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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNEiR 

Here it is the end of January and George is insisting that I get this to him in a 
couple of days---Well I d:'i.d hold him up in .December so that I c;ould g:i. ve you the 
good news of the reduced airfares when flying to Seattle, WA in July for our reunion •. 
Just

a

f had just bought and had my tickets delivered on United's JO% reduction �hen 
lo ;-1,rid behold a1·1 a:ir, j ners {,�uL very generous and all reduced their fares another JO% 
r)elow the first reduction j_f you buy your tic:<:ets JO days in ad.va,nce. So you guessed 
it I irnediately changed my first tickets for a. further reduction. :;ow with these 
super reduced fares FIEASE GET YOUh TIC:KETS NOW--i.ET US ,;::;i;E:T IN :::.SATTi.1!, , :·Ii, lN JULY 
25-?3, 1985. We will be at the HYA'IT SEATTIB-call toll free (boo) 228-9000 and make 
your reservations, or send in the reservation form that was in the last newsletter. 

You may make your airline reservations by calling the Convention Desk of the 
airline you choose: 

UNITED AIRLINES, as official carrier, call toll free (800) 521-4041,f,.on-Fri 8:JO-AM-
8:00PM ,_-�ST-give special account number 54,6M. 

DELTA, call toll free (800) 241-6760-8:JOAM-8:00PM EST-give account No. :soo95. 
EASTEHN, call toll free (800) 327-1295 (Florida-�00-4J2-1217) identify NO. EZ7P2J. 

Your travel agent can also get tickets for you also-if fares are raised be sure to go 
to the convention desk for reservations. 

Joe Chance is working at long distance DLTrlOIT to SEATTIB t.o man:e detailed arrange­
ments. He says that everything will be ready when we arrive-just get there-and he 
will give more details latter. 

Alwyn Lloyd returned the photo:.'s I sent him and said "One of the pictures showed 
the tail markings for "BAD FENNY", an aircraft which is one of the subjects in a painting 
being done by a Boeing artist especially for the 50th Anniversary. The tail markings 
will add an interesting touch to the painting. Tha��s agai� for your assistance •••••• " 

There is a story and a history behind each name placed on our aircraft-we would like 
to get those stories and pass them along to you through the newsletters. By accident 
as I looked through the pictures that I sent Al Lloyd I found the interesting facts 
about the wayward airplane named "WEFT". PETE BROi'JlfEL reported, "This 3-17 was "STCLEN" 
from 99th in summer 1945. It had 4 new engines but was very unstable therefore unfit 
for combat. One of the pilots of the 99th BG, Sq unknown said at a certain time of the 
day-this B-17 would on the line at ?9th BG Foggia airfield with engines �Jnning. At 
precisely lJOO hrs. this A/C, on the line, with engines turning over was picked, up by 
a former pilot of the origional Cadre (99th BG) and flown to 15th AF HDQF!S, Bari, Italy. 
There it was stripped of turrets, armor etc. This B-17 was n3.rr,ed ":,rIT" During 
briefings as ident. A/C were flashed on a screen, Pilots and Crews were suppoEed to 
ident. the quick flash of the enemy A/C-As we all jodngly y;elled "Wrong Every F-- Time" 
1946 this 200 kt B-17 was scraped at Bari, Italy." Thanks Pete, you may have broken tee 
ice and encoura,c ed others to send in their stories. 
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In a note that I just received from Gen Uppie he stated that he did not want us 
to change the newsletter-he wants us to continue to"report the first hand story of the 
group adventur�s and stories before its too late, People are dying all the time and 
personal stories are the most interesting historically, I would hate to see the news­
letter shoved aside,,.,," General Uppie you really hit the nail on the head! We need 
those personal stories, please send them to us-we ,George, might even publish it, 
Hear from you soon? 

I also received a letter from Ben Franklin, Executive Director, of the 15th AF Assoc, 
He asks that we join, no he did:Q.t, he invites us to join the 15th .AF Assoc. We will 
include an application form on the next to last page for your use, I put my initials 
in the corner so that Ben will know it comes from us, Many of us are already members, 

Since my corner was so long last time George had to remove item from the letter. 
So I will stop now and give him extra space- So long for now- lli'l'' S Mi:;h:T. IN St.ATTLE ! 

Your friend ,41.Ji.,� ' Bernie 
7413 Vista Del Arroyo 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

87109 

NEWS, DUES & VIEWS 

just f�rnishet 99BG reuni0n n�tiees te 35 publieatieas. 
We have 

See you ia Seattle. gfe 

The 17th Bomb Gr0up informs us that 
the navigator ae lon,er dispenses flare-tubes 
target. That's progress??? 

in tae present-day Air Foroes 
full of frozen urine over tae 

Ope� Bo• Bey 

funds to 
the only 

cemrades if your address label reads 198� it is time t0 sen� some 

Walter. We will use the dues to tell the world that the 99th was 

non-drinking, Roa-womanizing eutfit in the service. geo. 

Do vou remember t he time, probably in July 19)�3, when the First 
Fi�hter Group failed to come up from Cape Bon to accompany the 99th o� a 
11tt1e triu to Focrcria? About.50 ··_-1_iles inside Italy we saw about 100 single­
enO'ined aircraft b�low us, keeping pace and climpbing. they sure were wel­
co�e, at least until they ';1sd cli·1bed to where we c�rnld see that the? were 
not the Pirst 1',ighter. When we saw the well-known olack crosses we \Jere not 

so enthusiastic. ,.::e could see the pilots' heads as they rode out there at 
1000 yards. The Germans' heads were about half as le.rge as �he bea� o�.- t�e 
front sight, so I took one ring of defl�ction ahead of ?ne p il �r an ai;e 
at his head for a burst or two. This di� n� t scatte['. tne f���k ion as 
had hoped and expected, so I finally decidea to save my ammunition for the 

main event. As it �appened I did not get many shots at eleven o'clock and 
had armo to spare but all our rear-firing guns :-iad lots of targets. I le!l! 
a ... ew ·;�u.L.1.cired rou�ds to .3rq_dfute for the top turr et, aak ing the exchanc� wnile 

-were near Fogcria, but we were not attacked after the target• And now, 
we . o , • 

t? co:;1padres, is that how you rer:1enoe r 1 

EXPENSES Printine of Newsletter 
'ryping for Newsletter 
Miscellaneous and Research 
Postmaster, stamps 
File Cabinet 

·rota.l 

INCOME Dues and Dona ti�ns 
Bank balance, Jl Dec. 198� 

$ 2700.50 
1176.32 

907.24 
670.90 

, eo.oo 

5832,9:? 
1320. 74 
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FUSES 
The German and Italian shells were fused to burst at a predeter�1ined 

distance; hence one ··,1ight fly right through a line of 20m.11. or 30mm. shells 
bursting one after the other in a lovely artistic line. I'he Anerican fuses, 
some of them mede by my family at Arkansas Ordnence Plant, inste ad burst 
upon impa.ct. I'he German shells vrould sometil"'les prss through two le.:_rers of 
alumin1L� and burst on the far side of the Dlane, out the Anerican ant 3ritish 
shells would burst within the plane, es we found out when attacked by P-33s 
or Spitfires. 

Your editor has returned to the work force as a res ult of disgust­
ingly good health. I have engineering s upervision of a 240-aere luxury dev­
elopment right here in Albuquerque near our house. We expeet te construct 
two large hotels in time for the next Albuquerque reunion of the 99th. Thanks 
to all well-wishers. Ge0rge 

Hans-Heiri Stapfer 
Bergstrasse 35 

CH-8810 Horgen/ZH 

SWITZERLAND 

Dear George: 

Horgen, 3rd October 1984 

First, the latest Newsletter contains a lot of very use­
ful information about 99th Bomb Group. I really enjoy to 
read all the stories about the men who flew with this 
outstanding Group in North Africa and later in Italy. 

The reason I write to you is not SUGAR FOOT, or 99th Bomb 
Group planes in Switzerland. It is a mistery about a 
particular B-17, nicknamed SHADY LADY. 

A lot was written about her, but it is still unknow with 
which Bomb Group flew this aircraft missions. The Bundes­
archiv held a lot of pictures about this lady, but none 
will tell us something about the Unit of this plane. 

First, I belived that the plane belonged to the 486th or 
398th Bomb Group, since thes units used a two letter code 
on the fuselage. Only the "3" on the fuselage is fact, 
but it could be a O or an R, or another digit. 

Since any research with this two Bomb Groups was un­
successful, I belive that the plane belonged to the 
99th BG. It is a silver Boeing B-17 G. The 99th Bomb 
Group used also sometimes a two letter code on its 
planes. 

So I am very interested that you could publish my photo 
in one of the next Journals. I would be very glad to hear 
from anyone from the 99th BG concerning this olane. 

Sincerely, 
_,'/ ' 

/(W4 
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THE LAST MISSION 

Told by S/Sgt Marion D. Pratt 

As we approached Italy, the sky was becoming very cloudy. When we turned inland, the 
ground batteries opened fire on us, but we ignored them and flew on. Shortly after, a 
couple of German fighters appeared, but didn't cause much trouble. We fired a few rounds 
at them and they left. 

Soon we were flying through dense cloud formations. Whenever we found an opening in 
the clouds, we could see that we were flying ever mountains. 

It seemed that we flew for hours through the clouds. We saw no enemy planes. Then at 
12:15, just as the sky began to clear, a formation of enemy fighters appeared at our level, 
which was about 19,00 ft. We could tell that we were over the alps, because of the great 
height of the mountains. 

It wan't long after we sighted the enemy that we discovered that they meant business. 
They flew into position directly in front of our formation, and at 12:25, they made a 
head-on attack. 

We were flying on the extreme left of our formation, and the enemy singled our plane 
out to concentrate on. The first attack was made from three to five planes, one following 
the other and firing all the way. 

On the first attack, our ship was hit by many machine gun and cannon-shells. It must 
have caused a lot of damage to the front of the plane. 

A minute or two later, the next attack came, one was seen diving at us from above. 
This time we got everything, and the front, the waist, and the tail was riddled with 
bullets and cannon shells were bursting everywhere. 

Suddenly the plane gave a lurch and I was thrown to the floor. This may have saved my 
life, for just as I went down, a great many bullets went through the waist and into the 
tail. 

On this attack, I believe that most of the five men in the front of the plane were 
wounded or killed. I also think that our tail gunner was killed by the same burst. 

The pla�e was on fire, but I did not know it at the time. In the meantime we had also 
crossed the Swiss border and they were firing at us also. I found this out later from a 
Swiss officer. 

Just as I was trying to get on my feet again, the plane exploded. I can't say for 
sure whether it was the gasoline or the oxygen that exploded. 

With the explosion the plane nosed forward and started toward the earth at a 
tremendous speed. The plane was going down so fast that King and I were pinned to the top 
of the plan� in the waist. I was quite sure at that time that it was all over for us. 

Suddenly, what was left of the plane, or at least the part that King and I were in, 
leveled off a little, and we fell back to the floor. Everything was a turning and twisting 
dream. Equipment, ammunition, and everything was flying through the air. I was lying on 
the floor on my back, waiting for the plane to hit the ground at any second. 

My mind began to clear a little, and I started to wonder if I might have time to get 
out. Through a haze, I saw the waist window, with the gun off the mount. I summoned all 
my strength and rolled toward the window. I reached it and placing my foot at the edge of 
the window, I shoved myself clear and out into space. 

Just as I left the plane, something struck me. I don't know if it was a piece of 
flying wreckage or the tail, but it turned me over and over and then I was away and free. 

I grabbed for my ripcord and pulled it, but nothing happened, the chute did not open 
or even come out of the pack. 

I was wearing a chest chute and the pack was on my chest. I was falling toward the 
earth on my back with my feet slightly higher than my hand. 

When the chute failed to open, I started digging at a corner of the pack with my 
gloved fingers. A moment or two, but it seemed like ages, and I would see some silk 
showing. I gave it a yank and then the chute came out of the pack with a swish. 

Almost instantly, the chute opened, and I was jerked upright with a terrible force. I 
felt pains shoot through every part of my body. 

For a second or two I held my eyes closed and wondered if it were true that I was 
�till alive. I was thankinQ Qod that I wa�. 

I started looking for other chutes to see how many of my comrades had gotten out. I 
saw just one chute about 500 ft. below me, whom I thought was King. It was then that I 
noticed at what a great height I still was. I must have been between ten and twelve 
thousand feet when my chute opened. 

There was not a single sound of any kind: There were �o planes to b� s�en or heard, 
and I did not seem to be going down at all but Just hanging. in s�ace, s�inging back and 
forth. 1 was swinging so much that I began to fear that I m1ght tip over 1n the chute. 
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As my head began to clear and the shock wore off I began to notice more things. I 
could see that I was going down in a large beautiful valley, with a large river running 
through it. At this time I was hanging directly above the river. I began to fear that all 
were dead but the two of us. 

I could see wreckage from our plane floating towards the earth, bits of wings, tails, 
and other parts floating through the air. By this time the main parts of the plane had 
crashed and was burning against a hillside on the left of the river. 

My helmet was gone, but I still had my oxygen mask on. I reached up and pulled it 
off, and after thinking second, let it drop towards the earth. I knew that I'd never have 
use for it again. I thought sure that I was going down in Germany. 

It seemed that we were in the air for a terribly long time, but I could see the river 
and the earth getting larger and larger. By this time I could see that we were going to 
land well on the left bank of the river. Finally, the other chute hit the ground in a nice 
open place, but I saw that whoever it was must have been hurt badly, because he made no 
effort to get up and the chute seemed to drag him a short distance. 

Now the ground was rushing up to meet me, and I could see that if I didn't turn 
around, I was going to hit the ground backwards. I made a frantic effort to turn, but 
failed, and then I hit the ground. 

