ,;11 assur:1.ptio:-is will 

be corre c t .  
·.a th a l l  the points t�rn t I a ccum.ula ted  durine JJ tour :in Italy, 

I had t1:1e opt i on of re t;J_rntnc to  c i  vil i �n  l:i. fe on JJ.ne ;.= !5 , 1r3L�5 . 
I took the option ,  and then on JuLr 9t'1 I was hired b y  rs.n A·:,e ri can 

7orld Ai!'WB JS as a c opi lot . 
I flew for ?an Arn for 31�  ye o rs , and was fl7ing as a 7lt7 C aptain 

when }_ ret i red in 1'{(9 . 
Al tbough I had a ccumula ted  ove r  2 7 , 000 hc,urs of f'l 'T ing t ir.1e , I fee l 

that t:1e few c1undre d ho'vlrs l flew wi th t he :)9th nere the ,-:os t  rewarding • • • • •  
: • . See i ng the p i ct,;re of  t:ie )9th CO ,  I"ord Lauer,  brougl1t back .1e .rior-
1e s of �:3. wonderful 13-1 7  p il ot who was on his s e cond tour  o f  dut v ·ahen I �rn d the 
privd.lege of flyins 1)e hinci him .  Prior to Col .  Laue r 1  s final n:l s s ion ,  ;\x i s  Sally 
had b roedcRs t a -1e s s ace that t lie G-e r wns knew ttiat he wB s about to fl v- hh, las t -
1is s ion, a::-1ci ti1e L:1p l i cation ·.-m s c learly :;)ut that  the y were out t o  sh�ot hi ':, 
down. 

:::'Cle a ircraft t }in t (}A fle1J 
" 

'(- �  ;) 
1 • ' ' d . 

f' t 1 - - ; was no. c ·7 , wc1 1 cr1 na oeen one o_,_ :1.e 
best  B ir�lanes in the Group . 

i /eo dle s s  to  s a J, t :1.e t we re b adl J s:-:1ot up on this f :l:rwl  1is s i on of Col . La1J.er I s ,  ·Jnd the a irpla ne re qu.i. red ·1a jor  repairs , an.cl i f  I a.-1 :10t .1i s -t a ken 1. ... ,-, l ' ' -t:> t . . '-' never r _e ·;; ·c ,:1e s a: ��e a-1 - or  t i1.is 1is s ion .  
I bel ieve t �1cre we re s o:ne s erio�rn and fatal injuries t o  othe r ere ·:, :10:r1bers on "--'-1i s  · ·· "' "'  · ) t ·, " ·  1-L, a J.on, .>u - .., 0 1 .  Laue r C 8  1 e  t hrou::;11 ·.1n:i.n juro �L 

Vi l l e  F l o ra 

I n  the Mi l itary Hospita l  at 
Bad Ragaz , Swi tzerl and 

I remai ned i n  the hospi tal at Bad Ragaz from the  even i n g  of October  1 to the  ear l y 
a fternoon  of Tuesday , October 5 ,  1943 .  I was kept for observat i on ,  and a l so t o  wai t unt i l  
I cou l d  be transferred t o  the i nternment camp at Macol i n .  

Late  i n  t he  morni ng of October 2 ,  I was taken to the x-ray room to have some p i ctures 
taken to see i f  any bones  we re broken , or  whether  o r  not I had  rece i ved a ny i nterna l  
i nj u r i e s . They soon found that noth i ng was wrong .  My on l y  i nj ury was the cut on  my nose 
p l u s  a s l i ghtly sprai ned bac k ,  a bl ack and b l ue h i p  and a few other brui ses . 

Joe and  Norr i s both h ad  head  i nj u r i e s , and had to remai n i n  bed . I was al l owed to 
dress and rema i n  up for an hour or so i n  the afternoon , and then  was g l ad to get i n  bed 
agai n .  

We had  a l ot o f  v i s i tors ; everyone wanted to come i n  to see us . Swi s s  sol d i ers and 
offi cers came i n  often to ask questi ons or to tel l us somethi n g .  We were great ly  surpri sed 
at the l a rge number of Swi ss that spoke Engl i s h  very wel l .  It  seemed that c l ose to hal f of 
them spoke Engl i s h .  

S i ster  J osy Ber l i n ge r  was o u r  nurse . She was perhaps twenty-fi ve o r  s i x  years ol d .  
She had l i ved i n  Engl and and she spoke Engl i sh very wel l .  She was a l ways very good to  u s , 
and we had a l ot of  fun with her.  She tol d us that she had stood at the wi ndow of the very 
room we were i n  and saw our burni ng p l ane go down , and had seen our chutes open . 

J osy a l ways was b r i ng i ng us  thi ngs to eat . We got pi eces of choco l ate that are very 
hard to get i n  Swi tzerl and these days . A fri end of hers a l so sent us  each  a bar  o f  choc­
ol ate candy and wi shed us  a pl easant stay in  Switzerl and . 

Each n i ght before time to go to s l eep , Josy wou l d b r i n g  u s  tea o r  coffee to  d r i n k . 
She d i d  so much for us  whi l e  we were there that I cannot name them a l l ,  but none of us wi l l  
ever forget . 

Continued on page 21 
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH AIR  FORCE 
APO 520 , US ARMY 

22 December 1944 
ESCAPE STATEMENT 

1 .  2nd Lt Eugene W .  Hane r ,  0-714695 , 353rd Bomb Sq . 301st Bomb G roup 
Born - 16 May 1922 I nterrogated - 22 December 1944 
E n l i sted - 2 October 1942 M IA  - 7 November 1944 
Home Address - 1411 Cedar Bend Dri ve Returned to Duty - 14 Dec 1944 

Ann Arbo r ,  Michi gan 
Peacet ime Professi on - P lant Protect i on Duty - Co Pi l ot 

Work 
2 .  On 7 November 1944 , source was f ly i n g  as Co-Pi lot on a "B-17 11 du r ing  a m i s s i on to  

Mari bor . The p l ane was pi l oted by 2nd  Lt  Ku lp  (USA/SKP/304)  over the target and  just after 
bombs away , f l a k  h i t  t he p l an e ,  knock i ng out No . 1 engi ne and sett i ng i t  on f i re .  Soon 
afterwards , s  the bomb bays were h i t  and a l so set on fi re . The Navi gator (F/0 Rushmore) was 
h i t  in the shou l de r .  As bomb bay fi res cou l d  not be ext i ngui shed , the p i l ot gave orders to  
ba le - j u st E of  Mari bor at  19000 ft . (46 38 N 1 5  30 E ) .  A l l members of  the crew l eft the  
p l ane and a l l  chutes are thought to have opened .  Part i s ans reported that the p lane b lew up  
i n  m id  ai r .  

3 .  Never i n  enemy hands . 
4 .  Source landed i n  a va l ley j ust north of Ptug { 46 30 N - 15  55 E )  and was met by a 

c i v i l i an man and boy , and wi thi n h a l f  an hou r ,  by some Part i s a n s . The P a rt i s a n s  carr i ed 
source 1 s chute to a nea rby HQ , and th ree hours later sent h im  out , with gu ides , to another 
HQ North of where he landed . Here s ource met Sgt . Zamersk i , and Sgt Schesta from h i s  c rew , 
a n d  at d u s k  a l l  t ra ve l led  t o  another  HQ where t hey spent the  rest of the ni ght . A l l  
t rave l led from one Parti san HQ to another i n  an area j ust North  o f  Zagreb  { 45 SON  - 1 6 E ) 
pas s i ng near  N raske  { 45 56 N - 15 29E )  and were j oi ned by Lt K u l p  and F/0 Rushmore during 
the i r  j ourneys . Treatment at Partisan hands was good , but the further south  t hey moved , 
t he  rou g he r  the condi t i ons  became . On 25 November a l l  fi ve Ameri cans reached a mi s s i on at 
1
1 F l otsam 11 and after a few days moved - sti l l  under Parti san contro l - to  11 F u n g u s . 11 Here , 
the  l a ndi n g  ground  was under water ,  and the party on ly stayed l ong enough to have a mea l .  
Transport took the party on a fi ve-day j ourney vi a Ri has (44 46N - 15 54E )  to  Za ra (44 0 7 N  
- 1 5  1 5 E )  reached n i ght  1 0  December 1944 . D u r i n g  the j ourney ,  one river (unknown ) was 
crossed on a landi ng barge wh i ch carried the transport . Th ree n i g ht s  were spent at Zara  
aboard  a B r i t i s h C ru i s e r , and  on 1 3  December the party embarked on a B ri t i s h  Destroyer , 
wh i ch landed them at Bari 14 December 1944� 
4 I n c l s :  1 - Ltr 383 .6 

2 ,  3 ,  & 4 - Exhi bits " B 11 , 11 C 11 ,  & 11 F 1
1 J .G .J . KENNEDY 

Capt , A I S  
I nterrogater 

14/15 November 1944 You ita Janei s 
Pa rt i s a n G i r 1 
(Mravj l i ca )  

3-4 days 
December 1944 

Br it i sh  M i s s i on 

" F lotsam" 

T h i s  mi s s i on i s  s hort of cots  
provide the party with  a b l anket each 
appear to have good supp l i es of other 

EXHIBIT B 
Acted as I nterpreter for 
3 sources gave them food and 
Accommodati ons 
Provi ded food and accommodat i ons 
for source & h i s  4 compani ons . 
Condi t i ons were rough and 
Ame ri cans s l ept on tab les . 

(bed s )  , but has p lenty of b l ankets , and were ab l e  to  
when they left . A l l  boots are sma l l  s i zes , b ut  t hey 
c l oth i ng .  
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HEADQUARTERS F I FTEENTH AIR  FORCE 
APO 5 20 ,  US Army 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 
1 .  Sgt Thurston C .  Medl i n ,  33227010 , 347th Sq , 99th Grou p .  

28 December 1944 

Born - 7 August 1921 I nterrogated - 28 December 1944 
Enl i sted - 3 October 1942 M IA  - 7 November 1944 
Home Address - 309 Ashl awn Dri v e ,  Norfol k ,  VA RTD - 27 December 1 944 
Profes s i on - I nteri or  Dec . and Draftsman M i s s i ons  - 9 sort ie s  

Duty - Photographer 
1 .  Sgt Jack R .  Cooke , 1816235 2 ,  347th Sq , 99th Grou p .  

Born - 1 4  May 1922 
En l i sted - 28 October 1942 
Home Address - B l ack Apt . O l omu l gee , 
Profess i on - Student 

Okl a 

I nterrogated - 28 December 1944 
M IA  - 7 November 1944 
RTD - 27 December 1944 
Mi ss i ons - 5 

Duty - Engi neer 

2 .  M i s s i o n was to  Ma r i bo r  N o r t h  M/Y . F l a k  made di rect h i t  on No . 2 engi ne j ust before 
bombs away , sett i ng i t  on fi re ;  one mi nute l ater  another d i rect h i t ,  someo ne e v i de nt l y  i n  
nose ye l l ed he was h i t .  Pi l ot gave o rder over i nterphone to bai l out as he was f i gh t i ng to 
contro l the p l ane whi ch was d i v i ng at 35 degree ang l e .  Source 1 c l imbed out of camera we l l  
a n d  went to  wa i s t  and  w i t h  S o u rce 2 and the other wa i s t  gunner ba i l ed out of wa i s t  doo r .  
Al l th ree c l eared s h i p  s uccessfu l l y ,  at a l t i tude of  1 9 , 000 feet . Sources s aw two more men 
l e ave  p l a ne s u c ce s s fu l l y  at 7 ,000 feet . Source l ' s  l eg straps were not fastened on  j ump , 
chute caught at h i s  neck and hel d on  u nt i l  he  h i t .  
3 .  Once i n  enemy hands . 

