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REUNION NOTES
99th BG April 24-25 Albuquerque, IM

Contact Thomas J. Gamwm, 12225 Victoria Falls MNE
Albuquerque, MM 87112; Phone 505-296-7075
99th BG Muskegon, MI
Cont.c¥ Earl Silvia, 7540 0ld “hannel Trail
Montague MI h9i37; Phone 616-89L-1601
JII1 3ombardiers Ocean City MD
Vontact %1lliam Burneski, éSS E. Lincoln Ave.
Mt. Vernon, NY 10552
L5185 Aug. 7 Colorado Springs, CO
Contact Robert Karstenen, 1032 S. State St.
Marengo IL 60152
Ex-POd's ,July Colorado Springs CO
Contact P.0.Box 517, Fountain CO 80817

2BG Sep. 17,82 Hampton VA
Contact Phil Glassman, 1209 Helmen Dr.

- South 3Send IN W6615
Big 19685 Seattle WA
Boeing 50th Anniversary
Bash of the B-17

973 G Sep 16,82 sSt. Louis MO
Contact David J. Stumpf, 2900 2. “handler Ave.
Evansville IN L4771

PROGRESS REPORT

Kembership, Feb. 3 Financcs

vembers, 291 Balance 5 Dec. 59l Lo

Prspects 161 kisc. Supplles _263,67
Newsletter -199,02

Dues & Yonationsg
3alence 1 Feb. 785,80

Thanks to the 152 members who have sent in their 310.00 dues for 1932,
Recelpt will be acknowledged by the mumber 1932 in the upper right hend
cogner of your adiress label,

Speclal thamks to ¥ood, Goodale, Moore, Collins, Bradley, deffran, kurphy,
Sam Duna, Leudemann, Capone, kcClow, Shupe, Trapuzzano, Yarina, Carlock,
Siayder, .1111s, States, and Kaufuan for donations in addition to dues.

NE'YS
l.ike Yarina underwent further hip surgery on Feb. 10th at Rapid City.
At this writing ae is starting a 3-week walt to determine the erficacy1
of the operation. e and Lettie thank the friends who have called ?ur ng
i ike's lengthy convelescence. \ {xve 1s flat on his back again; they've

taken away his cane.
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Dear George-

I"m rather slow in answering ybur nice letter and I

enjoyed your tellimg about your early daysin old Mejlco

the backpacking and chld camps. I'm alittle old for back-

packing but I made two hunts in Alaska where I got a fine Dahl

Ram and three different hunts in Wyoming for antelope and mule
and o@e for elk when I got a near record head in the Big Korng

Mts west of Sherldan. Those Mts are too steep for me to climb

any more.During my tour in Wiesbaden Ger '48 to 'S1 I guess I
walked over most of the hills between Heldelberg and Kassel

hunting Boar,Ger elk and Reh buck deer.

Did you ever contact Jim Flex navigator on the crew of Dean
Shidlds as flown across the Atlantlc from Palm Beach? He wrote

me recently-lives in Dickénson Tx, owns Flex Enterprizes there
and made a lot of money selling Tennis Elbow and 4loe Vera cremes
made from processed Alow Vera from the Aloe plants. He 1s 62, in good
health,BPllZ/?Z, has 6 children,13 grandchildren and made 13
trips to Italy to visét his many relatives there. I told him

to write you if he hadnt heard of the Historical, Soclety as

I didnt see his name on§ any of the lists. He, Burrell and @orge
@oyle were on thelr way home at Oudna when I encountered them

as I was returning to Italy after R&R in the States and they
volunteered to Join me for further Stay. Of mourse I was glad

to get them and they came back and Jolned me in the nwew 304th
wing that was newly formed and based around Ceringnola. They were
an immense help in getting the 4 groups of B-24's that began
arriving the next day after my return. 454,455,456,and 459th.

I Jjust recd a Thanksgiving card from Col Wayme E Thurmen who
transferred from Blllot Roosevelts photo outfit and Jjoined us
at Navarin and I checked him off on the Marsellle rald as a
leader.Hehad served wlth me in the 99th squadron at Mitchell
and I knew him well. He 1s vacationning in Hawall and sald he
would try to make the next Reunlon. He lives in ERIE CO. Also
I will try to make 1t too as my wife 1s pining for a trip and
1f our old Pug dog(16) makes it thru the winter, we may try to
traller to Albuquerque if the weather 1s ok and we can make
ready to travel. Betty has a slster in fulsa ,2 Nleces anda
Nephew tljere and My old hunting Buddy in Ger,SMSGT Wacherle
lives 1nAlbufquerqge and I know others in Amagillo etc.

Dl bellin flep o Y4 L3 The Hireg E5
4 Alegqrd Mo o Lowse

January 14 1982 31 parkland Road
Mona vale 2103
Sydney, Australia

Dear George:
Many thanks for your letter of December 26, and the interesting

enclosures. My thanks to Mike Yarina too - considering the circumstances
it was more than thoughtful of him to pass my request along. I hope
he's on the mend.

I'm getting right back to you in case you can find space
for my requests in your March newsletter. If so, I'd like you to
forget my previous letter and publish some or all of the highlighted
passage below...I'll keep it as brief as possible.

I'd like to hear from anyone who recalls the March 1944
“swap" of the 2nd Bomb Group's B-17Fs for 99th Group B-17Gs...one of
the airplanes the 99th received was Road Hog, with 84 missions on her.
Does anyone recall the reason for the trade?

Sometime in 1943 a gun-laying device known as APG-5 was
tested on some MTO B-17Fs. Do any gunners recall this in the 99th?

Did Flak Ha; carry the serial number 23023, and what
was her total mmber of missions?

Does anyone recall the name of B-17G 2320442

That covers my general requests quite well, and thanks,
in anticipation.

I'll be looking forward very much to the informatiom on
Ben Warmer...I'm interested in the full story, and of course date,
his pilot, and the airplane name or number if you have it. (If not,

I can eventually find it in official files if I have the date
and the pilot's name.) :

I enjoyed the newsletter items very much, particularly the
item from Frank English. That's quite a story. 1I'll follow that story
up through the official files.

I have added the B.T.0 to my listing of B-17s, and will loock
forward to any of this kind of material (names and tail numbers) which
you can come up with, either organized in a list or simply scattered
items. On a separate sheet I'll list the 99th B-17s I have listed.