I hit the ground backwards, and with an awful jolt. I went over on my back and head 
and on over to my knees. I got up instantly, and started unhooking my chute. The I heard 
a plane and thought of course that it was German. I thought that he might shoot me on the 
ground, so I started rolling my chute up so he couldn't see it. Then I didn't hear the 
plane anymore, so I started over to my friend who had landed about 150 yards from me. I 
had taken perhaps twenty or thirty steps when I saw some soldiers in green running towards 
me. Of course I thought they were Germans. 

As the soldiers came up to me, I told them that my comrade was down in the valley a 
little ways, and that he was hurt. Two or three of them could speak very good English, so 
they understood and we all started to my friend. 

We had gone about half-way when one of the soldiers said, "You know that you are in 
Switzerland?" I can't explain just how very pleasantly surprised I was to hear that. I 
had been thinking that it was strange that they acted so friendly. 

When we came in sight of my friend, we saw that there were about twenty people around 
him. There were soldiers and civilians, woman and a child or two. They were bending over 
him, and I was sure he must be badly hurt. When we got there the people let us through, 
and I saw th at it was not King but Carroll. 

His face was all bloody, but he greeted us with a smile, and then he told me that he 
was not hurt badly. I almost cried, and to be truthful, maybe I did a little. 

There they dressed our wounds, I had one cut on my nose right between my eyes and had 
quite a lot of blood from that cut on my face. 

They gave us cigarettes, and then brought us a cup of coffee and a small shot of 
cognac. They asked us a million questions and made a record of it. There were a lot of 
questions that we could not answer, because we had orders not to tell'. 

They fixed a cot for us on the porch, and we lay down. Carroll's leg had begun to get 
stiff, and my back and hip gave me a lot of pain. 

It was while we were there that an officer brought the good news that another one had 
gotten out of the plane and had a slight brain concussion. He did not know who it was, but 
said that he was going to be alright. He said that he would find out who it was, and an 
hour or so later he came back and told us that it was Sergeant King. We were all very 
happy to know that eve one more had escaped the plane and would be alright. 

Many people were waiting outside the building to get a glimpse of us. They had never 
seen an American soldier before. 

The officer told us that Joe and I were going to eat supper with them and that we 
could have anything we wanted to drink, beer, whiskey, cognac, or wine. We had not had a 
good drink of beer for months so our mouths began to water in anticipation, but, alas, we 
were not to get the beer. 

An officer and a soldier came for us in a car. They took us to another village named 
Bad Ragaz two or three miles away. We were taken into a large building and into another 
office. By this time Joe could hardly walk, and the soldiers had to help him. My own back 
and hip were getting more painful all the time. In the office more officers gave us 
cigarettes and asked a lot more questions. Then they told us that King was in the hospital 
there, and we would have to go there also for � check up. 
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A few minutes and we w!re back in the car and on our way to the hospital. 
Everywhe�e peo�le were stari�g at us and crowding around to get a look at us. We must have 
been a sight with patches, dirty torn clothes on and still traces of blood on our faces. I 
know that Joe was a sight and I doubt that I looked a bit better, although I had fewer 
patches on my face. 

. We soo� arrive� at th� hospital and were taken to the room where King was. When I saw 
him there with a grin on his face I came very close to shedding tears again. He looked 
very pale, but very much alive, and would remain among the living for a long time to come. 

The doctor and nurse gave Joe and I orders to take our clothes off and get into bed. 
The nurse gave us a night shirt which would have been way too big for Tony Galento. We got 
in bed and a few minutes later the nurse brought in our supper. We had fresh milk to drink 
for the first time since leaving the States. 

The three of us lay there and talked over the whole horrible mess. King told us why 
we had never seen his parachute. After talking it over we came to the conclusion that I 
was the first one out of the plane. Joe got out a little later, and that is why he was 
below me in the chute. 

When the plane exploded and started down Joe, who was at his gun in the radio room, 
like Norris and I floated on the roof of the plane until it leveled off a little. Then a 
life raft that we carried in the radio room fouled him up. It was on top of him. He 
finally freed himself and opened the radio room door that led into the bomb-bay. 

Either Lt. English or Lt. Patten had seen what was coming. Probably when the plane 
started burning one of them opened the bomb-bay doors and salvoed the bombs out. This 
saved Joe's life. After getting the doors open Joe got into the bomb-bay and dropped out 
through the open doors. 

Now the reason why we never saw Norris' chute. When he and I fell back on the floor 
when the plane leveled off things were falling and tearing apart everywhere. Things were 
falling on top of him. He thinks that something hit him and stunned him. Then he tried to 
get out of the plane. A wing must have been torn off and the plane was going down on its 
side. There was one waist window up and one down. He saw the upper window and tried to 
climb up to it, he slipped and fell back. He got up and tried it again, and again fell 
back. Then he saw the lower window and managed to jump out. He just barely got out in 
time. He jumped and pulled the rip-chord to his chute, and it opened instantly. The chute 
had hardly more than opened when he landed in a tree very close to the main wreckage of the 
plane. His chute hung in the tree and broke his fall. He managed to grab a 1 imb, free 
himself from his chute and climb to the ground. 

Even the people that ran to the wrecked plane had not seen his chute open and did not 
know that he was there. Of course he also thought he was in Germany and his first impulse 
was to try to escape. He soon discovered that he would not have the strength to do this, 
so decided to give himself up. 

They soon had him in the hospital and was being given the same excellent treatment 
that they gave to all of us. 

We talked over everything again and again, but it was painful to discuss the other 
boys. We knew in our hearts that they were dead. All of us had been together constantly 
since we made our first training flight at Boise, Idaho on February 11, 1943. We had all 
gotten on splendidly. A finer, braver bunch of fellows never lived. 

We could not sleep that night, the whole painful mess kept swimming before our eyes. 
The nurse came in and gave us each a sleeping tablet. Even this did not work, so later we 
were given another. Finally one by one we dropped off to sleep. We all felt better 
mentally, but not one of us could move with any ease. I was better than the other two, and 
I could hardly raise up in bed. 

We had our breakfast of hot cocoa and hard toasted bread that the Swiss soldiers call 
Zeigel (shingles). They were good, but we felt that it was a proper name for them. 

A little later the doctor came in and confirmed our fears. They had found all the 
boys, and it hurts now even to say it: they were all dead. 

This is the end of our twenty sixth and last mission. The Germans killed seven of the 
finest friends any man ever had. 

They killed them, but the result to the Germans will be the same. They will pay and 
pay and pay. The end for them will still be---- DEFEAT. For our boys ----VICTORY 

&F. Ruegg-Stoeckll!" 
Tel. 061 9113 40 

WO Liestal - Grunhags�r. ·· 

Dear Mr. Coen, 
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Liestal, December 10th, 1984 

It was a great surprise for me to hear something about 
SUGARFOOT after forty years. The fate bothers me for 
ever and ever including what happened tc the flying 
fortress in Switzerland during World War II. 

For you t� collect all reminders of the 99 Bomb Group 
in your N3WSLETTER is of great merit and I study the 
facts with great interest and especially what happened 
on the historical day of October 1st, 1943. I think 
that the question on page 2 (NEWSLETTER) asks for an 
answer. 

I will clear this question in a few sentences1 "Something 
about Swiss Neutrality". I send this article to Mr. Heiri 
Stapfer for translation and I hope you will publish 
these facts in your next NEWSLETTER: 

I am glad to become a member of your esteemed 99 Bomb 
Group Historical Society and I look forward to receiving 
your subsequent NEWSLETTERS. 

A happy festive season to you and all your members. 

Enclosure 
Membership application 
1 98 5 dues $ 1 0 

Sin rely, 
I 
! I ; ' 



Hans-Heiri Stapfer 
Bergstrasse 35 

CH-8810 Horgen/ZH 

SWITZERLAND 

Dear George: 
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Horgen, 3rd October 1984 

First, the latest Newsletter contains a lot of very use­
ful information about 99th Bomb Group. I really enjoy to 
read all the stories about the men who flew with this 
outstanding Group in North Africa and later in Italy. 

The reason I write to you is not SUGAR FOOT, or 99th Bomb 
Group planes in Switzerland. It is a mistery about a 
particular B-17, nicknamed SHADY LADY. 

A lot was writtNl about her, but it is still unknow with 
which Bomb Group flew this aircraft missions. The Bundes­
archiv held a lot of pictures about this lady, but none 
will tell us something about the Unit of this plane. 

First, I belived that the plane belonged to the 486th or 
398th Bomb Group, since thes units used a two letter code 
on the fuselage. Only the "3" on the fuselage is fact, 
but it could be a O or an R, or another digit. 

Since any research with this two Bomb Groups was un­
successful, I belive that the plane belonged to the 
99th BG. It is a silver Boeing B-17 G. The 99th Bomb 
Group used also sometimes a two letter code on its 
planes. 

So I am very interested that you could publish my photo 
in one of the next Journals. I would be very glad to hear 
from anyone from the 99th BG concerning this plane. 

B- {7 G - 5 ha-J
'j 

La cf :f, ? ,'c f{,1 re_ 

fcde11 some(J.)here. 1r1 Germany, 

-,1,i,5 et/c flew la fer wt'f h 

/< G 200 anc/ 0cu f rohah& 

shof down h3 her own 
au� gun on !}. ff, Apr;/ I .945. 

J::rie11d� {t're, :Jou KYlolJ. 

PRESS RELEASE 
FROM: 99th Bomb Gp. 
THRU: 5th Wing (US) 
Nov. 5, 1943 
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By S/Sgt. William Brink Jr. 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE--Celebrating 100 missions during which it dropped 
12,956,320 pounds of bombs on enemy targets, a Flying Fortress heavy bombardment group in 
North Africa recently received the plaudits of top air leaders in the theater, including 
Lt. Gen. Carl Spaats, chief of the newly formed 15th Air Force. 

Before assembled personnel of the group and guests, Gen. Spaats told the group that 
its record since beginning operations March 31, 19843, was "good. 11 

11 1 hope," he said, "that your next hundred missions, if it takes that to win, will be 
just as good." 

Also congratulating the group was Maj. Gen. James H. Doolittle, popular chief of 
strategic operations in North Africa, who summed up the reasons for the group's success. 

"It was due," he said, 11 to proper training in the States, next to the skill and 
courage of your flyers, next to your leadership, and last, but just as important as all the 
others, to the mechanics who keep the planes in the air." 

His tribute to leadership referred to the group's commanding officer, capable , 
38-year-old Col. Fay B. Upthegrove of Row, Pa. Col. Upthegrove, who has flown 50 missions 
and will go back to the States for a rest before returning to active duty, reviewed the 
records of his group, pointing out that in piling up 100 missions the Fortresses had ranged 
over North Africa, Pantelleria, Sicily, Sardinia, Italy, Southern France, Austria, Germany 
and Greece. 

Attention: Omaha, Neb. Papers 

FROM A 15th AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE -- Decorated with the Distinguished Flying Cross and 
Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters, Major Henry R. Burrell, 25, of 5002 Parker St., 
Omaha, Neb., has completed his allotted 50 bombing missions as pilot of a ASAAF Flying 
Fortress and commanding officer of a Fortress squadron. 

Burrell will be sent back to the States for a rest. He was one of the outstanding 
pilots and leaders of his bombardment group, and was awarded the DFC for "endurance and 
fortitude on many high altitude missions which have resulted in great damage to enemy 
personnel, shipping and military installations. 11 

Flying lead ship, Burrell had the distinction of directing his group in battle on the 
occasion of its 100th mission. He began combat flying March 12, 1943, with a raid on 
Sousse, Tunisia, and finished up November 18 with a mission to the Eleusia Airdrome at 
Athens, Greece. In between were smashing raids on targets in Italy -- including the 
historic Rome attack -- Sicily, Sardinia, Pantelleria, France and Austria. 

The pilot recalls best the mission of September 5 to Viterbo Airdrome, Italy, -- one 
for which he has been recommended for the Oak Leaf Cluster to the DFC. On that day 
Burrell's ship was attacked by enemy fighters whose fire wounded two crewmen seriously, 
frayed the control cables, knocked out the radio equipment and damaged the landing flaps. 
The major managed to get away from the fighters -- while his gunners blasted down three -­
and landed safely in Sicily where his wounded could be treated. 

Burrell flew overseas February 4, 1943, as a captain and squadron operations officer. 
Soon he was entrusted with leading his squadron in battle, and later his entire Fortress 
group. He became squadron commanding officer September 17, and was promoted to major 
September 27. 

A native of Omaha, Burrell was graduated from Central High School in 1936, and in 1940 
received a B.S. degree in economics at Creighton University. He went immediately into the 
Air Force, enlisting as a cadet June 28, 1940, and winning his wings at Maxwell Field, 
Ala., Feb. 7, 1941. He is unmarried. 

Vernon E. Fairbanks, 
Major. Air Corps., 
S-2, 99th Bomb Gp. 
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Official Army Air Forces photo 
By S/Sgt. Leonard Y. Trapp 

From a 1 5th Air Force Bomber Base A formation of USAAF Flying 
Fortresses of t h e 1 5t h Air Force wing toward a target in France against a 
background of h eavy clouds. The Fort in the foreground is 11 El Diablo , 11 a 
veteran of many hig h-altitude missions. Note its belly turret guns in 
position for action. 

ATTENTION : Minneapolis , Minn. , Star-Journal , Tribune 
University of Minnesota Daily 

FROM A 15t h AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE 1st Lt. Howard J. Blum , 28-year-old AAF 
Flying Fortress navigator and one-time Minneapolis high school football star , who lives at 
2606 Morgan Ave. N. , Minneapolis , Minn. , had completed 50 bombing mission with the 15th 
U.S. Air Force. 

