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Reunion Schedule

“ie were not able to get the proposed Winter Reunion under way and it
has therefor been cancelled by arreement of the Group at Rapid City.

Albuquerque, Ki., April 1982, Txact date will be set before publication
of notices. Contact Thomas J. Gamm, 12225 Victoria Falls Ni, Albuguerque
New Lexico, rh. (505) 296-7075

Fall, 1932, tuskegon, i.ichigan. Contact 2arl Silvis, 7540 01d Channel
Trail, lontague iichizan, LgL37

1 ISSIOH REPORT

Thanks to 1ike and Lettie Tarina the Rapid City reunion was a :ost neqiorable
event, filled with a succession of wonderful individual items to rexmenber.

Fride night the Group went bv Charter 3us to _.ount Rushmore for the inm-
pressive lighting cerewony, a very beautiful service indeed.

Saturday began with a buffalo breakfast at the Cirdde B out in the lovelw
Black lIills. e were then treated to a slide show on the ~aking of 3lack
Hills gold jewelry, followed by a business meeting, at which it was decided
to have a Fall Reunion in 13532 at iluskegon, .’ichizan with Zarl Silvis, Tom
Xead, and Joe Chance as hosts. (Thanks, fellows).

i.r. and i'rs. rddie Jackson then gave a fine exhibition of puppetry, with
assistance from .artha Yoen.

sne evening banquet featured a delightful organ prograa with dancing.
41ldon Y.hl had nade heroic efforts Yo locate the werds to the Air Corps Song,
which none of the 9 th seermed to know, and George Cepek kept the Group roaring
with laughter at his jokes.

On Sunday the Group visited in the area. liartha and I, together with Rex
and 1dith Yreathouse visited the Badlands ilat.onal Monument, and by lionday
we had all dispersed.

The Reunion represented an enormous azount of effective work on the part of
tLike and Lettie, and the Group is very grateful to them.

lank and llarie ?Parks were unable to attend because Hank had the miseries.
dowever, Hank assures me that he is feeling fine again and that he and l.arie
will see us in April.

Tne droup sent General Upthegrove a card with best wishes. Je will con-
tinue efforts to schedule a reunion nearer to Bradford.



Ing. Gaffarelli Alessandro
Viale Mantegazza 51
RIMINI (Italy) 47037

Rimini 5 April 1981

The 99th Bomb Group Historical Society
2908 Aliso Dr. N. E.

Albugquerque, N.M. 87110

U.S.A,

Dear Sir

For some time I have been interested in the history of
Rimini referring to the years of the Second World War and parti=
cularly in the history of the air-actions carried out by the 15th
Air Force over this town in the period of time from November 1943
until June 1944,

In order to get inherent documentations I contacted the
Historical Section of the Department of Defense of Washington
and they let me have some interesting records; nevertheless, in
spite of my searchs, I have not been able up to now to find detai=
led documentations suitable for a complete and faithful reconstrucs=
tion of the historical events of that time. So I am now trying
to find recollections and diaries of the pilots and air crew mem=
bers who served in Italy during the Second World War and took part
in those war flights.

I should be very grateful to you if you would kindly inform
me whether the 99th Bomb Group Historical Society keeps memories,
diaries and recollections referring to the war-flights over
Northern Italy and particularly over Rimini; in the affirmative
I should 1ike to know whether it is possible to have copies of
those documentations. Of course I will reimburse the expenses
for postage, photocopies, etc.

A1l the inherent news shall be very interesting for me
(targets, number of aircrafts engaged, bomb-loads, flight dura=
tions, times and dates, losses, enemy interference and results
of the operations).

Moreover I should be very glad to be informed if you lnow
names and addresses of veteran pilots who took part in the above-
mentéoned air actions of the 99th Bomb Group in order that I can
write them and ask them (if possible) their reminiscences.

Thanking you in anticipation for your kind reply, I am

Yours faithfully

Caffonall Ll cnsne
vear Signor Gaffarelli

Curs is still a fledgling organization and 1s mostly devoted to social
events. ZIlowever, we are receiving a few items of interest, and I will be
pleased to furnish coples of them to you as we identify them.