I also have a microfilmed list of all World War II combat losses,

and will pull the 99th items for you if you feel it would

be useful. No plane names mentioned, or crews - it's just date and
tail number, and whether aircraft MIa or salvaged for battle damage or
other reasons. 1It's a great research tool for me, but might be

of limited use to you without the personal aspects. Let me know,

I'll be happy to do this if it will help.

Thanks again for your help ~ I'll try to justify it by
my treatment of the 99th.s story in the book.

stiwishes,

Sthae Big&ﬁﬁ;

Tk Cane Dear Steve;
Thank vou for your interest in the 99th. Since your list of planes

more comprehensive than =my own, I am publishing your list,

veer General Upthegrovc; will make an effort to obtain additional information froa letters and pic-

‘e are all overjoyed that you are going to try to come to tne reunion. tures in our files and from letters from members., I promise to keep you
Al rackerle called one night last week, and I invited him to the shindig informed regularly, and the list will appear in the newsletter froa time
andtsent him a newsletter and prowised him another. to ti-e.

_fo1 Germ 1s doing an enorious amount of very effective work on this red Sincerely
union, nd it pro:ises to be a real good one. e are considering one eves George
inaAwith the local 8AFiS chapter,(a bandquet with the.1,)and then another
99th dinner too. fnyhow, it will e a memorable get-together. ‘e are alll $So, fellows, here we go with an aireraft list waich will consist of nawe,

quite excited at the idea of getting to see yow again. ' number,

history soie day, it will oe largely because of Jim!'s efforts.
sincerely
George
Jell, fellows, it looks like a real big reunion. See you there.

b7 - s and infornation on crew @mbers.

fes, I wrote Jim Flex at once, and he responded with sove lovely his- | letters, and will get it onto the list when the rush is over. This list
torical material which has gotten us involved in searching out data for will be the beginnings of our Group lilstory.
posterity and for Steve 3irdsall. So if we are able to print a little 99 your info to Steve in Australia.

George

¥eanwhile I

is

e have some information.in our

I will be pleased to forward
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Steve Birdsallt's List 993iiIS List

99th GROUP B-17S Achtung

Axis Ass Ache
42-3189 BTC o
42-5061 ~ lost November 10 1943 3ad Yenny
42-5389 - Never Satisfied, 348th Squadron Balsanal
42-5419 - Whizzer Bugs Bunny
42-5856 - to Switzerland October 1 1943 Cotton-eyed Joe
42-29469 . o . Dirty Gerty
42-29472 - Sweater Girl {121 missions I believe) Sarthquake McGoon
42-29473 - Yankee Docdle 21 Alamo
42-29494 Fearless Fosdick
42-29502 - B,T.O. Flak Dodger
42-29513 - EI Diablo Flak Happy
42-29526 - Bugs Glittering Gal
42-30126 - to Switzerland October 1 1943 Gravy Train
42-30705 ileaven Can Wait
42-31877 ~ transferred to 2nd Group Hunter's Answer
42-31889 - transferred to 2nd Jig-Jig
42-32023 - Flak Happy Lady Luck
42-32028 - lost July 31 1944 Lethal Lady
42-32033 - lost October 13 1944 ¥iss Fury
42-32035 - lost April 24 1944 Never Satisfied
42-32041 - lost July 2 1944 Nobody's Baby
42-32044 wueenie
42-32065 - lost April 16 1944 ﬁagged 3ut Right
42-32092 I Te
42-38084 - Sweet Pea - transferred to 2nd Group fs{g;)gﬁzru;xlriee
:::g;gg Sortie Line
. Swamp Girt
y g4 Sweater Girl

Tout Suite
44-6430 Vv
44-8164 Weary 7illie
44-8187 -Wonder Bird I&II

Dear George,

Yankee, Doodle

5520 Lido St.  (346th)
orlando, Fla, 32807
Dec. 21, 1980

Happy to get your newaletter. I'm glad someone took the Bull by the Horns
and got a move started for a reunion. After hearing from you, I got a dbunch
of stuff out of the closet & remembered a lot of things about our days in
'Foggla #2.' Darlin Brewer (shot down on April 5th) was my drinking buddy.

I made 58, & came home--stayed 60 days & went back. Here is my check-please

keep me informed.

Dear Herb,

Holiday cheer-=God Bless
Herbert G. Peacock

As I might mention to one, and all, before proceeding, your note, written
on the inside of one of the prettiest Xmas cards I've seen, including the
1981 five dolliar dues; for the year 1980, was too good to pass up.

It is my firm belief, as I've told George, that all letters, regardless of
‘age,' should be answered, and yours is no exception. Sorry I couldn't get
to it sooner, but I'm sure you understand!

You hit it right on the head about George, and the Bull, That can be taken
two ways, but I'1l go along with your version, Herd. ain't it the truth, as
they say! You sure put in your time, snd more, I see. You are also keeping
informed, via the newsletters, and I will aleo add, a lot of remember good
old Tortorella, not to mention Algeria, and Tuniaia! Old Man Brewer, and I,
have written each other; also talked on the phone, and one day, we'll get

together, He 18 a card--what a sense of humor, as I'm sure you'well know!

By the way, in closing Herd, I will mention the fact that on your 1981
Application, etc., there is a notation (in your writing, it looks like),
‘March thru Sept. '44,! Did that mean your let tour, or the total? Any-
how, hope you, and yours had a good 'bird' day, and let me, on behalf of
George, and the rest of us 99 ‘kids,' wish you, and yours, one of the best

X-mases ever,

Sincerely«-=
Frank English
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99th 3omb jroup Three-Iundred-: ission Log - liovembar 19h!
Hiistory - Still in the ilaking
Life with the 99ta at nome and abroszd
Courtesy of Rex L. .ireathouse, 34633

On the first day of June, 19l12, at Orlando, Floricia, zcert of the equin-
nent was located for a groun which still nad no sersoancl. .he orders for
the activation of the 9;tu Bombardment Grcun () were cut and later the
equipwent was transferred to l.acliill :'ield, Florida, to 3Zarl:sdale, La.,
and to Pendleton, Crs=,.