Blum began combat flyin g June 28 , 1943 , with a raid on Leghorn in Italy , and flew his 
50th Mission December 19 to Innsbruck ,  Austria. He had been awarded the Air Medal. 

A native of Minneapolis , Blum was graduated in 1932 from North High School , where he 
starred in football , and also played at the University of Minnesota which he attended from 
1936 to 1937. 

The navigator , who is single , was an employee at the main post office in Minneapolis 
until entering the Air Forces as a cadet Feb. 23 , 1942. He won his navigator's wings Feb. 
29 , 1943 at Hondo Field in Texas. 

Press Release : Cutlines 
From : 99th Bomb Gp. 
Thru : 5th Wing ( US) 
Nov. 26 , 194� 

Official Army Air Force Photo 
By Cpl. D. F. Sehon 

From a 1 5th Air Force Bomber Base Against an ominous sky , USAAF 
Flying Fortresses of the 1 5th Air Force swing over their home coast and 
head out to sea en route to a target in sout h ern France. Weat h er seldom 
stops the big Forts. If th ere's a ho l e  in the clouds over th e target , 
they'll drop their bombs. 

--bb--

The phetas are nGt readable , but we theught that you would enjoy 
a e o . 

the t itles . J 

Dec. 2 ,  1943 

Attention : Quincy , Fla. , Papers 

From a 1 5th Air Force Bomber Base -- On his way back to the States is lst _ Lt. Edward 

P. May , 23 , of 430 w .  Jacks?n ?t. , Q�incy , Fla. , a . USAAF Flying Fortress bombardi er who has 

completed his allotted 50 mi ssions with the 15th A ir  Force. . . . . 
May began combat flying June 30 , 1943 , with a raid on Boco . d i  Falco Ai rdrome , S i c i ly ,  

and finished up November 29 with a mission to Fiano Romano Ai rdrome , Italy. He has been 

awarded the Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters. . . 
A native of Quincy , May was graduated from Gadsden Count.y H igh School i n  1_938 and 

attended the U niversity of Michigan two and a half y�ar; u�t i l  1941. Unmarri ed ,  h e 

enlisted as a cadet March 2 ,  1942 , and won his bombardi er s wings October 10 of the same 

year at Albuquerque , N.M. 

Press Release 
From : 99th Bomb Gp. 
Thru : 5th Wing { US )  
Dec. 4 ,  1943 

Attention : Milwaukee ,  Wis. Papers 
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From. a 1 5th Air F �rce Bomber Base -- Staff Sergeant C l are C. Kaschinska , 27-year-old 
USA�F flyi ng  For�ress w� i st gunner ?f 2768 N. Oak l and Ave. , Milwaukee , Wis. , today was 
off i c i all_y cred i ted w i th  destroyi ng  a Messerschmitt 109 fighter plane -- one of six shot 
down by hi s Fortress group in a raid on Turin December 1. 

The gunner's vict ory -- his first -- was substantiated by two other members of his 
crew who saw the enemy aircraft yo down in flames. 

" The enemy plane  came in at 3 o'clock hig h and fell off to a skid at 6 o'clock 11 

K�s�hinska said in describ ing the aerial battle. " I  first saw him at 700 yards and beg;n 
firi ng at 500. I pumped about 150 rounds until he burst into flames from cowling to tail 
and started down." 

The gunner is the son of Mr. and Mrs. August Kaschinska of Nocodah , Wis. , and is 
married to E l eanore Kasch i nska of Milwaukee. 

Dec. 4 ,  1943 

Attention : New Bedford , Mass. , Standard 
Fal l River , Mass. , Herald 

--bb--

From a 15t h Air Force Bomber Base - - Tech nical Sergeant Russell S. Manchester , 
23-year-ol d USAAF Flyiny Fortress engineer-gunner from Westport/ Poin t , Mass. , today was 
officially credited with destroying a Messerschmitt 109 fighter plane -- his first victory 
-- in the skies over Turin December 1. 

"The enemy pl ane came in straight from 7 o'clock high , 11 Manchester said in describing 
the battle , "and I started firing when he was within range. He came t.o within 300 yards and 
then rolled over and start ed smoking."  The ot h er members of Manchester ' s  crew saw the 
enemy ship crash on the ground below. 

The gunner , a former Westport High School baseball star , is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer B. Manchester of Westport Point , and is married to Bertha J. Beaulieu of Westport. 

--bb--

Dec. 2, 1943 

FROM A 1 5th AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE--A sidelight of the December 1 USAAF Flying Fortress 
raid on Turin was the story of a Fortress pilot who , forced to turn back sh ort of the 
target because of engine trouble , picked out a German held airdrorne f�r his own objective 
and blasted a hangar and three planes to bits. 

Executor of this successful piece of individual bombing was 2nd Lt. Donald E. Frye , 
23, of 1910 Lexington Ave. , Lawrenceville , Ill. He is a veteran of 34 mission. 

Turning back from Turin ,  Frye headed south for home. Near the coast he passed Villa­
nova Airdrome. 

11 1 spotted three planes parked in front of a hangar , 11 t h e pilot said. 11 Two were 
pursuit ships and the other was a big , multi-engined transport. 11 

Frye circled and started a bomb run on a n  axis calculated to cover the planes and 
hangar. The bombardier, 1st Lt. Earl W. Cork , 24 of Clarksburg , W. Va. , sighted carefully 
and send the bombs away. 

11 It was a perfect pattern , 11 said Frye. 11The hangar and the airplanes just blew up. I 
only wish I had had a camera along to prove it. 

--bb--

VERNON E. FAIRBANKS , 
Major , Air Corps , 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp. 
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ATTENTION : Easton , Md . ,  Star-Democrat 

By S/Sgt . William Brink Jr . 

FROM A 15t h  AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE--Sergeant Norris L .  Harrison , 21 y�ar old USAAF 
Flying Fort ress tail gunner from Easton , Md . ,  today was officially credited with destroying 
a Me s serschmitt 109 fighter plane--one of six shot down by his Fortre s s  group in a raid on 
Turin December 1. 

Harrison ' s victory--his first in aerial combat--was subs tantiated by two other members 
of his crew who saw the plane crash on the ground. 

1
1 The enemy plane came in from 6 o ' clock level , 11 Harrison said in de scribing the 

battle . 1

1 1 started firing when he was about 1000 yards away and followed him until he was 
60 yards below me . He went out of control and headed down . 

The gunner ,  a forme r  trac k ,  soft ball , soccer and bas k et ball s tar at Eas ton High 
School , is the son of Mr . and Mrs . Fred s .  Harrison of Easton . 

--bb--
Dec .  4 ,  1943 

ATTENTION : Nogales , Ariz . ,  Herald 
Nogales , Ariz . ,  International 

FROM A 15t h AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE--Staff Sergeant James A .  Mabante , 2� �ear old U�AAF 
Flying Fortress waist gunner of 211 Loma St . ,  Nogales , Ariz . ,  t�day was off1c1 al�y credited 
with des troying a Mes s erschmit t  109 fighter plane--one of s 1 x shot down by h1 s  Fortress 

group in a raid on Turin December 1. 
Mabante' s victory--his first in aerial combat--was substant i ated by another member of 

his crew who saw the plane crash in flames . 
"The enemy plane came in at 3 o ' clock low , and I first saw him at 1300 yards out , 11 

Mabante said in describing the battle . 1
1 1 s tart ed firing w hen he was at 900 yards and 

continued until he was wit hin 500 yards , firing about 100 rounds . The plane rolled over 
and caught on fire along the fuselage and started down . 11 

The gunner ,  a former Nogales High School basketball and baseball player ,  is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs . Mabante of Nogales . 

--bb-

Dec .  4 ,  1943 

ATTENTION : San Jose , Cal . ,  News , Mercury-Herald 

J h R Caggiano 20 year old USAAF Flying 
F ROM A 15t h AIR FORCE BOMBER BAS�--Sgt . 

S
osej · cal today was officially credited 

Fortres s  waist gunner of 6 52 . Auserais . Ave . ,  an o�e ,
the 

�kies over Turin December 1. 
with destroying a . Mes sersc�m1t� 109 .fight�r

, plane

b t
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the son of Mr. and Mrs . Peter Cagqiano 
The gunne r , who was a fanner be ore e war , 1 s  

of San Jose.  
VERNON E .  FAIRBANKS , 
Major , Air Corps , 
S-2 , 99th Gp . 
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By S/Sgt . William Brink J r . 

. FROM A 15t h AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE--Sergeant Hayward B .  Steele , 37 year old USAAF Fly�n� Fortres s  . ball �urret gunn�r of 6629 Jack son St . ,  Pit t s burgh , Pa . ,  today was off� c1ally credi t ed wi t h des troyi ng a Messerschmitt 109 fighter plane in the skies over Turin December 1. 
Steele' s victory--his first in aerial combat--was substantiated by another membe r  of his b�mber crew who saw the e�emy aircraft crash on the ground and explode . 
. T�e enemy plane �.ame . r n  from 6 o clock low, and firing all the way , 11 Steele said in descr1 b 1ng the battle . I fired 7 5  rounds into his belly at 400 yards and continued firing at maximum until he straightened out . 
" At 9 o ' clock he nos ed downwards at a 4 5  de gree angle wit h white and black smoke 

pouring out . He continued in a steep dive and crashed."  

--bb--
Dec .  16 , 1943 

FROM A 15th A I R  FORCE BOMBER BASE--Sergeant Max C .  Goodwin , 22 , of 497 L Street , Idaho 
Falls , Id . ,  an AAF Flying Fortress ball turret gunner ,  has been credited officially with 

des troying an enemy fighter plane--one of three shot down by his Fortress group in a raid 
on the Eleusis Airdrome at Athens , Greece , December 14 . 

Goodwin's victory- -his firs t , was verified by two other members of his crew who saw 
the fighter exploded afte r it s pilot had baile d out . The plane was one of Germany ' s  
speedy Focke Wulf 190 1

s . 
"The enemy made a pas s  at our group below and to the left and then swept up to the 

level of my plane ," Goodwin said in describing the battle . 1
1 1 started firing when he was 

about 800 yards out--and then my guns jammed .  I reloaded fast while he continued to come 
in, and then a few more rounds sent him down smoking . 1

1 

The gunner is the son of Mrs . George Goodwin of Idaho Fa� ls . 

--bb--
Dec .  22 , 1943 

Bursting with p ride , 1
1 Bugs Bunny , 11 who adorns the side of an oil-splattered 15th Air 

Force Flying Fortr�ss, wears the Purple Heart over the spot where he got shot by a German 
figh ter plane . Farid crew members conferred the 11decoration 11 on him , plus �he Purple Heart 

and Air Medal ribbons on his chest . The impish Bugs , name s ak e of the movi e cartoon , has 

seen this Fortress safely through 30 missions. 

--bb-­
Dec .  16 , 1943 

(Photo )  

FROM A 15th AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE- -Sergeant Jack V .  Pipkin , 21 year old AAF flfing 
Fortress tail gunner from Oklahoma City , O kla . , (1004 West 25t h . st . )  h�s been cred1t:d 
officially with de s troying a Messerschmitt 109 fighter plane duri ng a ra1d on the Eleus1s 
Airdrome at Athens , Greece , December 14 . . 

Pipkin ' s victory--his firs t  in aerial combat--was verified by another member of h1 s  

crew who saw the enemy plane go down in flames and explode . 
1
1 • • "The enemy at tach ed from by left and slightly below the level of our plane . P1pk1n 

said in describing the battle . 1
1 1 s tart ed firing when he was about 800 yards a�ay and 

continued blazing until he reached 600 yards . Suddenly the plane rolled over on 1 ts left 

wing and exploded. The right wing flew off and the plane tumbled down out of control and 
burning. 

The gunner ,  a former University of Oklahoma student , is the son of Mr . and Mrs . Walter 
L .  Pipkin of Oklahoma City . 

VERNON E .  FAIRBANKS , 
Major , Air Corps ,  
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp . 
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By S/Sgt. Wil l iam Brink Jr. 

FROM A 15th AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE--Sergeant Arthur K. Lincoln, 24 year o ld  AAF Fl ying 
Fortress bal l turret gunner from Trenton, N.J., (RFD 45) has been credited official l y  with 
destroying a Messerschmitt 109 Fighter pl ane--one of three enemy pursuit shot down by his 
Fortress group in a raid on the El eusis Airdrome at Athens, Greece, December 14. 

Lincol n's victory--his first in aerial combat--was verified by another member of his 
crew who saw the enemy go down in fl ames and crash on the ground. 

"Three ME 109 1 s in perfect V formation and a l l  firing attacked from sl ightly below our 
l evel," Lincol n said in describing the battl e. " I  picked out the nearest one and fired 
unti l  he shot under our airpl ane. When he came out on the other side he was smoking and 
went into a sl ow spin in fl ames. I was so busy with the rest of those Jerries that I 
didn't have time to think much about getting him until some time after he went down. " 

Lincol n  has a wife l iving at 135 Dickenson St., Trenton. 

--bb--
Dec. 19, 1943 

FROM A 15th AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE--When AAF F l ying Fortresses raided Innsbruck, 
Austria today, one pil ot fl ying his 50th mission waded into a horde of enemy fighters whose 
fire crippl ed one engine and knocked out a second, but he came home and l anded safely 
despite the fact that propel l or fl ew off just as his wheels  were about to touch earth. 

The pilot was 1st Lt. Thomas J. Davis, 24 of Piedmont, Mo. He was fl ying l ead ship in 
his Fortress II squadron when the huge bombers turned off the target and were met by a 
force of 50 Messerschmitt 109 1 s. 

"From my seat I saw a good 15 or 20 fighters and I knew it would be hot, 11 Davis said. l 
"Fl ak was coming up and some of it hit us. And then seven ME 109 1 s wheel ed in on us." 