Thank you very much for the pictures, especially the one of the 9Gth
taken from the ground. “e were very proud of our close foriation flytngz

As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, it is hard to remember any par-
ticular incidents against the generalmental exhaustion of combat.

5 A Sincerely
George F. Coen, I'.Z.
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Mr George Coen
2908 Aliso Drive NE

Albuquerque
New Mexico 87110 28th July 1981

Dear George

A very belated thank you for both your letter and your most
informative news letter. I note with interest the gradual
accumulation of a 99th Bombardment Group 'archive' from the
personal reminiscences of 99th B.G. veterans and the memora-
bilia they kept from their days in the US Army Air Corps.

You may already know about the large collection of film held
by the National Archives in Washington DC showing the 99th
and other 15th USAAF bomber units in action during the
1943-1945 period and the photographs held nearby by the
Defense Audio~Visual Agency in Crystal City. Qur programme,
"Auschwitz and the Allies",will include combat film showing
the 99th in action - it is very impressive footage, not
showing perhaps the grimmer aspects of daylight bombing
operations and the sometimes heavy casualties ipcurred among
the bomber crews but often visually stunning olished silver
B-17s flying sererely in close formation above the clouds.

I recommend it.

There is a British gentleman, Mr Eric Munday, who is euite an
expert on the 15th USAAF and he can be found at the Air
historical Branch, Ministry of Defence, London. Mr FMunday
has been very helpful to us and would be glad to assist.

I await the replies to your July Newsletter with great
interest.

Thanking you once again.

Yours sincerely

James Barker
Researcher "Auschwitz and the Allies"



Dear Mr. Barker; 29 Aug. 1981
Thank you for your letter.

1 inguired at the reunion whether anybody had been to Auschwitz or to
Faradubice. Two of =y friends nulled out lists of their rissions and dis-
ccvered that they had been there, which is of no help. Col. Barnettfs nawe
was in the retired Officers' List until a year ago, Col. 7h illips died over
20 years ago. e have no inforisation yet on rord Lauer or Charles Lawrence
but will keep looling.

lir. 3loomsteln tells wme that the inforiation —=mst be available ixn

Septe 'ber in order to be of use, since the reportorial team will be here in
the U.S. during September. I ar not veins facetious when I say that 50 missions
rather et all junbled ue in the :ind, and unless the flalz or fighters were
esrecially noteworthy one just rioesn't l:ave wuachh to renember.

So{ fellows, if vou have any infornation on the Auschwitz mission of Aaug.
20, 19lu: please rashy it to the lizw fork Cffice of the B2C. e will anpreciate
a cony for 99BWiIs files.

3est wishes to the 38C
lreorgse

59925 v, 5th St.,
Arlinuton, va 22993
Julyv 27, 1ORL

gear _fleorae,
[o the Juirly vyewsletter, there is

an ingouiry about rviltip o, #hillips hv the
39C correspondent,

Astter the war, 1 had becen
excbanging Christmas cards with 101l notil
he died over 29 vears dZo,

s>orrv | have no good news,

A

prilip J. sSseeney

tq,

. 14 c
2 layne 2%, rroup lldqtre.

Chouibersbury, Jermiylvenis 1721

Tear Ceo:

Thank you for t.e infor. ativo l-tter. I vas especially ,(la: to read Gen. Upthe-
crovets letter. I am glad he ic still ~ith us.

I was the Group Communications Officer for most of our stay in Eurcne. “hen the
var '‘as over, 1 returned to the States and iras assi:ned to the Officers Treining
Command in Orizndo, Fliorida.

I au so gla. you are ;etting together a complete roster of tise Group.

Here arc the names zn.a a’'dresses of two men ho were in our ~roup.

