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PRESIDENT'S CORNEiR 
First a couple of adJllinistrative details.John Henry was appointed chairman of an 
audit committee to check our financial records for 1984. He reported that, in his 
opinion, the financial statements fairly present the financial position of the 99th. 
BGHS in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Thanks John for 
the audit and report. Thanks also to Walter Butler for his dedicated labors in 
keeping our records. 

I've also asked John Henry to be chairman of our nominating committee for this 
year. If you desire to nominate yourself or someone else that is willing to serve 
a four year term on the Board of Directors please send the information to John at 
12025 Apache NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87112. The person no�inated must be a member, 
agree to serve, and be present at the annual me�t.in� in July. There ar.e four members 
completing their four year term this year. You may re-e+ect some or all of them or 
four new members. Members completing their term are George Coen, Rex Greathouse,, 
Joe Kenney, and Mike Yarina. My personal tbanks to each of these for their great 
efforts and hard work in getting our organization going in the lean years of 
organizing and development. 

A R8MJNDER1 1 I I I I 
REUNION-July 25-28 Seattle, WA. We will be staying at the HYATT-SEA TTLE- call toll 
free (800)228-9000 for reservations. 
AIRLINES**- Call Convention Desks-UNITED-official carrier- (800) 521-4041-Code .546M; 
DELTA-(800) 241-6700-Code E0095; EASTERN-(800) 327-1295 (Florida-800-432-1217) 
Code EZ7P2J. If you go through the convention desk you will get the lowest fares 
available and the airline will give us a print out of the passenger list. You may 
also ask your trav�e�o go through the convention desk for reservations. 
"Ll.vr US ¥:EET IN SEATTlE, WA JULY 19S5• 

SHOULD WE ESTABLISH A MONUMI!:NT AS A MEMORIAL TO THE 99th BOMBARDMENT GROUP???? 

Jiiti �OFP,who is going to be our Host in Dayton, Ohio in 1986, has recommended that 
the 99th BGHS establish a memorial to our 99th Bombardment Group at the Air Force 
Museum in Dayton. He said that the Museum is receiving memorials from AF organizations 
at a surprising rate. Our Board of Directors has approved the idea and asked me t� 
present it to you for your approval and financial support or for your disapproval. 
A form will be included on the next to the last page of this newsleter for your 
reply. We request a quick response since we are in a time frame bind-we need to 
finalize a design, write specifications, Stlc,ire bids, select a contractor, and get 
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the work started by the first of 1986 so that the memorial would be insta�led and 
ready in place to be dedicated during our reunion in Dayton in June 1986. You 
guessed it----before �e can complete these things we need to know if you approve and 
if you d0how many $$$$$'s will be available for the memorial. So you see why I'm 
asking for an early reply-with your contribution (tax deductible) or your pledge to 
be payable monthly or as you desire. If you don't agree please send in your reply. 
For those of you who are fortunate to be business ��cutives, own businesses, Lawyers, 
Doctors, etc. we especially ask for your CORPORATE GIFT. From members of the Board, 
Gen. Uppie, Ray Schwanbeck, we have received cash and pledges of nearly $1000. The 
total cost of an appropiate Memorial with engraving 0£. dedication words, targets if 
possible, Sq. emblems , Diamond Y-names of 12th and 15th Air Force-5th Wing-no 
doubt will be expensive-but appropiate to dedicate the 99th Bomb Group to history 
and posterity for generations to follow us to see the record that our great group 
achieved. WHAT DO YOU SAY?? LET US DO IT!! An initial idea of a design will follow. 
If you have comments concerning this please let me know. 

Harvey Jennings, our Chaplain, is investigating the idea of having a short rel1gious 
interdenominatlonal service in our hotel on Sunday morning July 28th, If you can 
and are willing to sing, pla y the piano, etc please contact Harvey at 2621 Las Casas 

Wav, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. He needs all the help he can get. I's a good idea! 
I am pleased to report that the state of New Mexico has finally granted our 99thBGHS 
exemption from the ,0462% state sales tax. this will reduce our expenses a little 
but at the same time our printer has raised his prices by a substantial amount. 
George will have to reduce the number of pages in our newsletter to stay within our 
budget. Raise the dues? We will wait and see. 
Joe Chance assures me that all is settled for our reunion in Seattle and all we 
need to do is arrive, pay the fees, and enjoy ourselves. LET US MEET IN S�ATI'LE! 
Spring has arrived in Albuquerque and we are enjoying it ve.z'much-ho�·\f Ou the same! 

Your Friend, u:52 �, 

Bernie Barr 
7413 Vista Del Arroyo 

PS, Albuquerque, NM 87109 
Here is a picture of the memorial that off�s5tfi Wing B-17 48Jrd, Group dedicated 

to their organization. It is a very imposing monument and does credit to their unit. 

If you agree to establish one it will be just as great, 

??? WAS THERE MORE THAN ONE � �??? . . , . , 
Charley Miller called to say that he knew that there was one, w::. th �,t:1..n ., J OO , a 

modifintl F model that was assigned to the J46th Sq. rte says that he f:-ew m�ny 
· i -i •t as a waist gunner. He vividly described the sensuous, oeautiful, 

miss ons n ,. , . 1 It t 
bare brested, reclining lady that adorned the nose of t�e airp ane. was a grea 

sight to behold-a great flying airplane. He can not relate the one that he flew 

in to the one described in our newsletter. BSB 
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nOP0'.3ED 99th. :-0/�BA�D:•:ENT GROUP ;.�i10iHAL 

A DIA;.:QND SHAPED PYLON SET ON A DIAhOND Sl-!A}'8D RAISli:D B.SHCH TO F,�OVIDE A VIEW FROM 
ALL F'OUR SIDES, ·ENGRAVE THE SQUADRON �!·.BLEi'iS ON Tfil: TOP COt-;E. IF l-OSSIBlE iNGrtAVE THE 
NAY.ES OF THE TAFtGETS THAT THE .99th. BmIBEJ? INTO 'I'HE srm.:s· OF PYLON AND BENCH WITH A 
SHA PE OF A B-17 8N m� SIDE OF THE BENCH� ENGRAVE OR PLACE A PLAQUE WITH A D�DICATION 
TO ALL WHO SERVED�*"'*ETC ON ONE SIDE or/r ' YLON THAT WILL BE NEXT TO THESIDE THAT. . I. 
WILL HAVE T}f� 99th GROUP NAi'iE-·OUR DIA!•iOND Y-I th-15th,- 5th WING -etc. . . 

! 

The Proposed Dedication Words to r1 ,·o ('\ 
be engraved on monument. or put . on

2 ;t/ _ . ·v 
a plaque. 

1 t'2'i 7
. 

6 DEDICATl<.:D TO ALL WHO . s
'/-�

n 

B · 
i· ; ·3-1 · 

SERVED IN OR WITH B Sq 
( ) 

'(-99th BOMBARDMENT GROUP Hl!:A VY t � 
WORLD WAR II 1943-1945 *1enna 

AFRICA�ITALY ome ·, 
395 COMBAT MISSIONS Athens-·· 

12 CAMPAIGNS- . Foggia 
A ir 6ombat, EAME Theatre; ,} M unich-
Air 6ffensive,Europe; · 

1 · 

etc. Tunisia; Sicily; Naples- 4ft 
Foggia; Anzio; Rome-Arno; hi�h 
Normandy; Northern France; 

} Southern France; Northern Apennin e f 
Rhineland; Central Europe; 
Po Valley. / ·.· 

' 
2 Distingui�hed Un it Citations . \. 
5 "July 194 3 Sicily-Ge·rbini Ai1;-drom 

23 April 1944 Aus.tria-Wiener Neus:t t· 
Pre·sented by the 99th ·Bomb 
Historical.' Soc.iety 28 

·' 

----· 

-9· ·g-(4 .\ -

. ". ; .t'111l" 
8 0 ),{ V c.•;1• � 

.oj, 

1 2th· AF 

15th AF·: 

5th Wing 

emblem 

., 
' \ 

\le do have a ball park estirnate'that the neighborhood 
of $10,000. Expensive? Very! Of course we-'can , scale. the memorial to $$$$'s. 
�ontri buted. Y1our response form is ori the next to .. the last page -pleas·e ··cut 
it out and: .give us your answer tpday � THANKS'� ' •· • ' ' •· 
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NEWS, DUES & 

FOR OUR MIGRANT SNOWBIRDS 

VIEWS 

We will be pleased to send your newsletters to your southern addresh 
in winter if you will just give us the dates upon which you wish the changes 
made. We're organized, bu�dies, we're organized! 

NOTES FOR THE CLASS OF 1980 

Well, lads, it has come time to discuss the Rules of Civilized Warfare. These Rules, 
which derive from the Nine Commandments, are very useful, as we shall see later on. Your 
Editor is a War Criminal of long standing, but this is his first public confession. After 
all, there is only one penalty in wartime for any offense, real or imagined. All offenses 
are therefore capital crimes; there aren't any others. 

Back during the Boer War Decade a rule was made that only jacketed bullets would 
henceforth be legal in Civilized Warfare. No dum-dum rifle bullets, which makes sense 
today, as it did then. Notices to this effect were placed on the 99BG bulletin board, or 
rather the notices read that one could not employ his own personal weapons. 

Now your Editor was proficient with the Army Automatic Colt .45, but for protection 
against the Big Boys the old Arkansas shooting iron is to be preferred. That's the Colt 
Officers' Model .38 Special with standard non-jacketed bullet. So I arrived in Algeria 
with my own six-shooter, and that is what I carried in battle, as well as on trips back 
behind Ojebel Hamdu. A capital crime! 

Several points are of interest. Phosphorus, latex. and flame throwers are quite with­
in the rul.es. And nobody really gives any thought to whether the .45 is more humane that 
the .38 Special. The Rules would seem to exist only for the purpose of charging the other 
side with a violation, no matter how nonsensical. These rules lag reality by a half cen­
tury or so, and it is my opinion that they were arrived at by some striped pants boys who 
did not have sense enough to carry guts to a bear. It must have been some real addlepates 
who arranged in the Hague Convention of about 1908 that nothing was to be dropped from 
aircraft with the exception of steel rods about six inches long and one-half inch in di­
ameter. Rules such as this are about as useful as tits on a tomcat. 

So there you are, boys. The only sensible precaution is to take a lot of prisoners, 
as we did in North Africa, and then the enemy develops a very V�nder concern for prisoners, 
a concern not previously visible. And any young soldier, no matter how delicate and chiv­
alrous, can be found to have violated some nit-picking rule when the anti-war types get to 
reading the fine print year·s later in the safety so dearly purchased for them. End of 
Lesson One. 

pfc, the Aforesaid Coen 

Your editor tried to learn a few words of t he local langua. e at the Mechtat Oulad Hamdu, the 99th 1 s firstatation, in the summer of 19f3. In 1946, while a student at UNM I ccbnsulted an Arabic dictior.ary and could find no familiar words at a.11. Only later, in 1948, did I stumble 
:pon Cunningham Graeme's book which contains a glossary of Shillab.. And there ,he words were; we had been among Shillah-spaakers. The locals spoke about 
\S mu.ch Arabic as we here speak Latin. 

Believe me, those arable verbs which change form acc ording to the 
ender of the speaker as well as the gonder of the person adiressed - well, 
�y Allah preserve me from further acquaintance with theml geo. 

th · medals to their names, 
Je notice that the British append cir 

CBE Dso DFC 'rhis is a good idea, Rnd 
as in Group Captain lJoue;las 3ader, , , • 

we should do it too. 
Pfc. the Aforesaid Coen, ETOR, 2CO (E'EO Ribbon with 2 

collar ornaments). 
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Dear George; Feb. 12, 1985 

I want to thank you f0r all of the News Letters that you have sen t 
me. I enjoyad all of them. I have sent in my  dues • • •  

I am sorry I missed the last reunion. Maybe I can make the one in 
Seattle, Washington. I m1ssed the last reunion because the notice I received 
was two weeks before the reunion and I could not make plans to attend. I 
had otharthings to do on that date. I would have likeQ to see Colonel Up­
thegrove and all of the boys. I am bad on remembering nanes, but if I see 
them in person I would remember them; but there is one face I know and that 
is Colonel Upthegrove. 

In the July •84 news letter you wrote July�, ,43 that 42-30470 
came to the 4l6t�. That was the ship that we brought over from the USA. 
We fl•w our first mission Aug. 6, 1943 and our last mission Jan. 28, 1944. 
'-:le had t,wr incidents thet I recall. It was on our 49th and 50th. 'l'he miss ion 
was to Solon, France On our way back our ship was hit ia the hydraulic sys­
tem. We ahd to land north of Naples. It was a belly landing because we 
lost our hydraulic system and could not _lower our wheels. A truck picked 
us up. The engineers had to stay with the ship. The next day we flew our 
50th mission without the engineers of our regular crew. ThiR wa� tn Avianii, 
Italy. We were again on our way home when aut of the clouds ca.me two Ger-
man fighters. A 20 millimeter burst outaide of the ship and the fragments: 
from the shell killed our waist gunner, John Genisio. We were flying at 
20,000 feet om a gradual descent and home free. 

I seem to remember one incident that has bothered me for years. 
We had a bombardier who flew 6 missions. On 4 of the 6 missions he was woun­
ded. Col. Upthegrove told h�m he was a jinx and he was going home to the 
USA. I don't remember who the Lt. was, but if you r:amemher the incident I 
think it could be part of the 99th history. 

Enclosed is a picture of our crew, The Wolf Pack. The picture is 
for the Society to keep. I have a copy of my own. I have a cGpy of my own. 
'l'he names of the crew are on the back. I don't know if any one of them are 
still living. Maybe you can find out. I have not seen any of them in any 
of your news letters of 1984. 

I was thinking if the Society could make a collection of these 
pictures that most· of the crews took; say one picture of each crew. • • 

I am hoping to see you in Seattle. 
LT. Philip J. Capobianco 
262 Hallock Ave. 
Mingo Jct. OH 43938 

Dear Phil; 
Thank you for the lovely picture. I wish that all of our crew 

pictures were as good. We do ijave plans for a set of pictures of planes and 
crews when the War Diary has been all published. Indeed, we have more good 
stuff than we can publish - but your letter was too good to pass up� geo. 