Fighter fire hit the No. 1 (l eft outboard) engine and tore a hol e in its gas tank, but 
it kept churning. A 20 mm. shel l crashed through the No. 4 (right outboard) engine, tore a 
12-inch hol e and l odged in the wing. 

"The oil pressure on No. 4 dropped to zero," David said. "The cowl ing fl ew off and 
for a few minutes the airpl ane vibrated so hard I coul dn't read an instrument in the cock­
pit. Right about that time we were al l ready to get out in a hurry. I gave the order to 
prepare to bail out, but the engine smoothed out a l ittl e and the propel l or began to wind­
mil l under air pressure. 

" Meanwhil e the fuel was running out of No. 1 gas tank. It quit at 50 gal l ons and I 
guess the shel l went in at that l evel .  Anyway the engineer had to pump gas from another 
tank al l the way home to keep at l east 30 gal l ons in No. 1. 11 

Al l this time Davis was l osing speed, causing his squadron behind him to forge ahead. 
The enemy fighters began to fade as more and more of them went down in fl ames under the 
Fortress guns. 

" My boys got at l east two Jerries and maybe more, 11 the pilot said. "My air speed 
dropped to 135 MPH and the squadron dropped back to cover me. Then we settl ed down to 
�weat out the windmil l ing propel l or, which I figured would fly off any time. Just in case 
1t went the wrong way, I ordered the boys in the nose of the ship to got back in the 
waist. " 

The crippl ed Fort l umbered back to its base and circl ed for a l anding. As it l eveled 
toward the runway the usel ess propel lor whirl ed off its shaft, sail ed down and out toward 
the wingtip and crashed harml essl y to the ground. 

"And after that I'm ready to go home," Davis said. After 50 missions, the pi l ot is 
e ligib le  to return to the States for a rest. 

--bb--

VERNON E. FAIRBANKS, 
Major, Air Corps, 
S-2, 99th Bomb Gp. 
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We continue the extracts of the Offieial micr0fil.ms of the 99BG 
War Diaries . These  reeords are not in chronological order on the fil•, and 
there is repetition, but it is mostly good stuff. 

Special Account 

The night of May 3, 1943, was one to 1 i ve l ong in the memory of the 
99th. The target was Bizerte, the weather terribl e. Nobody cou l d  find 
the target. Rel uctant l y  the ships turned back with their bombs, crews 
hoping they'd be ab l e  to find their home fie l d. On l y  three ships did, 
others l anded at al ternate fie l ds ;  but from four ships came tal es of 
heroism, courage and death. 

Two whol e crews -- 20 men --" cracked sil k" after they were unabl e  to 
find a pl ace to set down. The pil ot of one, 1st Lt. Edward P. 
McLaughl in, Richmond, Ca l . ,  caught a brief g l impse of a �orth African 
town, made a perfect bombing run and dropped most of his men down the 
main street. The pil ot of the other ship, Capt. Max E. Davis, of 
Pasadena, Cal ., scattered his men over the North African countryside. But 
by truck, mul e, donkey or foot al l 20 men made it back to their base. One 
suffered a broken l eg, another five broken ribs from the parachute jump. 

A third ship had a tougher time. The pil ot, 1st Lt. Sidney E.  Buck, 
of Kensington, Md., and his crew decided not to bail out, but to ride 
down thei� ship l aden with 12 500-pound demol ition bombs. They fl ew 
around unt1 l  the gas was al most gone. Once they touched a mountain sl ope 
and pa rt of the ho r i z on ta 1 stab i 1 i z er was c 1 i pp e d off • Then a 1 i g ht n i n g 
fl ash brightened up the on l y  safe l anding p l ace in mil es around. Lt. 
Buck started to l et down. His l anding l ights woul dn ' t  work. Vaguel y he 
saw a mountain in his path, managed to zoom over it. The l anding was 
hard -- two engines caught fire and the pl ane began to burn. The crew 
scramb l ed out, started to run from the pl ane, had to return to he l p  a man 
who was injured and coul dn't wal k. They reached the safety of a sand 
dune 300 yards away when the bombs l et go. 

A fourth ship, pil oted by deputy commander Lt. Col . Leroy Rainey, 
crash l anded in the Mediterranean. Co l .  Rainey l et down about 15 mil es 
offshore after first radioing Air-sea rescue, which promised to send two 
boats. They never showed up. The crew survived the l anding, then 
assembl ed in and hanging on a five-man l ife raft (the other raft cou l d  
not be pried l oose). Several hours l ater the raft capsized and coul d not 
be righted. The men hung griml y. Drained of strength, the radio 
operator final l y  l et go and went down. The assistant radio operator set 
out to swim to shore. He was never seen again. Then the co-pil ot, 
supported by two others, died by the boat and sl ipped away. 

In mid-afternoon of the next day the bombardier and engineer decided 
to swim for it when the l ife raft was about 500 yards offshore. There 
was a strong offshore current ; they disappeared. At dusk the raft swept 
by a reef. Co l .  Rainey and three others jumped and grabbed for the reef, 
managed to hang on. The navigator and tail gunner fail ed to reach the 
reef and were swept out to sea. Weak, sick, ha l f-dead, the four 
survivors came back home to tel l about it. 

Special Account 

On Jul y  5, 1943, the 9.9th set out to raid the main airdrome at 
Gerbini, Sici l y. It was a memorabl e day, chiefl y because more than 100 
enemy fighters attacked the group in 30 minutes of hel l in the air. Three 
of our pl anes went down ; 38 of the enemy were destroyed, with many more 
probabl es and damaged. But the hon ors of the day bel onged to S/Sgt. 
Benjamin J. Warmer, of San Francisco, who, on his seventh wedding 
anniversary, shot down seven enemy fighters. 

Later awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for his feat, Warmer 
pumped better than 1,200 rounds of ammunition in l ess than 15 minutes as 
he knocked off the seven pursuits. 
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"They came at me and I bagged as fast as 
explaining the day's activities. One by one 
after his fifth prize his ammunition box ran 
over his shoulder to feed the gun , he got two more. 

they came , "  Warmer said in 
he knocked them off until 
out. Looping extra rounds 

With two other earlier victories to his credit , Warmer qualified as 
North Africa's ace aerial gunner. He is also Uncle Sam's largest gunner 
--six-foot-six , 27 5-pound former University of California boxing and 
footba 1 1  star. 

Special Account 

On July 16 , 1943 ,  the 99th Bombardment Group celebrated an anniversary 
--of its first 50 missions completed against the enemy. The saga of the 
first 50 men was one of individual and collective courage and skill in 
times of stress , but it was also an impressive collection of statistics. 

The 99th combat men looked at the records as of July 16 and dis­
covered : 1. Of 518 enemy fighters encountered , they shot down , probably 
destroyed or damaged 162 or 31.27 percent. 114 of these were destroyed , 
28 probably destroyed and 20 damaged. They have destroyed or damaged 433 
enemy planes in the air and on the ground. 

2. Their bombs had destroyed 3 ,089 , 740 pounds of bomb on enemy 
objectives, shot 704 ,99 5 rounds of . 50 caliber ammunition. 

In 50 missions the combat crews traveled 44 ,886 miles to and from the 
target -- nearly twice around the world. It took them 292 hours or more 
than 12 days and nights of combat flying to pile up this mileage. 

Naturally the Fortresses didn't always come out with whole skins. 
Flak damaged 107 airplanes and enemy fighters managed to put holes in 31 
of them. Up to July 5 only one plane had been lost in actual combat. On 
that three more were lost when more than 100 enemy fighters ganged up on 
the group. But many of these crews were seen to bail out and one ship 
was observed to crash land on the beach. And for revenge the gunners 
blasted down 38 enemy planes, with 14 more probables and damaged. 

Throughout the 50 missions the group had the inspirational leadership 
of Col. Fay R. Upthegrove , commander , and Lt. Col. Leroy A. Rainey , 
deputy commander. 

Special Account 

On Sept. 8 ,  1943 , the crew of Flying Fortress 
and final mission. "Old 494 11 was on its 50th 
without an engine change or major repair. So 
ended together, for keeps. Here's how it happened. 

No. 494 was on its 50th 
mission , too , and that 

the crew and the plane 

With Major ( now Lt. Col. ) Warren B. Whitmore at the controls ,  494 led 
a formation of 36 Fortresses in a raid on an Ita 1 i an target. The veteran 
ship went into the bomb run , just as she had on the last 49 raids. But 
the heaviest flak barrage in a long time was breaking all around the 
Fortresses , and two score enemy fighter planes were attacking. 494 was 
stabbed painfully in the side. But she finished out the bombing run , 
mindful of the fate of 35 Forts behind her if she faltered. 

Major Whitmore nursed his ship. The ailerons were gone , one wing 
hung down like a crippled bird. The pilot brought her back over her 
North African base safely but the plane was too unmanageable to land. So , 
on their last mission , Major Whitmore and seven of the original crew 
bailed out. A cameraman and two others not on their 50th mission also 
hit the silk. And old 494 she was allowed to bury herself into a 
mountainside. 

t 

t 

' 
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TEN B-17ers COMPLETE 50 MISSIONS TOGETHER 

A 1 5th AAF BASE---They began their basic training together a year ago , these ten 
members of a Flying Fortress crew , and this month they completed their 50th mission to­
gether , without suffering a serious injury or losing a plane. 

The pilot of the crew--"the best damn pilot in the business , "  his men call him--is 
Capt. James L. Russell ,  Jr. , Birmingham , Ala. The crew credits him with a large part of 
their good fortune , but they also acknowledge the part played by "consistently flying a 
tight formation " and "grand old Lady Luck." More than once prayers helped , too , they 
admit. 

Other members of the crew are 1st Lt. John C. Shropshire , Ashland , Kansas , co-pilot; 
1st Lt. Lawrence F. Craven , Woodhaven , NY , navigator ; 1st Lt. Glenn Profitt , Louisville , 
bombardier ; T-Sgt. Reese L. Starner , Westminister , Md. , engineer ; T-Sgt. Francis Kegin , 
Perry , Okla. , and S-Sgt. Charles Pierce , Valparaiso , Ind. , waist gunners ; S-Sgt Edward P .  
Doolan , St. Joseph , Mo. , tail gunners , and S-Sgt. Kenneth W. Clouston , Mandan , ND , ball 
turret gunner. 

ORDINARY TEAM 
All in all , they have been just an ordinary team , as far as operations go. The high­

est award received by any of the ten was the Purple Heart , which went to the bombardier who 
was nicked by a piece of flak over Foggia in August. They've all received their Air Medal 
with a hatful of Oak Leaf Clusters. 

It's as a team that they've functioned. Together they flew a path of destruction over 
50 different enemy targets in Sicily , Italy , Germany , Austria , Greece ,  France and Yugo­
slavia. Together they shot down four enemy fighters. 

The crew was formed at Boise , I daho , in March 1943 ,  after the various members had 
completed training in their specialties. All through their "get-acquainted" period , they 
didn't suffer an accident. 

Just before leaving the States in June , they were assigned a Fortress to fly across 
the Atlantic to Africa. 

"We dubbed her Superstitious Aloysius ," Lt. Profitt recalled , "and she stayed ours for 
most of the 50 missions, until she made a special trip back to the States. Losing Aloysius 
broke us up a bit--causing us to fly in whatever plane happened to have a vacancy , but we 
managed to get our 50 in anyway," he added. 

FIRST MISSION 
They tasted combat for the first time in a mission to Gerbini airdrome , Sicily , on 

J uly 5 ,  and soon after , went through one of the toughest days of the entire 50 
missions--during the German evacuation of Sicily. 

Scheduled to fly over the Straits of Messina to hit the ports on both sides--Messina 
where the Germans were taking off , and San Giovanni where they were disembarking--Aloysius 
was about 5 ,000 feet below the rest of the formation when one engine went out. 

"Capt. Russell feathered the bad engine and tried to climb up to get the protection of 
the rest of the formation , "  Lt. Profitt said. 

But they couldn ' t  recover and decided to make an individual bomb run over San Gio­
vanni. In spite of a flock of enemy fighters concentrating on them and all the flak the 
Germans could throw at one plane , they completed the run and placed their bombs and person­
nel on the beaches. Aloysius came home " looking like something Mom used to strain our 
coffee through . "  

The 50th mission , of course , had the boys plenty worried , especially when they heard 
they were goiny to Istres le Tube, and airfield near Marseilles in southern France. 

"We came back without a scratch ,"  the bombardier recounted. "To tell the truth , I'm 
glad those 50 missions are finished because I personally never liked to push Lady Luck too 
far. She might get bored by it all • 11 
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6 April, 1944 
ESCAPE STATEMENT 

S/Sgt. Verne E. Tri nosky , 3536956, 99th B'omb Group , 346th Bomb Sq. 
1. Personal History. 

Duty - Tail gunner 
Age - 25 
Missions - 4 5  
Returned to Duty - 4 April , 1944 

2. On 11  January , 1944, mission to Piraeus , Greece , A/C 25470 at approximately 124 5 
hours and 19,000 ft. went into clouds so thick that crew was unable to see adjoining ships. 
Evidently a collision occurred and A/C went into a diving turn, losing altitude very rapid­
ly. Sgt. Trinosky bailed out and landed successfully in Erimanthos mountains about 1300 

hours. 
3. Never in enemy hands, hence no interrogation by enemy. 
4 . Three survivors of this A/C feel that Escape briefing at their group should have 

been more thorough, with emphasis on fact that missions are operating in Greece, that 
country and small town peasant-type people are very friendly and that Andartes ,  or guerril­
las, are friendly and anxious to help. Escape purses were very helpful but in this partic­
ular case there was little use for Escape purses ,  since help was at hand. 