(the first name--Philip J. S -eency, is alrcady on our Mny '31 roster.) The second is
John J. Richmeier (45tk Coinwunicationw), 7100 Murphy Court, Cemp Springz, Md. 20030
Best of Luck
Samuzl B. Hess

Dear Samuel,

I unoyr it ;ounds l.ke o broken record, but it briniss back old times, hecriny from
you. Alosg with you, e also a:preciate the fact that Gen. Upthegrove is ﬁoiﬁé
sFrong. e was the best! 7ish he could make it to one of our reanions, (Két to nen~
tion seein, you of'courge, aloni with Phil, and John, naturally!) It is nice that
gzi goste€ ts ggt?le bigger, isn't it? Maybe one of these cays we'll be able to have

“n state mini-reu::lons. In the iseantime, our best to you ud & i i

from Headquarters. see you soon! ’ fhey 7 A5 T B S e
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Dear Georce,

Thanks for your prompt reply. I really enjoyed reading the newsletters and checking
the membership roster. I recognizcd a few nailes on it. Xeally brousht back a lot cf
memories.

I'm enclosing sy membership fee with the hope that you don't get discouraied in
rounding up :.ore members. You are doing a zood job.

Hope to make a convention soon but may have to wait for one on ti.e East coast.
P,S.=-=Ground crew--~.falla ¥alla to end at Foggia 2.

Best Viishes,

Ldward L. Geoffroy S46th
?.0. Box 132 Chesapeae Beach, ¥c.
20732

Dear Edward,

It's like gilding the 1lily, but e arpreciate the fact that you took the time to
write, and notably, that you 'upped' azzin, with the rest of us. e tried our dari-
dest to keep them flying, didn't we: Just like the rent notice--howe to s e you soon!

fhe

Route 1
La Center, dentuclyy  b2056  “4éth
€ .
De?rhgsgrge;tainly enjoyed hcarin. from yeu &snd the ©¢th. I intsn.’ed to write soc..er
but have had a bout with a virus and negletlected to dc so. ) ) i
Glad to cee taat you iave located Gen. Ubthegrove. I was his crew ch}ef durln; s
: 50 missions and hame always felt that the war could l:ae veen shorter if there nad
been more like him. —
George, I have a coyp. of the 99th ~00th issio1 Log in dretty good co¥d1tlon znd
vill ser® it to you if you don't have ome. It wés publishad in Nov. 19/:4.
I oaly have one address that yYou don't have iisted. I belisve you will fin. .lyron
C. Ordway at 327 15th &t., Seal Beach, Calif. $O740.
I von't be able to attcnd the reunion _lanne? for April, but youw have 'y best ‘riches
Ain enclosing check for 310 to use where needed.
Sincerely,
Geor e is. Crice

Dear Geor:ie,

On behalf of George Coen, and all the rect of us '99-rs', it is wonderful to Locr
from you, after all thisc ycars., Sure £o ncre all goes well with you, and yours!

I joined the 99th (347th) in Sioux City, Iowa, in i.ov. of '42, just after you uc
come from zlla ilalla. George, I was down on the line with Hdaters Tech Supply “~hen
we pgot to Navarin, throurh Tortorella, In July of '4iy, I flecw %, mizsions as a
Photogravpher/Gunner. on Ausust 2%, '44, our pilot, “arrcn Christiaason, brou ht beat-
up B-17G 222 home, af{ter e bailed out over ¥ngosleviz (eur tarret was Vie::na, Austric,

Anyhow, George, my voint here is to re;zark that our crc:r had our wvictures taken in
front of :;00d old 'l Diablo', and I heve iy copies to shorr off. That 'ros one hell of
a plane, George, and speaking for myself, I'm sure you Jecervc tire e:izertise due you
for kceping the old bzby _oing. (I'm smeziing of 11 Diablo, of ccursc!)

fe are &ll orou’ of the fact that Gen. JYothegreve was our firet C.C. Repcaber wiwen
he left us? /e all thought he :as _oinz to head a B-2Y outfit, and we ere to Join
aim! Boy, wiat a lctdown that Wwas. Our cains touched our ..weec ns for weel:s!