Te Sous-Leutnant Georges C�en 
Etats Unis 

I write tQ you for t& get send mil francs. Otherwise I tell na:m.e ot bombariier who hide jeep in straw stack. Alse tell name of navigate� wh• dug ditch llhich trap Colonel U�pie's jeep. Sena money to 
Openh. Bom Bey, 13 Rue Jules Ferry, 

* * 
Ya Sidi Bey; 

* 
Mechtat Oulad Hamdu,/Algerie 

* 

Salem aleicum and all that there. 

* 

I remain bravely unfrightenea by threats to expose Lt. Kidwiler. 
9 to your second item, well - - ah - perhaps that can be adjustad. Would 

vou prefer large hills or small? george 

* 



We would 
us your story NOWl 
- that some it will 
Uppie and mel 

A Quct� 
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WRITE YOUR STORY NOW 
like to impress upon you all the importance of sending 
You fellows must face the fact that none of us is immortal 
be too late to write. Yes, there will remain only General 

PLOESTI Dugan & Stewart 

As Posey•s ships left Blue Target, some airmen were screwed up to 
hallucinations. The radioman of Princess, Norman Kie fer, heard urgent shou·ts 
on the interphone. "Go back, Mac 1 Mister Five-by-Five just crash-landed back 
theret Go back and pick them upl II yelled the top turret man. The tail gunner 
joined in: "We can land and pick them up1 The field is level. Go back, 
Mae?" McAtee hesitated and repl±ed, "Shut up. We're not going back." (When 
Princess landed at Benghazi, he.r men found the enrire crew of Mister Five­
by-Fi ve in the briefing room. McAtee shook hands with the pilots. • • and 
c�nfronted his two gunners with them. The sergeants vehemen tly denied calling 
on him to turn back. McAtee said, "How do you like th�tt You know, I almost 
turned around and went back.") p.162 

from MONEY MARBLES AND CHALK - March 1985 

Co1 .. o· Te .S � o.f 

G ev, � 

Ajne&.1 

Bill Baira of the 17th BG examines patients for the VA • • •  
Anyways, this old guy has stepped on a land mine and he ain•t got 

but one leg. Count your blessings - I was over there almost the whole time 
and never even saw a land mine. As I was saying, this old guy turned out to 
be as healthy as a horse - with one missing leg. I always try to be friendly 
to these here heroes, so I says to him, "You're healthy as a horse with one 
missing leg, feller, - you must have good genes." 'rhen I says, "How old was 
your pappy when he died?" "I don't recall saying that my pappy is dead". 
says he, kinda taciturn-like." "Oh", says I, "he ain't?" "Nope 11

, says he. 
He's nigh onto ninety-two and goin' strong. 11 "Do tell". says I, "well, like 
I say, you got good genes.u (A doctor is always got toappear right, see?) 
11How old was your grandpappy when he passed?" "Well," says he, ur don't tell­
ing of him passing either." "You mean he ain't dead either?" says I, incred­
ulous. �ope", says he, 1!1He 1 s agoin' on a hunnert and eight and fixin' to 
get married". "Well, now", says I, "Ain't that something?" "He 1 s a hunnert 
and eight And wants to get married!" 11 I don't recall saying anythin' about 
him w2 nting to get married", says he. 

The difference listening and understanding is what makes wars. 
Bill Baird 



�r. Genr�e F. Coen 
2908 Aliio Drive NE 
Al :mquerque, Nr.1 87110 

Dear George: 
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J" 'h,.., F . 0 ' Conn e 11 
321 Linfsey Drive 
Eerwyn, Pa. 19312 

Just a note to thank you for sending me all the back issues 
of the 99th B.G. news letters. I have enjoyed reading them so much 
that I have done little else for the past few days. I have written 
to several people on the membership list whom I knew and remembered, 
as well as to some I didn't remember but did know. No replies yet, 
but I am hoping to.re-establish contact with them. I did f'ind on 
the list a former member of the 347th -and a fellow navigator at 
that� Norris Domangue who lives only three miles from me. And I 
owe. it all to yo�! 

I have little to add to the archives but the list of my 
missions, and orders assigning me and the 20 other crews mentioned 
on page 18 of the 7/1/84 newsletter as of 10/18/43 to the 12th A.F. 
and the 99th B.G. I think the list is in order of squa dron number, 
and I have so indicated where I could. 

Also enclosed is a copy of my letter to Steve Birdsall 
which I think is self-explanatory. Two things still intrigue me 
about that 3/18/44 mission to the Villaorba A.D.: one, that Stars 
and Stripes shrugged off the damaged tail and said the plane 
returned to its base- which, of course, was not true; and two, that 
I have believed all these years, and will continue to do so until 
some one can prove differently, that it was our own frag bombs and 
not a rocket which blew that tail off. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

On a different matter: 

In the 9/1/84 Newsletter on page lJ, the vroup War Diary 
refers to -cne crash on 11/18/43 of plane ;'/ 179 of the JL�?th 
Squadron into a mountain. ·:I·h� mounta_;_u ,,.:...:, in Sicily and they were 
going in to refuel after the mission to Athens. All aboard were 
killed, and although I am listed among those killed -it is 
obviously not so. I wasn't flying with the crew that day(it was 
my original crew with whom I had gone through training and joined 
the 99th). I think the navigator who took my place was Emil(?) 
Raye. I am not positive, but that name comes to mind. Like Mark 
Twain, I am happy to say tbat the report of my death was greatly 
exaggerated! 

Keep up the good work! The 99th BG Historical Society 
Newsletter has already made 1985 a memorable year for me. 

Sincerely Yours 

�c� 
J 



Dear Steves 20 March 1985 

I have only recently heard about and become a member of the 
99th. Bomb Group Historical Society, and thanks to George Coen's 
sending me back copies of the news letters, I have been having a 
great time re-living old memories and learning a lot of things 
about the 99th. and its personnel that I never knew. 

This letter is prompted by your request in three different 
news letters for information concerning a picture of a damaged 
plane from the 347th squadron on the mission of 3/18/44 to 
Villaorba A/Din Northern Italy. I am enclosing a photocopy of 

a clipping I cut out of Stars and Stripes ( I think )in April or 
early May 1944 showing the plane in question with its tail blown 
off, and claiming that the plane returned safely to base-which, 
of course. it did not: Incidentally, had that original clipping 
for forty years and then had it framed and gave it to the 
bombardier on that plane,Ken Simon, in time for the fortieth 
anniversary of the mission. 

_ I do not recall at this late date why Ken was flying in 
the injured plane rather than with us. since we had been crewmates 
since my original crew was killed on 11/18/43. I think I was in 
the lead ship and Ken was flying wing in one of the elements. 

It was immediately after the "bombs away" call came that 
one of the crew in the back of the plane reported thet the plane 
in question had been hit and was leaving the formation with the 

tail heavily damaged and the tail-gunner missing. The plane left 
the formation under some control, and because of that I kept 
hoping for some time after we landed that the plane could make 
it home-but, of course. it did not, and the survivors spent the 
rest of the war as POW'S. 

You mentioned in one of your letters that the ship's tail 
had been destroyed by rocket fire. You may be interested to know 
that at least one of our gunners in the back reported at the time, 
and I have so believed all these years, that it was our formation's 
frag bombs -and perhaps even our own ship's bombs -which blew 
the tail off! You will nottthat the picture of the damaged plane 
was taken from overhead, and I can remember some conversation at 
the time that the hit plane had been flying very close to us and 
slightly below, and had drifted into a position where it could have 
been hit by one of our bombs - �nd some of the crew thought it had. 
We may never knGw for sure, but'that•s been my belief all these years. 

The pilot of the downed plane was Gerry Lombard, and the 
bombardier was Kenneth Simon(who has been my good friend for more 
than forty years now) and whose address is: 

1005 The Parkway 
Mamaroneck, New York 10543 

I don't know where Gerry Lombard lives, nor who the other 
members of the crew were. Ken Simon may know, and I am sending him 
a copy of this letter so he will be alerted in case you contact him. 

I am also sending a copy of this letter and the news clipping to 
George Coen. He might be interested in seeing another result of his 

sending all those newsletters. 

Mr. Steve Birdsall 
Jl Parkland Road 
Mona Vale 210.3 

Sydney, Australia 

John F. u·connell 
321 Lindsey DrivP 

Berwyn, Pa. 1931 

,.Crom: 
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FROM A 1 5 th  A I R  FORCE BOMBER BASE--Heavy fl a k  th rown at AAF Fl y i ng Fortresses over 
E l eus i s  Ai rdrome i n  Greece today expl oded under the open bomb bay of  one s h i p ,  r i d d l i n g i t  
w i t h  h o l e s  and  k n oc k i n g  out  one  e n g i ne a n d  damag i n g a second , but the p i l ot brought i t  
home. None of the crew was hurt. 

S a fe on t h e  g round , Capt. R.R. Shaefe r ,  25 year ol d former army transport p i l ot of 
Al buquerque , N .M. , counted more than 60 hol es i n  h i s  s h i p  from i t s t i p  to i t s  ta i l .  He was 
fl y i ng h i s  th i rd mi s s i on , but h i s  f i rst  i n  the pi l ot ' s  s eat. 

F l a k  h i t  the s h i p  j ust as the bombs were goi ng  away. Shaefer found that i t  h a d : Cut  
the g a s o l i ne l i n e  o f  No. 2 ( l e f t  i n bo a rd )  e ng i ne ,  rende r i n g  i t  u sel ess ; tore away the 
eng i ne  control s of No. 3 ( r i ght i n board ) engi n e ;  put 40 ho l es i n  the l eft wi ng ; tore a hol e 
through the catwa l k  of the bomb bay ; knocked a regul ator guage off an oxygen bott l e ;  grazed 
by a hai rbreadth the mai n  o i l l i nes to  Nos. 1 and 4 engi nes. 

I n  a dd i t i o n , fl a k  fra gment s  tore  t h e  p a n t s  l eg o f  t h e  r a d i o o perat o r ,  Techni ca l  
Sergeant C.G. Langton , 1533 8th Ave. S. , S t .  Cl oud , Mi n n. ,  but fai l ed to b reak sk i n .  Other 
fragments  p a s s ed between t h e  l egs  of the ta i l gunne r ,  Staff Sergeant M. F .  Harvey , 953 N. 
Rural S t . , I nd i an apol i s ,  Ind. , who was f ly ing  h i s  48th m i s s i on. 

" I  d on ' t  s e e  h ow we got out  of  t h a t  one , "  s a i d  S h aefer. " I t  h i t  u s  j ust  over the 
target-- ! th i nk th ree bombs had l eft the bay. With the exp l os i on the tai l shot up  about 1 5  
feet a nd the l eft w ing  went way up. " 

" I t  fe l t  l i k e s omebody h ad  g ra bbed t h e  tai l , " s a i d  1 st Lt. Thomas F. C ra i g ,  of 1 1 0  

Burl i ngton Ave . ,  Paterson , NJ , a 2 6  year ol d p i l ot veteran o f  43  mi s s i ons who was f l y i n g  a s  
co-pi l ot o n  th i s  rai d. 

" I  had  t o  feather  t h e  No .  2 eng i ne , "  Shaefer cont i nued. " Gasol i ne was stream i ng out 
a n d  i t ' s  a m i r ac l e  i t  d i d n ' t  c atch  f i re .  N o. 3 was  s t i l l  r u n n i n g , but  p r a c t i c a l l y  
usel ess. " 

W i t h  i t s  a i r s peed  reduced , the cr ipp l ed Fortress stragg l ed out of  format i on ,  but was 
protected from hoveri ng enemy fi ghters by a screen o f  e s c o rt i n g P - 38 ' s. Hou rs l at e r  i t  
l i mped home . 

"We were l ucky , "  s a i d  Shaefer .  But h i s  crew cal l ed i t  sk i l l --and courage. 

Other crew members : 
2nd Lt . E.R. Jenk i ns ,  bombard i e r ,  317 E. Bay St . ,  Charl eston , S .  Car .  
2nd Lt. Wi l l i am Amundson , navi gator , 428 23rd Ave.W . , Dul uth , Mi nn . 
S/Sgt . H . B. Ward , gunner ,  P i nehurst , Wash. 
Sgt . T . F. Hampton , gunner , Crestwood , Ky . 
Sgt. Tom Woodbury ,  gunne r ,  1 7 1 5  Lagoon Ave. , Mi nneapol i s ,  Mi n n .  
Sgt . I ra G .  Gri swol d ,  gunne r ,  Cl i fton , Ari z .  

Dec. 20 , 1943 

Attent i on :  Bal t imore , Md. , News-Post 
Bal t i more , Md . ,  Eveni ng Post 

From a 15th Ai r Force Bomber Base -- Staff Sergeant Wi l l i am E. Greenwa l dt , 23 , of 1427 
Franci s Ave. , Hal ethorpe Md. , an AAF F ly i ng  Fortress photographe r ,  i s  on h i s  way h ome t o  
the States for a rest after comp l et i ng 50 combat mi s s i on s  with  the 15th U.S. Ai r Force. 

Greenwa l dt ,  who began f ly i ng  as a combat photographer May 30 , 194 3 ,  reco rded on f i l m  
t h e  heavy d amage i n f l i ct ed by Fortre s s e s  on targets i n  S i c i l y ,  Sard i n i a ,  I t a ly , France , 
Greece and Ge rmany. He was beh i nd h i s  aeri a l  camera on both h i stor ic  ra ids  on Rome by t h e  
Fortresses . 

Typ i ca l  o f  f l y i n g photographers who l ong  to take a crack at the enemy w ith  somethi ng 
more dead l y  than a camera , the sergeant reca l l s  best a m i s s i on to Gerb i n i  Ai rdrorne , S i ci l y ,  
J u ly  5 ,  when h e  had a chance t o  use a .50 ca l i be r  mach i ne gun. 