5. Good straight-forward story. 

2 Encls: 
1 - Appendix A 
2 - Lt r • 383 • 6 

1st Lt. Raftery 
S/Sgt. V. E. Trinoskey 

Interrogator, 
JOHN W. RICHARDSON , 
Ma jor, Air Corps. 
Asst A-2. 

SECRET 

APPENDIX A 
Navigator, Radio operator and tail gunner of A/C 25470 had bailed out approximately 

124 5 hours, 11 January ,  1944 over Erimanthos mountains in Greece. Tai l gunner, S/Sgt. 
Trinoskey, landed in snow covered mountains, stayed overnight at a shepherd's hut , was 
picked up by peasants the following morning, spent that night at their hut and next morning 
was taken to a British mission at Michaelsika. Navigator and Radio operator, Lt. Raftery 
and T/Sgt. Sherris, landed on Olenos mountain at about 1300 hours, were pi cked up by shep­
herds a bout 1430 hours and taken to village of Lacomata. Due to proximity of Germans they 
were routed out of bed during night and taken to town of Spelima. Lt. Raftery spent next 3 
days locating 5 dead members of crew and burying their bodies (unable to locate bodies of 
Pilot and Engineer). About 16 January, 1944, Lt. Raftery and Sgt. Sherris were taken to 
Michaelsika where they joined Sgt. Trinoskey. The letter left Michaelsika until 13 Febru­
ary and left there with party composed of about 16 persons, mostly U.S. evaders but includ­
ing British mission Lt. and 3 Italian officers. Traveled through small places in Eriman­
thos mountains and in six days reach Andritsaina. Stayed one day and went on to South 
British headquarters at Gaditsa , where party rejoined Sgt. Trinoskey and Lt. Burry. Went 
to Zakhare, found it "too hot" moved to Arine ( ? ) , stayed till 20 March and went to Fsela­
korea. Moved about in this area with several tries for contact at pin-point on coast. 
Finally evacuated at pin-point night 3 April, 1944, by Italian destroyer and brought to 
Taranto �  Italy. SBS transported men to Bari evening of 4 April, 1944. 
NOTE: Shortly after party left Sarditsa, about 1/2 of the town destroyed by Germans, who 
distributed announcements that this is what happens to civilians who help Andartes and / Al l ies. As a result British Headquarters at Garditsa forced to move to Alvena, barely 
escaping with their lives. Germans also burned home of "head man" in Michaelsika, as a ' 
result of aid given to evaders. 

SECRET 

f 
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6 April , 1944 
ESCAPE STATEMENT 

T/Sgt. Sidney S. Sherris , 32255633, 99th Bomb Group, 346th Bomb Sq. 
1. Personal History 

Duty - Radio Operator 
Age - 35 
Missions - 4 5 MTO plus (30 U.K.) 
Returned to Duty - 4 April, 1944. 

2. On 11 January, 1944 , mission to Piraeus, Greece, A/C 25470 at approximately 1245 
hours and 19,00 ft. went into clouds so thick that crew was unable to see adjoining ships. 
Evidently a collision occurred and A/C went into diving turn, losing altitude very rapid­
ly. Sgt. Sherris attempted to get of radio hatch and, when half way out , was blown clear. 
He observed blinding explosion with yellow flame. He opened parachute at about 7000 ft. 
and landed on top of Olenos mountain, in Erimanthos range, about 1300 hours. 

3. Never in enemy hands; hence no interrogation by enemy. 
4 . Three survivors of this A/C feel that Escape briefing at their group should have 

been more thorough, with emphasis on fact that missions are operating in Greece, that 
country and small town peasant-type people are very friendly and that Andartes, or guerril­
las, are friendly and anxious to help. Escape purse money was promptly spent for extra 
food and some cigarettes. Sgt. Sherris believes that some first aid material should be 
added to kits - sulpha drugs for example. 

5. Straight-forward story. 
Interrogator. 
JOHN W. RICHARDSON, 
Major, Air Corps, 
Ac;.c;.t A-? 

6 April, 1944 
ESCAPE STATEMENT 

1st Lt. Bernard M. Raftery, 0-801146, 99th Bomb Group, 346th Bomb Sq. 
History. 

Duty - Navigator 
Age - 27 
Missions - 40 

Returned to Duty - 4 April, 1944 

1 .  Personal 

2. On 11 January, 1944 , mission to Piraeus, Greece, A/C 25470 at appr�x�m�tely ;245 
hours and 19 000 ft. went into clouds so thick that crew was unable to see adJoining shi�s. 
Evidently a �ollision occurred and A/C went into a diving turn ,  losing altitude very �apid­
ly. Lt. Raftery was thrown from plane and regained. cons�iousness about 5,000 ft. altitude. 
He opened parachute and landed on Olenos mountain, in Erimanthos Range , about 1300 hours. 

3. Never in enemy hands, hence no interrogation by enemy. 
4. Three survivors of this A/C feel that Escape briefing at their gr?UP should have 

been more thorough, with emphasis on fact that missions are operating in Greece, t�at 
country and small town peasant-type people are very friendly and that Andart�s, o� guerr� l­
las , are friendly and anxious to help. Escape purs:s were very helpful but in this partic­
ular case there was little use for Escape purses, since help was at hand. 

5. Good straight-forward story. 

2 Encls : 
1 - Appendix A 
2 - Lt r • 38 3 • 6 

Interrogator, 
JOHN W. RICHARDSON , 
Marjor, Air Corps. 
Asst A-2. 

SECRET 
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10 January ,  1944 

Mi ss ion No.  128 
Sof i a  Towo Area , Bulgari a 

Suppl emental Report on Enemy Tact i cs and F lak  
Thirty- seven B-17's  of  the 99th Bomb G roup ( H )  were attacked by an  

est i mated 35  .Me 109 1 s and  Ma  202 1 s for  25  mi nutes over  and  after  l ea v i n g  
Sofi a ,  B u l gar i a on 10 J a n u a ry 1944 . One B - 1 7  was shot down and 
prel imi nary,  unchecked c l aims were made for 13 E/A destroyed . 

The attacks  started j ust  after the formati on l eft the I . P .  and ha l f 
way a 1 ong the bomb ru n .  The group we nt over  t arget i n  two wave s ,  company 
front , echel oned r i ght . The l ast squad ron i n  the second wave rece i ved 
the heav i est attacks and i t  was f rom t h i s  squad ron one B-17 was shot down 
by enemy f i ghters . Th i s  A/C was f l y i n g  No . 3 pos i t i on i n  the l ead e l ement 
of a ni ne ship format i on .  

Enemy att acks  appeared wel l coord i nated a nd most o f  them were 
aggre s s i v e ,  w i th  f i ghters comi ng  i n  c l ose as 1 50  yards . The squadron 
attac ked most v i gorou s l y  f i rst saw fou r fi ghters at 10 o ' c l ock , h i g h .  
E/A came i n  out o f  overcast to l eft of squadron and  pressed attacks  i n  
c l ose . Some crews reported E/ A came i n  as  c 1 ose as 50 yards , but t h i s  i s  
doubtfu l . Other attacks we re made i n  pai rs and fours toward the nos e .  
One crew repo rted an  F W  1 9 0  aer i a l  bombed them . The bomb bu rst to  the 
r i ght about 150  feet above the a i rpl ane . At the t i me the bomb burst  two 
E/A were f ly i ng at 1 0  o ' c l ock l evel , but mak i ng no host i l e  moves . They 
may have been spott i ng for the aer i a l  bombe r ,  who was about 1 , 500 yards 
above . The format ion ' s  bombi ng a l t i tude was 20 ,000 ' . 

Anothe� squadron , the l ead e l ement i n  the fi rst wave , reported most 
E/A ' s  stayed out of range .  Th ree f rontal  attacks  and two rear  attacks  
were made on  th i s  squad ron from l eve l  a l t i t ude .  E/A ' s  attacked s i ngly 
and i n  pa i rs .  Some attacks  were reported from 5 to 7 o ' c l ock  l ow and 
from 11 to 1 o ' c l oc k  h i gh .  Afte r maki ng a pass  E/A ' s  broke o f f ,  c i rc l ed 
and repeated att ack s .  Two attacks  were made out of sun . These E/A ' s 
passed over  top of g roup and  c ame back i n  a ga i n a t  3 and 9 o ' c l oc k .  Two 
E/A ' s  were reported d i v i ng t h rough escort out of  sun  to attack bombe rs . 
Anot her attack  was made by four E/A ' s  from 6 o ' c l oc k .  They f i red s i m u l t an­
eousl y .  

Some E/A ' s  carried bel ly tanks duri ng the engagement . 
One crew reported rocket gun  f i re from a ME 109 , wh i ch f i red from 

a pproxi mate ly  same l evel  as format i o n .  Bursts  were l a rge and b l a c k , but 
i n .::i r r 1 1r.::it c:> .:I C:  t n  ran n o  ,n,l ,l-,.,fl or + ; ""' 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION :  19 March ,  1944 - Kl agenfurt, Austria 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 
A .  F ighters : Forty to f i fty enemy f i ghters were observed by the 99th Bomb Group 

( B-17 1 s )  on its mi ssion of March 19,  1944 to Kl agenfurt , Austri a .  These were divided about 
two FW190 1 s to 1 ME109. 20 - 25E/A attacked the group begi nning at Cal je ,  south of Zagreb 
and continuing for 35 to 40 mi nutes to the target. 

Al l attacks were from the rear, five to seven o ' c lock and no frontal or s i de attacks 
were reported .  the bulk  of the attacks were wi th rockets from FW190 ' s ,  flyi ng i n  el ements 
of four. The rockets were fi red by one ai rpl ane at a time and not i n  vol l eys as occurred on 
March 18 at Vi l l aorba . Most of the rocket f i r i n g  E/A stayed out of range of 99th guns , 
usual ly 1 , 000 yards out. The firing procedure was the same as March 18 . E/A fl ew l ow and to 
the rear and then. drew up to l evel , poi ntfng the nose of the A/C and l obbi ng rockets i n  
toward B-17 rear . Home rocked attacks were i n  pairs ,  but most o f  them were i n  fours . The 
rocket-fi rers pul l ed off to the l eft i n  the break away and came back to reform . Some E/A, 
after fi ring thei r  rockets came on i n  fi ring 20 11111 shel l s . 

I ni ti al attacks appeared wel l -coordi nated , but not too aggressive . They were , however, 
persi stent. After i nitial attacks ,  the coordi nati on was not noti ceab l e  and attacks were 
ragged .  Two crews reported a formation  of 12 FW190s attack ing the group ahead ( 2nd Bomb 
Group ) wi th rockets . Thi s  formation was flying i n  el ements of fou r ,  company front.  After 
firing rockets , they cl osed i n  with machi ne gun fire . 
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Some E/A were observed cl imbi ng i n  front of the formation and then flying to the rear 
of the group. They then attacked from the rear . No bel ly tanks were observed and most crews 
were of the op i n i on the fi ghters came from Yugos l avi a .  Photographs were taken of a n  
a i rdrome near Zagre b ,  which hel d an estimated 40 E/A. Crews had not noticed thi s  l andi ng 
ground or afrdrome previously .  Coordinates are on photographs .  No bel ly tanks were observed 
on E/A today . 

The 99th group was fl y i ng at an  average of 22,000 ' when attacked . One crew reported 
s i l ver, i ncend i ary di scs be i n g  dropped , but there was no confi rmation of th i s  s i ng l e 
observation . 

A few of the new FW190 1 s wi th the " i n-l i ne" engi ne with radial cowl i ng were observed. 
Thei r mark i ngs and appearance l ooked l ike P-47 ' s .  They had a foot-wide whi te hand ahead of 
the vertical s tabi l i zer on the fusel age i n  about the same posi tion as P-47 i nsignia .  Some 
ME109 ' s  had red spinners wi th yel l ow bands around the mi ddl e of the dark col ored fusel age . 
Some 190 1 s were dark gray or bl ack . Most of the E/A stayed so far away i t  was difficul t to 
get accurate descriptions .  

B .  Fl ak : Over target thi s  Group experienced moderate to i ntense , heavy accurate fl ak 
o f  both oarrage and track i ng types . I n  addition to the regul ar bl ack bursts whi te bursts 
were observed at a higher altitude . Fl ak from Zagreb and Kapl ovna M/Y al ong the tracks was 
l i ght, sl i ght and i naccurate. 

Fl ak was a l s o  encountered from Cel te mi dway between Zagreb and Kl agenfurt, al so from 
south of Kl agenfurt A/D around city general ly which was heavy , moderate barrage type .  Some 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION :  22 March, 1944 - Verona M/Y 

I .  ENEMY RES ISTANCE 
A .  Fighters : Shortly after l eaving the vicinity of Rimi ni  enroute to the target, 3 FWlOOs 

were observed but did not attack and soon di sappeared from view. Whi l e  on the bomb run and 
whi l e  about 6 mi l es from the target 3 ME109 ' s  were seen i n  the di stance but did not attack. 
About the same time , at 1556 hours , a s i ngl e FW190 made a frontal attack on one section of 
our formati on . The E/AC came i n  from 1 2  o ' cl ock h i g h ,  d i v i n g  bel ow the a l t i tude of the 
formati on then pul l ed up to fi re at our A/C from the front and l ow .  Th i s  attack was 
unsuccessful and one of our gunners shot the E/AC down i n  fl ames.  

The FW190 that attacked was s i l ver col ored whi l e  the ME109s seen were s i l ver grey . 
B .  Fl ak : Over the target the Di amondback Group experienced i ntense to moderate heavy 

flak of tfi'e'l5arrage and track i ng type . Fair to accurate as to al titude and defl ection . Four 
a i rcraft were sl i ghtly damaged by thi s .  At target wh i te bursts were noted bursti ng  
approximately fi ve hundred feet above the bl ack bursts . 