IH closin: for now, I tried to jet in touch with the Lyron Ordway you entioncd,
in Seal reach--but no luck. I live in Whittier, Calif., whicir is only a.out 20
miles away. Maybe he hos written ou, in tue ueantine, I hoive. Because of hec :le
like you George, Cur raulis are ‘ett.ng larger, so than!'s for getting on board aisailit
fhe



1511 Ogk Leaf Lane
Rissimmee, Florida 22741 S46th
Dear George,

Thank you for the newsletter and info on the 99th. I was in the 99th 346th Sq. I
worked in Comiunications (Radarwan) and did a lot of sgecial services work with Capt.
Trent at Hdqtrs--also worked a iittle bit with Poyes (Porges?)-(first name, George),
and the group ®and. I joized tiae group at Kilmer and went all the wsy with the group.

I remember quite a few of the fellows listed oxn the roster and have sent applications
to three guys I have been in touch with. Bill Fly..n-a pilot, Al liarcisco-crew chief, anc
Bill Brukardt, a mechanic. I'w sure they will sead them in. I*11l continue to look for
rembers of the squadron.

I am not sure yet as to wheti.er I can attend the reunion in Agril, but send me the
stuff anyway and I'll sure try to be there or at a subsequent meeting.

Thonis,
Frank

Dear Frank,
As we are both Franxs', let's be Ernect about this! Ve are glad to have you on this
tour. Keally enjoyed your letter. nope you, and the rest of our old friends wade it
to Rapid City. Many thanks for your cooperation, as we need all the help we can get.
By the way, Capt. Trent and I were sood friends, both in the 347th, and at Hqs. ¥ish
we could track him down as he was one of the best! See you soon at one of our conclaves.
fhe

741 W. Oak St.

Palmyra, Penusylvenia Vierd:) Jubth
Lear Gcorge, ey v s iewn
. P}iase sexd e tiie inforuation regardis ;e 9uth Bomb Group reunion to we held in
Aoril.
) ¥ served as a waist gunr.er on the crew of Walter Moody's 17 7297 and later ,:201. ‘e
joined the 99th at Fogwia, Italy in February 1¢46 as a replacement crew with the 546th
Bomb Sad.

We completed our tcur of missions and returned to the states irn October of 1946.
George A. Dulac

Dear George,

“le note that you <¢idn't ma'ze it to Albuquerque as we heve a list ef course, of those
who did attend, Sorry you couldn't malte it as we had a great time. laybe the Rapid
City reunion? Anyhow, it iz good hearing frow you, and hone you will swe¢ll our ranks.

I ar curious about one thinc, however. You referred twice to the year '1946'? Didn't
you niean '1945', or eveit '1944!', weybe? Cur war, V-E day, was over in May 1945. For
nov, hope all goes well, and that we will see you soon, algo!

fhe

THE COLLINS CASE sl

I his novel Bomber, Len Deighton argues that o World War 11 pilot had o 2% Fram Statisti 7
Chianee ol being chot down on il mission. Su in SO misstons he is “mathe- FYeCqu
matically certain’ to be shet down: 50 x 2% = 100%. Is this a good argument”? P\'.SG”"

¢Hint: To make chance calculations, it is necessary to see how the situation being P
considered rescmbles a game of chance. The analogy here is 1o draw SO times at § Furves
vandom wilh replacement from the box

(-38 carde like thzsej

-~
L Survive | =+ [Surviva | [Shet down | [Shot domnl‘

Surviving SO missions is like drawing the cord “suyvive™ 50 times. What is the
chance'?) -
So
Answer 0.98%°:= 36 %
50 now Yy=u £noco.

The unswers 10 these exercises ure on p. A-46.



3720 East lonterosa St.
Phoenix, Arizona 85013 “L47th
Dear Coen,

Received the 99th BG Newsletter and I must adwit it rekindled wany memorics. Ny
wife and I plan to attend the reunion at Albuquerque having reservatiois at the Four
Seasons.

I was with the 347th Squadron in Foggia during March *44 to August '44 completing
50 missions (34 sorties).

George, I think you are doing an outstanding job keeping the Historical Society
alive and I would like to help support it. Enclosed is my application with my check
of #10. The additional money may be used as our Society desires.