"After the attacki ng pu r s u i t  h ad l e f t  u s  o n  t h a t  r a i d , "  he s a i d ,  " a  l o n e  f i gh t e r  
j umped k6. Nobody noti ced the pl ane comi ng i n  from o u r  ta i l .  I saw h im  and t r i ed t o  warn the 
crew , but my throat m i ke was d i sconnected. I grabbed a g u n  and l et out 15 or 20 b u rs t s ,  
and I ' m s ure the pl ane  or p i l ot was h i t. 

G ree nwa l dt i s  a 19 38 graduate of Bal t imore ' s  Po lytech n i c  I�sti tute and was a mechan i c  
for West i nghouse El ect r i c  unti l enteri ng the a rmy i n  June , 194 2 .  He i s  unma rri ed . 

--bb--
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Crouched  i n  t h e  camera-we l l  o f  a n  AAF F l y i n g Fort ress with "Anna , "  h i s  g i ant K-17  
aer i a l  camera , Staff  Sergeant Wi l l i am E.  Greenwa l dt sa l utes h is  l ast mi ssi on. By comp l et­
i ng 50  sort i e s  he i s  el i g i bl e for a rest i n  the  States and a v i s i t  to  h i s  home town at 1427 
Fran c i s  Ave. , Ha l ethorpe , Md . 

Dec .  2 1 ,  1943 

Somewhat awed by the damage to  h i s  p l ane i s  1 st Lt . Thomas J. Dav i s  of P i edmont , Mo. , 
a n  AAF F l y i n g  F o r t re s s  p i l ot who ran i nto  t roub l e on h i s  soth mi s s i on when the U.S. 1 stn 
Ai r Force rai de'd I n nsbruc k ,  Austri a ,  December 1 9. A 2 0  mm. s he l l  from a German f i g h t e r  
crashed through t h i s  eng i ne ,  tear i ng a 12 i nch ho l e  i n  the nacel l e  and l odg i ng i n  t h e  wi ng. 
The propel l er fl ew off i ts shaft just as the pi l ot was about to touch earth after mak i ng i t  
home safel y. 

--bb-­

( Photo) 
Dec. 22 , 1943 

Attenti o n :  Loga n , Utah , Heral d-Journal  
Ogden ,  Utah , St andard 

F rom a 1 5 t h  A i r Force  Bomber Base -- Decorated w ith  the D i st i ngu i s hed F l y i ng Cros s ,  
Purpl e Heart and Ai r Meda l , Capt. Heber B. Bankhead , 25-year-ol d AAF F ly i n g  Fort re s s  p i l o t 
and squad ron commande r ,  has compl eted 50 bomb i ng m i s s i ons  and wi l l  return to  the States for 
a rest. 

B an khead  e a r ned  t he  D FC a nd P u rp l e Heart  May 2 5 , 1 9 4 3 , on a m i s s i on t o  Mess i n a , 
S i c i l y. Enemy f i ghters shot h i s  s h i p  vi rtual l y  t o  p i ec e s ,  yet he  f l ew i t  w i th o ne  hand  
after the other was i nj u red and crashed l anded it  s afel y i n  fri endl y terr itory. 

The pi l ot began combat f lyi ng March  3 1 ,  a n d  s o o n  was  ent rusted  w i t h  d i re c t i ng  h i s  
s q u adron  i n  b a t t l e as  l e a d - s h i p  p i l o t. I n  t h e  l a t e r  s t a g e s  o f  h i s  c a reer he Decame , 
success i ve l y ,  operati ons  offi cer and commandi ng offi cer of h i s  squadron. 

A n a t i v e o f  Wel l s v i l l e ,  Bankhead was graduated from South Cache H igh  School at Hyrum , 
Ut ah , i n  1938 and i n  1 940 rece i ved a B . S .  dey ree from Utah State Ag ri cul tural  Co l l e g e .  He 
was an empl oyee of the Weber Centra l  Dai ry Assoc. of Ogden unt i l  enteri ng the Ai r Forces as 
a cadet i n  May , 194 1 .  

--bb--

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
M I SSION : 24 Apri l 1944 - PLOESTI 

I. ENEMY RESI STANCE 
A .  F i ghte r s : Wh i l e  s t i l l  two m i n utes  f rom the target and cont i n u i ng for an add i ­

t i onal twenty mi nutes , 25- 30 enemy a i rcraft con s i s t i n g  o f  ME109s and FW190s j umped the 99th 
Bomb Group from a l t i tudes rangi ng from 20- 22 ,000 1 for a total of some twenty encounters . 

These  a t t a c k s  were from a l l  . a ro u nd t he  c l ock both h i gh and l evel but were not too 
we l l  coord i nated. It i s  bel i eved that these E/A were a i rborne from the t� rget a rea as they 
had not been seen before. 

The  ME 109 s  were  b l a c k  w ith  yel l ow t i ps and had a band of same co l o r  beh i nd the cock­
p i t. The FW190s were mott l ed gray wi th 6 yel l ow stri pes on top of thei r wi ngs. 

There  was o n e  report  of FW190s  s hoo t i ng rockets  at  9 o ' c l ock from a range of  1500 
yards. 

B .  F l a k :  O v e r  t he  t a rget t h i s g r o u p  experi enced i ntense , accurate and heavy fl ak  
wh i l e  f ly iny  at a mean a l t i tude of 22 ,400 1

• Thi s  fl ak  was both ba rrage and track i ng type . 
F l a k  was a l s o  e n co u n tered enroute and from the �arget and th is  i s  spotted under s i g­

ni fi cant observat i ons . Thi rteen of our A/C returned with fl ak  hol es from today ' s  m i s s i o n .  

_____ l_..._ ... ----�--· 
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B .  Wa te r : o n e  M / V , be l i eved t o  be a dest royer opened f i re on format i on from 40° 48 ' 
N ,  23°08 ' E on Danube R i ve r ;  25 ba rges ; 4 seapl a nes on Danube ; 20 barges ; 4 l a rge M /Ws ; 1 2  
ba r ye s  a n c h o red i n  r i v e r ;  1 5  b o a t s  wh i ch l ooked l i ke mi ne sweepers were i n  the r i ver ; 3 
l a rge M /Ws anchored i n T i ej a  harbor . 

C .  A i r :  f rom 2 2 , 000 ' - 1 8 24 down , 1 c h u t e  s ee n ; 22 , 30 0 '  - 1 8 1 7  down , 4 chutes 
seen ; 2 2 , 300 '  - 1 817 down under contro l , 5 chutes ; 22 ,000 '  1 817 down , 6-8 chutes . 

D .  F l a k  P os i t i ons :  From a mean a l t i tude of 22 ,400 ' the fol l owi ng gun  pos i t i o n s  were 
p i npoi nted on ta rget chart # 1 - 1018-NA :  N-1 1 ,  L - 1 2 ,  N- 1 2  and 1 3 , M - 1 1 .  t h e r e  were a l  s o  a 
s t r i n g  o f  b a t t e r i e s a l o n g  the road from A- 1 2  to E- 1 7 .  Add i t i onal fl ak po s i t i on s  were ob­
served as moderate , heavy and i naccurate and some s l i gh t ,  l i ght and i naccurat e .  

I I I .  CONCLUS ION  

A .  Total Losses : 
From F l a k :  0 
F rom F i ghter s :  1 (416th Sq . )  
0ther Reaso n s :  0 

B .  Uamages 
From F l a k :  1 3  m i nor 
From F i ghters : 0 
Other Reasons : 0 

C .  V i ctor i es ( c l a i m  sheets bei ng submi tted ) 
Destroyed : 3 ME 109 s ,  2 FW190s 
P robably Destroyed : 0 
Damaged : 0 

D .  Correct i ons on Tel ephone M i s s i on Report : 
T h ree men  were  s l i g h t l y  wo u nded by f l a k .  

0-69799 2 ,  l eg abras i ons . T/Sg t . Wal ter  H .  But l e r ,  
1 30 327 7 3  who both had mi nor h i p  wou nd s .  

T h e s e  we re· 2nd Lt . Lorace E .  Catterson , 
38 350514 and Corp Charl es V .  Swa n n i g a n , 

Vernon E .  Fa i rbanks 
M aj or ,  Ai r Corps , 
S- 2 ,  99t h  Bomb Grp . 

SPECIAL ACCOUNT 

( On Aug . 2 5 , 1 9 4 3 , Tec hn i c a l  S e r gean t  C a rl M .  M i c i a k , 23 , a rad i o operator of 1250 
Tay l o r  St . ,  New Kens i ngton , Pa . ,  l eaped from a fl am i n g  F l y i ny Fortress  wh i c h was  a t t a cked  
a nd s h ot u p  by 30  e n emy f i g h t ers  over  Fogg i a ,  Ita ly . On Sept . 27 he straggl ed i nt o  camp 
w i th  the fol l ow i n g  ta l e of h i s  advent u res : )  

-0-

" We we re on the bomb run a nd t here were approximately 30 f i ghters attack i ng us . They 
came i n  so c l ose that they a l most scraped the p l an e  w i th  t h e i r w i n g  t i p s .  There  were s o  
many t r a c e r s  t h a t  t h e  i n s i de o f  t h e  p l ane and a l l a round i t  was g l ow i ng ju st  l i ke  a g o l d  
p i cture .  

" I  d i d n ' t  h e a r  ma ny guns  f i r i ng so I opened the door to the top  t u rret a nd Sergeant 
Wa l ker  (Techn i ca l  Sergeant Cl a rence A .  Wa l ke r ,  Bakersfi e l d ,  Cal . )  was l y i ng on the fl oor on 
h i s  s t omac h  and he j ust gave a feeb l e  l augh .  I cl osed the door and commenced f i r i ng aga i n  
at the attac k i n g  pl anes . Wh i l e  go i n g through the bomb bay I noti ced we had dropped a l l  but 
s i x  frag bombs . 

" T he  f i r s t  t i me I re a l i zed  we were  i n  t roub l e ,  o r  out of format i on ,  was when the 
a ·l a rm bel l ran g .  I k new that the bel l  d i dn't work i n  t h e  wa i s t sect i o n ,  so I went down 
t h e re t o  t e l l the rest  of the fe l l ows to ba i l out . When I got there a l l the fel l ows were 
i n  the wa i st sect i on .  M a l aga  (Staff  Sergeant Steve M a l aga , P r i ceda l e ,  Pa . )  had come up out 
o f  t h e  b a l l t u rret and  B e r n a t  ( S t a f f  S e rgeant Paul  V .  Bernat , Latrobe , Pa . )  h ad come up  
from the ta i l guns . Bart h e l  ( Te ch n i c a l  S e rgeant  J a s o n  D .  Ba rthe l , D a r i e n , C o n n . )  a n d  
M a r t i g n e t t i  ( S t a f f  Sergeant Edward F .  M a rt i gnetti , Je rsey C i ty ,  NJ ) and the wai s t gunners 
were s i tt i n q  there a l s o .  Bernat and M a rt i g netti were wounded . Ma l aga l ooked stunned . 
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" B a r t h e l  t hen ba i l ed out , but h i s  foot caught i n the wai st door a nd I k i c ked h im  out. 

Then I bai l ed out , and j u s t  as I j umped , a b l i nd i n g s h eet of fl ame from t h e  No . t h r e e  
eng i ne came by and I passed out. 

I d on ' t  remember pul l i ng the r i pcord , but came to i n the a i r and my chute had opened . 
I put my h and up  to my neck and i t  came away b l oody. I cou l d feel  a b i g  c u t  t h e re b u t  I 
d on ' t  k now how I got i t. I pas sed out agai n and when I came to I was on the g round. The 
p l ane had crashed about 100 feet away . It was b u r n i n g a n d  the mach i n e gu n b u l l et s  were  
shooti ng a l l a round and the  frag bombs were exp l od i ng .  

"About 20 feet away I s aw Ma l aga a l l  crumpl ed , and he h a d a pp a re n t l y  j umped w i t h o u t  
h i s  c h u te . J ust a l i ttl e ways off I s aw Bernat and Mart i gnett i and i t  appeared that the i r 
chutes hadn ' t  opened , or that they h ad n ' t  j umped and had been th rown c l e a r  when  t h e  p l a n e 
cras hed . I doubt i f  Wa l ker ever got out of the top turret . 

" I  heard someone cryi ng out i n  pa i n but I was  too  s i c k a nd  t o o  much  i n  pa i n to  i n ­
v e s t i g a te. L ater I found out i t  was Barthel. I was burned a l l  over the head and a rms a nd 
was l os i ng a l ot of  bl ood from my neck. I had wrenched my knee so I coul dn ' t  wal k .  

" I  d ragged mysel f to a woodcutter ' s  shack about a h a l f m i l e  away and l a i d  down on some 
rags on the f l oor. Some Ita l i an sol d i ers came w ith  pol i ce offi cers a n d aft e r  a l on g  c on ­
ference they ha l f carri ed me s i x  mi l es down to  a mai n road a nd there met an  I t a l i an convoy. 
They gave me f i rst a i d and took me to  a l i ttl e town about 1 5  mi l es away and I was put  i n a 
smal l h os p i t a l  there. 

" About  m i d n i ght a doctor gave me t reatment for my wounds. I had l ost  a l ot of b l ood 
i n  a l l that t i me .  He put 14 st i tches i n  my nec k .  

" A n  I t a l i a n c i v i l i a n came t o  see me whi l e  I was i n  t h i s  fi rst hospi ta l , and a s ked me 
some quest i on s  as to what sort of p l ane I was f l y i n g  i n. He s h owed me a p i ece  o f  p a p e r  
w i t h  Lt . Dahl ' s  ( 2nd Lt. E l don H .  Dahl , co-pi l ot ,  Bozeman ,  Mont. ) n ame and ser i a l  number on 
i t ,  and s a i d that Lt . Dahl had come down a l l  r i ght but had t r i ed to escape and the so l d i ers 
had beaten h im  u p ,  but he was otherwi s e  a l l  r i g ht. 

me i n a hosp ita l  there.  
f i ve  o t h e r  Ame r i c a n s . 
guess I broke i t  when I 

O n  September 1 s t  a German off i ce r  took me to  Potenza and put 
It was a b i g  p l a ce. I was g i ven t reatment and put i n  a ward wi t h  
B a r t ne l  w a s  t h e r e  a n d  four B-24 men. Barthel had a broken l eg. I 
k i cked h i m  out of the pl ane ,  but i t  saved h i s  l i fe. 