It was on the 75th of Septeiber 1342 that orders were cut at Gowen l'ield,
Soise, Idaho, activating ttie personnel froa tile £9th Jombardrient Groun of
the 2nd Air Force to for: about a Z{ percent strength of the new group fro:x
tae 6th, %Brd, 52nd, and li1lth squadrons. hes2 squacdrons foriied the nucleus
of the 3lL6th, 3ﬁ7th, 38th and l116th Squadrons in that order.

Golonel Fay . Uptaegrove was designated as the Group Comwander, and
Lt. Col. Leroy A. Aainey as Ileputy Group Comrander.

Ueparting froa Gowen i'ield on the 26th of §eptember for Walla Jalls,
‘+ashington, the advance detail and part of tae equioment arrived and tae
real work of the Group began with the arrival of the rest of the cadre oy
the end of the month. Additional ground personnel arrived from tae Salt
Lake Gity Army Air 3ase Replacenent Center in Utah.

In the sionth of CGctober, the Group received 12 flight leaders and their
crews. Flying one plane per squadron, with the Squadron Commander and a
model crew flving each, the winimum number was increased during the month
to 10 aircraft for the 3roup.

On Lovember 10ta four Operations Officers were assigned to tne Group
from Gowen Field.

So, becouse of the poor weather, the Group -sved from “ialla Jalla to
Sioux City, Iowa, to couplete its second phase of training at the base where
it was alread7 scheduled to take third phase training. The mowemnent took
place in the =middle of Iliovewber. Adding =ore aircrait and crews, as well as
acquiring about 75 percent of the ground crew's total strength, the Group,
by the 13th of the month, really becsme a working organization.

The Group lost its first crew and aircraft during an aceident in training
on November 30th wien :o. 286 crashed 3 miles from the field.

All the eqaipment was packed and ready to go between Decenber 31 and
January L, and the ground echelon entrained antidst a driving snowstor: of
blizzard proportions for satellite fields at i#itchell and Watertown in South
Dakota. <The 3l3th, lldth, and *q. Squadrons went to the former, and the
346th and 3),7th headed further liorth to the latter base.

Meanwhile tne air crews went to Salina, Kansas, arriving on the 5th of
January, 1943, for the final stage of air training. Frow the 7th to the
13th, the combat crews were on leave while the ground crews "huip, two, three,
foured" and got in some sack time at the satellite bases with 'no planes,
no work, no nothing."

The”flight echelon flew to DeRidder, La., after returning fron the leaves.
Despite some little engine trouble and what-not coming overseas, the trip
via .orrison Field, Fla.; 3orinquen, Puerto Rico; Atkinson Field, Georgetown
3pritish Gulsua; Belex, 3razil, (waere a couple of the 3l;8th ships collided
and were 1eld u» for repairs) to Yundum Fiéeld, Batbhurst, Gambia; and fina-
11y across the Atlantic Ocean to larrakech, lioracco.(Editor's Note: This
is what the man says). Three of the Squadrons proceeded to Oran and the
3l,7th followed later.

At the La Senla AAB, Algeria, the crews got final brieféng and witn the
various lectures felt themselves ready for comwbat oy !.arch and two squadrons
each proceeded to the 30lst and 97th bases. After the work was coileted
on the @roup's own field at lavarin, (not far from Constantine) the crews
and aircraft ioved in.

ileahwhile the ground crews still in South Dakota until the latter part
of February, sweated out the rumored furloughs and after much ado received
a six-day "furlough" without travelling ti-:e to be taken eithr at the time
of changing stations fron South Gakota to “inker Field AAZ, Oklanoma City,
Ckla., or from the lestter base upon arrival. N =

In Iarch the 3roup's ground =en were considered "processed and proceeded
to Caap Kilmer, ifew 3runswick, New Jersey, arrivinz .arch 19, 19l3.

lieasles seemed to se the order of the days at Kilme? and some of the barr-
acks were continually quarsntined with ihat diseasek Pﬂikei, ur;%i, %:igures

7aard t obstacle courses, calistmenics, ganes, KR.P., etcC., s M
gu;;geign%éd by passes to hn& forkx City and nearby cities.and towns. E;nally
all was in readiness and after aanv restricted periods, the gpound men were
sacked uo and entrained for .Jeehawken, ,i.J. on tne -orning of the 28th of
April, l@t}. Detrainin;; there, tine Group wasﬂferried tp Stateg.;slgng wnere
tae ‘en and equipwment were vunéled and cran.ed aboard the USS Zdmuna .
slexander, staying overnight in the docks and vulliiig out early in @he Ho;-
ning, the 29th of April, 1943, (avout 99# wonths aso) and the ground echelon

bsilan to draw its overseas vay.
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|
3y sugust 5th our new quarters were well under wav and t-e field at
Judna, near ltiohawedla, a fevw iniles from Tunls was ours.

From Oudna, our first mission was to nessine, Sicilyy, and was nu4ber
61, and we hit the target well. e brought bacit three wounded men though,
so we didn't escape unscathed.

’he big event of August llith was the .30b :iope show at the 301st 3G
field across the way and iany of our venturous souls went over the hills
to see his troupe (of course Frances Langford 1ight have drawn a few of

e wolves----could be).

The 99th's first -<ission to France took place on tne 17th of iugust
when the LeTause 4/D at iarséilles was smashed and «wany eneny aircraft
were caught on the ground with their flaps down. Other damage was done
that cay to hangars and ack-ack batteries.

Axis mentors decided to give us a taste of bitter -wdicine and al-
nost got close enough to us to give us a scare as their aircraft attacked
Bizerte, lighting up the slkies, and the ground crews were made to reali-
ze a little that there actually was a war going on.

Fogzia again was autarget for the 99th on the 25th of August on lio.
66 as we destroyed 1 enemy aircraft on the ground and 28 others were
hit by the Fortresses. e lost one crew of the li16th however, and one
man in the 3L8th was kulled and three others wounded, a 11 because of
flalk from enemy guns,

Lt. Gen. Spaatz and iiaj. Gen. PDoolittle were present at the 99th
field to present the Distinguished Service Gross to Staff Sergeant 3en-

jamin darmer for his record in bagging sevem enemy aircraft on the July
Sth riission.