See you at the reunion. Sincerely,

Chet Sieczynski

Dear Chet (Chester),

As we all know, the April affair was a dardb, and it was areal :le¢asure meeting you.
I thought your letter was too good to let slip by. First, because you 'rejoined', but
mainly,as I'm sure we all agree--the comments you made, as regards our hero, George
Coen. He truly is, a Man #orAll Seasons! I'm tryin;, in my own small way, to help
by answering some of the correspoidence. Hopefully, thic #ill take a si.all mieasure

of weight off George's back. I never was a typist, as can plainly be secn, so sle&se
forgive me, one, and all! Anyhow, Chet,jt was a real xick gettin  together with you =11,
after all these years. Hope you wuatie it to Rapid City, elso.

So, for now, Chet---'Bomb Sour', .also, 'liasty Lumbago'. 8y the way, I :iidn't iinow
you were Chinese(?) From one old _47th'er to another---'Gesundheit' for this time.

fhe

3:.3th
z09 Hawtlorne
Burlington, Jasltii tosn QEESs
Dear George,

I was quite i..terested in the 99th 3o:b Croup newsletter. I flew as fli ht ciug@inecer
in the John Bullock crew in the *48th betwveen December 194 and V-% day. I ac: not
familiar with zost of tle verso.is wentioned. I of course reme ber Herb [loldsombeck
and his navigator Kelsey since taey 'rere the lead piloy and nevigator .reny tiwmes when
I flew.

I am sorry that I will not be aule to attend the Albuguerque reunion because ot this
particular time of year I am guite busy until July. I am enclosin; my check for 35

with my application for mimbershixn. sincerely,

Clyde Tuttle

Dear Clyde,

Likewvise,it was aresl vlessure hearin, from you. Thanks for Jjoining, as it is :oiks
like you who ™ill help bring us up to strength, once again. We all !'znow Low it is
with the 'daily srind'-~-but sorretime coon we'll get together. Glad to ear you eniry
the newsletters-—~at least that will ':eev jou in touch. As we all nowv, Cecrie hes put
his heart and soul into this effort for quite some time. Our best to you--iiope to sec
you at one of our 'roundups'! in the ncar future! fue



1620 Caiifornia Ave.
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46805  (347th)
Dear George,

A few 7.e.s ago I was contacted by C.E. ''Sxceter'' Miller, phoning 1ie from kis
nome in Ohio. He told rie of the 99th or£anization and I suppose he forwarced .y
name to you; and that is how I cele to receive a mailing of your news»aper. Thanks
very much for the paper, even though I did ..ot know the people in the articles. I
only served in Africa at Tuwnis, and Italy at Foggia, from Seit. '43 to Jan. Ty,
when I was shot down over Sofia, Buliaria, so I did not 5.t to lc.ow many of the isen
outside my ow:x squadrox, the 347t..

I am real glad to enclose umy checl for membership. Sorry, I can't nake tne April
reunion but wish you a good tiuc and a big crowd.

Sincerely,
Dale E. Shupe

Dear Dale,
vwelcome aboard! As cod ¢ld Geor e ''Tri, cer'' Coen would say---'we necd more good
men like you!' The reunion ¢t Albuqu:crque was a real dandy, Dale, and I was glad to
be able to attend. Sure do iiope Rapid City was a success, alco. Sorry to hear you
boys got znoclied down, but tie important pert is that ;ou iiade it kome. In the wean-
time, taize care, znd oae day soon, we'li ¢ 1l get to,let.er again and swap lies.
Frank H. Englisi (fke) _u47th

125 Beacon Hill
Hot Sprin s, Ariiansas 71%01 _46th
Dear Geor;e,

Enclosed is my ciieck for #10 for 'S1 and '32. May not be able to attend the Alb.
party as I will De moving into our new home at that time, but hope to catci. the next
one. By the by, I noted in DaV the 97th (next door to us et Fogria--aluo a '17 out-
fit), -lans to n:eet in Little xock, in August.