" B a r t h e l  s ai d  he h ad s een K i dwi l e r ( 2nd Lt. Wi l l i am W .  K i dwi l er ,  bomba rdi e r ,  Seatt l e ,  
Was h . )  and that K i dwi l er was a l l r i g ht and had been captured. K i dw i l e r h a d  t o l d B a r t h e l  
t h a t h e a n d L t .  Se  i l  a ( 2nd Lt. C l au d e  F • Sei l a , n a v i g a t  o r , Wes t f i e l  d , NJ ) both b a i l e d out 
together and he presumed Sei l a  l anded a l l  r i g ht .  

" O n Septembe r 9th  th ere was  an a i r  rai d a nd  o ur  med i um 
the hosp i t a l .  Rothrock ( Sergeant Cl a rence Rothroc k ,  Spokane ,  
went out o f  t h e  w i nd ow o n some s h e e t s  h e  t i e d togethe r .  
cel l a r ,  as fa r down as I coul d get . 

bombers were comi n g ri ght for 
Wash. ) one of the 8- 24  b oy s ,  
I we nt d own i nto the second 

" T h e  bombs h i t  the hos p i t a l . One came ri ght through i nto the cel l a r a nd l anded about 
10  feet away from me but i t  d i d n ' t  expl ode . I ran out of the bui l d i ng. 

" I  met u p  w i t h  Rot h rock back i n  the h i l l s  and we t r i ed to escape , but there were too 
many I ta l i a ns a round and they brought us back to the hosp ita l . The ce nt e r  s e c t i on of the  
h os p i t a l  h a d  b ee n  h i t  and about hal f t he  occupants  ki l l ed. Our  ward where Barthel h ad to  
stay because of  h i s  l eg wasn ' t  touched. 

" P retty soon  some more of our  bombers came and Rothrock and I ran aga i n ,  but we were 
on ly  200 yards away whe n we we re captured . The re  was a n other  r a i d  a n d  t h i s  t i me we g o t  
b a c k  i n  t he  h i l l s  a n d  h i d  i n  a dry creek bed. They d i dn ' t  fi nd u s. We wa l ked for a day 
and a hal f unt i l ,..,e were so wea ry that ne i ther Roth rock nor  I cou l d  wa l k  anymore. We we re 
$ t i l l  i n  our pajama s .  

" We s t umb l ed o nto  a n  I t a l i an farmhouse and the farmer gave u s  food t o  eat and l et up 
s l eep i n  the barn. Next morn i ng he took us to  a l i tt l e  town where  we l i v ed i n a s c ho o l  -
hous� . The I ta l i ans  were good to us and gave us food . 

" After f i ve days a Bri t i sh commando outf i t  of f i ve men c ame to town . They l co ked 1 i k e  
angel s. They put u s  on a t ra i n  t o  Taranto. We t ravel ed r i ght th rough the German l i nes and 

coul d s ee German camps and convoys through the wi ndow. I t  was the craz iest  war I ever saw. 
" I n T a r a n t o  the  B r i t i s h g a ve  me  c l o t h e s  to  rep l a c e  my paj amas and I got on a C-47 

Transport to Cata n i a. I coul dn ' t  s eem to get any t ransportat i on at Cat an i a  so I went out 
to  a C-47  t h a t  was  wa rn i n g  up  and c l i mbed i n whi l e  the p i l ot was n ' t  l ook i ng. The pl ane 
we�t to Tuni s and from there I h i thi ked home . 

" I  w i s h  I k n ew what h a ppe ned t o  Lt. Norri s  ( l S t Lt. John R .  Norri s ,  J r. ,  p i l ot ,  Los 
Angel es , Cal . )  
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'rhe 99th Bomb war D iary continued 

U.S. SECRET equal s Br i t i s h  MOST SECRET 

HEADQUARTERS 
N I NETY N I NTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY A I R  FORCES 

APO 520 
8 January 1 944 

SUBJECT :  Tacti cs 

TO : Commandi ng  Genera l , 15th A i r Force , APO 520 , U.S. Army 

1. I n  compl i ance wi th  P a r a g r a p h  3 ,  O p e r at i o n s  Memo r a nd um Number  4 - 1 , you r  head­
quarters , d ated  30  December 1943 , t he  fol l owi ng i n formati on i s  submitted. 

Ta rget : Reggi o Emi l i a  M/E Facto ry and M/Y , I t a ly  

a .  Weat h e r  i n  v i c i n ity of Fogg i a  l i ght haze  a nd  c l oud coverage to  three tenths 
( 3/ 10 )  at four thousand ( 4000 ) feet. West to the coast of I t a ly  sl i ght o v e rc a s t  at e i g ht  
thousand ( 8000) feet. North from approximately 42 d egrees North and 1 1  d eg rees East broken 
cl oud coverage. Over target l i ght broken overcast at about twenty seven  t h o u s a n d  ( 27000 ) 
feet. 

b .  Negat i ve  

c. At t h e  t a rget a l i g ht  b ro k en overcast was  e ncountered but  d i d not have any 
effect on the bomb run. 

7 Janu a ry 1 944 
Ta rget : Messerschm i tt factory , W iener  Newstadt , Austr i a 

a. No  weather  encountered u nt i l  seventeen thousand feet ( 17000 ) where there was 
a f i ve hund red ( 500 )  foot l ayer of b r o k e n  c l o u d s. T h i rty ( 3 0 )  m i n u t e s  f rom t h e  t a rg e t  
t h e re w a s  a s o l i d  o v e rc a s t  of  h i gh c l ouds , twenty thousand to twenty-f i ve thousa nd feet , 
group tu rned back at th i s poi nt. 

b .  G r o u p  l e ve l e d off  bel ow s eventeen thousand ( 17 000)  foot l ayer of  c l o uds  and 
c l i mbed through at fi rst opportuni ty. The g r o u p  made two ( 2 )  th ree h u n d red s i xty ( 36 )  
d e g r e e  c l i mb i n g  t u r n s  to  t ry a n d  get  o v e r  the h i gh overcast but cou l d  not , so the group 
t urned b ac k. 

c. Ta rget was not reached so weather at the t arget coul d  n ot be observed . 

Ta rget : Torpedo works at F i ume , I t a ly  9 Janu ary 1944 

a .  t h e re was a f ront  a c r o s s  t he Ad ri at i c  runn i ng East-West , about one hundred 
( 100 ) mi l es. The South-West part of t h e  f r o n t  was a bo ut  at R i mi n i  on t h e  I t a l i a n West  
coast  a n d  the North-West part of  the front was a bout th i rty ( 30 )  mi l es North of f i ume. I t  
con s i sted of  a l to- stratus , w i th bottom at s i xteen  t h o u s a nd f i v e h und red  ( 1 6 500 ) feet to  
e i g hteen  t h o u s a nd  ( 1 8000 ) feet , not  more  than  f i fteen hundred ( 1500 ) to  three thousand 
( 3000}  feet thi ck. It was c l ear underneath , except a l ong the Adri at ic  coast of Y ugosl avi a ,  
wh ich  had a l ow st rato-cumu l u s  from the  mountai ns i n l and . 

b. Fonnat i on was forced to stay bel ow t h e  a l t o - s t rat u s ,  bomb i ng  f rom s i xtee n 
thousand ( 16000 ) feet. 

c. Low s o l i d  o vercast  ove r F i ume but on the run up to the I . P. for F i ume , Po l a 
was s een to be c l ear thru a l arge hol d i n  the c l ouds. A l eft turn of about one hundred and 
twenty ( 1 2 0 )  d eg re e s  was  made a n d  t h e  b omb run made on Pol a ,  ax i s about two hu ndred and 
seventy ( 27 0 )  deg rees. 
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1 5th  A I R  FORCE SH I FTED FROM NORTH AFR I CA 

ATTACK ON BULGAR IAN CAP I TAL I S  F I FTH I N  LESS THAN TWO MONTHS 

HEADQUARTE R S  U . S .  1 5 t h  A I R  FORCE , I ta l y ,  J an .  10 ( U . P . ) --Ameri can F l y i n g  Fortresses 
bombed Sofi a today s i mu l taneou s ly  with the rel ease of  word t hat the s econd  l a r g e s t  U n i ted  
S t a t es a i r f o r c e - - t h e  1 5t h - - h a d  sh i fted from Afri ca to bases i n  I ta ly  at  l east 600 m i l es 
c l oser to  the enemy . 

Lt . G e n . N a t h a n  F .  Twi n i n g  s e n t  a powerfu l  fl eet of  h i s  1 5t h  ai r force to s t r i k e  a 
heavy b l ow at the  Bu l gari an cap i ta l  and a l so at the mora l e  o f  Ge rmany ' s  wa r  j i t t e ry s at ­
el l i tes i n  t h e  Ba l kans . 

T h e  bombardment o f  Sof i a  was t h e  f i fth  i n  l e s s  t h a n  two months . At the  Bu l gari an 
capi ta l  rai l roads converge from Yugos l avi a ,  Ruman i a  a n d  G r e ec e .  T he  c i ty i s  t h e  h ub o f  
German commun i cati ons throughout the Ba l k ans . 

BLAST RAIL YARDS 
The fi rst heavy bomber ra id  on Sof i a  was o n  Nov .  24 , when  L i b e rator  bombers  h i t  i t 

h a rd . Th e l as t  was on Dec . 20 , when the  attack i ng f l eet of  L i berators and L i ghtn i ngs shot 
down ni ne Ge rman f i ghters a n d  l e ft t h e  c i ty ' s  r a i l road  ya rds a mass  o f  f l ames a n d  e x ­
pl os i ons . 

F l y i n g  Fort resses  were operati ng f rom I tal i an bases seven days after the  f i rst eche l on 
crossed the Med i t erranea n .  However ,  other u n i t s  conti nued to operate from Afri can bas e s .  

The move o f  the 1 5th a i r  force a s  a body was accompl i shed wi t hout mi s s i ng  a s i ngl e day 
of operat i ons agai nst the Germans i n  I t al y ,  i t  n ow can be reveal e d .  

ENGI NEERS MOVE I N  
I t  was one o f  the most hi gh ly  coordi nated mi l i t a ry t ra n s i t i o n s  c a r r i ed out  i n  t h i s 

t heat e r .  T he  f i r s t  step  was c o n st ruct i o n of new heavy bomber bases i n  I ta l y where none 
ex i sted before .  

Ame r i c a n  and B r i t i sh  engi neers moved i n  beh i nd the advanc i ng ground forces dur i ng the 
ea r ly  days of the  Ital i a n  campai gn and began bu i l di ng ai r f i e l ds under the threat of German 
art i l l ery . For many days  they worked n i ght and day wi th i n sound of the front l i ne guns . 

Freel and 
99t h  Bomb Group wound up  at Foggi a 

Ta rget : C i ty of  Sofi a ,  Bu l gari a lOJanuary 1 944 

a .  C l ea r  f rom I t a ly  to coast of  Yugos l avi a .  Sol i d  overcast from coast of  Yugo­
s l av i a  al most ha l f way to Bu l gari a .  Overcast at approxi mate ly ten th o u s a n d  ( 1 000 0 )  feet . 
There was fog i n  the val l eys  over Yugos l a v i a  and i n  the Western part of Bu l gari a o 

c .  The I . P .  S l i vn i tsa , Bul gari a was c l ear from twenty one thou sand ( 2 1000 ) feet 
down b u t  was p a rt l y  overcast . Ci rro-cumu l us c l ouds were encou ntered between the r :P .  and 
th e �arget . The bomb run was made o n  i n s t rume nt s as th e g r o u n d  cou l d o n l y  be seen  by 
l o o� r n g a l most st ra i g ht down . H a z e  o b s c u red  v i s i on o f  the target to the extent , i t  i s  
be l i eved , that a smoke sc reen was bei ng  put u p  over the target . 

Target : Ha l on Busi n Pi reaus , Greece 12  January 1 944 
a .  O v e r c a s t  e a st  o f  base at s even thousand ( 7000) feet as Grou p formed . Over­

cast was broken near B r i n d i s i , became t h i n  ove rcast at about e l e v e n  t h o u s and  ( 1 0 0 0 )  feet 
b a s e  n e a r  h e l l of I t a l y .  Became broken short di stance off coast i n c reas i ng to undercast 
off coast of  Greece , encounte red overcast agai n at n i neteen  t h o u s a nd  ( 1 900 0 )  f e et about 
seventy f ive ( 7 5 )  mi l es f rom I . P .  

b .  S l i g ht  a l t e r at i on o f  c o u rse  a t  va r i o u s  p o i n t s  to m i s s  l oca l i zed weather , 
l evel ed out on occasi ons dur i ng  c l imb to avoid  c l oud s .  

c .  I . P .  c ove red  necess i tat i ng shorter bomb ru n .  Two ( 2 )  d i stant c l o ud l ayers , 
one ni neteen thousand ( 19000) feet to twenty two thousand ( 2 2000 ) feet , o n e  f r om s i xteen  
t h o u sand  ( 1 6000 ) feet t o  seventeen thousand fi ve hundred ( 17500 )  feet made proper  cover by 
escort very d i ff i cu l t - -v i s i b i l i ty between cl oud l ayers poo r .  Th i s  c l oud cond i t i o n  e x i s ted 
from ta rget out to coast of Greece . 



Target : Rome Gu i dani a A/D - l5 -
1 3  January 1 944 

a. Low cl ouds enroute to Napl es , c l oud cover off shore fi fty ( 50 )  mi l e s , tops at 
ei ght thousand ( 8000 ) to n i ne thousand ( 9000) feet , wi th b ro ken  o v e r c a s t ,  b a s e  at twenty 
two thousand ( 22000 ) feet South-West from Rome. Overcast d i s s i pated seventy ( 70 )  mi l es off 
coas t of Rome , e n c o u nt e red o v e r c a s t  n e a r  t a rge t , b a s e  of o v e rc a s t  a bout  twenty f i v e 
thousand ( 25000 ) feet. Moderate haze over ent i re t a rget area. 

b. Eva s i ve acti on cons i sted of  s l i ght  tu rns and ra p i d  des cent  i n  a l t i t u d e  o f f  
t a rget. 

c. Ta rget a rea covered w i th haze but had no effects on the  bomb run. 