Sou rce 1 l anded 75 feet from a l i ght l y  wooded a rea , cutt i ng h i s  l i p  and i nj u ri ng both 
knees s l i gh t l y .  Source 2 came down 150 yards away and j oi ned source.  C i v i l i ans s urrounded 
t h em b u t  at f i r st  kept  a respect f u l  d i st ance  away . ( 46 35 N - 1 5  49 E) . An o l d man 
approached and then shook hands . A g i rl approached , s i gna l l ed that her father co u l d  s p e a k  
E n g l i s h , l ed t h em to h e r  hou s e .  Sources tal ked wi th  t h i s  50 year o l d  man who sai d h e  had 
l i veq i n  the mi dwestern U . S .  for 15 years , l eav i ng i n  1924 .  He had a German  accen t .  After 
feedi n g  t h em , he  to l d  s o u rces  t h at  t h e re were no Part i sans  a round and "Don ' t  worry , 11 to 
addi ti onal quest i ons as ked . Another man came u p  a n d  h o s t  i n t e r p reted t h at s o u rces mu s t  
report  to  Y u go s l a v  po l i ce ,  s a i d  i n  answer t o  quest i on s  that these were not connected wi th 
the Gestapo . Sources gave name ,  ser i a l  number to hos t ,  who with two other Yugos l a v s  began  
l e a d i ng sou rces a l ong road through open country . Sources asked the  Yugo what wou l d  happen 
i f  they ran ; he repl i ed that the pol i ce were a l l a ro u nd  t h e  a rea  l oo k i ng  f o r  t hem , t h at  
t hey wo u l d n ' t  g et  h a l f a mi l e ,  a n d  not  to  worry . He  wou l d  g i v e  n o  further i nfor t i on .  
Most of  the Yugos they passed en route  s eemed symp at het i c  a n d  one  c i v i l i a n  t h ey p a s s ed 
mot i oned to  s o u rces  to r u n . The  party stopped at a sma l l i nn where sources were l eft at 
door whi l e  thei r escort went i n .  A g i rl from a nearby house came fai r ly  c l ose to s o u rces , 
po i nted t o  a n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g ,  a c h u rch , 1 00 yard s  away , s a i d  11 Gestapo , 11 ran her f i nger 
a�ross her throat,  an� mot i o ned  f o r  s o u rces  to  r u n  to a n e a rby wood s . T h ey ran and 5 
m i n utes  l a t e r  t h e  g i r l a p peared  i n  t h e  woods and  l ed them 2 mi l es to a ci v i l i an ' s  home 
where they met two Part i sa n s .  Here t hey s t ayed u n t i l n i g h t .  Sources  were s h own t h e i r 
l ocat i on on the escape ma p .  Around 1 1  p .m . sou rces and Part i sans l eft , and s l ept i n  a barn 
f i ve  hours away . They remai ned h i dden here unt i 1  t he  next  n i g h t ,  t r a ve  1 1  i ng  to  a nother  
barn . The  Parti sans wou l d  t ry several houses before they cou l d  f i nd someone to  h i de them . 
Th i s  second n i ght sources heard fi ri ng i n  the v i c i n i ty when thei r Parti san  fri ends had l eft 
t hem a t  one  p l ace , a n d  soon  t h ey returned and moved sources to another house . The party 
wandered around f rom house to house i n  t h i s  v i c i n i ty unti l 1 2  November when an  o l d  man  l ed 
s o u rces  t o  a n o t h e r  h i de-out  wh ere they were l oaded , st i l l  i n  uni form on a cart crossed 
the _Drava R i ver  on a wooden br idge  at ( 46 33 N - 1 5  28 E Y ,  p r oceeded' t h ru mounia i ns  on  
t r a i l t o  an  i n n atop  t he  P o ho i j e range  at  6 a .m .  Rested here , we nt on  u nt i l  1 1  a .m .  
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c a r ry i ng s u pp l i e s on back , when they reached a cabi n .  They stayed here a l l n i ght  and for 
three days changed from house to house i n  same v i c i n i ty .  Among pers?ns met wa� a n  I t a l_ i a n 
who j o i ned t h e  p a rty . O n  1 6th , p a rty s t a rted south aga i n ,  but mi s sed couri � rs on  fi rst 
n i ght  and stayed two n i ghts l onger .  The man �i th wh?m . they s t a�ed  was  v e ry n i ce to  t h em 
but  s eemed a f ra i d a l ways of the Germans payi ng a v i s i t .  He  sa i d they usua l l y  came aro�nd 
once a day .  He a l so revea l ed that a p arty of 5 Ameri cans had pas sed a l o n g  t h� route  f i ve 
days before . Pa rty made contact wi th cou r i e rs about the 19th , an� started ag�i n .  �hey ran 
i nto  party of 5 Germans on the trai l ,  had to run . back another t ra: l to a Part i � a n  p i l l box , 
where t hey s t ayed  four  n i g h t s  before  contacti ng the next couri er , who ca�ri ed th�m to a 
Part i san " adred" hqs . Next n i ght they wal ked for several  hours . The fol l owr n� morn: ng � 24 
Novembe r ,  they arri ved at a Bri t i sh Mi s s i on and were carri ed to  a nearby Ameri can mi ss i on .  
At t ime of  arr i va l  th i s  va l l ey was l i berated by Part i sans  but  o n  4 Decembe r , t h e  Ge_rm� n s  
made a push wes t  from 46 20 N - 15  02  E ,  captu ri ng Mos i rj o  { 46 20N - 1 5  00 E) , and bri ngi ng 
the  Part i san a i rf i e l d nea r t h e s e  u n d e r  f i r e .  M i s s i o n n a t u ra l l y  c a n c e l  l ed request  for  
p l a ne s  to  l a nd  to  evacuate  s o u rces . O n  6 December sources w ith  mi s s i on , m seven i n  a l l ,  
j ou rneyed south by Smartus ( 46 02  N - 14 54 E) and Mot n i k  ( 46 1 3  N - 35 E) where t h ey were 
h e l d on  a mou n t a i n top  for  t h ree days becau s e  G e rman s  were s en d i ng  t:oops a l ong  road 
no rt hea s t . On g Decembe r s o u r ce s ' p a r ty c r o s s ed road � n de r  protect i on _ o f  P a rt i s a n  
b a t t a l i o n .  T hey s pent  t h e  n i g h t  i n  a v i l l age about 1 0  mi l es south o f  Motn i ck , and �ere 
he l d up agai n by Germa n  r i v e r  p a t ro l s f o r  _ t h ree n i g� t s . T h ey c r o� s ed t h e  �a v a  R i �e r  
between Sma rno  a n d  L i t ij a  { 46 04 N - 1 4  5 0  E )  o n  n i g h t  o f  14th  fi ve at a ti me .  Whi l e  
wa l k i ng south on the 15th , the Bel l agarda ( Wh i te Genera l , Yugos .) att acked  t h e  r e a r  �u � rd 
of p a rty and sources conti nued south to Mek i nj o  { 45 59N - 14 43E) where one of t h� mi s s i on 
l e ft  pa rty for a nother  dest i n at i on . So u rces reached  Zugemoec k  ( 45 50 N - 24 57 E) 
c ros s i ng K i r k a  r i v e r  at  O u o r  { 45 43  N - 1 4  58 E) on  t h e  1 7 t h . By cart they went thru 
Sen i ce to Rozanec { 45 36N - 15  10 E) where they s pent  t he  n i g h t  at Ame r i c a n  h ome . T hey 
arri ved at B ri t i sh mi s s i on on 20 Decembe r .  

O n  t h e  2 7 t h  sources l e ft by C-47 , arr i v i ng i n  Foggi a t hat afternoon . They arr i ved by 
truck i n  Bari on the 27t h .  

7 Inc l s :  
1 - 2  
3 
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Append i x  B 
Appendi x C 
Append i x  D 
Appendi x E 
Appendi x  F 

APPEND IX  B 

M .J . FOREHAND , 
1st  Lt . ,  A . C . ,  
I nterrogator 

Senor  M a r i o ,  { V i a  S an  M a rco No . 36 , T r i este) .  Ita l i an who j o i ned sou rces i n  N?rth 
Yugo . Hel ped keep sources posted on devel opments .  Kept at G .  G rad by Part i sans . Ameri can 
mi s s i on t h i n k s  P a rt i s a n s  may k i l l  h i m .  He h a d  escaped  from German l abor battal i on i n  
Hamburg . 

Kool l i ck J anka , D r .  Zarbarapri chari bo i ses , S l ovenj a ,  Yu�os l a v i a .  
Kraj ne P ranc ( Ti govce) Lv . l earku i  pri Vu rberger � S l oveni a ,  Yugos� avi a 
These  we re t h e  f i r s t  two P a rt i s a n s  met , carri ed t hem from Mari bor area . Col l ected 

money for Part i san cause . 
"Vera" and 11 Ci nna 11

, hel ped sources i n  Pohorj o .  Gi r l s names are Part i s an names . 

J o h n  R am uta , Ame r i can , and  wi f e ,  at Rozanec . Says two sons i n  mari nes , one 1 3  year 
o l d i n  Parti san a rmy .  

Captai n Fi sher , Ameri can mi s s i on i n  G .  Grad .  
Maj or L i ndsay , American  mi s s i o n  i n  G .  Grad . Has  speci a l  a s s i gnment . 
Maj ors Roberts , Matthews , Merv i n ,  B r i t i s h  m i s s i on at G .  Grad . 
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Mi s s i on l ocat ions : 
American  and B ri t i s h  mi s s i on s  - G .  Grad { 48 18 N - 14  49 E ) . 
B r i t i s h  m i s s i o n , 9th Corps near Sen i ce .  

Money : 
No r t h  o f  S a v a  n o  money c h a rged . 

spent escape k i t  money . 
E s cape  k i t  money kept  f rom south of Sava R i v e r .  

APPEND IX C 

Money came i n  handy . 
Suggest i ons : 

1 .  Need h i g h-top combat s hoes . 
2 .  Shou l d  carry musette bag of suppl i e s .  
3 .  G . I . shoes i n  snow wore ouf ha� f�ay 11

back . 
4 .  Dog tags were suffi ci ent ; ' off i ci al documents ·d� much good . 
5 .  O p i n i o n v a r i e s o n  s i d e - a rms . O n e  s o u rce bel i eves gun  wou l d  he l p wi th neutral 

c i v i l i ans . 

APPEND IX D 

Sources saw four dead Parti sans  shot through head and str i pped . 

Mi l i tary i nformati on : 
Sou rces  s ay the i r f i r s t  P a r t i s a n  he l pers sai d bombi ng  of M/Y at Mari bor mi s sed rai l 

yards but h i t  a n  a i rp l ane fabri c factory on northwest corner of town . 

P a rt i s a n  to l d s o u rces t h e r e  were 3 , 000 to  10 ,000  German t roops concent rated on SE 

outski rts of  Mari bor . 
Ameri can mi s s i on sai d they had sent i n  report of 2 ,000 German t roops i n  Lj ubi n a .  