Tae 3L8th lost a crew and ship over 3ologna on September 2nd. The
seventh of the month will be remembered by the same squadron, for it

lost a bombardier on that attack.

The same day, the Coxmanding Officer of the Squadron, i:ajor iJarren
vWhitaore, and his crew were on their 50th qission as was the veteran
aircraft No. §9L. Wnile over the terget, liajor “hitmore's ship was hit
badly and he couldn't land it at the base, so as the ground crews sweat-
ed out the slowly dropping crew members “chuting” to earth one by one,
the #ajor kept circling the field in h9u and then bailed out himself
| with the ship crashing a few =miles away. All 1l men on the crew were OK

with minor injuries received on landing.

The day of the 72nd mission (to the Frascati 4/D near Rdme) proved
to be a historical one in the course of the war, for Italy was at the
same tfme invaded and the country capitulated on paper.

lission number 88 was the 99th's first mission to Germany end a MNE
factory near Augsburg was to have been the recipient of the bombs but
an undercast caused the Group to turn back. Lt. Francke, a lLibth bomb-

ardier, was credited with L enemy aircraft, and Staff Sergeant Warmer

DRt sbexns d¥td o=t conce?tgsgiogeggegtsEuisances of the peTiPd' Fire-J got credit for the 10th of his career. We lost two crews and aircraft,
im Uh'o @Rea Uzovad uay e, sE= 2 ii1%ted to another explosion at tae Op?nanc, and others were wounded and dameged.
works on the Fourth of July were + fields nearby. Luckily, this tive tnere [ reece was first hit by our bombers on the 9th of October as Salonika
wmp and a large fire in the whea + deal of herd work was necessary to | and Larissa had targets for our bomb loads.
were no cas%ilties, although a grea ) B There was little operational activity from the 1lth to the LBPddof
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The crews with two days rations and supplies followed the ground men.
The mission, to Wiener lieustadt was a washout and the planes and men
returned on the 25th. TIhe men told marvelous tales of the improved con-
ditions in Italy cospared with our dusthole in Africa.

i’ission nunber 100 proved to be an operational flop as far as borb-
ing goes due to a complete overcast over Turin, but credit was given

fo; the mission and the century nark was reached on the 30th of October
1943. L
Generals Spaatz and Doolittle were present for our celebration of

the 100th mission, and tnough rain hespered the festivities it didn't
stop the barbecue and beer party. .

Andther overnight deal was on for the 2nd of liovember and with Sic-
dly as the refueling spot, and Wiener .leustadt again as the target, the
detail was SKNAFUED. .

On the 11th the Group reached the latter target and did a good Jjob
om the aircraft factory there. 3Znroute we destroyed eight ememy fight-
ers and lost norne. .

we had a man wounded and one killed from the 3lbth squadran on the
16th of November, and on the 1B8th, Staff Sergeant Streetman, an aerial
ohotographer of the 3li83th (originally of the L116th), saved a ship and
crew by freeing a lodged frag bomb that would 1ost certainly nave des-
troyed both ship snd crew. With about 30 seconds to go bgfore exvlos~
fon time, he pried the bomb loose with a ~achine gun barrzl and sent 1t
earthward.

Un the 19th the 3-25s of tine 310th 3G left our field and some
ingtons or .ihimpys of the RAF dropped in on us.

Cn the 25th of liove iber came ‘fhanksgiving Bay,
bigrest and best eating dey we hed oversess.

Hell-

and proved to be the
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ve also said goodbye to Col. Uptulegrove as he left our Group for the
USA on DS and Lt. Col. Thurnan took over the reins as Acting Commanding
Officer.

Plans were =ide during the last week for a move to Italy. Payday
brought gold seal greenbacks as the medium of exchange and the francs
82 l.orth Africa were converted to & reasonably accurate facsimile of our

cash.,

The first contingent of men left for Bizerte on the 3rd of December.

\iission No. 112 to Grizzano was flown and both ships and crews stayed
overnight at our new oase in Italy. It was the site of nany wrecked en-
m{ aipcraft, end at the tirme, the base was occupied by South African
units.

‘The big guns could be neard when the rest of the 99th arrived at the
new base, for the front lines weren't so aany nlles away, and the nights
were at first a little ominous, Trips to the wmarshalling yards and vic-
inity were taken and it afforded twie crews an opportunity to see at close
range what damage they had wrought upon at least one o€ their erstwhile
targets. Ailr r,id 4ry runs became frequent and as the fiel really began
to take sihape and tents were erected and offices set Uup, the 99th again
prepared to operate from a wermanent base. Thefirst mission pulied from
the new A,/D was made on Decemoer 1ll, to Athens, Greece.

On December 13th Colonel Charles Y. Lawrence succeeded Col. Upthegro ve
as our Commanding Officer with Lt. Col., Thurman as his Deputy.

“he same day the crews had a rough mission to Augsburg, Germany,
which cost the lives of two men, wounds to four, and 20 were listed as
1.I4, as well as the loss of two of our alrcraft. Jerry paid in the loss
of at least eight fighters.

Oon Christmas Day of 1943, the Christmas parcels to the Axis from
the 99th Bomb Group were to have been e nice load of bombs delivered by
air, but since the weather prevented the crews from seeing the targets,
the presents were returned to the base for future delivery. A super-
duper Christmas dinner was cooked for all ahnds and a large shipment of
«wail and packages came in to boost the @morale of the men no end, Another
happy occurence on Christraas Day was the return of one of the crews bhai 2
was lost on the 19th.

211 sweated put the exvplosions on the 29th as & landing “Wimpy crashed
into a parked one and fires and exolosions followed thick and fast.

Another turkey dinner with fixin's topped off the first day of the
new Vear and everyone wondered just what 19)); would offer.

January found many i:provements in 1iving quarters, 1f not in weather
although a fine sonth was made operationally with 2!y missions comvoleted.

On the 19th andg 20th of the month the Group particlpated in a soft-
ening-up attack on Airdromes in and around Rome and our targets for the
day were respectively, Ciampino and Contocelle.

These attacks were not without reason however and on the 22nd of
January the Allies 1anded south of Rome and the invasion was number one
topic for discussion.

On the 26th of January Lt. Col. Thurman again took over command of
the Group when Col. Lawrence becsme Gommander of the Sth Jing.