Target : Mostar  A/d Yugos l av i a  1 4  Janua ry 1944 
a. Weat h e r  en route  CAVU except  for  pat c h es of  l ow overcast a long  Yugos l a v i an 

coast at about f i ve thousand ( 5000 ) feet. A l s o  few scattered l ow s cud. 

b. CAVU , no eva s i v e  tacti cs. 

c. CAVU , ,weather had no effects on the bomb run. 

SPECIAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
M I SS I O N :  2 Apri l , 1 944 - Steyr ,  Austr i a 

I. ENEMY RESI STANCE 

A. F i g h t e r s : T h i rty- s e v e n  A /C  o f  t h e  99 t h  Bomb G ro u p  ( B - 1 7 ) e n c o u n te red st i ff 
fi ghter oppo s i t i on 2 Apri l 1944 enroute to bomb the bal l bea r i ng p l ant at  Stey r ,  Au s t r i a. 
At l e a s t 1 00  E / A  we re  o b s erved  and approx imate ly  50 were encountered at vari ous  t i mes to 
and from the target. The E/A were fi rst observed at 1 1 40 h o u rs at 45 deg. 30 mi n. N 1 5  
deg. 00 m i n. E a n d  t h i s  f i rs t group attacked from the rear and l ow. E/A i nc l uded J u88s , 
MEl lOs , ME210s , FW190s , ME109s , at l east one FW189 a nd  o ne  c r ew report ed e i g h t  4 e n g i n e  
E/A. Because of the fact that on ly  one crew reported the  four eng i ne E/A there may be some 
doubt as to accu racy o f  the observat i on ,  a l though the c rew i s  experi enced  and  u s u a l l y  re­
l i a b l e. C rews  were ques t i oned at l ength on the report ed four eng i ne  A/C , but i nformat ion  
genera l l y  was unsat i sfactory. T hey reported tha t t h e  E /A f i red c a n n o n  from " u n d e r  th e  
f u s e l a g e , "  b u t  t h e  f l a s hes  were sma l l a n d  about l i ke a 20 mm. They observed n o  bursts ,  
a l though they i ns i s ted the four engi ne A/C came w ith i n 500 yards from the rear. T hey were  
i n  a company front , but the  report i ng crew was unab l e to  say what became of  them a fter the 
one attack because they we re attacked by several  S/E f i g ht e r s  and l o st t ra c k  of t h e  f o u r  
eng i ne A/C. O n  t he ret u rn fl i g ht one ME202 attacked near Fi ume. 

C rews bel i eve the f i ghters came from t he  U d i ne  a n d  K l a g e n f u rt a re a s. T h e  at t a c k s  
ended at 1 25 0  h o u rs. For t h e  f i rs t t i me th i s  group was attacked by rocket-fi r i ng J U88s 
from headon. The 88s fi red a rocket barrage at the noses range of our gu ns , they broke off 
to t h e  l e ft and r i g h t  i n  a d i v i n g t u r n. A f te r  t h i s  f r on t a l  r o c k et b a r r a g e , S / E  E/A 
attacked from t he rear. Many S/[ E/As made d i v i n g a t t a c k s  o u t  of t he  s u n. Some r oc ke t 

a t t a c k s were  made f rom 3 a nd 9 o ' c l o c k  and  s ome from 5 t o 7 o ' c l ock. One ou tstand i ng 
feature of  the batt l e  was the very not i ceabl e i n c re a s e  i n  E /As c a r ry i ng  r o c k e t s. I t  i s  
evi dent that the enemy i s  i nstal l i ng more rocket fi r i ng  dev i ces and the twi n eng i ne A/C are 
carry i ng four rocket s ,  two under each wi ng. The FW190s and t h e  M E 1 09s  a l so c a r r i ed f o u r  
r o c k e t s  e a c h  and  a f ter f i ri ng came i n  for the attack. Many of  the p i l ots appea red experi ­
enced and several of  the attacks by S/E f i ghters were aggres s i ve. Most attacks occu rred at 
2 3 , uOO feet a l t i t u d e . The fi ghter escort of P - 38s was p i c ked up  at 1014 hours at 44 deg . 
4 3  mi n .  N l S  d eg . 24 mi n E. a n d  l e ft a b o u t  f i ve m i n u t e s  a fter  bombs were away o r  1 2 20 
h o u r s. The F - 4 7  e s cort cou l d  not be seen , but some crews reported seei ng top  cover vapor 
trai l s  and h ea r i n<:J the P-47s on the rad i o  over t a rg et. A m i n u te b efore bombs away f i v e 
ME l l O s  f i red r o c k e t s f rom n i n e o ' c l ock l evel. The bursts were about 800 feet s ho rt. but 
ac curate as to  a l t i t ude . Many s i n g l e  fi ghters attacked from 10 to 1 2  o ' c l o ck h i gh i n  trai l 
w h i l e  ot h e r s  att a c k ed i n  p a i rs. One  crew  repor t ed s ome ME 109s  were s i l ver wi t h b l ack 
crosses and one ME 210 was pai nted �rey wi th a green s t r i pe around the fusel age. Dur i ng the  
b a tt l e ,  g u n ne r s  o f  t h i s  group c 1 a i m  they destroyed f o u r  ME 109s , s i x  MEl lOs , o ne  ME210 and 
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one FW190. Two J U88s we re cl a imed as probably dest royed and one MEl l O  a s  damaged.  These  
c l a i ms h a v e  not  been  computed and these f i g u res may be too  h i gh after a careful ana lys i s .  
Thi s group l ost two B-27s over the target and one after l eav i ng the target . Crews were not 
a b l e t o  d e t e rm i ne whet h e r  f l a k , r o c k e t s  or f i ghters were res pons i b l e ,  a l though fi ghters 
were observed attacki ng two of  them after they appeared to have been cri ppl ed . Ten  c h u t e s  
were o b s e r v e d  o u t  o f  one A/C , none of  the second and the th i rd A/C was l ast observed over 
enemy terri tory with two engi nes feathered and l os i ng a l t i tude rap i d l y .  F i ghter escort was 
excel l ent and accounted for any fi ghters . 

B .  F l a k :  Mod e r at e , heavy , accurate fl ak was experi enced over the target . T h i s  was 
barrage and t racki ng  typ e .  Twenty-e ight A/C were damaged s l i ghtly by fl a k ,  and one was h i t  
by r oc ket s  w i t h  s e r i o u s  damage  r e s u l t i n g . One crew reported seei ng sma l l " d i s c s "  about 
four i nches i n  d i ameter exp l od i n g  at a l t i tude w ith  wh i t e  smoke . They cou l d  g i ve no further 
i nformat i o n .  

Ove r . Steyr t h i s  g ro u p  e x p e r i e nced  moderate  t o  i ntense , accurate ,  heavy fl a k  of  the 
track i ng type wh i ch ho l ed 28 A/C. Batter i es appeared to comp l ete ly  co v e r  t he  c i ty o n  a l l  
s i d e s .  

T h e s e  d i s c s  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  o f  a p i n k i s h  col o r  a n d  they covered an  area of  some 300 
yard s . S i x  patches of these were observed . 

E n r o u t e , t h i s  g r o u p  experi enced some fl a k  from the  areas ; th i s  was s l i gh t ,  l i ght and 
i naccurate and the batteri es  a ppeared l ocated south and southeast of  the harbor area . 

I I. S IGN I F I CANT OBSERVAT I ON 

A .  C ommu n i cat i o n s : 1 100 hrs . Calj o ( 45° 15 ' N - 1 5 ° 00 ' E )  23 ,000 ' ,  200 RR cars i n  
yard . 
1145 hrs . at 47 ° 1 2 '  S - 14° 44 '  E ,  .10 AC i n  one A/D w i th  eng i nes runn i ng. 
1215 hrs . 46° 08 ' N - 15 ° 20 ' E ,  12 A/C. 
1045  h rs . 4 7 ° 08 ' N - 1 5 ° 1 0 '  S ( radi o )  3 AC on east end , on south s i d e  l a rge hangar and 
wi ngs. 

I I I  • CONCLUSIONS 

A. Total Losses : 
From f i ghters 3 
From fl ak O 
Other reasons  O 

B .  Damage : 
F rom f i ghters 
F rom fl ak 
Other reasons  

2 
28 (m i nor  damage 
0 

C. V i ctor i es : ( Cl a i m  shoots bei ng submi tted ) 
Destroyed : 6 ME109 , 8 MEl lO , 1 ME210 , 1 FWlOO 
P robabl y dest royed : 1 ME109 , 2 J U88 
Damaged : 0 

D .  Correct i on son prev i ou s  Mi s s i on Reports : None . 

Vernon E .  Fai rban k s  
Maj o r ,  Ai r Corps , 
S- 2 ,  99t h  Bomb Gp. 
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SECRET 

HEADQUARTERS F I FTEENTH AIR FORCE 
APO 520 U. S .  ARMY 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 

1. Anderson , R i chard P . ,  2d Lt. , 0 -82069 6 ,  347th  Bomb Sq. , 99t h  Bomb Grou p .  1. 
1 .  

1 .  

1 .  

Born : 28 August 1 9 16 E n l i sted : 1 1  October 1941 
Home Addres s :  Badger , S .  Dak. 
Occupat i on :  Farmer 
M I A :  23 August 1944 
M i s s i ons : Twenty-ei ght 

RTD : 29 August 1 944 
Duty on A/C :  Copi l ot 

Domangue , Norr i s  J. J r. ,  2d Lt • •  0 - 7 19900 , 347th  Bomb Sq. , 99t h  Bomb Grou p .  
Born : 1 9  J u l y  1923 En l i sted : 1 1  November 1942 
Home Addres s :  1534 N. P a rkway , Memph i s ,  Tenn . 
Occupat i o n :  �tudent 
M IA :  23 August 1944 
M i s s i on : Twenty-t h ree 

RTD : 29 August 1944 
Duty on A/C :  Navi gat or 

Parri s h ,  J ames M. , 1 st  Lt. , 0 - 7 52897 , 347th  Bomb Sq. , 99th Bomb Group. 
Born : 3 J u l y  1921 E n l i sted : 14  August 1942 
Home Addres s :  Honey Grove , Texas 
Occupat i on :  C i v i l  Engi neer 
M I A :  23 August 1 944 
M i s s i on : Fo rty-ei ght  

RTD : 29  Augu st 1944 
Duty on A/C :  Bombard i er 

R i ce ,  John H. , T/Sgt. , 
Born : 1 3  Apri 1 1920 
Home Addres s :  2 1  S .  
Occupat i on :  Col l ege  
M IA :  23 August 1944 
M i s s i on s : F orty-s i x  

3946167 5 ,  347t h  bomb Sq . ,  99th  Group. 
E n l i sted : 5 February 1943 

F rank l i n  St reet , Wenatche e ,  Washi ngton 
s tudent 

Horn i k ,  Wi l l i am J. , T/ Sgt. , 
Born : 1 5  February 1 9 1 9  
Home Addres s :  2256 W. 19th  
Occupat i on :  Machi n i st 

M I A :  23 August 1944 
M i s s i ons : Forty-ei ght 

RTD : 29 August 1 944 
Duty on A/C :  Radi o operator 

35528556 , 347t h bomb Sq. , 99th  Bomb Group . 
E n l i sted 5 J anuary 1943 

St reet , C l evel and , Oh i o  

RTD : 29 August 1 944 
Duty on A/C :  Top turret gunner 

1. Canty , Anthony T . ,  S/ Sgt. , 1 7072132 , 347th  Bomb Sq. , 99th  Bomb G roup. 

1 .  

1 .  

Born : 3 February 1920  En l i sted : 1 J u l y  1942 
Home Addres s : 6325 A Easton Ave . •  St . Lou i s ,  MO 
Occupat i on :  Const ruct i on worker 
M I A :  23 August 1944 
M i s s i ons : Forty-two 

RTD : 29 August 1944 
Duty on A/C :  Wai st gunner 

Wi l l i amson , Wi l l i am N . ,  S/Sgt . ,  1807 599 1 ,  347th Bomb Sq . •  99th Bomb Group. 
Bo r n :  20 August 1920 En l i sted : 15 May 1942 
Home Addres s :  4015 Hanover Street , Dal l as ,  Texas 
Occupat i on :  Ai rcraft worker 
M I A :  23 Aug ust 1944 
M i s s i on s : Forty-two 
Engl i s h .  Franc i s H . ,  39534821 , Sgt . ,  347t h  Bomb 
Born : 5 November 1 9 17 

RTD : 29 August 1 944 
Dutv on A/C :  Ta i l  qunner 

Sq. , 99t h  Bomb Group. 

Home Addre s s : 340 I s l and H iway , RFD # 1 . V i ctori a 
E n l i sted : 1 1  September 1942 

B . C . ,  Canada 
Occupat i on : Pr i nter 
M IA :  23 August 1�44 
M i s s i on : Twenty- n i ne 

RTD : 29 A�gust 1 944 
Duty on A/C : Photog rapher 

2 .  Never i n  enemy hand s . 
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3 .  O n  a m i s s i o n t o  V i enna on 23 August 1944 , B - 1 7G  was h i t  by f l a k  over t a rget . Numbers 
one and three eng i nes and oxygen system were knocked out but the pl ane was he l d u n d e r  c o n ­
t r o l  f o r  one  h ou r .  A t  1356the crew b a i l ed out from 12 ,000 feet between Oub i ca a n d  Koza ra. 
( 6 0  m i l es South of Zagreb ). 

W i t h i n 4 h o u rs P a rt i s a n s  h a d  co l l e c t ed a l l  crew members and they were t a ken to Part i san  
Headquarters i n  the  h i l l s .  They s t ayed  t h e r e  2 d ay s . On  2 5  Augu s t  1944  t h ey l e f t  for 
another Part i s an camp t rave l i ng N . E . for  one n i ght . On 26 August  they l e ft for Sansk i  ost 
trave l i ng 17 hours i n  a S .W .  d i rect i on arr i v i ng 27 Augu st  1944 . They rema i ned t h e re u n t i l  
they were evacu ated on the n i ght  of 28 August 1944 to Bari  A/0 . 