German t roops mov i ng north a l ong road . 
s t r i p b u i l t  by P a rt i s a n s  between Gong i  Grad  a n d  Moz i nj o  ( 4 6  20 N - 1 5  00 E ) , 5 

ki l ometers SW of Wozi nj o .  

APPEND IX E 

One  PW  camp ( R u s s i  a n , F rench , Ameri can )  southwest of ci ty .  " Robert " a. German. SS man 

f o r  Ame r i c a n s  t o l d  of 10 R u s s i a n s  ra i d J n g camp a n d  re l ea sed  50  R u s s i a n p r i soners  

successfu l l y .  Two wounded i n  escap e ,  one k i l l ed .  

" Robert , "  Ge rma n ,  s p i k e  f re nc h , Germa n ,  Engl i sh f l u\:!_nt l y ,  i s  Amer ican  saboteur and 

i n former .  Works wi th Parti sans i n  s abotage . S o u rce s  met h i m  at  Ame r i can  m i s s i o n  i n  G .  

G rad . 

APPEND IX F 

J e r n i g a n , W i l b u r  R . ,  Sgt - Parti sans i n  Mari bor a rea s ay he  was captured by Gestapo , 

fel l  a l most i n  the  Drava i n  parachute l andi n g .  Was carr ie? to s am� headquarters as sources 

but escaped from s ame 5 mi nutes after sources l eft . Was fi rst to J ump from p l ane . 

We i keat h ,  2nd  Lt . ,  p i l ot - C ap t . Staggers at 9th Corp . Br i t i sh Mi s s i on , s a i d  he  h ad 

preceded sources back by 10  days . 

Robert s , T homa s , Sgt . - Capt . S t a g ge r s  s a i d  a Sgt Roberts had come t h rough 10 days 

before . 
Lt Denver R .  Spry ,  Co-p i l ot 
Lt Young , Navi gator 
Sgt Krapan , Eng i neer 
Sgt H a ro l d  E .  Hansen , R/0 
Sgt H arry E .  K l i nkert , T/G 

) 
) 
) - and enl i s ted bombardi er  
) no word 
) 
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This installment of the War Diary was found out of order in the 
microfilm, as were the months of July and August 1944. so

. we are dropping 
back to publish the miss e d  items in �ore or le ss chronological order .  geo . 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT I ND ICATED AS BAS I S  FOR CITATION 

On 4 J u l y  1943 , an order was i ssued di rect i ng t h ree groups of heavy bombers to attack 
and destroy enemy a i rcraft  on a n  a i rd rome i n  S i c i l y ,  a i r c r a ft  t h at mi g ht  be a s e v e re 
h i n d r a nce  to  o u r  i n v a s i o n e ffo rt s  s c h edu l ed for on ly  fi ve days hence . The battl e order 
whi ch reached the 99th Bombardment Group (H ) on that day , di rected that it shoul d l ead two 
o t h e r  Bomb a rdment G rou ps , t h e  97th and 30 1st on a mi s s i on to Gerbi ni Ai rdrome , Si ci l y  on 
the morni ng of 5 J u l y  1943.  Fragmentat i on bombs were to be dropped by the 99th Bomb G roup  
w i t h  the purpose of destroyi ng enemy ai rcraft o n  t he  south ha l f  of t he  mai n ai rdrome and on 
the adj acent a rea . Th i s  target was of p r i me i mpo rt a n ce becau se  at  t h at t i me , t he  m a i n 
a i rdrome a n d  s a te l l i te s  a t  Ge rb i n i  consti tuted the  pri nci p l e Si ci l i an bases for f i ghters 
wh i ch had to be destroyed before the i nv as i on .  

A l t ho u g h  o n l y  twenty - f o u r  ( 24 )  p l a ne s  [we re ]  r e q u i red for the m i s s i on , the ground 
personnel put forth strenuous efforts and early on the morni ng of 5 J u l y  1943,  twenty-ei ght 
( 28 )  F l y i n g  F o r t r e s s e s  of t h e  9 9 t h  Bomb G ro u p  l i fted  t h e i r cargo of men and bombs and 
headed i nto the northeast on thei r mi ss i ons to destroy the enemy . Short l y  after rendezvous 
wi t h  t h e  other two groups one of ou r bombers was forced by mechani cal t roubl e to return to 
i ts base . The remai n i ng twenty-seven ( 27 )  F o rt s  of t he  g rou p ,  u n d e r  t h e  l eaders h i p  o f  
Col onel FAY R .  UPTHEGROVE ,  the Command i ng  Offi cer ,  bored stead i l y  onward toward the  t arget . 

As t h e  f o rma t i o n  d rew nea r t he  t a rget area  i t  was  o b s e rved  t h at t he  enemy was  
prepar i n g  to prevent the  destructi on of i ts pri n c i pa l  ai rdrome and  the  a i rcraft  on  i t  i f  
that were at a l l poss i bl e .  Swa rms of  enemy 109s , FW 190s , and Macchi 202s were sweepi ng u p  
t o  reach  t he  bomber s  a s  t h ey w e n t  stead i l y  on  t owa rd t h e  t a rget a t  a n  a l t i t ude  o f  
twenty-one thousand ( 21 ,000 ) feet . About fi fteen ( 1 5 )  mi nutes before reach i ng t he i r  target 
the group was sudden ly  attacked by the enemy f i ghters wh i ch now numbe�at l east one h undred 
( 100)  a i rcraft . 

F i e rce and  a g g res s i ve e n c o u n t e rs took pl ace as the enemy formed up  i n  a coordi nated 
seri es of attacks .  Some of the enemy pressed attacks in groups of four ( 4 )  to s i xteen { 16 )  
f rom ten  o ' c l o c k  to  two o ' c l ock i n  l i ne astern and l i ne abreast . Many of these were very 
determi ned , cont i nu i ng thei r f l i ght ent i re ly  through our f o rmat i o n  w i t h  mach i ne g u n s  and  
cannon  b l a z i ng . Other  groups of four  ( 4 )  to  s i x  { 6 )  made cont i n uous passes f rom the  rear  
whi l e  sti l l  others were attack i ng  s i ng ly  and  i n  twos from a l l ang l e s .  Two l arge formations 
q ueued  up in  l i ne astern paral l e l  and on each s i de of  our formati on then peel ed off one at 
a t i me ,  fi rst on one s i de and then on the other , a ttack i n g o u r  g r o u p  f rom th ree ( 3 ) a n d  
n i ne ( 9 )  o ' c l o ck . T h e  e v i dent  p u r po se  of  t he attackers was to b reak up  o u r  format ion , 
knock out as many bombers as poss i b l e  and so d i s rupt t he g r o u p  t h at i ts bomb i ng wou l d  be  
ent i rely i neffectua l . But  i n  th i s  t hey fai l ed mi serab l y .  

F i ght i ng  back wi th cool and steady ner ve s  o u r  c rews c o n t i nued  re l e n t l e s s l y  t o  t h e  
t arget . E nemy f i g h t e rs were s t reami ng down envel oped i n  f l ames whi l e  others expl oded i n  
mi d-a i r  as our g u n n e r s  p ut  t h e i r b u l l ets  i nto  g a s  t a n k s  and  ot her  v i t a l  p a r t s  of  t he  
p l a ne s . T he  e nemy too  sco red agai nst our  group a s  th ree ( 3 ) o f  t he  99th bombers fel l to 
the sustai ned attack . But i n  s p i te of the fury of the battl e ,  i n  spi te of the l o s s  of t he  
bombe r s , a n d  i g no ri n g  t h e  h e a vy ,  accurate f l ak that was burst i ng  among our  ai rcraft , the 
g roup remai ned i n  perfect format i o n  and dropped i ts l oad of bombs with devastati ng resu l t s .  

t h e  who l e of  t h e  a rea  a s s i g ned  a s  a t a rget t o  t h e  99th  Bomb G r o u p  w a s  cove red 
thorough ly  and compl etely with an  exce l l e nt  pattern  of  h i t s . Of t h e  twe n ty-e i g ht  ( 28 )  
enemy a i rcraft on the ground i n  the south ha l f of the a i rdrome and adj acent d i s persal  a rea , 
offi c i a l  i nterpretat i on of  photographs c redi ted th i s  group with the dest ruct ion  o r  s e r i o u s  
d amage  o f  twenty ( 20 ) o f  t h e se  a i r c r a ft  on  t h e  g ro u n d . I n  add i t i o n , b u  i 1 d i n g s , 
i nstal l ati ons , storage pi ts , revetments and previ ously damaged hangars i n  t h e  t a rget a rea  
were h ea v i l y  h i t .  T he  enemy had been g i ven a crush i ng b l ow .  The aeri a l  battl e conti n ued 
for near ly  a fu l l hour and when  t he  l a s t  of t h e  e nemy p l a n e s  broke  o f f  t h e  attack  h i s  
n umbers  h a d  bee n cut  i n  h a l f by t h e  dead l y  accu rate  f i re o f  the 99th Group ' s  gunners . 
Offi ci a l l y veri f i ed c l a ims of t h i s  g roup were thi rty-ei ght ( 38 )  enemy a i rcraft  de st royed , 
e l even ( 1 1 )  probably destroyed and one ( 1 )  damaged ; a total o f  fi fty ( 5 )  i n  the  ai r .  U p  to 
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that t ime , t h i s  was the g reatest number ot" enemy ai rcraft e v e r  de stroyed by o n e  G roup  i n  
aer i a l  b a t t l e .  Added to those knocked out on the g round , the total reached seventy ( 700 ) 
ai rcraft destroyed or badly damaged by twenty-seven ( 27 ) bombers of the 99th Bomb Group  i n  
an  hour ' s  t ime . 

Out of al l the furi ousness of the battl e ,  a number of  outstand i n g feats were recorde d .  
One wai st gunner was offi ci a l l y  credi ted w i th the destruct ion  o f  seven ( 7 )  enemy a i rcraft , 
wh i c h was  at  t h at t i me a n  u n s u rpassed record i n  any theater  and s i nce has reputedl y  been 
su rpassed by on ly  one man i n  another theater of operati o n s .  The Fort re s s  f rom wh i c h t h i s  
g u n n e r  sent  h i s  dead l y  h a i l o f  l e ad c a r r i ed o t h e rs too who were dea l i n g deat h a n d  
destructi on t o  the enemy f i ghters . The c rew o f  t h i s  one ai rpl ane accounted for a tota l  o f  
twel ve (1 2 )  offi ci al ly  c redi ted enemy a i rcraft destroyed and one (1 ) damaged which  i s  sti l l  
a record for one bomber .  Crews of our bombers who observed thei r three ( 3 ) s i ster s h i ps go 
down c l a i med t h at o ne  of them a l one knocked at l east s i x  ( 6 )  enemy fi ghters f rom the s ky ,  
a l though these p l ay no part i n  the offi c i a l  tota l s .  

T h e  top  t u r ret g u n n e r  o f  one  o r  ou r l o s t  F o rt s , S / Sgt  AL L E N  B .  H UCKABE E , who  
parachuted to  safety and  was captured on ly to  l ater escape and  rej oi n  the  g rou p ,  had  t h i s  
t o  say about  t h e  enemy f i g h te r s  dest royed that day . "The Ita l i ans tol d  u s  we shot down 
fi fty-one ( 5 1 )  of thei r p 1 anes i n  that fi ght . "  

When the 99th bombers retu rned to bas e ,  i t  was found t hat i n  add i t i on t o  the three ( 3) 
bombers and thei r crews who went down near the target , two c rew members h a d  been wounded 
and  n i ne (9 ) of our  ai rcraft damaged by fl ak and  enemy fi ghters . 