January -27th proved a bad day for the 99th as a Wellington crashed
in the Squadron area hurting several men and killing the first sergeant
of that unit, Sgt. Peter .iurey, (later the enlisted men's mess hall was
ne ned turey Hall in his honor and ne wory). For their work in the dan-
gerous surroundings during the accident, elght men received Soldier's
..edals.

Pebruary ushered in a new aonth a%d a new contingent of YATs to town.
Few of the men were in a positlon to make any tédme with them however as
the lads st-tiomed in town took over pretty quickly. Not much doing
olserationally but there were some good movies during the nonth to brigh-
ten up the recreational side of the picture.

On February 15th Cdl. Ford J. Lauer asswned command of the Group,
relieving Lt. Col. Thurman.

February 25th provided us with a fine target for the day. Regens-
burg, Germany, nunber 156, and the target was destroyed with the loss
of four aircraft. ‘e had destroyed 21, probably destroyed two, and dam-
azed one of the enem¥ aircraft in the severe running battle with 150
liazi wlanes that occurred that day.

-arch found a lot of wor'¢ being done on the A/C as the insignia of
the yellow dlamond wnich had earned us the title of "Diamondbacks" was
outlawed and we had this revlaced by a "Y" insiSnia.

Gur own 99ta Bomb UGroup stage performances were given here and at
other units in tae vicinity.

on the 15tz Cassino was attecked, a stronghold for the Germans, and
oir =ission muroer 161 was aighlv successful.

“le wers not too iappy at the exchange deal that sent our nice new
s to the 2nd Bowmb Group in exchange for some pretty we
and ru-oms flew thick ani fasp as to the whys and the wherefores of the

g-r3iignge -

99t Bomb Group Histarical Society Members | May, 1382

Membership directory has been removed for privacy.
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i.emoers of the L83rd 3omb Group arrived with new aircraft (Gs) and
were attached to us for a tive awalting the arrival of' their ground crews.
Later on we got thelr gs and they got the fs that we had. Our first
mlssion in the silver jobs was to Steyr, Austria.
Easter Sunday church services found nearly everyone in attendance
at one time or another during the day. A nice, lazy non-op day was ob-
served on this Sunday holiday.
On the 16th of April, Lt. Col. Headrick, our Deputy Commander, was
lost in a rald over Belgrade, Yugoslavta, as the Group met intense flak.
Cokes put in an appearance on the 17th, and the one-per-man was very
wvelcome after nearly a year sans cokes.
On April 23rd our Group, led by Colonel Lauer, went to an alrcraft
factory at \Viener Neustadt, Austria, and tossed lethal '"monkey wrenches"
M b hi di t intg ‘theEwor'ks,t himpering prfduction of Herr Hitler's Luftwaffe replace-
m ments. ncountering no little opposition from Nazl ack-ack and fighters
e ers p rec Ory has been I‘emoved fOP pPivacyo the Group recelved another Presidential Citatlion later on for thisgmissi(;n.

During April we also got another order on insignia, and a "Y" on
a diaziond background became our designation and mark of recognition.

The Group almost completely destroyed the Varese A/C factory on tae
30th of April on Mission No. 18l and we suffered the loss of two A/C ')
and crews and had six wounded men on the alrcraft that returned.

Lay 12th provided a day for another two missions, as one was pulled
in the morning to the Tarquinia A/D north of Rome, and in the afternoon,
the target most vital at the time was the headquarters of the German Iigh
Commmand in the same area, and the surroundings recelved a heavy pounding
from our —1issiles.

Toward the latter part of the month there spread many rujors about
another "something big cooking". The rumors became fact, as on the morn-
ing of June 2nd a mission got under way and the crews with new uniforms,
couplete with all insignia and stripes, identification, etc., bombed the
Debrecen M/Y in Hungary and continued on to a base at Poltava, Russia.
“hile the men rested, worked, and spread International goodwill among
the Russians, tnose left behind sweated them out, got sack time, swimming
etc,, and waited for their return. They pulled a aission from Russia
and returned to the Stalin base. Coming back to our base on the 1llth,
the crews told tales of Russian hospitality, of wine, women and song,
entertainment, sightseeing trips and, in case we forgot to mentlon it,
they told about the women of Russia.

July was another theatrically bog month as Irving Berlin and his
"Ehis is The Army" show played in the Foggla area for a few days. It was
also a good month overationally as we flew 21 mlssions.

On the 1llth of July, Colonel T.J.Keyer assumed command of the Group
relieving Col. Lauer who went home on DS. Colonel iieyer became 1ll and
after his transfer to the hospital, Lt. Col. Jawes a Barnett became the
Commanding Officer, taking over on the 1st of August.

On August 12, 13, and 1y the Group bombed gun installations on the
northern Mediterranean Coast and it began to look as tnough something
big was in the offing.....and it was. On the night of August 1th a pre-
midnight wriefing revealed the invasion of southern France early the next
~worning. For the first &ime in history our heavy bombers took off in
darkness and arrived at the target just before the first waves of invas-
ion troovs swarmed ashore.

August gave us a total of 22 2lssions and several men returned to
the base after. enforced vacations in PO# camps in Rumania. They were re-
leased when that country capitulated to the Allies.

Hitler's navy received a bad blow on the lith of Beptember as we bombed
Genoa Harbor and sub pens and destroyed at least four of the subs therein.
iiajor General Nathan Iwining, Comtanding General of the 15AAF, was
on the field on the 27th of Septeaber to present the Group witn the stream-

er of the Presidential Citation for its work on the Gerbinl Airdrome

on July 5, 19)3.

lie commended not only the men who flew the missign but also those on the
ground whose work aade it possible.

On September 22, Colonel Lauer returned from the States and once again
assuned command of the Group, relieving Lt. Col. Barnett.