Helpers_ 

Sauro Strugar ( Pa rt i s an) 
Bi e l i ab i an ( Part i san) 
S umonjo ( Pa rt i s an) 
Maj o r  Fl i nt ( ? )  ( B r i t i s h  

Date 

SECRET 
APPEND I X  B 

23 August  1944 
23-25 August 1944 
23-25 August 1944 

M i s s i on )  

SECRET 
APPEND I X  C 

1 .  Germans at  B i hac ( Cont rol poi nt) 
2 .  Ustaci  has fou r ( 4 )  ot her  crew members. 

SECRET 
APPEND I X  E 

G . D .  McWi l l i ams  
2d  Lt. , Ai r Corps 
I nterrogator 

A i d  

Gu i de 

Med i ca l  

1 .  Used maps , compa s s es , mal ted mi l k  t a b l ets. C andy no good , no matches i n  some k i t s .  

ESCAPE STATEMENT 

Sgt . Gus  T .  Brown J r . , 181546 1 2 , 99t h  Bomb Group , 347 Bomb Squadron . 

1. Personal  Hi story : 
Duty : Wai s t  Gunner 
Age : 20 
M i s s i ons : 9 
Returned to duty : 29 May , 1 944 

2. M i s s i o n of 24 January ,  1944 to Sofi a .  Target a rea obscu red by cl oud. S h i p t urned and 
headed for a l ternate ta rget N i s .  Ran  i nto s evere storm , gasol i ne s upp l y  e x h a u sted , v i s i ­
b i l i ty was n i l ,  so crew bai l ed ou t .  Al l c rew ba i l ed out . Landed a rea south of Un i ce .  

3. Never i n  enemy hand s .  

4 .  B rown on l y  h a d  k i t  w i t h  M a a l ox tab l ets , compass , etc .  i n  i t .  Other crew members  wi t h  
h i :n had ol d type k i ts w ith  $ 15  and gol d p i ece . E s c ape  m a p s  u s e f u l . Wi th  a s s i s t ance  o f  
Amer i ca n  mi s s i on amber money was exch anged for l oca l  cu rrency and was useful  i n  purchase of 
c i y a rettes , sma l l  to i l et a rt i c l e s ,  etc .  B r i efi ng of offi cers i n  crew h a d  emph a s i zed  P a r ­
t i s a n  i n f l uence i n  Yugos l av i a  t o  extent that p i l ot i n  B rown ' s  crew d rew a star  i n  t h e  s now 
when h e  met the fi rst nat i ve .  S i nce  the  crew was i n  Chet n i k  t e r r i tory t h i s  was a d a ngerot · 
t h i n g  to h a v e  do n e .  E n l i s t ed men  o f  t h e  c rew h a d  not been br i efed on conduct i n  YugL 
s l av i a .  

I nterrogator 
R .  BLYTH I N  
2nd Lt . Cav . 
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APPEND I X  A 
L a n ded  i n  Z l a t a bo r  area south of Un,-ce�� Made contact with  Chetn i k s  on n i ght o f  ba i l  

out . Ent i re c rew made contact w ith  each other on s econd  d ay a f t e r  ba i l  ou t .  C ontacted  
C a pt a i n M i l om i r K o l amev i c ,  o f  K r a l j e v o , a C h et n i k offi cer who gu i ded g roup most of t he  
d 1 stdnce to �tte r 1 c a n  o F f 1 c e r  ( Ma reo ) a b o u t  1 00  k 1 1 cme t e r s  5 o u t h  o r  p o 1 n t  o f  l a n d i n g .  
T r a v e l ed N E  d i rect i on avoi d i ng Caca k ,  crossed D i c i na  r i ver  a t  ni ght and rai l road and h i g h ­
way para l l e l i ng r i ver--narrowl y avoi ded Ge rman patr61 o n  h i ghway . I n  sma l l v i l l age met man 
who c l a i med to be an Ameri can doctor former ly  resi dent of 8el grade--Peter Uuvanovi ch ( s i c ) ,  
t h i s  man and h i s  w ife  were evacuated wi th the f lye r .  Met Captai n Maja V .  Batu i c e v i c  form­
e r l y  of B e l g ra d e , now ch i ef  of staff of Chetn i k  corps i n  area--was very fri endly to Amer­
i can f lyers . Chetni k s  were hel pful and fr i endly to c rew. G u a rded  a i r s t r i p d u r i ng  e v ac ­
uat i on . 

From a standpoi nt of secu r i ty t here i s  no obj ect i on that t h i s  man be retu rned to  oper­
ati ons i n  th i s  theat r e .  

APPEND I X  B 
S aw  few e v i dence of Chet n i ks f i ght i ng  Germans. D i d see Chet n i k t roops mov i ng i n  d i r­

ect i on of D i ci na R i ver to fi ght ( accord i ng t o  Chetn i k s) the  Part i s ans. B rown had  a t h i rty 
or forty mi nute ta l k w ith  M i h a l ov i ch .  Expres sed h i s  thanks  for k i nd t reatment at the hands 
of the Chet n i ks . M i h a l ov i ch stated he l i ked the Ameri cans and wou l d  l i k e to meet a l l  t h e  
Ame r i c a n  f l y e r s  i n  t h e  a rea  a n d  t h a t  h e  wou l d  l i ke  t o  v i s i t  Ame r i ca n  after t h e  war. No 
pol i t i cal  or mi l i ta ry conversati on. 

9 9th  Bombardment Group ( H) AAF November ,  1943 

SPEC IAL ACCOUNT 

Escape of T/Sgt . T i tus , K .E .  

On  Nov . 1 3 ,  1 943 , a ghost wal ked i nto the  346t h  squadron a re a .  The tt ghost tt was T/Sgt . 
Kenneth E .  T i t u s , a 23 year o l d  gunner from Hun t i n g t o n  P a r k , C a l . ,  who  h a d  been  m i s s i n g  
s i nce J ul y  22 . 

Not much the  worse for wea r ,  Ti t u s  had a remarkabl e story to tel l .  I t  a l l happened on 
the m i ss i on to the Fogg i a  marsha l l i n g  yards when a l on e  ME 1 0 9  a ttac ked  h i s  s h i p  a n d  s e t  
t h e  r i ght w i n g  af i re .  Buckl i n g  o n  h i s  parach ute , t h e  gunner was bl own o u t  o f  t h e  a i rp l ane , 
e i t her by a te r r i f i c e x p l o s i on o r  t h e  b re a k i n g u p  o f  t h e  s h i p .  He  d es ce nded  s a fe l y ,  
a l t h o u g h  h e  h a d n ' t  h a d  t i me t o  b uc k l e  t h e  l eg straps of h i s  chut e ,  and the  chest straps 
wore a l l t he  s k i n a l l  the s k i n  and h a i r off u n d e r  h i s  a rms . He l a n d e d  a bo u t  s i x  m i l es 
south of Foggi a ,  and then h i s  advent u res  began . 

T i t u s  h i d  i n  a gu l l ey wh i l e  I ta l i an s ol d i ers , enraged because t h ey coul dn ' t  fi nd h i m ,  
f i red mach i ne guns  through the bushes and s e t  fi res among them . After about s i x  h o u rs t h e  
gunner started t o  wa l k  t o  Fogg i a .  C i v i l i ans  approached h i m  w ith  ol d guns and rusty k n i v e s ,  
and some s p i t  o n  h i m .  H e  was put i n  a basement i n  Fogg i a  a nd  d e n i e d  food u nt i l  h e  l i ed 
t hat  h e  was  a n  Ame r i c a n  o f f i ce r .  T i t u s  t h e n  was h e l d  i n  one pr i s on camp a fter  another 
under t ry i ng  c i rcumstances unt i l  on September 16 he and about 1 300 pr i soners were l oaded on 
a tra i n to start for Germany . 

T i t u s  was  r i d i n g  i n  a s t e e l  f r e i ght ca r ,  and w i th a th ree i nch hack saw b l ade gi ven 
h im  by an I t a l i an sol d i e r  he set to work on an ai r vent i n  the fl oo r .  A l i eutenant  h e l ped 
h i m  w i t h  a ca n o p e n e r .  A f t e r  1 8  h o u rs  work  t h ey had  t h e  h o l e l a rge  e nough to escape 
throu g h .  When the t r a i n  stopped at Verona i n  the dead of the n i ght the two s l i pped t hrough 
t h e  h o l e  a n d  l ay on t h e  t r a c k s  u n t i l  t h e  t r a i n  rumbl ed off over them .  They s l ept i n  a 
haystack and the  next mc �n i n g sepa rated to make the i r own way to freedom . 

T i t u s  s l e p t  i n  h ay s t acks , acqu i ri n g  pa i nful b i tes a l l  ove r h i s body , and begged food 
from I t a l i an farmers . He p i cked up some c i v i l i an cl oth i ng and a bi cyc l e  and he o f t e n  rode 
1own the coast by hang i n g  on the back of German trucks . At Pescara a german so l d i e r  with a 
l at t i re on h i s  b i cyc l e  made Ti tus exchange wi th h i m ,  but the gunner had the b i ke repai red 

and  co nt i n u ed  h i s  j o u rn ey . At a t own  n e a r  t h e  f r o n t  l i ne s , he was  ro unded w ith  1000 
I ta l i an c i v i l i ans  and sol d i e rs and fo rced  t o  wo r k  two d ays a n d  twJ n i g h t s  w i t hout  rest  
d i g g i n g  t re n c h e s  a n d  gun  p l acement s .  On the t h i rd day , a l l i ed p l a nes  bombed and  strafed 
the enemy pos i ti on and he escaped whi l e  t he  Germans  dashed for shel ter .  
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At E s t o n i a ,  1 5  m i l e s n o rt h  o f  the l i nes , T i t u s  found some bamboo pol e s  on the beach 

and fashi oned a raft . At n i ght he set out i nto t h e  Ad r i at i c .  Next mor n i n g  h e  was f i v e 
m i l e s o u t  and h eaded south . Then the raft sank. T itus  stayed afl oat i n  b i tte r  co l d  water 
al l that day and the next n i gh t ;  t hat n i ght he was i n  the m idd l e  whi l e  B r i t i sh d e s t toyers  
s h e l l e d the  m a i n l a n d  a n d  German  guns  rep l i ed .  But a prov i de nt i a l  t i de f i n a l l y  swept h im  
ashore south o f  the l i ne s .  The gunner sang  for  pure  j oy .  He  was p i c ked up by a n  e n g i n ee r  
outf i t , g i ven f i r st ai d and sent back home . 

TH I S  PAGE I S  UNCLASS I F I ED 

99th Bombardment Group ( H )  AAF November ,  1943 

SPECIAL ACCOUNT 
Escape of Lt . E l don H .  Dah l  

O n  N o v . 2 1 , 194 3 ,  another one  of  our  l o st men  returned . He  was 1 st Lt . E l don H .  Dahl 
fo  t h e  4 1 6th sq uadron , a 25  yea r o l d  pi l ot from Bozeman , Mont . ,  who h ad been m i s s i ng s i nce 
t h e  A u g u s t  2 5 th ra i d  on F o g g i a .  W i t h  h i s  wri-.st i n  a pl aster case and h i s  face somewhat 
battered , Dahl  tol d how h e  b a i l ed out  o f  a f l ami n g  F o r t r e s s ,  was b e aten  a n d  l a s h e d  by 
I t a l i a n c a p t o r s  when  h e  t r i ed t o  e s ca p e , b u t  l a t e r  wa l ked m o re than 100 m i l e s  th rough 
German i nfested count ry to the freedom of the Amer i can batt l e  l i ne s .  

D a h l  f l o a t ed t o  e a rth  a bo ut  4 5  m i l e s s o uth  o f  Foggi a and was sei zed i mmed i ate ly  by 
Ital i an mi l i t a ry pol i ce and c l apped i n  the j a i l of  the v i l l age of  S t .  Andres d i  Cons a .  That 
e ve n i n g  h e  s w i p ed a p i s t o l  wh i c h a g u ard  c a re l e s s l y  l eft l y i ng about and l a i d  p l ans to 
escape . When he saw h i s  c h a n ce  h e  s t u c k  the p i s t o l  i n  the  b a c k  of a l o n e  g u a rd , who 
p romptly screamed and brought the other guards runni ng . The chief of pol i ce and two guards 
beat h i m  w ith  thei r f i sts . Later the s ame even i n g  t h e  two g u a r d s  r e t u r n e d  a n d  beat  h i m  
aya i n .  And the next morn i ng the s ame two guards agai n gave h im  a beati ng , t h i s t ime wi th a 
heavy rope . But Dah l  surv i ved the b eat i n g s  a n d  went  t h ro u g h  s e ve r a l  more  j a i l s  before  
w i nd i n g up  i n  a q u a r a nt i n e  camp  north  o f  R ome. On Septembe r  1 1 , a fter  the  I ta l i a n 
armi s t i ce , D a h l  a nd  o t h e r  p r i s o n e rs were  a l l owed to  wa l k  o u t  o f  t h e  camp by t he  now 
fri endly Ita l i an sol d i ers . The p i l ot l i ved i n  the h i l l s  for a month , s l e ep i n g  i n  caves and 
beg g i n g  food from farmers . On October 12 he started  s o u t h  a l o n e , w i t ho ut  a c om p a s s  but  
with  a sma l l  res erve of  food . The batt l e l i nes were 100  mi l es away , a s  the  c row fl i es ,  and 
Dahl had h i l l s  and mountai ns i n  front of h i m .  B u t  he t ru d g ed  o n ,  s l e e p i n g i n  b a r n s  and  
hays t ac k s  and  beggi ng food . Once h e  went i nto t own and  s l ept i n  an  Ita l i a n home where two 
Germans  were s l eepi ng u pstai rs . A l i ttl e over a month l ater he was near t he l i ne s ,  on ly to 
run i nto seem i n g  d i saster .  