I t  had been a terri fi c stru gg l e and our  l osses were severe but the enemy had s u ffered 
a b l ow wh ich  made h im  i ncapab l e of domi nati ng the s k i es when  our  t roops l anded on  S i ci l y  i n  
the i nvas i on whi ch sta rted j ust f i ve ( 5 )  days l ater .  

For  thei r part i n  the  successful accomp l i s hment of th i s  i mportant mi sJ i on ,  a number ?f 
awards were made to those who cont ri buted  o u t s t an d i ng  a c t s  i n  t h e  f u l f i l l ment  o f  t h e i r 
duti es . 

S u c h  h e roi c deeds  a n d  o u t s t a nd i ng res u l t s  obta i ned i n  t h e  a ccomp l i s hme nt of  a 
dangerous and important mi ssi on refl ect great c red i t  upon t he 99th Bomb G r o u p  ( H )  and  t he  
Ai r Forces of  the Uni t ed States Army . 

PROPOSED CITATION 

99th  BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H ) . F o r  o u t s t and i ng  performance of duty i n  a rmed confl i ct 
wi th the enemy on 5 J uly 1943.  When i t  was necessary to neutral i ze S i ci l i an-based f i g ht�rs 
immed i ately pr ior  to the i nv as i on ,  t he  9 9 t h  Bomba rdme nt  G r o u p  was  c a l l ed o n  t o  fu r n i s h  
twenty - f o u r  (24 ) B- 1 7  ty pe  a i rcraft to attack with  f ragmentat i on bombs and dest roy enemy 
f i g h te r s  a n d  i n s ta l l a t i o ns o n  t h e  s o u t h  h a l f  o f  t he  m a i n a i rf i e l d  at Gerb i n i . As  
twenty-seven ( 27 )  B - 17s  of the 99th Bombardment Group  neared the  target , they were attacke� 
by an est imated one-hundred ( 100 ) enemy a i rcraft cons i st i ng  of ME-109 s , FW 190s , a�d Macchi 
20 2s , wh i c h made p e r s i s tent aggres s i ve and determi ned attac�s from a l l � ngl es , s �ngl y �nd 
i n  groups , i n  a furi ous attempt to break up t he bomber format i o n .  Retu rni ng the f i re wi th  
deva stat i ng effect , the 99th Bombardment Group successfu l l y  penetrated the enemy d_efenses 
and dropped three-thousand two-hundred and forty (3 , 240 ) fragmen!ati on bombs , cov � r i n g  t h e  
a s s i g ned  t a rget s o  comp l e te l y that twenty (2) out o f  twenty-ei ght (28 ) enemy fi �hters on 
the g round were destroyed and many i nsta l l ati on s ,  i n c l ud i n g  �a n g a r s , f� e l  s u p� l i e s ,  � n d  
ammu n i t i on dumps were severe ly  damaged . Duri ng  t h e  battl e  with  enemy fi ghters i n  the a i r ,  
wh i ch conti nued befo re , d u r i ng and  a f t e r  t h e  bomb i ng r u n , t h e  F o rt re s s es of  t h e  9� th  
Bomba rdme nt G ro u p  too k  a t e r r i f i c  t o l l of  t h e  enemy p l a ne s .  Offi ci al  a pproved c l a i ms 
cons i sted of  th i rty-ei ght ( 38 )  fi ghters destroyed , e l even ( 1 1 )  probab l y  de st royed a n d  o n e  
( 1 )  dama ged , aga i nst  the l os s  of three (3) bombers . The destruct i on o f  seventy ( 70 )_ e�emy 
fi ghters by t h i s  group i n  a s i ng l e  m i s s i on was a seri ous b l ow t o  t he  defenses  o f  S i c i l y ,  
a n d  p l ayed  a maj o r  part i n  sett i ng the stage for the  i nvas i on f i ve  ( 5 )  days l a�er . By �he  
courage , heroi sm and  determi n at i on of the  ai r crews , together wi th the  p rofes s i o n a l  s k i l l  
a n d  devo t i on to duty of the g round personnel , the offi cers and men of  the 99th Bombardment 
Group have ref lected great c red i t  upon themsel ves and the Armed Forces of the Uni ted States 
of Amer i ca . 

I 
' 
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OPERATIONS ORDERS 

HEADQUARTERS F I FTH W I NG ( US )  

APO 5 20 

4 J u l y  1943  
2000 " B "  

OPERATIONS ORDER 
M ISS ION FOR 5 JULY 1943 

NO 5 

1 .  Medi ums attack i ng GERB I N I  SATELL I TES and S IC ILY  RADAR I NSTALLATIONS at 1 230 1 330 . 
Second Bomb G p  attack i n g G E R B I N I  NO  6 at 1 4 30 .  R e ndez vou s  wi t h  36 f i g hter s  o f  1 4 t h  

F i g h t e r  G p  at HAMMAMET at  10 ,000 feet at 0952  hours . Rendezvous wi t h  Sp itf i res from MALTA 
30 mi l es North of VALLETTA MALTA at 22 , 000 feet , 1 102 B hou r s . C ro s s  c o a s t  o f  S I C I LY at  
PUNTA S I CCA at  1 1 10 B hou rs . 

2 .  Twe nty F o u r  Heav i es each grou p .  Ta rget GERB I N I  AI RDROME and GERB I N I  NO 4 and 5 .  
Ta rget t ime 1 1 30 B hours (TI ME IMPORTANT ) .  
LEAD : 99th BOMB GP , 97th BOMB GP , 30 1 st BOMB GP 
RENDEZVOUS :  chateaudun , 6000 feet . - 08 30 B h o u rs - H AMMAME T ,  1 0 , 0 0 0  feet , 

0952 B hours . 
SPIT REND EZVOUS 30 mi l es North Va l l eta , 22 ,000 ,  1 10 2 B hours . 

ROUTE OUT : CHATEAUDUN , HAMMAMET ,  30 mi l es North VALLETA , PUNTA SECCA , S I C I LY , 
I . P . ,  TARGET . 

I N I TIAL POI NT :  RAD DU  SA 
AXIS  OF ATTACK : 90 deg to 105 deg . 
BOMB I NG ALTITUDE : (99th - 21 ,500 )  - ( 97th - 23 ,000 ) - ( 30 1 s t  - 22 ,000) 

R IGH T  TURN RALLY : 
ROUTE BACK : REVERSE ROUTE OUT ,  RETURN M I N IMUM ALT ITUDE ACCOUNT H EADWI NDS. 

3 .  a .  99th Bomb Gp - Att a c k  South  H a l f G ERB I N I  AI RDROME a n d  d i s pe rsal  a rea , as 
schedu l ed for Ju ly  4th . Axi s  of attack 105 degrees . 

b .  97th Bomb Gp - Att a c k  No rth ha l f GERB IN I  AI RDROME a nd D I SPERSAL AREA .  AX I S  
O F  ATTACK :  90 degrees . 

c .  301st  Bomb G p  - B l a n k et w ho l e a i rd rome , GERB I N I  SATELL ITE  4 and 5 .  Axi s  of 
Attack :  100 degrees . 

d .  E scort  by 36 P - 38 s  o f  1 4 t h  F i ghter Group and 24 Spi tfi res f rom MALTA h i gh 
cover .  

e .  Bomb l oads frag , i nterval ometer sett i ng 200 a l l  groups . Groups cauti oned to 
meet rendezvous t i mes on schedul es , control l ed g round s peed probl em . 

4 .  No Change . 
5 .  Group Commanders on VHF on l y  i n  case of emergency . 

MAP OF COURSE 

I NTELLIGENCE REPORT 5-7-43 

PHONED TO New Market W I NG , T I ME 1700 
1 .  Uni t  Notary . 
2 .  AT 0807 28 Underwear Took off to Bomb 

Time No . A/C Type a/C Mi s s i on 
Gerbi ni  A/D 1 returned ear ly  27 
Target No . A/C No . A/C 

d ropped 3240 frags bombs on target at 1 1 34 f rom 21 ,000 
No . & Type -Ti me Al t i tude 

24 returned at 1457 



3 .  

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  
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No . A/C T ime 

RESULTS :  TC  R e f . 2- 1 5NA , H i t s  at LM- 1 2 .  South s i de of drome wel l  C?vered , G to K- 1 1  
to 1 4  h i t  - smoke  a n d  f i re o b s e r ved . O b se r v at i on d i f f i c u l t becau s e  o f  
haze . 

OBSERVAT IONS I NCLUD I NG FLAK AND ENCOUNTERS , OUR LOSSE S ,  PHOTOS , ETC : 
45 E/A shot down - 2 Underwears s h o t  down and  1 m i s s i n g  h eaded to  sea  on  f i re  a n d  
smo k i n g .  1 U nderwe a r  s h ot a t  after  c ra s h  l a nd i n g  o n  b e ac h  n e a r  t a rge� . 5 c rew 
members ba i l ed out and were attacked by E/A.  Aeri a l  bombi ng from E/A format i on: E / A  
n umbe red a t  l east 100 . Came i n  c lose  from a l l angl es and i n  some cases formati ons o f  
6 t o  8 ,  l i ne astern , i n  attempt t o  sp l i t  format i on .  F l ak heavy , i ntense ,  accurate . 
WEATHER  ENROUTE : Hazy . OVER TARGET : H azy 

PRESS DATA: Comi ng l ater . 

1 st  Phase I nterpretat i on of Damage : Gerbi ni A/D , s i ci ly: 99th Group. 

A .  Ai rcraft P resent . 
A total o f  5 5  a /c v i s i bl e  on A/D i nc l ud i n g  5 S/E , 44 T/E and 6 M/E l ocated as fol l o�s :  
s S ide o f  fi e l d  i nc l udi ng open f i e l d  di spersal a rea 1 S/ E ,  21 T / E  a n d  6 M/E ; N s i de 

of  f i e l d  2 S/E , 18 T/E :  W end of f i e l d  2 S/E and 5 T/E . 
B .  Ai rcraft Damaged or  Destroyed . 

99th Group. 
A total of 20 a/c estimated to have been damaged or  destroyed of which  15 were T/E and 
5 M/E . 

C .  Other Damage .  
1 .  Heavy  co nce n t r at i o n o f  h i t s on  Se r v i ce b u i l d i n g s , i nstal l at i ons , revetments , 

storage p i ts and rema i ns of the hangars , a l l  adj acent to  the perimeter t rack on S 
s i de of f i e l d wi th probab l e  extens i ve damage . 

2 .  At l e a s t  two f i res  s t a rted one at S/9 probab ly i n  mun i t i ons stores , and one at 
R/9 fuel stores . 

3 .  F i res s t a rted among  bu i l d i ngs , probab ly  farm structures and res i dence , at L/7 to 
the SW of the hangars . 