Returning,  thi s  group recei ved few bursts of l i ght fl ak from Cesenati co ( 44 ° 12 1 N ,  
l2°25 ' E )  21 ,000 ' al so at Ferraro at 1613 hours heavy sl i ght i naccurate was encountered. 

100 Flak guns al ong the coast between Rimf n i  and Mi l anomar resemb l e  arti l l e ry type 
guns dug i nto the sand, they fired but reached only 12 ,000 feet. Flak over the target was 
as briefed . 
I I .  SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

C .  Ai r :  1540-A 8-17 ahead of our group, h it  by fl ak , on fire then exploded. 2-3 chutes 
seen to open . 

1545-2 B-17s of group ahead shot down by fl ak . A total of 3 chutes seen . 
1554-A B-17 of group ahead burni ng and goi ng down over Verona , no chutes .  
1559-A P-38 i n  fl ames , seen to crash on ground i n  target area. 
1600-A P-38 goi ng down , on fire, at target. No chute . 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION :  March 26 , 1944 - Steyr 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 
A.  Fighters : None . 
B .  Fl ak : Thi s Group di d not reach the target, as they turned back prior to f t ,  due to 

weather .--ifowever fl ak was encountered at Ljubljana which was heavy , sl i ght and i naccurate 
as to a lti tude and defl ecti on . I n  the area of Novo Majto at  45 ° 49 ' N ,  1 5 ° 1 0 ' E  e nroute to 
target ,  they encountered heavy moderate fl ak ,  accurate as to a l t i tude out off on 
defl ection . 
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SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 28 March ,  1944 - Verona M/Y 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 
A .  Fi ihters : Wh i l e  neari ng  the target at 1 140 hours , 8 to 1 2  ME109s and F.Wl90s 

attacked t e formation wi.th rockets , cannon and machi ne gun fire at 20 ,000 to 23,000 feet. 
The E/AC attacked the formati on from 12 o ' c lock high and l evel , comi n g  i n  4 to 6 abreast 
and f i ri ng  what appeared to be two rockets from each aircraft. They then broke away i n  a 
wi ng-up to the l eft fol l owed by a dive at about 500 yards.  Some A/C then returned i n  2 ' s  
and J ' s  and made an additional pass from the front. The Group of 4 A/C attacked from a l i ne 
return formation at 12 o ' cl ock h igh .  The E/AC fire was not especial ly accurate and before 
the escort broke up the attacks, which l asted 10 mi nutes , no damage had been sustai ned by 
our A/C . 

B .  Fl ak : Over the target thi s group experi enced i ntense accurate heavy fl ak . Both 
barrage aricrtracki ng type. Twenty three A/C recei ved mi nor damages from fl ak . F lak over the 
target was greater i n  i ntens i ty than experi enced i n  pr ior  attacks on th i s  target, 
i ndicating the poss i bi l i ty of addi ti onal batteries . 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 29 March , 1944 - Turi n 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 
A .  Fighters :  Whi l e  approach i ng the target on the bombing run , 7 to 10 ME109 ' s  and 

FW190 ' s  were seen at a di stance , approaching from the north . These E/AC did not appear to 
attack the formation al though l ater, just over the target, two AC made a s i n g l e  separate 
pass  at our formation comi ng  i n  from high out of the sun. Each broke off the attack by a 
sharp turn and a dive whi l e  approximately 400 yards from our ai rcraft .  One of our AC was 
hit by a 20 MM shel l with mi nor damage resulting .  

B .  Fl ak : Wh i l e  over the target our formation reported getti ng  moderate , heavy 
i naccuraterl ak . Some wh i te puffs were observed .  One of our AC was hol ed with l i ttl e 
damage . Some l i ght fl ak was encountered from Spez i a  and rather i ntense , heavy fl ak was 
observed at Elba Isl and . 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
Mi ssion : 30 March , 1944 - Soffa 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 
A .  Fighters : As our Group reached the IP ,  10 to 15 ME109 ' s  and FW190 ' s  were first seen 

approachi ng from the East .  Our A/C recei ved a total of 9 or 10 encounters which were not 
parti cul arly aggressi ve and proved i neffectual . The attacki ng fi ghters never made more than 
one pas s , these comi ng  i n  an u ncoordinated manner from 1 1  and 1 o ' cl ock high,  4 ,  6 and 7 
o ' cl ock l ow.  Our escort drove the A/C off and fu rn i shed good protecti on . One E/AC fi red 
rockets from 5 o ' c l ock l ow at 900 yards , the other apparently not us ing them. FW190 ' s  
pai nted s i l ver col or were observed, whi l e  the ME109 ' s  were pai nted dark green or bl ack 
some wi th red and some yel l ow sp i nners and a few had yel l ow wi ng tips . One FW190 had i 
yel l ow tai l and two were pai nted a l i ght sky blue. 

B .  Fl ak : Over the target on ly  moderate , i n accurate , heavy fl ak was e ncountered. 
Enroute to and from the target heavy , sl i ght to moderate i naccurate fl ak was encountered at 
Vranjo ,  Vladick fhan , Skopl je ,  Pri aren and  Kr i l jevo .  Two of our A/C had very minor  fl ak 
damage . 

Secret 
War D i a ry of the 99th Bombardment Group ( H )  Headquarters 

Month of Apri l , 1944 

Ap r i l 1 -- Ai r eche l on members  of the new 48 3 rd Bomb Gp . att a c hed to u s  
u nt i l  t hey get thei r own f i e l d  beg an  t ra i n i ng  c l a s s e s  tod ay , w i t h  o u r  offi ce rs doi ng  t he i n s t ruct i n g .  At the s ame t i me �l,9 n s  we re compl eted to g i ve t hem o u r  o l d  F ' s  i n  e xc h a n ge for t h e i r brand  �G ' s .  The 483 rd i s  h a v i ng  much the s ame expe r i e nce t h at we had , i n  t h at the a i r e c he l on i s  separated from the  g r o u n d  eche l o n  the  l atter  be i n g s omewhe re on  the  h i gh sea s .  

, 
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Apri l 2 - - We made o u r  f i rst mi s s i on tod ay w i t h  
Bomb G p .  I t  was t h e  fi rst t i  me we h a d  seen s o  
t he s ky ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e re had  bee n a few a round  
need the G ' s  bad ly  to  reach  such  t a rgets as  
Austri a .  

t h e  new G I s of  t h e  48 3 rd 
ma ny new s i l ve r  p l anes  i n  
p re v i ou s l y .  Act u a l l y  we 

the one t o d ay Stey r ,  

Ap ri l 3 The t heat e r  was c rowded ton i g ht for the mov i e ,  "Top  Man , "  
featuri ng  j uveni l e  pl ayers . 

Ap r i l  4 - - C h i ef top i c  o f  i nt e re s t  i n  group  now i s  the c h a racter of  o u r  
mi s s i on s . Yesterday we b l a s ted Budapest a n d  l a i d  a beaut i fu l  patte rn of 
bombs over a g roup  of fact ory b u i l d i ng s  t u r n i n g  out Mes s e r s c hm i tt s .  
Tod ay i t  was  B u c h a res t ,  and  t h i s batt eri ng  of  the wea k - k need B a l k a n  
c a p i t a l s ,  e s pec i a l l y i n  v i ew o f  the  c l o s e nes s o f  the R u s s i a ns , met w i t h  
wi de approva l . 

Apri l 5 We cont i n ued o u r  batte r i n g  of the  Ba l k a n s  today by h i tt i ng 
the ra i l road ya rds at � P l oe s t i  i n  a h i g h l y  s u c ce s s ful  r ai d .  Aft e r  four  
d ay s  of  maj o r  ope rat i on s  it  was  ca l l ed non-op  for tomo r r o w .  Th i s  after-
n oon  a USO stage s h ow p l ayed i n  the ope n a i r  i n  the  347th squadron  a re a ,  
a n d  fea t u red a MC , a ma gi c i an , a n  acco r d i o n  p l aye r a n d  a g i r l  s i nge r .  
Mov ie  toni ght was "Rati oni n g , "  with Wal l ace Bee ry and Ma rj orie Mai n .  

Apri l 6 The 483rd  Bomb G p .  i s  conti n u i ng i t s t ra i n i ng p ro g r am wi t h  
t h a t  they f l y  goo d ,  pract i ce m i s s i o n s , and  the vet e r a n s  a r ound n ote 

ti ght format i on s .  

Apri l 7 - - I t  l o o k s  l i ke s p ri ng  i s  he re 
wea r  and  beg i n  t o  t h i n k  about  k h a k i s .  
and  i n  Foggi  a drew g reat crowd s . There 
the morn i n g ,  but the al l c lear came qui ckl y .  

to  s t ay a n d  we shed  heavy u nde r­
Good F r i d ay serv i ces on  t he base 
was  a red a l e rt about 4 a . m .  i n  

Ap r i l  8 Anot h e r  USO st age s h ow i n  t he sq uadron  a rea t h i s  afternoon 
was much  l i ke the  one a few d ays a g o ,  feat u r i n g  the  i nev i ta b l e Mag i c i a n ,  
accordio n pl aye r ,  s i n ge r ,  et c .  Mov i e  ton i g h t  was  "Jack  Lond on , "  wh i ch 
d rew bi g c rowds i n  an t i c i p ati on  of  a good s h o w ,  but  t u r ned out  t o  be 
p retty wea k .  The re was a red a l e rt at about  1 1  p . m . , but  a g a i n t h e  a l  1 
c l ear came qui ckl y .  

Apri l 9 E a s t e r  S u nd ay , and  most men I s thoug hts t u r ned t o  c h u rc h . 
Catho l i c  s e r v i ces at  the group  chapel  we re pa cked . t o  the doors  a n d  
beyond , whi l e  t h ro n g s  gathered i n  the  open a i r for  P rotestant  s e r v i ces , 
he l d i n  the s hadow of a wrecked J U  88 . Be i n g n on - o p , i t  was  a l azy day , 
o n l y  mar bei ng  the  overcast  s k i  es that  s h u t  out  t he E a s te r  s u n . Before 

T/ Sgt . Art h u r  D .  Cox , geni a l  e n l i sted c h i ef of  group  phot o ,  was  sworn  i n  
a s  a second l i eutenant  i n  the a d j u t a n t ' s  offi ce . Another red a l e rt at 
about 11 toni ght , but no enemy pl ane s .  

Apri l 10  - - The g r ound Eche l o n  of  t he 483rd Bomb G p .  h a s  a r r i ved after  a 
24- day boat t ri p ,  a n d  the new o u t f i t  i s  p repa red t o  ope r ate , u s i n g o u r  
f i e l d a n d  o u r  faci l i t i e s .  They h a ve t he i r  own f i e l d ,  where mo s t  o f  t h e  
g r o u nd eche l on i s  stat i oned , but  appa rent l y  i t  i s  n ot ready f o r  u s e  yet . 
The  newcome rs got thei r t a s te of  a red a l e rt at  1 0  t h i s mo rn i n g ,  but  the 
a l l  c l ea r  came s oon . Show t o n i ght  was a docume n t a ry , " Batt l e  of  
Britai n . "  

Apri l 1 1  I t a l i an s  a re mak i n g  p rogre s s  o n  a s h owe r house , bei n g  
e rected c l ose t o  a wel l i n  back  o f  o ne of  the farmhouses u sed a s  a n  E M  
barrac k s . When t h i s  i s  compl eted i t  wi l l  d o  a way w i t h  the nece s s i ty o f  
mak i n g  tri ps t o  Foggi a for showers . 
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Apri l 1 2  W i t h  the  h ot s u n  po u r i n g  down e v e ry day t h e  roads a n d  
a i rf i e l d t a x i ways of  o u r  b a s e  are  t u rn i ng  i nt o  a f i ne  d u st remi n i scent 
of  North A f r i ca . Take  off  and  l a nd i n g n ow ra i s e  a h u g e  c l oud  o f  dust  
o ver the  b as e ,  j u st  l i k e o l d  t i mes l a st  s umme r .  An d anyone who  tours  
t h e  squadrons  by J eep comes back  l oo k i ng  l i k e  he ' s  been  t h rough  a f l o u r  
m i l l . L a rge c rowds t o n i ght s aw t h e  O rs o n  Wel les mel o d r ama , 11 J a ne  Eyre , 11 

with the great man himsel f and Joan Fontai ne .  

Ap r i l 1 3  The 483rd mou nted i t s  f i rst  m i s s i on today , attack i n g  a 
cement p l  ant  at Sp  1 i t , Yugo  s 1 a v i a , w i t h  good s u cc e s  s and  n o 1 o s s e s  • A 
MAAF photographer  came out to  t a k e  p i c t u re s  a ft e r  t he i r p l a n es were down 
and  Col . B a rt o n , t h e i r CO , obl i ged w i t h  a few fl a k  h o l e s  i n  h i s  s h i p .  
Al t h o u g h  h e  f l ew a new B- 1 7 G ,  most of the  s h i ps on  the  ra i d  were o u r  o l d 
veteran s ,  and  i t  s eemed odd t h a t  they s h ou l d  be  co n s i d e red mak i n g a 
f i rst m i s s i o n .  

Ap r i l 14  Headq u a rt e r s  e n l i s t ed m e n  t h rew a dance ton i ght  i n  t h e  
comb i ned off i ce rs c l ub a n d  EM  m e s s  ha l l .  There  w a s  p l enty of  f ree beer 
and mus i c  by the 99th Group orchestra . 

A p r i l 1 5  O n l y  sma l l c r owd s for t h e  mov i e  t on i ght , 11 I s  E v e rybody 
Happy , 11 with  Ted Lewi s and h i s  orchest ra. 