Also in the month of September our Executive Officer, Lt. Col. "m.
Hampton, a member of the Group since "way back when'", departed for the
USA, as did Lt. Col. Lawrence Semans, our Operations Officer. Taeir
2laces were filled by iajor John A. Sarosy, former Group Adjutant, and
Lt. Col. 3ernice S. Barr. Caot. li.i..S€arborough came up fro=n the 3L 7th
Squadron to become the Ad jutant. '

October found the 99th with a total of 16 missions flown, with a
couple of days being "double days", with "Red" and "Blue' forces going
for different targets. The seventh provided targets in Vienna, Austria,
and ilove Zamky, ilungary, respectively. On the 13th, Blechhammer South
0/R at Germany, and the Florisdorf /R at Vienna were attacked in the drive
to cut off Hitler's o0il production and keep his machines inactive.
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Oon the 12th of October, anniversary of the day when Italyts Caris
Columbus 1s reputed to have discovered A-~erica, the Group flew ~ission
No. 275 and in direct support of ground troops dropped a part of the 1.
heaviest bomb tonnage ever to be released in a tactical operation.

A day-and night combination of a double mission day also took place
when, on_the 28th of October, the Klagenfurt, Austria, aircraft factory
and -shemars8hallding yards at Nunich were hit.

In November we were again visited by ilajor GYeneral Twining who pre-
sented the second streamer to the unit's colors as recognition by the
President of work done on April 23, l9hh at Wiener Weustadt, Austria.
He also presented Captain Warren Christianson of the 3L7th with a DSC
at the ceremonies.

Our Group's 300th wission occurred on the 20th of the month of Novw
ember, as targets at Brno, Czechoslovakia were hit. Thus we start upon
another leg of a journey toward the end of the war and start another
page in the Group History.

#

% L % % % %*

s
F3

Thanks, Rex.
% 3+

1. For inclusion in future accounts, we would
of the planes which flew on May 3rd, 19L3.

Where did you put down? Was the plane repairable?

For those who missed that one, it was a gruesome feeling to see the
field fog over as we formed up over it.
2. How about those Ger-:ans captured on the field?
account of that for our filles.
3. We would like to get accounts from everybody who flew on July 5th,43
the Gerbini raid. Any escapees? (besides iHuckabee)

« The April 23, l9h mission to Wiener Neustadt resulted in a second
Presidential Citation for the Group. ‘low atbout some accounts of that on
for posterity? Any escapees?

S. What happened after the 300th mission?

like to hear from each

Sure would like an

Who won?

Remember, we expect to detall the career of each shlip before we are
done, and there is a limited number af witnesses. Vrite now.

LETTERS

To: Donald M. Blankenship, 8605-46th Ave. S.W., Seattle, WA 98136 (347th)

Dear Don,

With your indulgence, I have 2 letters in front of me, from you, that I
will make a question and answer period out of. The 1st letter is dated
Dec. 15, 1980, whereby you enclosed your application and dues for 1981.
Now you know why I'm not retyping same, but will give our Membership
some pertinent facts about you, etc.

Your 2nd letter of March 13, 1981, will be torn apart, also, so sue me!

Ladiee, and (You know what you are), let me say that Don flew out of Foggia
in 1944 ae a flight engineer. (Am I correct, Don?) Going by the 1st letter,
Don's pilot was John Plummer, now retired from the Air Force, and one of
our distinguished membere. Others mentioned were Edward Fitzpatrick, Louis
S. Setek, and Norrie Domangue, Jr. {I know Norrie is a member--on the

23rd of August, 1944, by the way, we bailed out of #282 over the mountains
of Yugoslavia and were picked up by Tito'e Partisans.) He was lead navigator
on a mission with our own Bernie Barr, and suffered a wounded foot. As you
know Don, Norris lives in Paoli, PA; the old address was wrong.

Don retired from the Internal Revenue Service after 30 years, and is now in
private practice as a CPA. Aleo, in Don's own worde--'‘'It just happens that
thie day, 36 yeare ago, I left Naples to return home on a hospital ship.
~Pipally got up to being sent home after the 3rd hit on me at Breslau in
later Auguet 1944.'!' (Where was the 'Charm!, here?) That's the Jjist of #1.

Thia part of the novel relates to the 2nd letter, dated March 13, i98|.

Mention was made by Don, in letter #1, regarding the upcoming reunion that
we had in Albuquerque, this year. In thie regard, Don commended George for
all hie work in getting said reunion together. Wasn't that the truth!

Don, remember when you and I talked on the phone? I thought you were a
pilot I knew, but had the surname mixed up. In your letter you said you
would arrive on the 10th, which you did. I had arrived on the 9th and I
must say it was a real pleaeure, meeting, and talking to you. (Don't
believe I talked to your wife, ae I remember.) Hope you, and the wife
were able to vacation on the way back, as you wished.

You aleo mentioned the Rapid City reunion, Don. Did you make it? I know
you also sald you spent some time there before going to Africa, and then
on to Italy. Your Femark about coming into the group late didn't mean a
thing, Don, as note the variety of times we belonged, going by the mem=-
bers present.

Did you, and your wife get to Itai}U like you eaid, and 'Detour' to the
Foggla area? I thought it quite a coincidence that one of your aseociates'
nephew headed the police department in Foggia.

This about wraps it up, for now., Don't kmow about you, Don-~but I can
hardly wait to oil my ekateboard and be on my way to our next get together
in New Mexico! What with all the people on our Roster, and more signing
up, we will have to uee Kirtland AFB as our stamping ground. I am an
optomiet you know!

In signing off, I trust I have covered all the ealient points in both
letters, Don. Until we meet agaln, the best of everything to you, and yours.
Best regarda, and all stuff like

that there--=-

Your friend---fhe

X
(With apologies to E. Allan Poe’s
“The Raven™)

Was a drove of M. E's waiting.
Waiting all with itching fingers
Just to finish up the score

Once upon a mission dreary

When of combat I'd grown weary

I had flown athousand hours

And was sure to fly some more.
When suddenly there came a knocking
Sounded like some ack ack popping,
Popping like the very devil

Just beneath my bomb bay door

T bad lost my upper turret

And alone, defenseless, worried,
I was the saddest creatuce
Mortal woman ever bore.

And each bright tracer

Coming nearer, ever nearer
Made my spirit sink within me,
Just my spirit, nothing more.

‘Tis some Jerry thought I

Wishing to improve his score

I will use evasive tactics

Even if he does get'sore.

Turning then I saw before me
Blacker new than e’er before

Ack Ack bursting close and heavy
Guess I'd better turn some more.

Then at last to my elation

I caught up with my formation

And the M. E’s turned and left me
By the tens and by the score.

But my wings were tomn and tattered
And nerves completely shattered

And as far as I'm concerned

The war iso'er.