Dah l  was  sc ramb l i ng down a cl i ff when  two German sol d i ers  s p i ed h im  a nd f i red. He  had 
to su rrender .  Only one German had a gun , and he asked Dahl for a match . The p i l ot s aw h i s  
c h a n ce . A s  h e  h a nded  o v e r  t h e  matches , h e  knocked the gun out o f  the German ' s  hands and 
d i ved h eadfi rst i nto a deep ravi n e .  He b r o k e  h i s  w r i s t  a n d  l a cerated  h i s  f ace , b u t  h e  
scrambl ed u p  a nd ran to cover .  The Ge rmans fai l ed t o  f i nd h i m ,  a l t hough they pas sed wi t h i n  
a yard of h i s  h i d i ng pl ace . Hi s wri st  swol l en a n d  p a i n fu l , D a h l  s t r u g g l ed t he  l a s t  few 
m i l es a c r o s s  t h e  l i n e s . He was p i c k e d  up by a U . S .  e n g i n e e r  outfit and fed , cl othed , 
bathed , and g i ven med i cal t reatment . Then he came back home . 
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T H E  M I S S I O N  W I TH O UT  B O M B S  
or 

How the 99th Bomb Group i nvaded S i c i ly  
by J a c k  8 .  A b r a m s  

[Now, forty-one years l ater ,  members o f  the 99th Bomb Group 
H i storical Soc iety have d i scovered that the story of the pl anes of our 
group wh i ch took part in the S i c i l i an invas ion  i s  known to only a few. 
George Coen , the edi tor and founder of the Soc iety , stated that Group 
Headquarters d i d  not have any i nformation , and only the crews invol ved 
are aware of i t .  Therefore , George requested that those who took part 
i n  the m i s s ion write the i r  stories . Thi s  i s  my reco l l ection of that 
l ong ,  l ong n i ght.] 

The  mor n i n g  o f  J u l y  9 ,  1 9 4 3  C a p t a i n  H a r ry B u r r e l l ,  
F i r s t  P i l o t ,  Lt . O r l o D u k e r , c o - p i l o t ,  L t .  D u a n e  H a ns e n ,  
b omba r d i e r , a n d  I , t h e  n a v i g a to r ,  a s s em b l e d  w i t h  two o t h e r  

o u r  

crews  
i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t e n t . O u r  G r o u p  C omm a n de r ,  Co  1 F ay  U p t h e g ro v e , 
i n formed  u s  t h a t  we we re vo l u n t e e r s  f o r  a t o p  s e c r e t  m i s s i o n ,  
wh i c h m e a n t  t h a t  we co u l d  r e f u s e  t o  g o  s i nce  we were  n ot  b e i n g  
o rd e r e d  t o  d o  s o . N o t  o ne m a n  d e c l i n e d . T h i s  w a s  n o t  d u e  t o  
h e ro i s m  o n  my  p a r t  a s  m u c h  a s  c u r i o s i ty ,  s i n ce  t he  m i s s i o n  
i n v o l v ed  l ea d i n g i n  t roop  c a r r i e r  p l a ne s  t o  t h e  i n v a s i o n  d rop  
p o i n t  i n  S i c i l y  a n d  I fe l t  d rawn  t o  j o i n  my  former  a s s o c i a t e s  
i n  t h e  6 0 t h  a n d  6 4 t h  Troop  C a r r i e r  G ro u p s . 

We to o k  o ff i n  t he a ft e r n o o n  a n d  f l e w  to  a new l y b u l l ­
d o z e d  l a n d i n g  s t r i p  r. e a r  t h e  M e d i te r r a n e a n  c o a s t  b etween  
E nf i d a v i l l e  a n d  S u s a , s o u t h  of  T u n i s ,  w here  we  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
t h re e  wa i t i n g  B - 1 7 ' s .  The  o n l y  d i f fe r e n ce I co u l d  see  wa s t h a t  
t h e re we r e  s o me s t r a nge b l a c k  b o x e s  i n  t h e  r a d i o  room . T h e s e  
w e r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  j am e n emy r a d a r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  so  t h a t  t h ey  
c o u l d n o t  d e t e rm i n e h ow  many  p l a n e s  were  a p p ro a c h i n g ,  n o r  w h a t  
t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  m i g h t  be . 

I a m  n o t  s ure a b o u t  t h e  t i m e s  o f  t a k e off  a n d  l a n d i n g 
be c a u s e  t h e  p a ge fo r t h i s  m i s s i o n  o f  J u l y  9 a nd 1 0  i s  m i s s i n g 
from  my n a v i g a t o r ' s  l o g boo k ,  b u t  my F o r m  5 l i s t s  f i ve 
" m i s s i o n s "  o n  t h a t  n i g h t  a s  fo l l o w s : 

D a t e  
J u l y  9 

9 

9 

1 0  
1 0  

C 

N C  
C 
N C  
C 

N umber  o f  L a n d i ngs 
1 

1 

1 

T i me 
1 : 5 0 
2 : 4 5  
2 : 00 
2 :  1 5  
2 : 00 
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Th e  f i r s t  l a n d i n g ,  a f t e r  1 : 50  f l y i n g  t i me w a s  a t  t he  

new  l a nd i n g  s t r i p .  I d o n ' t  k now  why t he  n e xt  s e ve n  h o u r s  a re 
d i v i de d  i n t o  t h ree  p a rt s ,  s i n ce  i t  w a s  a l l o ne fl i g h t , w i t h  a 
l a n d i n g a t  a n o t h e r  s t r i p  n e a r  t he A fr i c a n  c o a s t . T h e  l a s t  two ­
h o u r  fl i g h t  wa s b a c k  t o  t h e  9 9 t h  Gro u p  b a s e .  

A s  w e  c l i mb e d  t o  7 00  feet  i t  w a s  s t i l l  l i g h t  a n d  a l t h o u g h  
w e  we re h e a d e d  d u e  e a st t o  M a l t a  I co u l d s e e  t h e  s u n s e t  i n  b a c k  
o f  u s .  I t  w a s  warm , t h e  a i r  smoo t h ,  a nd t h e  d ro ne o f  t h e  fo u r  
p owerfu l  e n g i n e s  c re a ted  a rel a x e d ,  p l e a s a n t  a m b i e n c e . I 
l oo ke d  d ow n  t o  m a r k  t h e  t i me o f  c ro s s i n g  t h e  A fr i c a n  c o a s t  a n d  
n o t i ce d  a no t he r  l a n d i n g s t r i p  w i t h  m a n y  C - 4 7 ' s  l i n e d  u p .  F o r  
s o m e  re a so n  I m a r ke d  a n  X o n  my c h a r t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t - f o r  wh i c h 
I wa s very  g r a t e f u l  l a te r. 

I t o o k  a r e a d i ng o n  t h e  wh i te c a p s  t h r o u g h  t he d r i ftme t e r  
a n d  c a l c u l a t e d  t ha t  t h e  w i n d  wa s q u i te d i ffe r e n t  t h a n  w h a t  we 
h a d  b ee n  t o l d  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I t  h a d  s wu ng a r o u n d  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  a n d  i nc r e a s e d  i n  v e l o c i ty .  Seve r a l  mo re  re a d i n g s  co n ­
f i rmed t h a t  t h e  v e l o c i ty was  s t i l l  i n c re a s i n g .  I t  e v e n t u a l l y  
re a c he d  f orty k n o t s .  I wo n d e r e d  i f  t h e  t r o o p  c a r r i e r  crews  
were  aware  of  the  c h a n ge. 

S o o n  we co u l d  see  t he I s l a n d  o f  L a m p e d u s a  c l o se o n  o u r  
r i g ht ,  t o o  c l o s e , i n  f a c t . After  re p l o t t i ng o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  I 
g a ve H a rry B u r r e l l a c orrected  cou r s e  t o  Ma l t a .  W h e n  my E TA 
i n d i c a t e d  we s h o u l d be  a t  t he  s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  M a l t a ,  i t  wa s 
f a r  o f f  o u r  l e ft w i ngt i p .  The  w i n d  w a s  s t i l l  i n c r e a s i n g .  

We t u r n e d  n ort h - no r t he a s t  a t  2 1 00 ( s h own  i n  p e n c i l  o n  
t he a t t a c h e d  co py  o f  t he  map ) .  f he  s ky wa s o ve r c a s t  a n d  d a r k  
b u t  we c o u l d  s e e  s t re t c he d  o u t  o n  t h e  o c e a n  t o  o u r  l e ft t h e  
l a r g e s t  i nv a s i o n  f l e et  i n  h i s t o ry - o v e r  3 , 0 0 0  s h i p s .  

Some h a d  b a r r a g e  b a l l o o n s  a t t a c h e d  by  c a b l e s  t o  t he i r  de c k s . 
Ve ry s h o rt l y  we were  to  get  a c l o s e r  l oo k  a t  some o f  t h e m .  
We  fl ew a s e r p e n t i n e co u r s e so  a s  t o  a r r i ve a t  t h e  I n i t i a l 
Po i n t  a t  2 1 3 5 ,  t he n  f l e w  to  a c o u r s e  p a r a l l e l to  t h e  C a p e  a n d  
two o r  t h r e e  m i l e s  from  i t  a t  2 1 50 . T h e  f i r s t  wave  o f  t r o o p  
c a r r i e r s  ( r e d  l i n e ) p a s s e d  w i t h i n  a f e w  m i l e s  o f  u s  a t  2 1 5 3 ,  
p r o c e e d e d  u p  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  t o  C a p e  M u r ra d i  P o r c o  a n d  
t u r n e d  b a c k  a t  2 2 1 0  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  M a l t a b y  2 2 4 7 .  A t  l e a s t  
t h a t ' s  w h a t  i s  d rawn  o n  t h e  m a p . 

W h a t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a t  t h i s  l a te  d a t e  i s  
why t he s e c o n d  w a v e  o f  c a r r i e r s  i s  s how n  a r r i v i n g  a t  a p o i n t 
e x a c t l y  t h r e e  m i l e s from t h e  f i r s t  w a v e , go i n g i n  t h e  o p po s i t e  
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d i re c t i o n  o n l y  o n e  m i n u t e  l a t e r  a t  2 2 48 . That  i s  a p o s s i b l e  
exp l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  s ome o f  t h e  twe nty -two C - 4 7 ' s  t h a t  
w e  h e a r d  a b o u t  1 a ter . T h e re  we re a l s o  r umor s  t h a t , b e c a u s e  
o f  t he r a d i ca l  w i n d  s h i ft ,  m a n y  wer e  o f f - co ur s e , f l e w  o ve r  t he 
i n va s i o n  fl e e t , a n d  were  s ho t  d own . O r , i f  they  r e l e a s e d  t h e  
g l i de r s  o n  t he i r  E TA fo r t h e  t a r get  a r e a , t hey c ou l d  h a v e  b ee n  
m a ny  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  i t  a n d  the  g l i de r s  l a nd e d  i n  t h e  s e a . 

T h e  s e c o n d  wa v e  c a r r i e d  p a r a t ro o p s .  We a s s ume d they 
fo l l owed  u s  to  C a p e  P a s s e r o , t h e n  t u r n e d  n o r t h w e s t  a n d  d r o p pe d  
t h e  t r o o p s  n e a r  Ge l a ,  c ro s s i ng t h e  c o a s t  a t  2 3 3 0 . We  cont i n u e d  
t o  f l y  i n  c i r c l e s  o f f  t h e  C a p e .  T h e  l a s t  t i me I m a r k e d  wa s 2 2 5 5 , 
t h e n  i t  b e c ame i mpo s s i b l e  to  m a r k  o u r  p o s i t i o n  e x a c t l y  bec a u s e  
we we re do d g i n� s e v e r a l  b a r r a g e  b a l l oo n s  w h i c h  h a d  s na p ped 
t he i r  c a b l e s  d u e  to  h i g h s e a s .  

F rom  t he f i r s t  t i me w e  a p p r o a c h e d  C a p e  P a s s e r o  i t  wa s 
a pp a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  s e c ret  b l a c k  b o x e s  we r e  e f fe c t i v e .  T h e  e nemy 
s e a r c h l i gh t s  were  s w i n g i n g w i l d l y  from  v e r t i c a l  to  ho r i z o n t a l  
a n d  b a c k ,  w a g g i n g t h e i r  f i n g e r s  o f  l i g h t  i n  s e e m i n g  f r u s t rat i o n � 
We co n t i n ue d  to fl y i n  c i rc l e s  o f f  t h e  C a p e  a n d  a t  s ome p o i nt  
l o s t  a n  e n g i ne . T h i s  d i d  n o t  i n terfere  w i t h  the  comp l e t i o n  o f  
o u r  m i s s i o n  s i n c e  we h a d  no  bomb l o a d. T h e  p r o b l em w a s  t h a t  
Ha rry c o u l d n ' t  fea t h e r  t h e  p r o pe l l e r ,  r e s u l t i n g i n  w i ndm i l l i n g 

a n d  c r eat i n g s o  m u c h  d r a g  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  c l i m b  h i g h e no u g h  
t o  g et  o v e r  t h e  At l a s  Mo u nt a i n s  to home ba s e . 

I to l d  H a r ry t h a t  I h a d  ma r ke d  t h e  t r o o p  c a r r i e r  l a n d i n g 
s t r i p  a n d  i f  t hey  were r e t ur n i n g  t h e re  i t  s ho u l d  be ma r k e d  w i t h  
fl a re po t s . W e  c o u l d l a n d  t h e r e  - i f  I co u l d  f i n d i t .  I wa s n ' t  
s u re wh ere  we were by t h e  t i me we s t o p p e d  c i rc l i n g .  I n o t i ce 
t h a t  I wro t e  o n  t h e  map  ma r g i n  11 2 3 4 5  i n s t e a d  o f  2 4 1 5 " .  I 
s up p o s e  t h a t  i s  when  we were to l d  to h e a d  b a c k  to b a s e . T h e  
g r e e n  l i n e  s how s  2 400 . 