Apri l 16  -- The h e a v i est  combat b l ow to  group  came today when t h e  deputy 
commande r ,  L t .  Col . Wi l l i am J .  Hea d r i c k ,  was l o st  l eadi ng  a r a i d  on  
Bel g rade , Yugo s l a v i a .  Oth e r  p i l ot s , report i n g  the  worst  fl a k  they

1 s 
experi enced i n  s ome t i m e ,  s a i d  Col . Head r i c k 1 s s h i p  was  h i t  i n  t h e  wi ng  
a n d  sent  pl ung i n g  s t ra i ght  down to  c r a s h  i n  a burst  of  orange  fl ame . 
Only two chutes were seen . 

Ap r i l 1 7  Won de r of  wonde rs , s ome Coca Col  a s howed u p  t od ay , enough  
for a bot t l e pe r man . Bott l ed i n  B a r i , i t  l ac k ed t he c a r b o n a t i on of  
U . S .  co k e ,  but tasted  good a nyway , espec i a l l y  s i nce i t  was  our  f i rst  i n  
a yea r .  Movi e ton i ght was John Ca rradi ne i n  11 Gangway for Tomorrow . 11 

Apri l 18 -- A rout i ne day . 

A p r i l 1 9  Mov i e  ton i ght  was  11 We 1 v e  Never  Been  L i cked , 11 a st ory about 
Texas A.  & M.  Col l e ge and i ts cont ri but i on i n  t u r n i ng  out  so l d i e r s .  
Col . L au e r ,  ou r C O  and h i m s e l f a Texa n , professed t o  be ba ff l ed t h a t  the  
h e roes of  the  mo v i e ,  after  g radu a t i ng  f rom a s c hoo l  t rad i t i ona l l y  a rmy ,  
wound up flyi ng for the Navy . 

Apri l 20 A powe rful  expl o s i on a l o n g  about  d u s k  s e nt everybody 
h u r ryi ng  t o  l oo k  at a g l ow i n  t h e  s ky i n  t he d i rect i on of Fog g i a .  We 
found out l ater two Wimpys had wrecked at Foggi a  mai n ai rd rome . 

Ap r i l 2 1  - - Wh at we hope i s  the  l a st  word i n  group  i n s i g n i a  began  to  be  
p a i nted o n  rudders  today . Fortunatel y the  new one  reta i n s the  d i amo nd 
t h at g i ves the g roup  i t s  n i c k n am e ,  1

1 D i amondbac k s . 11 At t h e  top of the  
rudde r now goes  a b i g Y i n s i de a d i amond , b l a c k  Y on  a w h i t e  d i amond for 
camo u f l a ged pl a ne s , and w h i t e  Y on  a b l a c k  d i amond for s i l ve r  p l a n e s . 
At the  b a s e  of t h e  rudder  we g o  back  to  the  o l d  system of  Roma n n umera l s  
d e n ot i n g squadrons  I for  the  346t h ;  I I  for  the  347 t h ; I I I for  t h e  
348th a n d  I V  for t h e  416t h .  A l o n g  a b o u t  2 a . m .  t h i s morn i n g  a W i mpy 
c rashed near the 348th area , but fortunately mi ssed the tent area . 

Apri l 22 The 483rd Bomb Gp . p u l l ed o u t  t od ay w i t h  t he i r p l a ne s  and  
w h at g round  p e r s o n nel  h a d  been  s t a t i oned h e r e . T h e i r l ea v i n g  took  a 
severe  s t ra i n  off  ou r mess  h a l l s .  Mov i e  t on i ght  was  Kay Kys e r  a n d  h i s  
band i n  11 Around the Worl d . 11 

" - _ .:. ,  ,,.., 

2 5  

Dear George:  
This is  my vers ion of two �is sions that ! flew on. I' m s orry after 

40 years I can' t remember na::1es or places too well. 
After we were shot down we were waiting around for a new plane. 

Ma jor L owry, who was in charge of the 346th , sent word down for :ne to fly 
waist  gunner. I loaded up ::1y gear and went to the plane. It was a new one 
that had never gone out on a :niss ion before. I looked at t he wai st  guns. 
'rhe metal feed was too long ,  reaching fro"'.1 the a'T.E1nition box. I told the 
other waist  gunner that if t :1ey din' t fire, I would let hil"l'l fire and I Would 
feed. Jue.t then the engineer walked through and said '! I can' t find my para­
chute}  Remember, if we have to  ba il out , I' ll ride t he las t  man down piggy 
back. "  

After we took off, fighters hit us for a short t ime. .Vhen we went 
through the target area we didn' t drop our bo�.1bs. ·;ie turned again and ca:ne 
around for the b omb run. The fighters hit us for a few .. 1oments. Then there 
were no longer fighters but flak as we dropped our bo 0:1bs. As s oon as  the flak 
stopped the fighters came in again. Like I predicted, the guns would not fire 
unt il I would feed the bulltes up by hand. Sack and forth, fro!'ll window to 
windovi I would feed the ammunit ion and he would fire • 

. After we landed the engineer tripped get ting out of nis turr et 
and hurt his back • • • • • I never heard or saw him after he left for t he hosp­
ital. 

This same crew was the one that crashed a few days later ,  except 
Ma j or Lowry who was not flying or t he eng inee r who was laid uo. 

There was a plane abd brew that had gone on its firs t "'lis s ion and 
the tail gunner got shot up pretty bad. They took tlie day off s o  our crew 
t ook over. The tail compart'nent and the bullet-proof glas s had been hit by 
20mrn 1 s and made it hard to  see thro:ig:-1. 

Our :--niss ion was s outh or · Leghorn, Italy and it was July 21 , 1943. 
On the way ba ck fighters hit us from the tail. ';'Je riloved our format ion to  

a coJ1pany front. ·rhat ::neant we were flying wing-tip to wing-tip. 'I'hat let 
all t he tail gunners have a crack at it. Four cane at us at a t ime with their 
exploding 20mm 1 s .  Four p icked us and four pi cked the end of the line. As soon 
as they would peel off, four "'1.0re would hit us with exploding 20 r.un' s. I glanced 
over at the other s ide of the line and the las t  nlane was losing power and 
backing off fro•:1 the for D.a.tion. I fired unt il one gun qui t and the f ighters 
quit too. I raised up :ny armor plate to  reveal the guns and there we re only 
10  rounds left in ea ch eun. One had a broken bel t ;  it  took two se conds to fix. 

Just then the pilot called and asked where was that plane that had been hit. 
"He is about a ::1ile behind and t o  the right 1 1

, I said. "He looks like he is 
heading for Sicily. " But he was heading for Africa instead. 

. I'he next 'lorning we heard what had happened. They were ::naking a 
landing on a field on the coas t of Africa and jus t about touchdown when a B-25 
was t aking off in the opposite direction. rhe pilot g ave it the gun and stalled 
out and the 3-25 pas sed underneath. fhe B-17 cra shed head on into the ground 
and caught fire. • • • All crew members were killed. I1heir ten t  was right 
next to ours. '//e went in and ·'llade piles of tbings that belonged to  to.em, 
like · ·1011ey, et c. 

About six ."lonths later, back ho::1e in t he States , I was ass igned t o  
B-2!�s and taught the Er:1.e1•s on nose turret. They sen t t1e down t o  Laredo , Texas 
from .iflounta in ;iome ,  Idaho. Crews were coming in from :Surope by the train­
load. I was in the ?X one day and a fellow I vaguely remember fro:'!1 about a 
year ago came up to  me and sa id,  "I  got a letter fro,::. ( the ball turr t gun.1er ) 11 

" I  thought he was dead. '' I said, 1 1 Yes ,  I ' m  sure he's dead. !! 
.de about-fa ced, walked uwe.y , and dissappeared into the crowd. On the back 

of :1is A-2  jacket was printed in bold letters 1 1 RIC'YERS VICTERS ) .  
Yours , red. 

'rheodore R. r-Iaid, 1800 Elizabeth St. H3, Albuqµer qµe ,  H .M. 8 71 12 
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uear l:ieorge ; 
I got the  l ate s t  b u l l et i n  yesterday and I see you are l oo k i ng for i nformat i o n  

regard ing  our " Shutt l e  Run" i nto Russ i a .  I h appened to be on  that run and wi l l  g i ve  you a 
rundown from my d i ary and what ever e l se I can remember .  

My m iss i ons 15 and 16 ,  June 2 ,  1944. Col . Ford L auer P i l ot .  Br i g .  Gen . L aurence 
Co-P i l ot .  We l ed the  5th  W i ng and t h i s  was the  f i r s t  of an oper a t i o n  ca l l e d  
F . R .A . N . T . I . C .  F i rst t arget - Debreczen H u n g ary .  Dest i n a t i o n  - P o l t av a  R u s s i a .  Th i s  
fl i ght was compr i sed of 140 B-17 s ,  the comp lete 5th W i ng of the 15th Ai rforce. We h i t  the 
Oebreczen mar s h a l l i ng yards  w i t h  exce l l ant resu l t s .  The  force of our bomb s was so 
concentrated and so great that the ent i re red roof of the  s t at i on was seen to r i s e a 
s i g n i f i c ant  h e i g h t  before i t  d i s i nteg r ated . We d i d  have some fl ak over the target and 
heard a number of bursts w i th the c h ar acter i st i c  ratt l e  of the  s h r ap n a l  as i t  e i ther 
g l anced off or went through  the w i ngs  and fuse l age .  A B-17 from the 97th Bomb Group 
expl oded just off the t arget area for unknown reasons .  We fl ew on i nto Po l t av a  wh i ch i s  
l oc ated i n  the Ukr a i ne and about 65  mi l es southeast of K i ev .  A most i nterest i ng operat ion 
to say the l east .  

Our stay i n  Russ i a  was an exper i ence al l i ts own . We were appal l ed by the i ncred i b l e  
amount o f  damage and d i struct ion wh ich  Pol tav a  had suffered a n d  t h e  p l i ght t h e  c i t i zens  
h ad been p l aced under  d u r i.ng the  per i od of t i me when they were bei ng occupied by the 
Germans . The c i ty i tsel f ,  was pretty much i n  r u bb l e ,  yet , the  c i t i zens  of Po l t av a  had 
c arefu l l y  c l eaned up and repai red the Town Square wh i ch was a beaut i ful  par k .  They had 
flowers b loomi ng and the grass was we l l  kept . One other thing that i mpressed  u s  was the 
f act  t h at al l the ch i l dren were c l ean. We cou l d  not help but not i ce the s i ng l e  track the 
R us s i ans  were on then . Women u s i ng p i nch  b ars  to move  r a i l road  f re i g h t  c ar s  i nto  
pos i t i on s  where they were u n l o ad i ng t hem .  They were off l oad i ng steel mat runways and 
these are extremely heavy . Yet , these Russi an women were h and l e i ng these  b a l e d  up steel  
mats wi thout the benef i t  of any type of machi nery . I met a Russi an p i l ot who was a woman, 
a t al l  person , and as strong as any man . Even at the tender  age of twenty I cou l d  see 
where t hey were g o i ng and the awsome control that. the Russ i an government had over those 
peop l e .  Real l y  had them between a h ard p l ace and a roc k ,  so to speak . Germans on the  one 
h and w i t h  t h e i r  terr i b l e  t reatment , and thei r  own government wh i ch l i teral ly owns them 
l ock ,  stock and barre l l . Cert a in ly  not the American way of l i fe and a very d ef i n i te and 
powerful exampl e  of what we have as c i t i zens of the Uni ted States of Amer i c a .  

June 6 ,  1944 , my m i s s i on No . 17 . R adar s h i p  232733 . P i l ot Col . Ford Lauer . Target -
G a l et i Roman i a  a i r f i e l d .  Th i s  m i s s i on was  . P u l l e d  from Rus s i a  and was  t he  second 
F . R .A . N . T . I . C .  mi s s ion .  Our bomb l oad was of frags .  We got  exce l l ant cover ag e  of t h i s  
a i r f i e l d  and caught  a number o f  German ai rcraft on the ground . We d i d  have a problem 
with c l usters of these frag s  h angi ng up i n  the bomb bay w ith an awful l oad fal l i n g he l ter 
s k e l ter from the bomb bay when the Bombardi er sal voed the l o ad to cl ear the bay .  When we 
returned to Russ i a  the Russi ans seemed great ly  e l ated . I d i d  send the bombs away mes s ag e  
i n  and thought for a few fl eet i ng moments that maybe we had real ly hel ped their cause . Of 
course , the reason for al l t h i s  e l at i on was the l and ing  of our troops at Normandy . 

On June  1 1 ,  1944 we f l ew back  to sunny southern I taly.  Our p i l ot ,  Co 1 Ford Lauer , 
General L aurence , co-pi l ot ,  A i rforce l ead aga in  and the f i nal m i ss ion  of F . R . A . N . T . I . C . .  
Target was F a c s a n i  Roman i a .  We h i t  th i s  t arget wi th good resul ts runni ng i nto some fl ak 
over the target . A B-17 from the 97th Bomb Group apparently took some batt l e  d amage and 
bec ame a s t r ag g l er .  An  enemy f i ghter c l osed i n  and shot them down . Noth i ng out of the 
ord i nary except that i t  was a l i tt le  rough . I t  was cert a in ly  some contrast to get back to 
the heat and dust of Fogg i a  from the cool green of the Ukr ai ne of Russ i a. 

George , maybe th i s ' l l  hel p .  Hope th i s  f i nds  you better , we ' re pray ing for you and we 
pl an to see you and Marth a  i n  Houston . 

S i ncerely;  
Joe KeIUDy 

2 7  Ch ambersburg ,  Pa .  
5265 Wayne Road 
Feb .  27 ,  1984 

Dear Secy. 
I n  your l ast  News Letter you expressed  the  de s i re for i nformat i on on the Shutt l e  

M i s s i o n  to  Rus s i a .  I f lew on  that mi s s i on a s  d i d  several other HQ  dep ar tment  heads . As  
Group Commun i c at i on s  Off i cer my j o b  was to he l p set up a Commun icat i ons System at  the 
Russ i an Ai rf i e l d .  