5 Ju ly  1943 

SUPPLEMENTAL DETAILED REPORT ON ENEMY TACT I CS AND AER I AL BOMB ING 
ENEMY TACTICS  

Notary group of Underwears was attacked at a base  a l t i tude of 21 ,000 , about 1 5  mi nutes 
before reach i ng the target , Gerb in i  A/d . At l east 100 E/As part i ci pated i n  the attack . I n  
t h e  att a c k i ng force were ME 109s , FW 190s , Ma202s . The 202s were pai nted pea green . Some 
of the 109s had yel l ow noses and yel l ow wi n g  t i p s . Some of t he  A/C  ( u n i dent i fi ed) had  
wh i t e  s t r i ps pai nted a round the  fusel age , j ust beh i nd the  cockpi t .  I n  some i nstances , the 
E/A attacked  i n  format i o n ,  l i n e - a - s te r n , f rom 10 to 2 o ' c l oc k . After  f i r i n g at one  
e l ement , the  forma t i on  do ve  u nde r  a nd f i red at  t he  s econd .  The  E/As zoomed over thi s 
el ement and came i n  agai n on another e l ement from the front . Another a t t a c k  came f rom 1 2  
o ' c l o c k  by s i xteen f i g hte r s . Short ly  before reach i ng the Underwear ,  the format ion  sp l i t  
i nto two f l i ghts and the two f l i ghts then  attacked  f rom th ree  a n d  n i ne o ' c l o c k .  St i l l  
a n ot her  type of att ack came when s i x  to e i ght E /As rode far out with  the format i on .  They 
woul d  peel off and h i t  the formati on from 1 2  to 3 o ' cl ock i n  rapid succes s i o n .  a l l  attacks 
appea red to be des i gned to sp l i t  up  the format i on .  

Three Underwears of the Notary group were l o st  over the target and duri ng the turn off 
the target . One expl oded i n  m ida i r .  A second crash l anded on a beach on  the east cost and 
was  on  f i re when  E /As  dove  at  t he  b l a z i ng a i r c r a ft and mach i ne g u nned  i t .  A t h i rd 
Underwear was l ast seen headed toward the sea wi th smoke and f l ame st reami ng from i t .  Fi ve 
membe r s  ba i l ed out  f rom the two s h i ps . 

17 E/As fol l owed the  j umpers down and made passes at 
them , f i r i n g  cont i n u o u s l y .  T here  were f o u r  ME 1 09s  i n  t h i s  a t t a c k  on  t he  c h ut i st s . 
Uncon f i rmed report s were t h at  two o f  t he  c h utes  were seen to catch f i r e .  At t i mes the 
attackers came so cl ose they a l most rammed the Underwears . P re l i mi n a ry s u r vey s hows t h at 
t h e  Not a ry g r o u p  s hot down at  l ea st 30 E /As  a n d  po s s i b l e  45 , Combat c l a ims are bei ng 
i nvest i gated . Once c rew c l ai med 13 E/As . 

AERI AL BOMB I NG 
At 1 1 29 hours ( 37#  28 ' N - 14# 33 ' E) 22 ,900 ' ME 109s attacked i n  waves 6 to 8 sh i ps i n  

each wave .  Bombs were re l eased appro x i mat e l y  1 000 ' a bove  B 1 27 s .  Bombs were sma l l  a n d  
apparent l y  t ime fused a s  they al l expl oded a t  the s ame a l t i t ude . Bl ack smoke  at expl osi on . 
D i ve  bombers came i n  h i gh at 2 o ' c l o c k  a nd  d r o p ped  bombs t h e n  pee l ed  off  t o  t h e  r i g h t . 
Ap p a rent l y  a v e ry def i n i t e  p a t tern was dropped and repeated efforts made to h i t  the l ead 
s h i p .  Once crew reported that each E / A  c a r r i ed one  bomb . A c rew member e s t i mated the  
bombs to  be 30" i n  l ength . 

UPTHEGROVE 

HUGO BL I SS 

CHART OF FORMATION OVER TARGET 

ASPEGREN 

MATHEW EBBERS BURRELL 

L I PPMAN 

ORANGE 

MI TCHELL WAS TH I STLEWOOD 

DEVANE 

NORR I S  

WI NDRUM 

Attent i o n :  Augusta , Ga . ,  Heral d ,  Ch roni c l e  
Mitchel l ,  S . D . ,  Tri bune 

BUCK 

SH I ELDS 

W . C .DAV I S  

HAGER COVERT 

MOSELEY BANKHEAD 

ELL I OTT 

CASTO 

STUART 

A . E .DAV I S  

GRAHAM 

mi ss i ng i n  act i on 

S 
F rom a 1 5 t h  A i r F o rce  Bomb e r  B a s e  Staff  Sergeant  George  A .  t reetma n , 28 -year- o l d AAf F l y i n g  F o r t re s s  c amer aman who once  s a v ed h i s  c rew a n d  s h i p  by p ry i ng  l oo s e  a l i ve bomb wh i c h h a d  l odged i n  t h e  bomb bay has compl eted 50 m i s s i ons wi th the 1 5th  U . S .  Ai r Force . 

' 
St reetman c ame t o  t he r e s c ue  of  h i s  c rew on  t h e  November 1 9 t h  ra i d  on Ath ena-� l eu s i s  a i rdrome i n  G reece after  a 20-pound  F ragment at i on bomb had  stuck  i n  the  f ramewo r k  of  the  bomb b ay .  Wor k i n g  a ga i n s t  seconds  before  t h e  bomb became " a rmed , "  h e  p r i ed i t  l oo s e  wi th  a s p a re . 5 0  c a l i be r  mach i ne g u n  barrel . 
Beg i n n i n g  combat f l y i ng 

on  f i l m  t h e  d e s t r u ct i ve 
S a rd i n i a ,  I t a l y ,  F ra nce , 

a s  
power 

Greece , 
the Ai r Medal . 

a p h oto g r a p h e r  J u n e  
o f  t h e  F o rt re s s e s  

Germany a n d  A u s t r i a .  

1 2 , St reetman 
i n  r a i d s  on 

He  h a s  been  

reco rded 
S i c i l y ,  
awa rded 

A nat i ve of  Ha r l em ,  Ca . ,  t h e  p hotograp her  h a s  a wi fe  and two ch i l d ren  l i v i n g a t  4 14 Montana  Ave . ,  M i t ch e l l ,  S .  D .  He ent e red t h e  a rmy Ap r i l 2 5 ,  1943 . 
--bb--
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BY DAN IEL DE LUCE 

Al l i ed headquarters i n  North Afri ca , J u ly  24- ( AP) -Batt l e  freJlnen on the eve of the S i ci l i an 
i nvas i on ,  sol d i ers of the Uni ted States 45th D i v i s i on , drawn �from a l most every state of the 
u n i on , c a n  now be rega rded as one of the f i ghti ngest outf i t s  that ever conquered forei gn 
soi 1 .  
I f  they are a s amp l e of  the scores of d i v i s i ons sti l l  trai ni ng i n  " back home" maneuvers , i t  
means that General George C .  Marsha l l and h i s  staff have gone a l ong way toward sol vi ng the 
p ro b l em of  t ra n s fo rmi ng mi l l i o ns of ci v i l i ans i nto combat-wi se  t roops capabl e  of meeti ng 
the best of the Axi s  a rmi es on at l east an equal i ty basi s .  
U nder  s t ud i o u s , be s p ectac l ed Maj or General T roy Mi ddl eton , former Dean o f  Lou i s i ana State 
Uni vers i ty ,  the " F i ghti ng Forty-F i fth "  went i nto S ic i l y  as the r i ght f l a n k  of t h e  Seventh  
Army and  i n s i de of  one  week  won  batt l e  honors at  Scogl i tt i , San C roce Cameri na , Comi s o ,  
Pagus a ,  and V i ttori a .  
Captu r i ng Comi so Ai rdrome , one  of  S i c i l y ' s  " B i g Ten , "  was a hard strugg l e  but the 45th 
smashed up  the narrow windi ng mounta i n  road to 3 ,000 feet and s l ugged  i t  o ut  w i t h  German 
armored cars and tanks . That was the f i rst enemy a i r base to fal l to the Al l i es . 
I n  t a k i ng  R agu s a ,  the 45th c l a i med to be the  fi rst d i v i s i on to  l i berate captured Ameri cans 
i n  S i ci l y .  Two Ameri can bomber g unners , Sergea nts  Dav i d  F l em i n g  of J a c k s o n , Mi c h . ;  and 
A l l e n B .  H u c k abee of  Templ e ,  Tex . ,  shot down on a rai d [ i n ]  J u l y , were freed by the f i rst 
bunch of 17 sol d i ers i n  two j eeps to enter the town . 
T h e  g u n n e r  pa i r s a i d the most  h a i r-rai s i ng experi ence they had was undergo i ng 1 4  Ameri can 
a i r ra ids i n  the s pace of 20 hours before the Forty-Fi fth occupi ed Ragusa . 
" You sure l ook good to u s , "  they tol d  thei r rescuers . 
I t  i s  a f a r  c ry f o r  boys f rom four corners of the Uni ted States to a l andi ng i n  the rough 
S i c i l i an s u rf .  
No maneuvers cou l d  equal that i n  rea l i sm b ut  for nearly two years thi s di v i s i on , ori g i nal l y  
drawn from such western states a s  O k l ahoma , C o l o rado , a nd  Texa s , h a s  been t ra i n i n g  f o r  
rugged tests l i ke S i c i l y .  

I t  sh i pped to North Afri ca on ly  a few weeks before the "Day "  and the men bare ly  had t ime to 
read thei r Army i nstruct i on books  about  t he  l a nd of t h e  S a h a ra and  t h e  At l a s Mount a i n 
rebe l l i o n s  before  t h ey re-emba rked  and  rece i ved t h e  pamp h l et about I t al i an cu stoms and 
peop l e .  

Q UOT E S  
Durinr; th.8 war, the Swiss guarded the ir neutrality zealously .  

They we re we ll  aware of  how close ly they had e s caped Nazi occupation. In 
19!� , German ar�ie s had been  poised to strike France , us ing Swit zerland as 
a path. Only the qui c k  French collapse had spared the Swiss  fro".l be ing s wal ­
lowed whole . In subsequent years , German generals eyed Swiss  rail l ine s 
as tempt ing corridors for supplying the ir armies in North Africa and Italy.  
Thou�h de ·:nocrat ic ,  bene volent , and tac it champions of Al lied victory , the 
Swis s  11 ved in 'fe ar of provoking the Ger:r1ans. p • .58 PIERC ING :�:ili REICH 

,
} 

• •  ten men ,iumped from the ( Swis s) train • • • .  hey were ass igned to blow up the ammunit ion depot at Altdorf in the canton of Uri and sabotage the runways of the military airfields at ' Lau­sanne, Payerne, Bienne and Spre itenbach - an operation ordered by Hermann Goe ring,  as re�risal for four German fighters , shot down by antiaircraft guns while flying over Swiss  territory 
�}
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of gelignite under one of the pillars r ge. • • ome hours later the bridge collapsed.  p. 106 
The bridge was of great value to Swit zerland. Since the destructi on �� ��= 
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�t Pontarlier, the tunnel at Frasne and the fine construction e e- arde- Geneva line, the Swi ss had relied ortj.t for the trans or­t�tion of overseas supplies .  For two months, the Swiss  had to de end on
p

a snuttle service of .- trucks between Anne cy and Geneva to link them �ith th f world. A foAN CALLED LUCY p. 107 
e ree 
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Dear Mr. C oen, 
Thank you for your letter of  the 5 Feb - With great pleasure I send 

youinformati on about : 
Someth ing about neutrality over Swiss  airspace. I hope  you can publish this information in the next newsletter. I study always all pub­

li cat ion in the newsletter with great interes t. 
3es t wishes 

Ruegg 
sm!IETHING ABOUT NEUTRALITY OVER SWISS AIRSPACE 
During the World War II Switzerland was completely enclosed by the 

German and Italian army forces and had suff ered under great diplomat i c and 
e conom,i c  pres sure . 