Opening wide { swung my bomb doors
And to my surprise and horror

Tlashing fast and bright below me
Were some ninety guns or more

And above the sharpnel’s screeching

1 remembered then the briefing

When they told us with much speaking
That there were only three or four.

Now my sinus starts to seeping

Every time they mention briefing

And for this they will change my brass
To double bars.

And I have my fun and frolic

And a case of combat cholic

Where in Cairo with the Cossacks
Among the eagles and the stars.

Leveling then I made a bomb un
Which was not a very long one,

For the varsity was on duty

And 1'd seen their work before
Then an engine coughed and clattered
And the glass around me shattered,
And I knew they had my number
Just my number, nothing more.

Now I find the joy of living

And my secret I am giving

To the rest of those among you
Who might care to live some more
For mj sinus starts to seeping
Every time they mention briefing
No more flying, No more missions
No more combat, Never more!!

Then at last the bombs were toggled
And alone away I hobbled,

With some fifty-seven inches

And a feathered number four.

While eutside Iilce ducks migrating Lts. Robinsan, Jobe and Behr.
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BOOK REVIEWS
HI: :itth:ngl -ingavd Jablonski - 1980
rAt-rate pictorial histor :
aroiliants capmmifia: y of' flight from Icarus to Enterprise, with
From page 157, The First warbirds (19
° s y 17)
Alfgward Mannock led the British aces roll with a score of seventy-three.
nough he was regarded as too old (twenty-seven) to make & fighter pilot,
Mannock somehow managed to sign up with the Royal Flying Corps. In addition,
he had one bgd eye, which should also have kept him out, but liannock man-
aged to bluff' hts way through an eye test as well. A careful tactician,
he was a good instructor to young pilots. A realist, he had no interest
in a knightly war. He refused to join in toasts to fallen Jerman fliers
end was once heard to say of one, "I hope he roasted all the way down."
Mannock fell in flames himself after being struck by ground fire.

So much for the goldenage of chivalric combat.

FLYING FORTSSSMartin Caidin

From p. 1 »

Major general pale 0. Smith, USAF (Ret.), a close friend ofythe writer,
flew many missions as a Fortress pilot in Europe during vorld War II (as eomm-
ander 4f the 2nd Bomb Group and later the 384th Bomb Group). General Smith
felt the airplane through each model "got ztronge: gngl;oggmgu&ged. Forts
would take an incredible amount of battle damage &an .

"Once, while enroute to Berlin in a B-17G, a flak shell wen: ;hroigngéht
wing inboard of the Number Two engine and burst above us. Exc:p iogr 8
wing heaviness nothing seemed wrong so I continued with t?e m! iidl . sg :
arriving home we were embzrraassed to finq England socked Tg so lugéily 3
led my Group out over the Wash for a letd¢own over watgr. be§:’sin?1~ file
found a small hole in the overcast through which I le dmy-hgpped D e to Graf-
in a dive, pulling up just above the waves. Then we hedge
tonigrt}%z;wgggrﬁxning my ship the Engineering Officer d1Sii‘{er:ﬁi?g:lgh?:hzavi&ng
wing spar had been sheared by the flak shell, Only the dni Ve Chioudh
together during the T7-hour mission tQ Berlin and back, an n

L€ ; i o
that hole in the clouds." g

BIG WEEK - Glenn Infield - 1974

An excellent account of the air battles of the fourth week of February,
194} by a pilot of the 958G. Infield, who died in 1981, wrote a good book.
Included, on page 186 is the story of the mad gumner of the 95th who was
regularly shooting men in his own formation. Also included is the 15AF

share of the Big wWeek.
gfc

TWELFTH AIR FORCE STORY
FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE STORY Both by Kenn C. Rust, 1975

These two well-illustrated books are included in the iiistorical Aviation
Album and include a wealth of detail on wmarkings of individual aircraft.
The account of 1issions is also quite comprehensive. They are available
for $7.50 each from Historical Aviation Album, P.O0.Box 33, Temple City,
CA 91780. We expect to have a few of each at the reunion as we did at Rap-
id City.

gfc

THE FIRST AND THE LAST - Adolf Galland - 1954
This 1s the story of the German Fighter Forces, told by the General in

charge. Galland was a guest at the BAFHS Meeting in Minneapolis in October
1981. The book 1s an excellent account of the in-fighting within the liazi
ranks, And on page 178 the General says "Even though numerically the Brit-
ish raids against Germany ( in 19,3 ) were still stronger than the Ameri-
¢am and were undoubtedly a great trial for the civilian population, the
American precision raids were of greater consequence to the war industry."

S0 now you know
gfc

ULTRA GOES TO WAR - Ronald Lewin - 1978

Sti1ll another book on the intelligence system that guided the Allles in
target selection. Describes our faillures as well as the successes. Liention
1s made of the Cape Bon Massacre as resulting from foreknowledge through
Ultra that the Me 323s would be coming into Tunisia. And I always thought
it was Jjust an accident that the formation had ammunition left when they
overtoo.k.the Germans. "Jell, well, well.

gfc

13- P.0. Box 230  (346th)
Tomahawk, Wia. 54487
Jan., 28, 1981
Bi George F. Coen:
I was wondering if thia was the same 99th Bomb GP. that was etationed in
Africa, and Foggla, Italy, during WWII.

I was in the 346th Sq. maintenance department. If 80, please eend me more
information ae to time, place, etc.
P.S. I saw this in the American Legion Magazine.
: Yours truly
Verlyn P. Graff

Dear Verlyn
fou get 'i"for effort on all counts, in regard to your letter, eapecially

as we aee you are a member in good standing of our Hysterical Society. It
will be good to see you in April, in Albuquerque, we hope! You will note
there are quite a few 346era in our bunch, both on the ground, and in the
air, so I'm sure you would find a common ground. We appreciate your writ-

nd joining. Hope to see you aoon.
Sasyead. ¢ g Top With all beet wiahea--

Frank English

Harold Greise

Pine River Drive  (347th)

Red Granite, Wia. 54970

May 5, 1981
Dear Harold,
All I found in the letter George sent me waa your application form for 1982.
I saw, of courae, that you were a member, as of the Sept. 1, 1981, Roster,
ao for all intents, and purpoaea, you are a 347th member, in good standing!
Aa regards the date above, I used that from the cancellation mark on the
envelope in which you sent in your application; I aaaume. George, and your-
self, know more about the details of the '2!' being changed in your appli-
cation I'm referring to. (No offense intended.)