Best Re_aris,
Jir Tho as
Dear Jim,

%zny toanks for your letter, for joising us, znd thie info abouﬁ the 97th. The more
the merrier, as they say! Acong; otiler orcanizations, I too an a 3LV 'llfc?'. Reggru—
ing the 97th, = lot of ».o le ron't realize that they =»ade tie first day’lisht raid )
into Freazice from kn.land “hen tae 8thaiF was for.ed. I was prou’ to be a member of the
Sth ¥ing in kavarin, Oudna, and Tortorella, and of course the_99§§ was the west

Jim, It's :00d to havi you back again--iiope you sicde it te Ramid City, also. Our
best to you, and hope to see you coon t one of our 'stiingiga’.

The
1126 Vlashirgton
Glenview, Illinois 600625 L46th

Dear George,

Was glad to hear from you ond iniormztion on the 99th Bomb G.P. I wss one of the ori-
zinal members of the Z46th Bomb Squadron vhen it was foriied st Boise, Idcho, znd moved
to Walla walla, Jashin.ton. I as chief cler! of overations of the 3!/6th until we re-
turned from Italy in late 1944 ('437). I attended the first rcu.ion i.. Ghicugo, but
tlave lost contact si..ce then,
I have been in touch with a cowus}¢ of our roup a few years a o. ket with walter V. Gadz,
R.U. ,1=Box 212C, VerAdn, .cw Yer.: 13476. lle had the names znd addrssses of a few other
merrbers of the groups Also, 8w Paul Pitch in Peoria, Illinois. I don't znow if you
Lave their names. I do not have raul's address, but he had a meat mar’iet there. If you
write the postmaster there, I am sure they would forward a letter to him.
Since lcavi.g the¢ service, attended liorthrester.. University. As now worki:.. f'or Deluxe
Craft kfg. Co. in Chicago (will snclose my card). An married and aave & son and six
daughters.
I will be unable to attenu tise reunion, es my son is getting married that weekend, but
I sure would like to hear from a.yone from ti.e 346th. Also, if pocsible, to get the
names and addresses of those you might have. :/ilso, would like ary inforiation about
the 99th Historical Society, how to join, etc. Hopge you hawe a surer rcunion and my
best regards to all. .

Very truly yours,

John . (Jack) Field

(1-212) 724-5525
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Jear Jack : .
Beliéve’me, it's great to hear from you, and to hear how well you are doing. (Friends,

Jack is the Sales Manager, Catalog Division, of Deluxe.) I trust by_nOW, Jack, that
young George Coen has sent you an entry blank, or you used the one 1in our nevsletters,
including the other names mentioned, and that by now, you o}d reprobates are members

in good standing (or sitting down, as the case may be!) Incidentally, i§ Chicago, Ill.
part of the United States? Seriously, as one who started out as a 'pencil pusher‘a glso,
T hand it to you, as it took all kinds to make our outfit the best. Thanks for writing,
and if the creek doesn't rise, hope to see you, and all tihe other 'gentleren' at our
next thurrah'. By the way, talked to your daughter, as you 'inow, regarding the datg

you came home from Italy. Didn't you mean 45, OR did you come homg early on ?otatlon,
or points, etc.? Regardless, good luck, and hope to see you soon. ¥then I was in Hdqtrs.

Tech Supply, down on the line, Jzck, I worked with 2.KR. Sorrow, and Jerry «ilson. Does
fhe

that wring a bell?

160@ . Quincy St.
Gaorrett, Indiana  467%3
Mr. Coen,

I can not tell you how honored I am to have received your warm and thou htful letter
My mother cried and I got one hell of a lump in my throat. Seeing you sre formerly
from Ft. Wayne it sounds as if you may usave lnown my fst.er at one time. He would
have been very proud of the 99th's recent activities. I Just wish he were here to
write you himself,

The articles enclosed along «ith my l:tters say te uced at your discretion. I nove
they will be useful in your efforts, I must tiiznk Xir, Stumpf &nd Mr. Mazness for fore
warding my letter. Those gentlemen, along with the 97th BG reunion assoc., are a fine
group of men, also, All of you share a unigque com.on bond, the B-17; a flying fort-_
ress,

Well done from one who enjoys frecedom.