Great Britain began the night bombing of North Italy and used  the 
direct North-South way over Switzerland .  Germany threatened Switze rland 
if  we were not able to prevent thi s  way over Switzerland. 

Our air sovereignity was violated in 6 501 cases and Swiss railway 
and c ities (bombed? ) .  Basel - Zurich - Schaffhausen were mi s takenly bombed 
with big damages and dead civil persons. Switzerland was forced to protect 
the population by fighters and anti-aircraft guns. The report of these  
act ivities from General Guisan informs me { ?) that over : 

40 German Fighters, Me, He, Do, Fw. 
4 Gr. Brit. Bombers, Lancaster, Mosquito 

8 USAF Bombers, B-17, B-24, B-2b. 
Crashed over Switzerland in weapons ope rations. 

Landi ngs in sanctuary in Swit zerland :  
44 German fighters, Ke, Fw, Bu, Fiesel er, 
2 British Bombers, lfosqui tos 

436 USAF Bombers, B-17, B-24, B-26 . 

Liebel 

Flak shot only if the bomber were in a formation of  over 3 planes . 
and did not show intent ion to land by letting down the unde rcarriage. 

On the 1�o ct43 sho t flak in a clos ed formation of 15 planes 
who bombed cit ies (Davos - Landauarl - Sama.den )  in Swiss-Grisons. 

over 80 Bomber B-17s were captured by swiss  fighters and acc ompan-

ied to the airport Dubendorf, and taken in ca.re and lead back at the end 

of the war . ) i 
All crews were lodged in big hotels { Adelboden - Mawlin and re ce -

ved with big sympathy bt Swi ss population. 
Colonel Ruegg 

Dear Colonel Ruegg; h 
Thank you for the above account. I have changed the gra.nnnar ere 

and there so any mistakes are mine and not Colonel Ruegg ' s. 
The C olonel might also have added that the Ge rmans went �o far at 

one time as to plan an invas ion of Switzerland - heavy pre ss ure indeed1  

It  s eems that the sub rosa help of h igh offic ials i n Switzerland saved ma
�

y 

lives on the Allied s ide and could have saved many more if  the Allie s  ha 

been able to recognize that they had the plans in advance for the 
�

n
��

s i

��;R. 
of Den.."'rlark, Norway, Holland and Balgium. Not to ment ion France a n  , e 

· 'No navigators were saddened by the mistaken bombing of Schaffnausen 

in 19lt-3 • It made me deeply grateful that no such event had fallen to my 

lot It s till saddens me when I think of it. 
• so, Colonel, thank you again for writing abou

�
little-known part 

of History. 
Our best  



The 99th Bomb Group 
Hi storical Society 
George F .  Coen , Hi storian 
8608 Bellehaven Pl . N . E .  
ALBUQUERQUE , New Mexico 871 1 2  

Dear Sir 

3) 

Ing . Gaffarelli Ale ssandro 
Viale Mantegazza 5 1  
RIMINI 4 7037  ( Italy ) 

Rimini 2 1  August 1 986 

Since five years I receive "The 99th Bomb Group Hi stori cal 
Soc iety Newsletter" and I thank you very mm::h . 

I have found the Newsletter very intere sting , because are 
reported in it recollections regarding the activity of the 99th Bomb 
Group in Italy during the Second World War . 

Since long I am searching and collecting document s referring 
to the war-action s  of the 1 5th Air Force over towns of Northern I taly 
and part icularly over Rirnini . My object i s  of reaching the ex�ct  recon= 
struction of the event s of the years 1 943  and 1 944  ( event s which I st ill 
well remember ) ,  by means of news taken both from official reliable sour= 
c e s  and from personal witne sse s of the pilot s and crew-members ,  who 
took part in those war-action s .  

For my searching work , I had a considerable help by the micro= 
film which I received from the U SAF Hi storical Re search C enter of 
Maxwell; the se microfi lms regard the "Mi ssion Re port s" of some Bomber 
Groups of the 1 5th Air Force that carried out actions over towns of 
the Northern Italy in the years 1 943  and 1 944 . 

I know al so that in the National Archive s and Record s Admini stra= 
tion of Washington there are many documentations which should be very 
interesting for my searchs  of hi story . In order to have copi e s  of them 
I wrote to the National Archive s but they replied to me that , owing to 
the lack of staff , i t  was impossible to make searchs .  However they sug= 
gested to me to come in the Archive s of Washington . Since thi s i s  not 
possi ble to me because too much expen sive , I am searching someone , my 
repre sentative , who has the possibility of doing searchs  in the Archive s .  
Therefore I have thought to apply to the 99th B . G .  Hi storical Soci ety . 
I should like to know whether a member of the Hi stori cal Society , who 
live s in Washington or in the surroundings ,  has the possibility of doing 
the above-mentioned searchs .  

The los s  of time should be  limited (afrew hours ) , owing to  the help 
offered from the staff of the Archive s ,  and the searchs  consi st in a choi = 
ce  of Mi ssion Report s and other document s in which it i s  possible to 
read the name of Rimini , also without reading the co"'tent s ( to save time ) . 
Then I will ask to the Nat ional Archive s for the photocopi e s  of the 
selected sheet s .  

O f  course I will pay in advance to the re searcher the expenses 
and the reward . 

Do you think possible to find anyone?  
In any case is  it possible to  publi sh in the Newsletter a very 

short article mentioning my reque st ? 
In the affirmative I will explain in detail the searching work 

with precise data .  
I offer my a pologies  for the trouble I am giving to  you . 
I enclose a copy of the letter that I rec eived from National 

Archive s of Washington , referring to the above-mentioned searchs .  
Thanking you in  antic ipation for your kind reply , I am 

Yours Faithfully 

Please s&e reply on next page. 

r 
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30 Sep 1986 

Dear Signor GafJarelli ; i th Thank you for your letter, whi ch arrived too late to print n e 

September issue. our best wi shes to you and to the people of Rimini . 
Now about this search of Washington records, we will be pleased 

to try to find some 99er who can help, but that Washington area is  a wild­
erne ss. Still, perhaps some historian such as our friend C arol Rizzo might 
find it possible to help  you. Anyhow, we' ll do our best for you. 

In comradeship 
gaorge 

continued from page 8 
E very d ay wh i l e  I was i n  t he  hos p i t a l  t he  weat her  was perfect . The  s u n  s hone  bri ght ly ,  and everyth ing  outs ide was beaut i fu l  a n d  c l ea n . T here were g ras s ,  t rees , and  fl owers everywhere outs i de .  
O n  O ctober 3 ,  I was a l l owed t o  be  u p  most  of the  d ay . I t  was  s u nday and  a very beaut i fu l  day . I n  the mo rn i n g  I sat  i n  t he  wi ndow enj oy i n g the s u n  and  the  beaut i fu l  scenery that Swi tzerl and has no end o f .  
I watched t h e  s u n  come u p  o v e r  the Al p s .  Ragaz i s  s o  c lose  t o  the German front i er ,  that from my wi ndow I wou l d  see the mi l i tary trai l s  a l ong the top of the mountai n that  the  

Swi s s  s o l d i ers used to  guard the front i er .  I cou l d  see how c l ose we came to  goi ng down i n  Germany . 
Aga i n  t h i s  day we h ad  a great  many v i s i tors . The secretary to the Ameri can Consul came i n ,  a l so Li eutenant Rexford , a young Ameri can mi l i tary attache . An  Ame r i can  a v i ator  came i n  who  had  been shot down over  France on  Ju ly  4 and had escaped from the  Germans and had gotten i nto Swi tzer l and . 
The secretary to t h e  Con s u l , ( Do na l d  B i gel ow) tal ked to us  q u i te awh i l e  tel l i ng us  what we cou l d  expect i n  the future , and j ust what our status was to be . He  had some maga­z i nes  a nd books  sent i n t o  u s , and  the  next day brought in  a l a rge box of fru i t  and more book s .  
October 4 was very much the same , more v i s i tors and peopl e a l ways g i v i ng th i ngs t o  us , such as c i garettes t candy , fru i t , etc . I was up al l day ,  and l ate i n  the afternoon a Swi ss offi cer took me for a l ong wal k .  We wal ked up a road that wound through the mountai ns . We wal ked far enough so that we cou l d  l ook  down on the Rhi ne v a l l ey a nd  u pon  Raga z .  I t  was 

the most  beaut i fu l  p i cture .  He poi nted out where J oe and I had come down on the banks of  
the Rhi ne , a l so where the pl ane had crashed and the d i rect i o n  we we re go i ng when we came i nto Swi tzerl and . 

We wa l ked back down , and I stopped at the hospi ta l  to get my j acket s i nce i t  had begun 
to get rather chi l ly for me . Then we wal ked through the v i l l age and he poi nted o u t  p l aces  
o f  i nterest . We stopped at  a l i tt l e  tavern and he bought a smal l bott l e of wi ne for the two of u s .  

October 5 was my l ast day at the hospi ta l  and al so my l a st day i n  Ragaz . Thi s day was 
the day for the funeral of my seven comrades 9 and  those  of seven  o t her  Amer i can  f l yers 
k i l l ed i n  Swi t z e r l and  on October! . We had l earned that two of our p l anes had been shot 
down on that day .  

October 1 and  Octobe r  5 s h a l l a l ways l i ve i n  my memory . October 5 shal l a l ways be 
Memori al Day to me i n  the future . 

The Funeral at Ragaz 

The funeral for my seven personal fr iends and crew members and a l so for seven  other  
Ameri can comrades was to  start at 2 : 30 pm t Tuesday , October 5 t 1943 .  

Early i n  the afternoon we began to hear of  a l a rge n umber  o f  Ameri can f l ye rs , a l s o  
i ntern i es , i n  Swi tzerl and , bei ng i n  town for the funeral . 

At about 2 : 15 o ' cl ock t a Swi ss offi cer came to the hospi tal for Joe and I .  The doctor 
di d not feel that Norri s was wel l enough to go . 
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We wa l k ed t hrough the streets to the beaut i fu l  stone P rotestant church where the ser­

v i ce was to be hel d .  
O n  our  way t o  t h e  c h u rch we saw the e i ghty Ameri can s o l d i ers that had come from B i en 

to g i ve the dead a f i n e  mi l i tary funera l . They were a l l  wel l  d ressed i n  new uni fo rms . a nd  
t hey were l i ned up  i n  the street i n  a neat col umn of fours . 

The Swi s s  off icer , Joe .  and I wa l ked on ahead t o  t he  c h u r c h  and  i n s i d e .  Seats  h a d  
been reserved for u s  t o  t h e  rear  and o n  t h e  ri ght s i de . 

The fi rst t h i n g  t hat met our eyes as we wa l ked i n  to  the c hurch was the fou rteen c a s ­
kets . a nd  a g reat  many beaut i f u l  f l owers  neatl y  arranged a t  the a l tar . The wh ite robed 
m i n i ster was standi ng at the l eft of them .  