At any rate, we are glad to have you aboard alao, Barold. Hope you will
write eoon, and fill ua in a 1little further.

Kindeat regards

Frank English

4210 Deepwooda Dr.

Austin, Texas 78731

March 7, 1981
Dear George,
We won't be able to come to the reunion thia year because of previoua com-
mitmenta, but enclosed is $5.00 to help cover mailing coata.

Hope the reunion ia a big aucceaa, and I hope you will keep ua informed.
Sincerely
Jeaae P, Wheeler

Dear Jesae,

It waa good to hear from you. Sorry you couldn't make the lat April, Albu~
querque get together, as we had a fine time. Ae I've ealid before, I could
not make the Rapid City one--hope you did--if not, there ia always 19821

In your above note, no Sq. was mentioned, ao I got to checking the Newalet-
ters, and lo, and behold, there waa your name. We are glad you belong!

You will note in the Newaletter, to which I refer, Nov.1, there waa your
name again, among others, in the letter froa J.0. Grizzell, go I.will-as=
eume you were in the 347th, aa waa yours truly.

In aaid letter, I made reference to Doc Newman. He called me the next day,
in anawer to my call, and we had a delightful, if not brief, conversation,
ae he ia eo buey in hie practice. Suffice to aay, he mentioned that he ia
8till in touch with Larry Stuaaer, who waa the 347th Adjutant, I believe,
and who Dr. Newman tells me, lives in Calabasas. I tried to contact larry,
but to no avail, as the telephone operator had no listing. I'll not give
up, however, and will contact Irving Newwan again, aa regards Larry.

Anyhow, Jeaae, thanks for the 'donationm,' and of courae, for joiming, aleo.
So long for thia time--but hope to aea you, and all the reat of the troops,

real aoon.
Yours, in Comradeabip

Frank Engliah
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& LU0/ 99th Bomb Group

Hiatorical Society Reunion
Tom Gamm

12225 Victoria Falla N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87111

Dear Former 99th Bomb @roup Members:

Here are the related detalls for accomodations in Albuquerque on the
April 24th and 25th reunion of our group. 82

We have a bYlock of rooms reserved at the Winrock Inn (Best Western
chain) for Friday and Saturday, April 23 and 24, at these rates:

$35.00 plus 7% tax ($2.45)
843,00 plus 7% tax (83.01)

Single Occupancy
Double Occupancy
(2 beds, 2 persons)
Each additional person in a room one night $8.00
plus tax

There 1s a one night deposit.due by March 23, 1982, for each sleeping
room, including tax, to confirm the rooms. A credit card number or check
will guarantee the reservation. Please send this direct to the Winrock Inxm
and not to me. See the enclosed card for address and your accommodation
needss I have circled the location of the Winrock Inn on the location
guide of the National Atomic Museum flyer, for the people driving to Albu-
querque. Those arriving by plane can ask the sky caps about the courtesy
limousine service to the Inn.

We will have a hospitality room open from about 16:00 Friday, April 23
to greet and refresh the group members and their guests. We will also have
this room open after the meeting Saturday.

There are tentative plans to join an 8th Air Force reunion group for
a banquet on Saturday evening. George Coen is working on the details of
this event. He will also include the planned agenda in his newletter.

On Sunday, there will be a Mexican buffet at the Winrock Inn at 12:30
for a real taste of New Mexican cuisine. The cost of this 1s $10.65 in-
cluding tax and tip per person.

¥e are asking each member to prepay a $10.00 registration fee to cover
costs of the refreshments in the hospitality room and other incidental costs
of the reunion. If you will send a check for the amount to me:

Thomas J. Gamm
12225 Victoria Falls N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87111

Please send this check plus $10.65 for each person planning to attend the
buffet by 10 April so I can finalize the arrangements with the Inn.

Be_geeing you,

2o A ppern

Tom Camm
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LOST AND FOUND
LOST ;
Ben Warmer San Francisco CA
FOUND
282 Harry Gipson IL 61953 347
283 James C. Phillips PA 15108
28§ Richard J. licGee MT 59h0% 3h6
285 T.C.Papermaster MN 55 3L7
286 Alvbert Richter TX 76640 348
287 Carol Ii, Fair 1A S1L01 AM
289 Jansen R. Davenport FL 32780 ﬁué
290 Adrian P. Wilson TN 38119 L16
291 Alphy ¥.Sitman La 70h41 3&2
292 H.J.Clanton ™ 75227 3l
293 George Vaitkus PA 15801 346
29l, Harvey A, Leudeman MI gﬁo&} HQq.
295 Pete Bromel IL 60510 348
296 Philip J. Roy NY 1462l a}e
297 Mhike hicClow NM 87110 Ll6
298 Fred H. Henry OH ugozz 37
299 John P, Trapuzzano NJ 08Lh02 348
300 C.L.Roarty co 80215
301 Glenn H. Saalfeld CA 95691 347
302 John D. Carlock GA 30736 347
303 J. Verstraete MI 49508

Claude Seila, Navigator of the Rambling Raider, shot down Aug 25, 1943,

TAPS

After being freed from PC/V Camp Claude became an attorney,
residing in Lenoir, NC until his death from leukemia on
December 21, 196&. The Seilas had three sons.
from Claude's mother, Annie, of hll 3oule-
vard, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Admission free.

George Beukema died Feb, 19, 1963 of a heart attsck at the home in Chi-
cago, leaving a wife, one son, and a daughter. George
was a mortician and had attended the 1961 reunion.

froum George's sister, Jeanette Beukema
9716 S. Karlov Ave., Oak Lawn, I11. 60453

Sat. 29 January 1982
This is to inform you of the demise of my husband,
Lt. Col, Oswald "Ozzie" ‘Wetzel; 15 Air Force, 99th
Bomb Group, on Jan. 2, 1932.
He was dedicated to his family,
his country.

0.C."0zzie" Wetzel

USAF, and to

sincerely

Mrs. Wetzel

Wext Newsletter - Mav 1
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