I am send i ng you a copy of my vers ion of the shuttl e miss i on obtai ned from my d i ary. 
I hope that i t  wi l l  be of some use to the Soc i ety . 

Best Regards : 
Samuel B .  Hess 

SHUTTLE TO RUSSIA 
A shutt l e  serv i ce of bombers from I t al y  to Rus s i a and back aga i n  was i n augurated th i s  

week .  Bombers of the F i fth Wi ng ( 16th A i r  Force) l eft I taly on June 2 ,  1944 , r em a i ned  i n  
Russ i a for n i ne days ,  then returned wi thout loss to I taly. The Ba l k ans were heav i ly bombed 
on both journeys . 

The whol e  operat ion had been pl anned ahead i n  c l ose cooperat ion wi th the Russi ans . We 
got up at one o ' lock on the morn i ng of the second of June and were br i efed c ar efu l l y for 
two hou r s  on the target we were to hit enroute to Russ i a. General Twi ni ng was present at 
the bri ef i ng  and l et us  know that th i s  was to be the most important m i s s i on of the  war to  
d at e .  He  sa id  that future operat i ons i n  Rus s i a depended l argely upon the resu l ts of th i s  
m i s s i on .  

We took off at the  c r ack  o f  d awn and our  ass i gned  target was a r a i l road yard and 
j unct i on north of Bud apest . It was a c l ear day and the sun was s h i n i ng .  We were  d eep i n  
enemy terr i tory and near i ng our t arget . T hat i s  a c r i t i c a l  t ime , a s  you can expect 
anyth i ng ,  f i ghter s ,  f l a k ,  or both at a moments  not i ce .  We were  two m i nutes  from the  
t arget and  the bomb bay doors were al ready opened . We cou l d  l ook down thru the doors and 
see the c i ty below. It l ooked to be a qu i et pl ace, w ith no act i v i ty on the street s ,  of 
course  from near ly  f i v e  mi l e s up i n  t he  s ky not much cou l d  be s een .  At l ast  the  
Bombard i er shouted over the  i nterphone , " Bombs Away" , and the bombs s t arted to drop  out  
every few seconds .  The f i rst bomb coul d be seen h i tt i ng the corner of the ass i gned target 
and the roof of the bu i l d i nq b lew off . About three hundred tons of bombs were dropped on  
the  a s s i gned  targets  by the  four part i c i pat i ng groups of  Bombers.  When the photographs 
were made , i t  was found that the target area was wel l  covered . No f l ak or f i ghters  were 
encountered on the m i ss ion .  

I t  was imposs ib le  to  see any s i gns  of act i on as we crossed the  Russ i an border , but as 
we came down from h igh  al t i tude we began to see s i gns of act i on below ,  wrecked towns and 
v i l l ages wh i ch h ad been r azed i n  the R u s s i ans ' " Scorched Earth Pol i cy" when they were 
retreat i ng .  

I t  was r ai n i ng a s  we approached the c i ty of Po l tav a ,  our shutt le  base .  From the a ir  
we cou l d  see the peop l e  come out to  greet us . We went down l ow.  The g reat s q u ar e  i n  the  
town and every street was bl ack with f i gures . We coul d see them wav i ng and supposed th_ey 
were shout i ng too . 

The f i r s t  t h i ng t h at i mpressed u s  was the  greenness of the country. I t  was very, 
much l i ke the country i n  the states . Th i s  c i ty was l ocated i n  t he  heart  of the  Ukra i ne 
wh i ch i s  the bread basket of Rus s i a .  We saw red c lover growi ng there and pl enty of potato 
patches , even i n  the streets of town . 

The  l an d i ng f i e l d  was l arge  and up to date .  I t  had been used by the Russ i ans as  a 
trai n i ng f i e l d  before the war . Al l of the main bu i l d i ngs were destroyed , and we l i ved  i n  
tents t h at were wa i t i ng for u s . The actual runway was made of steel matt i n g ,  wh ich  h ad 
been l ai d  for us pr i nc i pal ly  by women .  Two of them wou l d  carry a l arge secti on of mat t i n g  
as i f  i t  were pl ay .  We had heard a lot about the work the Russ i an women are do i ng ,  and we 
found  t h at noth i ng had  been ex agger ated . They do the  s ame work as men , and do i t  
cheerful ly.  

R u s s i a  h as i t s WAACS too . They are h u sky ,  we l l  b u i l t ,  have no make-up,  and wear 
serv i cabl e  uni forms a l ong with sturdy b l ack boots .  These women d i d  mo st  everyth i ng t h at 
men so l d i ers d i d ,  i n c l ud i ng guard duty. It l ooked funny to see g i r l  so l d i ers march around 
with l ong r i fl es on the i r  shou l ders .  The r i f l es had f i xed bayonets ,  and the total  l ength 
must  h ave been s i x  feet . The men l ooked r ather raggedly  cl othed , but thei r un iforms were 
c l ean . Two thi ngs i n  part i c u l ar stand out about these Russi an serv i ce men and women .  The.v 
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WING LEADER 1956 J. E. John s on 

The German s fell into the trap of trying to onerate their f ighters 
in formations of up to sixty strong, the s ame size as one of our Balbos of 
five s quadrons. .1..'hese cumbersome gaggles denied to the enemy fighter pilots 
those es sential and inherent qualities of their aircraft - spee d, surprise 
and �anueverability - an d they fell easy prey to the ranging and aggress ive 
American fighters. p. 48 

I have f oun d it pos sible to make a detailed check of some of the 
claims of  a well-kn own German who has been called ' the unrivalled virtuoso 
of the fighter pilots' . His greatest day in the Western Desert was on 1st  
September 1942, when he claimed seventeen victories, eight of them in the 
space of ten minutes. But our own records show that on this day we lost a 
total of only eleven aeroplanes, in cluding two Hurricanes , a type which the 
German pilot did n ot claim. In fact ,  s ome of  our los ses occurred when he was 
on the groun d. p. 265 

Nex.t door to the beer- cellar was a lavatory with t he usual conven ­
ien ces; but there was something which puz zled us for a few moments ·. ..1.·here 
were a line of porcelain basin s about three feet apart and smaller than the 
usual han d-basin s. 'lhese basin s had large outlets an d no plugs an d on either 
side were chromium han dles which were obviously meant to be gripped by the 
han ds. 

" What the hell a.re those things?1 1  demanded George. 
"Don ' t  know, " I an swered qs I gripped the two handles. " Surely 

they can ' t  be t o  vomit • • • •  11 

" Th k II ey are, you n ow, exclaimed o ur kn owledgeable Scot. " The Krauts 
ealled them Brechbrecken. i•hen they got full of beer they s taggered in here 
and got rid of it. 'rhe Roman s used to do the same thing after tick� ling their 
throats wit� a feather! Very han dy, you kn ow! " 

And then staggered back for more, 11 I said. 
" I ' ve seen everything now, 11 said the Canadian. 
I thought that we should never fully un derstan d the men tality of 

a people who deemed such things necess ary in an officers ' mess. But if Celle 
was a typical example of the German f orces ' pre-war standard of comfort and 
living, we could fully understand .. _ how Hitler had swun g the generals t o  his 
cause. p. 280 

BU L L - E T I N S 

HORRIDO Toliver 

The story of Marseille ' s  most remarkable day in combat is best told 
by quoting a contemporary German document. The book Die Wehrmaeht ( The Armed 
Forces ) was published by the Germa n High Com..-rnand in 1942. This account has 
a sense of immediacy to it, and faithfully records some of the feeling of those 
days on the German side: 

A SINGLE MAN FIGHTS A BATr LE 
THE B[ GGEST DAY IN  THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN MARSEILIB 
The accomplishments of  the Luftwaf fe in the North African campaign 

will require a special page of'  glory when the hist·ory of this war is  written 
s omeday • • • •  Only a single day in the life of this flyer will be des cribed : 
l Septembe r 1942, the day on which Marseille succeeded in shoo�in g down sev­
en teen enemy aircraft by himself, an achievement unparalleled in the short 
history of e.eria.l war ,  • • • p. 106 

For obvious reason s I get this guy•s  b00ks at the secon t-han� store. 
Anybody who ean ign�re Wing Co:lllllander John son' s book while writing the nistery 
of the German fighter force is a bit too single-minded fDP me. But perhaps 
it is expeeting too mueA; after all only 12 years intervene. Tlaere ' s always 
semebody wh& deesn '  t get the word.. J e o. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL - MA�CH 1985 

1985 Dues , $10 �· This includes the 1985 Newsletter. 
Back co,ies •f the Newsletter are available fer $5 per y•ar fer 

• 81� ' 82�, • 83�, • 8�� 

IAME�--����������������SQUADRIN� NEW 

ADDRESS RENEWAL ����������������������������- ��� 

CITY���������������STATE�������ZIP������-

Mail te Walter Butler, at 8608 Belleaaven Place NE, Albuquerque NM 87112 
Make eheek payable te 99BGHS. 

Again, we invite you to be part of the fellowship and camaraderie of those who served and 
are serving in the Fifteenth Air Force. You will be most welcome and certainly among 
friends. 

�------------------------------------------------, 

I FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

New Member ___ _ Renewal ___ _ Date. _ _____ _ 

Name ________________ ______ _____ ____ � 
Rank 

Mailing Address 
Number/Street City/State 

D Annual Membership ($ 15) Check Enclosed (Tax Deductible) 
D Life Membership ( $ 150) Check Enclosed (Tax Deductible) 

I D Life Membership Installment Payment $ Enclosed 

I D Active D Retired D Separated D Friend of Fifteenth 

Zip Code 

I 15th AF Unit Date 15th AF Unit Date 
j./3 I Mail Check and Application to: {) f'h .aGj 

I
L 

Fifteenth Air Force Association • P.O. Box 6325 • March Air Force Base, CA 92518 qr Jfl 
I ________________________________________________ ... 

Vi·va ti 5J+h Be. 

O ur 15th Air Force Ass o&iation is n ow well-established, but there 
are a f ew stragglers who haven' t gottem the werd. geo. 

T A PS 
3-0NDE R, LEROY C. : aka LEROY C .  GUSHROSKE J2 57 NW 98 Terrace 

J?embroke Pines, FL 3302 4 
Dear Members of the 99th: 

I regret t o  inf orm you that my husband, Leroy C .  Gon der ( aka: Leroy 
C. Gushros ke )  pas sed away October 22, 1984 of a heart attack. 

He flew 51 combat mis sions. as a radio-operator gunner with the 
416th - 99th Bombardment Group. 

He has been inurned in the Columbarium at Arlington National Cem-
etery. Doris E. Gon der 



F o r w a r d i  ng a n d 
Re t u r n  Po st a g e 
G u a ra nt e e d  

J�O . Gri z�ell / 
1 1 )  • \) ! t i ' /'t • • J i  , · c n n  v ovo Bu-s t LaJrn .1a ,n10 lm I Uardirnl.u .OJI lr.�171 · :  , __. . · 

I 

C h an ge o f  A d d res s  

/985 

Ma r 8 5  

E.E .  1111Iike 11McClow P . O . Box 2229 Frisco CO 80443 
Adrian P .  Wilson 358 Greenway Rd. t:emphis TH 381L7 
Claude A .  Wilson Rt . 3, Box 577 Cooners town NY 13326 
J.H. Bradford Rt . l ,  Box 199 C She ff ield AL 35660 

Vincent E .  Shallk P . O .Box 848 Pah�a HI HI 96778 
Riehara A. Stack P . O .Box 877 Appleton WI 54912 
Raymond L .  Nestor 

F Q U N  D 
191 La Reina Newbury Park CA 91320 

519 Joseph Chonody 3787 Collinwood Lane West Palm Beach FL 33406 347 
520 G .F .Ruagg-Stoe�kl�n 44,10 Liestal-Gunhagstrasse , Swit zerland Ass oc . · 
521 Chester F .  McPherson 3112 168th st. SE Bothell WA 98012 4i6 
522 Jeff Millstein 10 Montague Tttrrace Breoklyn NY 11201 Ass oo .  
52

, 
Josepa c .  Freeland 3639 Redfern Dr. Indianapolis IN 46237 348 

52 A .D. Terrel 1213 s .  Harvard Perryton TX 79070 
52 Alee J. Cortez Box 656 Weoiville TX 75979 346 
S26 J•hn G.  Toth 3935 S .  Ir�nwood So.  Bend IN 46614 347 
;27 Andrew A .  Huy 511 E .  Melbeurne Ave . Melbourne FL 32901 
528 NoYis w. Womack 2615 Crestline Big Spring TX 79720 34.e 
529 Geor1e Araelean 1885 Orlam•• St . Intianapolis IH 46208 3�6 
530 Hal. M. Terry 601 Shaaow Weo« Dr. K�sciusk• MS J9090 3�8 
531 Merritt Morrison 131 Exmoor Pontiae MI 4805� 348 
532 Jehn F .  ( Jeff) Waguespack 1423 Tulip Ave . McAllen TX 78504 346 
513 Alvin M .  Suemnicht 603 19th st.  Belleville IL 62221 

53 Joe Gonzale s 1930 w. M�nolia San Antonio TX 78201 416 
53 S1mon 'Derraan 1000 Roo�eyelt Ave . Noblesville IN 46o6o 
53 Joseph R. Carr<,ll P. O .Box 5130 Grove City , FL 33533 416 
5.J7 Clarence Yi. Brown 3101 E .  Colorado Ave . Denver CO 80210 347 
$38 Pre4 G. Hueglin 18 Mas sa Lane Edgewater NJ 07020 346 