H a r ry fl ew s t r a i gh t  a n d  l e v e l  wh i l e  I t o o k  my s e x t a n t  
a n d  c l i mbed  u p  i n to t he b u bb l e ,  k now i n g  a l l t o o  we l l  t h a t  I 
h a d  not  c o n s u l ted  the  h e a v e n l y  bo d i e s  f o r  o v e r  e i g ht  mo n t h s  
s i n c e  t h e  f l i g ht  from E ng l a n d  to  G i b r a l t a r , a n d  r e g ret t 1 n g  
e v e ry day  o f  i t .  T here  wa s not  a s t a r  t o  1:: e  s e e n .  I w a t c h e d  
a n d  wa i te d . We  a l l wa t ch e d  a n d  wa i te d . T i me d r a g ge d .  I t  
s e emed  h o pe l e s s ,  l oo k i n g a t  t h e  h e a vy o v e r ca s t . W e  s eemed  
s u s pe nd e d  i n  s p a ce , be i n g n owhere , go i n g n owhere . 

S u d d e n l y  the  c l o u d s  p a rted  a n d  I h a d  j u s t  e n o u g h  t i me 
to t a ke a r e a d i n g  o n  Po l ar i s  wh i c h  g a v e  u s  o u r  l at i tu d e , a n d  
a n o t h e r  s t a r  a t  r i g ht  a n g l e s  fo r l o n g i t u d e . T h e n  t h e  c l o u d s  



c l o s e d .  G i ve n  e n o u g h  t i me I wo u l d  h a ve  t a k e n  t h ree  f i xe s  a n d  
u s e d  t h e  a v e r a g e , bu t I w a s  g r a t e fu l f o r  e v e n  o ne .  I p l o t ted  
i t  o n  t h e  c h a rt , d rew  a l i ne to t h e  X n e a r  t he  c oa st  of  Af r i c a  
a n d  to l d H a r ry t h e  new co u r s e . 

T h e n  a no t h e r  l o n g  wa i t  b ega n . T i me f l i e s  w hen  you ' re 
h a v i ng fu n ,  a n d  t i me  s t o p s  w hen  you ' re s c a re d .  T h e  w a i t  seemed  
e n d l e s s . I t  w a s  a c t u a l l y a b o ut two h o u r s . T h e n  we s a w  a 
l i g ht  a n d  i t  be came a l i n e  o f  f l a re s .  

H a rry . 

On  t h e  i n tercom  I h e a r d ,  " P i l o t to  N a v i g ato r . 11 

" G o  a he a d , p i l o t , "  I a n swere d .  
" I s  t h i s  Afr i ca ?  Do yo u th i n k  we s h ou l d  l a n d ?" a s ke d  

" Do y o u  h a v e  a better  p l a ce ? "  I a s k e d . " I ' m s ure  i t ' s  
Afr i ca . "  

" I ' l l  g i ve them  a b u z z  a n d  s ee  w h at  h a p p e n s , "  s a i d  t h e  
p i l o t .  

We  fl ew l ow o v e r  t he s t r i p  a n d  a g r e e n  l i g h t  f l a s h e d ,  
c l e a r i n g  u s  t o  l a n d .  Goo d s o l i d  g r o u n d  n e v e r  wa s  more  a p p re ­
c i a te d .  T h e re I met many o f  t h e  crews  t h a t  I k n ew from t h e  
6 0t h  a n d  6 4 t h  Troop  Ca r r i e r  G ro u p s ,  a n d  we w a i t e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  n i g h t ,  swe a t i n g  o u t  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  crews  a n d  p l a ne s .  
Twe nty-two were m i s s i n g .  

N e x t  morn i ng t h e  p ro p e l l er w a s  f e a t h e r e d  by h a n d , a n d  
a s  w e  were  l ea v i n g o n e  o f  my fo rmer p i l ot s  s a i d  to  my crew , 
" Ta k e  good  c are  o f  J a c k . "  

I g r i n n ed  a b i t  p ro u d l y  a n d  v e ry g r a t e fu l l y ,  whe n o u r  
c rew  c h i e f  a n swere d , 

" Hey , h e  t a k e s  c a r e  o f  u s ! "  

[The January, 1985 i ssue of the 99th Bomb Group H i storical Society 
newsletter conta ins an art ic le  by P .  G .  Bul kely , a bombardier on one of 
the three p l anes .  He states that Swifty MacDonal d  was the p i l ot and the 
two navi gators were John Kotowski and "Smitty " ,  who may have been the 
Smitty transferred from the 60th Troop Carrier Group with me . 

An. earl ier i ssue of the newsl etter noted that Lt .  Col onel Thurman 
had been awarded a Di sti ngu ished Flying Cross for th i s  m iss ion ,  after the 
Group moved to Italy. Perhaps someone remembers who the other members of 
the crew were . 

The bl ack boxes must have been a new devel opment i n  radar-ja1T1T1ing 
which the Air  Corps wanted to keep from the enemy so that it could be used 
aga i n ,  poss ibly in the i nvasion of France the fol l owi ng June . ]  
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QUOT E S  

Some of our Oentle Readers in California report a duo of American 

- ·,thors who glorify in print and� in lectures the aristocratic kraut sys�e� �f :1 valry , while at the same t ime accusing the American Mustang pilots o e -

iDe rat ely trying t o  kill the enemy. 
d f thi Well ,  Gee whiz, let's have a look at t he his tori cal re cor o s 

chivalry as exemplified in "Nazi Interrogator" , by Raymond F • Toliver. 
t 

Get t his eook at your favorite second-hand s tore ; we do not wan 

to encourage this drivel . geo . 

We had our own stool pigeons too, and would occ as�onally m ake use 
of our own perr:ianent-party officers . They would change from their blue-grey 
Luftwaffe uniform to t he USAAF olive drab or t o  RAF dark blue as the ne cess­
ity arose. It wa s sometimes quite diffivult to recognize one 1 s own pal when 
he was all m ade up as an enemy POW, slightly wounded perhaps , with a bandaged 
arm or hand, not too well shaven, sullenly chewing gum. p . 277 

Last but not leas t is the r1ost despicable character of all,  the 
doQble agent , the double crosser who tries to work fro � both siden . 

p .  269 

Ah, well,  let t s  hear it from the finest double-agent o f  all time, 
Tricycle, als o  known as Dusko Popov,  who died last year. 

SPY/COUN'.rER•SPY Popov 1974 
11 

• • • is there one example in history of army marshals or generals 
revolting when victorious? When they are get t ing the applause , the glory, 
and the booty? Most of them love Hitler, and those •ho don't love him admire 
him. Don ' t  forget ,  they did the planning of this �ar and t hey are winning 
it for Hit 1 er. 11 p • 90 

\'Jhen I saw Johnny next in Lisbon, I bro ached the coup de etat ther.:e 
to hi:'.71 again . His response was a horse laugh. 

"Vfuy the hell should the Allies want t o  get rid of H itler? 
:-re I s \Vinning the war for t hem . The German Army high command is absolutel y 
frantic. They're dancing about in frustration.  I can tell you,  General Halder 
and many, r.1any others are fit t o  be t ied . Dusko, the German Ar·ny 1 s victories 
at the beginning of the w?..r ca·.ne about because the campaisns were planned by 
the profrs sional soldiers in the Generalst ab .  Then Hitler started putt ing 
his, grubby hands in strategy and look what happened . Firs t he delayed Operat ion 
Jaroaross a against Russ ia '.for nearly two months by his at tack ( on Yugosl avia) . 
It YlaS a gratuitous ca:npaign . l'here was no need to secure Yugos lavia, since 
there was no danger of a ma jor British operation up throagh Gree ce. The 2.nglish 
:rere too weak in April 194.l. And . they . were alone . If it weren't for t ttat 
:lel2y, Russia� ·,night have been crushed before winter set in . ·But even as ide fror.1 
that, Dusko , liitler Jade cardin al 1istakes in the f irst s tages  of the Russ ian 
canr:.:: aign . He overrode Halder A.nd the genel'.'13.1 staff and insisted on pushing too  
far so u.th ins tead o f  ta king :,1os cow a.'1d Leningrad. And then he made that fut ile 
sacrifice at Stalingrad all for the sake of what he co.nceives to be glory .  
Von Paulus had an ar:ny o f  about three hundred thousand r:ien t here . If'  it had 
been sent to re inforce the southern front , it could have neutralized the Russ ian 
counterattaclt. No, Hitler is the Allie s' best f�iend".  

"Is he really that bad a ;::1litary !:1an ;1 ! �sked ,  "or are the gAnAT>als 
trying to shift the blame? 11 

11 It doesn't require an expert in military strategy to answer that . 
\ psychologis t would be �ore qualified . T}.?.e m an is insane. Look at the l'un­
�s ian affair.  R ommel was begging for more t anks and reinforcements for months . 
He hardly got any at all , and then they came too late. But af ter t he Alliea 
invasion of North Africa amd t he loss of El Alamein, Hitler rushed o ver a 
quart�r  o f  a !7tillion German and Ital ian troops to 'runis ia- t o  hold a bridge­
head that wa! lost in advance . If he had listened to his generals , he would 
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have done that several months be fore . Rommel would have taken Cairo and prob­
ably controlled all North Africa. " 

1 1  Ii'. there is: so much. Ei1ss atis:t'aetiort, wouldn't this be the ::iornen t 
to act?." • • • • • • • •  

' 'Dusko , the r-eal1.ty of the situation is  sadder than you know. 
There i s  a so-calle d  res itance group, but it  is centered around retired or 
cashiered generals. I say so-called becau�ethey only join in after t hey are 
kicked out, and then all they do is sit around and talk. ·hey can ' t  agree on 
a program. Most or· them want a Kai ser back, but they can ' t get t ogether on 
which of the grands ons of William II should mount the throne or become Regent. 
They also disagree about the type of constitution they should propose. All 
that is bad enough, but iri a&i ition .. and this is what would makfP them totally 
unacceptable - the-y want to hold on t �  what 'Hitler has won. " p. 200 

He went on tu play the old Nazi  record. Germany wasthe sav iour of 
Europe and its civilizat ion. Germany was shieldjng the world against Russ ian 
comnru.nism. I almost  threw up my cpptured caviar , foie gras, a nd champagne, res training myself fro� asking about this saviour ' s  s lave laborers, co ncentr-ation camps, and mass executions. p. 224 

And now a word f'-rom his sponsor, John Masterman. 

TH E DOUBLB-CROSS SYSTE� Mas terman 

5 A ,  subtle danger and one which threatened to destroy all 
• .:i.ore ' h i ki  hi 

our plans, lay in the tendency of Abwehr off icials to de�ert t e- . s n ng s P • 

Shrewd observers amo�g the Germans decided early on whicn side victory would 

ultimately l ie and made the ir plans acc ordingly. Some, such as JUl!IOR, who 

was brought over to  us in November 1943 after earlier atter1pts to Join us, 
had a lways been anti-Nazi; others tried to  come f or purely selfish mot i�e s. 

At the beginning of 1944 this was excessively dangerous for us. If sucn an 

Abwehr agent changed sides and joined the British, he would quite cer tainly 
1 

tell us of all the German agents he 1rn.ew opera ting in England, and the s e  wou u 

be in fact our own controlled agents . Unfortunately the Germans would �ow that 

the tra itor could and would �ive away all this infornation, and oo r1:5equently 

the , woul<l expect the arres t _br GARBO, TRICYCLE, BRUTUS , TATE a nd tna r es�. 

If fhe agents continued to work as if nothing had happened 'I'ha·.; Germ.ans \Tould. 

th t they were under our control. In short, the Ger man turncoat, trying 
assume .. a i t p 219 
to  assist us,  would in fa�t destroy our ent re s ys em. • 

We · are sure that we dece ived the Gerr.t�ns and turned t he ir weapon 
against themselves; can we be quite sure that they vrere not e qually successful 
in turning our weapon agains t us ? Now our c:ouble -cross agents were the straight 
a gents of the Germa ns - their whole espiona ge system in the U . K. �na t did the 
Ger1.18ns gain fror:i this system? ·rhe answer cannot be doubtful .  rhey gai ne d  no 
good wha tever from their agents, and they did take fro m them a very great dea l  
of harm. I t  would be � a�reeable t o  be able  t o  accept the simple explanat ion, 
to s it back in the ar::1cha:i:r of cor:iplacency, to say tha t we were very c le ver 
and the Germa ns very stupid, • • But that argwnent just  won' t hold water at all  • 
• • • • • In one respect, however, and in one which is not immedia tel y obvious, 
we can a nd should clai,n a e;rea t a dva ntage. 

rhis, cur iously enough, (cur iously, because we a re  not dealing with 
stra ightforward nat ter s ) ,  was the per sona l  integrity of all officers and other 
persons concerned in the U. K. from the top to the bo tt om. Almost al ways when 
a real blunder wa s r.1ade by the Ger�:'lans it was traceable to the fact that the 
Abwehr official implicated was governed by personal cons iderations; he was 
making J1oney out of the agent or gaining prestige from him or e ven only r:iaking 
his post in some neutral haven secure. • • • p. 263 

And there you have it. The Germ�ns '  main wealal.ess proves t o  have 
b�n the venality of the individual Ger�R. 9tc 
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In the me ant ime a quite s imple answer to the Germa n radio-controlle d  
bo"'lbs had been found. If someone auoard the attacke d ship simply operated 
an electric razor as the bomb came in, it would i nfallibly avoid the ship 
and nlunge into t he water.  ·rhe Gerr.ians stoppe d using them . 

·m.E COktPACT HISTOR'{ OF THE UHI 'I'ED S TATES NAVY, Fletcher Prc..t t : ,  p .  288 

JEF1F1RIE$j THOMAS . .  H .  
HEJDUK, OSEPH A. 
ORWEIG, CUR'EIS 

T A PS 

• • •  �homas H .  Jeffries died in 
cancer in about 1977 ;  Joe He jduk died in an 
in his own airplane , in Casa G�ande, Ariz • •  
tis Orwe ig died of a heart �ttack.  

h;AY, ED',VARD P .  

From James R .  La Curan 
his home in Dovmey Calif . ,  of 
airplane acc ident while taking off 

He live d in Casagrande ;  and Cur­
James 

6 
I recre t t o  inform �rou that mv husbr-md, EdwArd p .  Mav ... , passed away April 2 ,  1983 as a result of a he nrt attack .  I,iary J . !·,Tay ,  619 'raylor, s terline; co 80751 
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