Soon t h e  Ame r i c a n  s o l d i e r s  began  t o  f i l e  i n  a nd  took  t he i r p l aces i n  the church. 
Ther� a l so were many h i gh rank i ng off i cers  o f  Sw i t ze r l and , E n g l a nd , I t a l y .  P o l a nd , a nd  
Pers i a .  There were members of  the Ameri can Consul ate and our  General Legge . 

The mi n i ster ' s  ta l k  was very bri e f .  He began . "The Lord  g i veth  and  t h e  Lord  t a k e t h  
away . "  A few m i n utes  and  t h e  Ame r i c a n  so ld i ers stepped forward t o  act a s  pal l bearers . 
Qu i et ly  and reverentl y  they d i d  the i r  duty . 

I c ou l d  never  expre s s  my feel i ngs as those caskets went by . F i rst  casket came and I 
s aw the name of  my s k i p pe r ,  L i eutenant  E n g l i s h ,  p r i nted i n  wh i te l etters  on  i t .  The  
s econd , L i eutenant Prent i ce .  the  t h i rd ,  L i eutenant F i nseth and  so on unt i l  al l my comrades 
had been carried out . 

Now we l ef t  t h e  c h u rc h  and  fe l l  i nt o  t he formation  t hat was to march to  the buri a l  
p l ace . 

We marched at the rear of  the process i on through the streets of Ragaz to the beauti ful 
l i ttl e  cemetery where the dead were to be bur i ed .  

O n  both s i d e s  o f  t h e  street and t o  the cemetery stood a g reat many peo p l e  who I know 
came to pay a very s i ncere respect to the Ameri can dead . 

The caskets  were carri ed i nto the cemetery and p l aced before thei r common grave . 
More words were s poken and then , one by one , my comrades were l owered i nto thei r grave 

to rest s i de by s i de foreve r .  
To our rear three great vol l eys  were f i red a s  a l ast s a l ute t o  those brave men .  
Fl owers were p i l ed up from the many wreath s  a n d  d ro pped i nto  t he  g r a ve . S l ow l y  we 

fi l ed out through the gates of the cemetery . 
T hen . a nd  e �e n  now , i t  al l seems l i ke a dream to me . Can i t  rea l l y  be pos s i b l e  t hat 

thes e ,  my good fri ends , a re gone ,  that we can never l augh and j oke together agai n .  
T he  memory o f  them c a n  never  fade . When  t h e  p a i n o f  k nowi ng  t h at  t hey are gone 

becomes a l i ttl e l es s .  then perhaps t hose of us that are more fortunate can  remember  and  
l a u g h  a g a i n  at  t h e  good  t i mes  we a l l  had  togethe r .  There i s  one th ing  that no  Ameri can 
must ever forget , nor ever fai l to  apprecate--

THEY D I ED FOR TH I ER COUNTRY . 

Aur;us t 
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99th B. G, .cl. S. 

Dear Sirs, 

23 
3123 Havenpark �ve. 
Elmonte ,  CDli fo rni a 
91733 

I was surprised to finally get an answer to my l etter,  and 
to get a copy of the Sept. Newsl etter,  l didn' t know that the 
99th His torical Society exi sted, This is �! I have 
never been to a re-union, I don' t know how many you have had. 
l n  my fi rst letter  I expressed a desire to acquire names and 
addresses of fellow mambers of the 3 46th, l n  an effort to gain 
names and addresse3 of 99th war- time p ersone l ,  esp ecially in  the 
3 46th. l am enclosing a check for memb ership dues, plus copies 
of N ewsletters for  the  years ' Bl , ' 8 2 , ' 83.  Coul d you tell me  of 
any o ther way to gain n( mes and addresses? 

l am enclosing copies of pi ctures 1 have , hoping they will 
be of some help to you, lf there are any you are particul e rly 
interested in ,  l et  me know and 1 will send the ori ginals. I em 
sending you a few originals. One is  the picture of four of us 
guys that ran around together ever since gunnery school.  The 
picture was taken in Laredo , Texas, of myself ,  �homas d, u effri es, 
( di ed in his home in  Downey, Calif.  of c �ncer in  r bout 1977 ; 
u oe Hej duk ( di ed in  an ai rplane 2 ccident while  taking-off in 
his own airplane,  in Casa Grande ,  Ariz • •  tle l ived in  Casa­
Grande ) ; and Curtis Orwei g  ( di ed of a heart attack) , 
Original addresses for all of us were: 

c.J ames ii. .i.,a Curan, l1homas rl . ....  effries  
1037 E .  :iaskel Pl .  bixby,  Okla. ( was in  B- 25 '  s 
fulsa, Okla. ( 3 46 th sqd. ) down the c aast from Poggia) 

J os eph A.  rlej duk Curtis Orweig 
�. � #1 , fulsa, Okla. ( was in B-24 ' s 
P erry , Okla. ( 3 47 th sqd. ) close by ) 

One of �he copies i s  my rifty-mission picture. Sti ll another 
is  J o e  Hej duk ' s fifty-missi on picture. rlej  duk was a " Crop-lJus ter 1 1

• 

l wes in  the 3 46th sqd. , �nd remember  that my sod. commFnder 
was a 24 year old Maj or. l went oversee s  by we ter  wi th 1 5 1  
other replacement gunners. 1 landed in  6rB n in  Aug. 1943 , 2nd 
j oined the 346th  in Sept .  1943 , ( l sure didn' t li�e sal t  wa ter 
� haves  rnd showers in Oran ) I drove e 6x6 truck and trF i lor, 
loaded wi th ti res, in  e convoy from Oran to  lunis ( a bout 900 
miles I was told ) for transoortation. As I recal l ,  someone 
screwed up the orders, as I was supposed to fly to i taly,  �nd 
l wr s s hipp ed by water, wi th a l o t  of the ground crew, to �aples, 
then trucked to .r'oggia ,; 2 ,  E,nd didn' t get to fly until Dec.  1943. 
I came b � ck to  the States 2fter completing my tour of 50 ( I  did 
51 whicl amounted to 35 sorties) missions, in  � uly, 1944.  So 
1 was with the 346th from about Sep t. 1943 to v uly 1944. 

I know there  was many a story li ved in  the 99th,  r nd a 
1·�w of them I was a part of .  1 saw our group l ead ship ( a Colonel) 
s �ot dow� from ?Ur sqd. , a�ter  bombing Ploesti  onc e .  He got e 
a� rect hi t_ and, � t blew off a bout j to 5 feet  of the right wi ng 
tip ,  end tne s�ip went down in a left spin • 

U�ce  we encou�t ered an elec tri c al storm over Bulgaria  
and qui t e  a few ships were  sho t  up . le landed in  southern 
l taly wi th 9 minutes gas l eft .  1 sFw a dead navigator taken 
out of a B-17 nose. 



Once we had a wounded radio-op erato r on our plane on a 
north I taly mis s i on. I believe his name was Lapp. We dropped 
him off for hospitaliz ation in N aples . 

. I was on local off duty time one night and went into a town, 
Just  wes t  and south of the bas e ( not  Fog�,ia) . Coming back 
late ,  about 20 to 25 G. I. ' s , a few at a time, hi tched a ride 
on a s take-side truck. there was a u. 1 .  on each running board 
The truck rounded a right curve going north out of town, and 
collided with another going s outh. the guy on the dri vers run­
ning boa�d was rolled , by the truck beds between the trucks , and 
hit the pavement wi th a thud. l helped to load his bloody 
unconcious body into a passing G. 1 .  ambulance. the next morning 
back at s qd.  breakfas t ,  1 learned he was a cook,  and happened 
to be in our s qd . . rlis hame was Whalen. ( 1  beli eve that ' s the 
correct spelli�g. ) One o ther G. I .  sus tained a broken thumb. 

I shot down an ME-109 on about my 6th mis s ion. The plane 
wa s hPnging at  about a thous and yards at 9-o ' clock wai ting for 
stragl ers . Three times he started to come in  on us from 11 
o ' clock,  and three times I let 60 of about 25 rounds from that 
Fifty-Calibra. The thi rd time, 1 used an old gunners tri ck 
( unknowingly , for I was s cared) ; I turned the barrel of the t gun 
skyward to get a better loc� at that succer, and that ' s when he 
made hi s attack! ( They told me latter back at bas e ,  that he 
probably figured l had a gun-j am. )  l waited s o  long that he 
peeled-off at about 150 yards ( real close) . l t  seemed that l 
could almos t reach out and touch him, then l plas tered! 
l coul4 see my tracers going through the canopy , then when 
he p eeled-off , the tracers were bo uncing from his lower wings , 
and side .  lt  looked as  though my bullets were ac�ually going 
through the Pilot. 

I watched though , end he level ed off at what l would say 
was aboµt 1 500 feet and was still  going down, then I qui t 
looking. I di dn' t put in  for the kill , becPus e � didn' t 
wee him crash. 

When we go t back , l went through interogation, s i gned for 
end drank my s hot  of whisky ,  end was walking back to my tent , 
when ano ther gunner slapped me on my left shoulder and holl ered 
congratul� tions . i learned he wes  a ball turre t gunner, and 
hBd s een the whole thing. tle said the MB-109 had crashed finally 
end butned. i don' � remember hes n;,rne , 1 wi s h  l could.  .But 

l h�d already been through interogation, and didn' t go back and 
report it ,  s o  i t  wes  never confi rmed. 

We crashed once on immediate recal� load ed with 500 
p ounders and full gas tank.s .  l t  was shi p  1

10 21 1 1  on my 46th 
mission. I guess our pilot had mis-calculated , l don' t know; 
I never did find out the e c tual cause .  I want you to know I was 
200 feet awey from that ship when the second m i n came out of 
i t ,  and he s aid later ,  the rear door had been knocked off rnd 
was laying on the ground when he came out. (. l t  was locked when 
l came through it)  

I walked around for awhile and finally walked up to a gro up 
of officers that were talking about "what happened " .  une 
officer s ai d  i t  came  to a s top , then a big bunch of dus t and 
smoke funneled up from it,  then something f lew out of one side  
of  it.  I s aid  that was me! Every one laughed. 

,, 
25 

I t  would be ni ce  to hear from some of the guys after . all 
these  40 fears • . l ' ve been a diesel truck driver for s ome years , 
?u t  now I m  slowing down s o  I ' ve taked a �ob  operating Bus s es 
in  Los Angles for the Southern California Rapid Tran3 i t  Dis tri c t .  
I t  gets t o  be  a has s le onc e in  awnile ,  but I like i t .  

Thank you, Jim, for an 

YOUH Frtl _t;ND 

1�2/ /<_ � (!�� 
{:- {. 

cl ames R. -:} 
La Cur an 

-:� 
entertaining \.and well-written account . geo . 

* 
. I would greatl y appreci ate if  you  would che ck your records as I 

am trying to locate the addre s s  of a Lt. or Capt.  Chamberlin who res ided 
in Providence, Rhode Island, as I fle w my combat mis sions with him and 
I would like to communicate with him . 

N EWS , D U E S  & 

Sincerel y 
Josenh H .  Warner 

P . O . Box 500 -W03 
·:ye st  Orange NJ 0?052 
�( �� 

V I E WS 

Save your Dayton name tags for future reunions . 

Our thanks to the reporter who sent us the l ove ly acc ount of  the 
Dayton Re union. It turns o ut that this Known Soldier was Norm Kaufman, 
may his shadow neve r grow les s . Thanks again, Norm \  geo 

Your editor attended a B-24 orgy and air show at Liberal Kansas 

., ·,, 

in September .  Had a wonderful time showing my grandchildren around the 
bomb-bay and teaching them all sorts of  things abo ut the props and the shack­
les . The pe ople at Liberal were charming and hospitable , as always, bles s  ' em .  
And the Air Show was stupendous . I wande red around Liberal at  the E 'EA 
of  the Big I ron Bird with camera at the ready, but ne ver s aw the Bird. 
It seems that the crew came in with one engine fe athered and two more j ust  
going along for the ride, and the y had no intere st in buzz ing the town, 
jus t  went for terra firma . The more firma the less te rror .  

Als o got  to  meet my crayon pal Bill  3aird of the 17  3omb Group . 
I'he 17th was near us when we both were vacationing in the :.-ledje rdja Valley 
at Oudna . Bill has done a lot to he lp us ge t started, and we thank him 
and all the othe r 17ers . The 17th met las t we ek here in Albuqµerque at 
the Hilton. geo . 

We are some times asked by non-99e rs if  the y might join the So ciety . 
·:ve ll,  the re are items which would bar one from associate me mbership, but 
the se items are all so  horrendous that we dare not mention them in this 
family magazine . '.iJe have neve r turned anybody down - they just  do not 

have a vote . We lcome to the Group. 
Your editor has obtained SONGS OF THE AIR FORCE from Bill Getz, the Redwood Press,  P. O . Box 4l2 ,  Burlingame CA 94011-o!.u2 and is real ha !ith the deal . Why, I could listen to The Copilot ' s  Lament all day .  A��

y 

lhe Man Behind The Armor-Plated Desk - but you get the ide a  r paid $10 I 8 f,�� the re cord- don ' t have a pri ce for the tape cassette but it is  avail��le J.:le engine coughs ,  the wings fall  off / but you will ne ver mind II Good 
• 

re cording, good work throughout. 
·· • 

ge o .  



26 
Frank English has called us to say that on Page 26 of the September Newsletter we listed the 15AFA Reunion at C olorado Springs as occurring 

in 1988. Well, Frank, we listed it correctly on page 27 in the REgrnoN 
NOTICES. It seems that science made great strides between pages 2 and 27 . 
See you there October 1987. geo 

The 97th Bomb has come out with a cracker jack of a first-rate news­
letter . Arvin M cCauley of C alifornia has done a .11asterful j ob for the 
97th, and we look forward to more of the same. geo . 

We have received frorn Bill Holt a lovely copy of a new book, 
AERIAL GUNNERS : TH:2 ;JNKNOWN ACES OF WORLD WAR II  BY Charles A •  \"v

!l. 
try and 

Duane L .  :Iall,  ;)i.lbl ishe c!. �1 -: California Aero Press, C arlsbad Cal irornia, 92008 • 
Hav�n' t r�ad the whole book yet , but the part about Ben '.:/armer is excellent • 

Thank you, Bill. Full report later. geor ge 

Q UOT E S 

THE ULTRA SECRET, By F . W. Winterbatham 

After thirty years of somewhat smug propaganda on the subject of how 
the Allies routed the evil forces of NaziFascism, it is difficult to tell 
people how very nearly it never happened . p .  21 

• • •  Polish officers now living in Britain have stated that the 
Poles constructed a nwnber of Enigma machines from information extracted 
from the factory in Germany coupled with the help of their own cryptogra­
phers, and that it was preswnably qne of these which they supplied to us. 
This may very well be true and certainly the Polish mathematicians and 
technicians displayed brilliance and great courage, • • • p. 35 

Whilst I was in Paris ( in April 1940 ) I decided to visit Air Marshal Barratt and my SLU at the headquarters of the Advanced Air Striking Force near Meaux, to the east of Paris, but to do so I had to go through the French zone and re lations were not too good. Permits, I was told, would take a week and then one couldn ' t  be sure. Tubby Long had come down to Paris to meet me and was t o  drive me up in his Citroen, so he and I even­tually resorted to providing ourselves with a r,ass on a very important l?oking piece of paper with the red seal of a 'Vat 6911 whisky bottle, a piece of red tape, and a few signatures which Wt> rked like a charm. p. 54 

R EU N I O N S  

April, 1987 99TH BOMB GROUP DALLAS TX 
Wilbur Dixon, 7831  Fallmeadow Lane, Dallas TX 75248 214/7!µ.�-1005 

May, 1987 Air Forces Escape and Evasion Society - San Ant o nio TX 
HeY14!ard c .  Spinks, P . O . Gox !-iJ+4, Beaufort s . c .  29901 

16 Nov . 1986 461DG & 484f3G - San - Antonio ·rx 
Bud t.farkel, 1122 ·:sabel St . ,  Red,, 1do CA  90277 

14 Oct .  193 7 99BG FIFTE�NTH AIR FORCE AS30C IA'l'ION Color�do Springs CO  
15AFA, P. O . Box 6325, March Air Force 3ase, C A  92jl8 

Spring 1988 99TH :i:301.:3 GROUP ·:} FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
6 Jules Horowitz , 5!�5 Oaks Lane l/4.07 ,  Pompano 3each FL �30 0 

19 May 1989 B-24 Liberator 50th Anniversary, Fort �Vorth TX 
Bob Vickers, 6421+ '.::'orreon Dr.  , NE ,  Albuquerque NJ{: 87109 

23 Sep 1987 97BGRA Dayton OH . 
C larence Hammes, 15 Avilla Heights South, Ale�ander AR 72002 

13 J:iov 1986 Swiss I nternees - 50l- 791A.-.�bl t5 
Fab Fabiniak 2310 E. Liberty, Vermilion OH 44089 

1 Oct .  1987 461BG, 137 Via la. Soledad, Redondo Beach CA 90 277 
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APPLIC ATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 1987 DUES $15 __ 

1981-1986 NEWSLETTERS, $5 for each year .  81_82_83_84_85_86_ 

NEW ---
RENEWAL ---C I TY.�------------------------�---�-STA'JE ___ �--:--ZIP ___ _ 

M V U u * * * � .. � •,'',• a * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * w w w w ft 

J.'..ail to Walter Sutler - 8608 3ellehaven Place NE {:· Albuquerque NM 87112 
:ir:ake payable to 99BGHS. Your address label shows the date to which you 
are paid up. 
$ $ $ 

* 

C. We do not stop the subsriptions of deceased members; in fact ·..val ter ,. 
8tt!8&�ei�� subscription for an extra year . But we do need any Changes 

TAPS 

KOSHAREK, ERVIN J. 
Dear George, 

I have the sad duty of notifying you that Erv passed away August 20th. 
Mercifully for him it was quick. Ile was in a supermarket after 

dinner, our son was with him .  He collapsed there - got prompt ( 1  min. ) 
service from a Rescue Squad station a block away and was whisked to the 
hospital . He was in no pain. I got to speak to him in the Emergency 
Unit before he was moved to the C�rdiac Care. 

I n  all it was three hours from the time he collapsed before they 
told me he was gone. A massive heart attack . 

I was grateful he went first • • •  
I'm glad we ma.de it to Dayton. Erv had such a good time there. 

Every picture I took shows him grinning . We intended to see you all in 
Dallas - but --

Sincerely, 
Shirlee Kosharek * * * 

Dear Shirlee ;  
We are all saddened t o  hear the news. You and Erv are two of my 

favorite people, and we hope that .;ror Will decide to come to Dallas. 
I believe that Erv is in one o my pictures taken by the Memorial . 
We will miss him. We would miss you too! Lo sientol 

george 

30YLE, DR . JOSEPH I have been trying to locate a Doctor Joseph Boyle 
who flew with the 347th Bomb Squadron, I thinK with Lt.  3ill Cant­well, and :-nuch to my sorrow I learned fro:n the Massachusetts Medical Soc­iety that Dr. Boyle Passed away on Sep tember 23, 1961. Dick Dempsey 

REDD, JOE B. 347th Line Chief, Joe B .  Redd had a sudden heart 
attack and passed away on Aug . 21, 1986 in Petersburg, Tenness ee. 

His address was Route 1 - Box 212. So sorry to hear the news a.s it was 
shortly before Dayton that so�eone caught up with him and we were all 
looking forward to seeing him at Dallas. Frank English & Dick De�psey. 
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hospital . He was in no pain. I got to speak to him in the Emergency 
Unit before he was moved to the C�rdiac Care. 

I n  all it was three hours from the time he collapsed before they 
told me he was gone. A massive heart attack . 

I was grateful he went first • • •  
I'm glad we ma.de it to Dayton. Erv had such a good time there. 

Every picture I took shows him grinning . We intended to see you all in 
Dallas - but --

Sincerely, 
Shirlee Kosharek * * * 

Dear Shirlee ;  
We are all saddened t o  hear the news. You and Erv are two of my 

favorite people, and we hope that .;ror Will decide to come to Dallas. 
I believe that Erv is in one o my pictures taken by the Memorial . 
We will miss him. We would miss you too! Lo sientol 

george 

30YLE, DR . JOSEPH I have been trying to locate a Doctor Joseph Boyle 
who flew with the 347th Bomb Squadron, I thinK with Lt.  3ill Cant­well, and :-nuch to my sorrow I learned fro:n the Massachusetts Medical Soc­iety that Dr. Boyle Passed away on Sep tember 23, 1961. Dick Dempsey 

REDD, JOE B. 347th Line Chief, Joe B .  Redd had a sudden heart 
attack and passed away on Aug . 21, 1986 in Petersburg, Tenness ee. 

His address was Route 1 - Box 212. So sorry to hear the news a.s it was 
shortly before Dayton that so�eone caught up with him and we were all 
looking forward to seeing him at Dallas. Frank English & Dick De�psey. 
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Nov 1986 

Change of Ad dress 

James J. Cunningham Rt. 1, Sox 471-C 
Ambrose La Tour 325 s. York st., #622 
VI. J. ASPENGREN 6997 NE Bluff Dr. 

Monongahela 
Bensenville 
Bondurant 

PA 15063 
IL 60106 
IA 50035 

(This is the younger Bill Aspengren) 
Joseph H. Upchurcn P.O.Box 35 9 Otto NC 28763 
George Frame 7112-155 Pan A..'n Freeway NE, Albuquerqµe NM 87109 
Edward E. Geoffroy 525-2255 Apt. B, Ocean Marathon FL 33050 
Walter O'Neill 5518 Grover St., 11712 Omaha NE 68106 

FOUND 

732 Raymond D. Berendt1 1718 Farragut Rd. 
13) John A. O•Keere 3o Ronaele Rd. 
734 John R. Lees 1)02 Lindenwood Ct. 
735 Henry Mancini l Elm St. 
735 Robert L. Eigel 1245 N. 68th st. 
736 Walter R. Krepling 7130 SW 109 Terrace 
737 Fuller E. Nelson 42-A Piney Branch Way 
738 Charles Kinkead 9356 Chase st. 
739 Donald E. Newcomb 30 Pleasant St., #406 

New port Richey FL 33552 346 
w. Medford MA 02155 
Lorain OH 44052 347 
Tuckahoe NY 10707 4i6 
Wawatosa WI 53213 347 
Miami FL 33156 348 
Melbourne FL 3290� Assoc. 
Spring Hill FL 3)526 347 
Lynn MA 01901 347 