I just wrote those two telling of three other local 7sen who vere involved ith B~171:
One bf them left the same day as Dad for Camp Perry, ®ii. tie went into the mechanical
field and was with the 8th AF., 34th B3. He is Kr. Franklin iiille;azs, Jr. and works
for Conrail along with fLaving a large dairy farm near Avilla.

Mr. Paul Anderson and Mr., Philip Von Derbosch were with the 94th ¥G, . ~%354 sqds.
Mr. Anderson also saw seme action in Xorea. He was a tailgunner and vassed a/ay sev=
eral years ago. Mr. Von Derbosch was a waistgunner and is currently ifayor of Garrett.

Once again I thank you sir for everything. It is a privilege to be able to com u~
nicate with you fine people. May God ble:izs you all. Larry(Larry A. DePew)

(Note of explanation--larry's father, Arthur DePew, deceased, vas a former zemb.r

of the 416th, and joined same at Walla valla on Nov. 12, 1642. He flev combat as a
waist gunner and his first mission was on April 10, 1943, Going by a couny of his
missions that Larry enclosed, Arthur flex his 50th on Cct. 1, 1943. This then, would
be Algeria, and Tunisia. Larry also sent a copy of our first 50 missions, likewvise,
a wonderful thr e column story about Arthur, including his picture in full flight
outfit, that was printed in the 'Garrett Clipper' of Garrett, Indiana.)

Dear Larry,
Every so often, in retrospect, one gets to thinking if certain things (or a thing),

was worthwhile doing. I must say, speaking for myself, and I'm sure, many others in
our Group, after they read your letter, will agree that you certainly take after your
dear father! You, Larry, in your own way, are a hero, just like your Dad was. Not too
many people rememhbher us these days! Your remarks were like the proverbial 'breath of
fresh airt. On behalf of George Coen, and all of us 99'ers, thank you frowm the bottom
of our collective hearts! Thank you also, Larry, for all of the memorabilia. We will
keep same for our 'archives', It would be a real pleasure anc honor to nave you, and
yours, gome to one of our gatherings. The doormat is waiting for your feet to step on!
May God bless you also, Larry. This old world is far richer because of the likes of

people like you! So long for now, but not goodby!

Sincerely, and with Best Regards,

The entire 99th Bomb Group



91 84 Warreg St.
Revere, Mass. 02151 L16th
Pear George:

Jas very pleased to hear of the new organization of the 99th Bomb Gp. I was a a mem=-
ver of tie organization in the 416th Squadron, joining the outfit in Sioux City, Iowa
and stayed until the European conflict ended.

I was in the orderly room and remember many of those who have written letters to you.

I 'zeep in touch with a couple of former members and enclose their addresses so they
:an be added to your master list.

Harold A. Caldwell Teo Treleven
3315 Green Garden Rd. and 122 W, Sidney
Alicuippa, Pennsylvania Kimwerley, Wisconsin SK1%6

My brother was a pilot in the 416th also, but I believe he has written to you pre-

iously.

It will be a pleasure to join the orijanization and enclosed find my check for sanme.
Arnold F. Eydeiberg

zar Arnold,

Along with ~11 the other good men in the 416th, not to 1iention the rest of us from
1e 346th, 7th, and 8th, we are glas you are now one of us, again! %e apvreciate the
iditional names you included. You, sir, are a wealth of information, and wre do hope
sur other buddies will, or have Jjoined. &y tae way, I don't see your brotiiers name on
wr roster? iry and get him on the stick also, 0K? e can't do wattle witnout = full
~¢w! ~eriously, welcome i the main door--iome to see you gll soon &t our next gath-

*in., or suortly thoircafter. Arnolid, to say tie least, we all are ¢la” that i.r. Coen
1s Sotten our outfit off tie giouwn:, a_ain! zle deserves &1l the cre-lit in the world!
fhe

10 GIBSON CT.
TIFFIN, OHIO
44883

11 FEB 81
DEAR GEORGE :

HERE IS SANDY PLAUTZ ADDRESS
SANFORD PLAUTZ
203 STEPHANIE ST,
KERRVILLE, TEXAS

I MAY HAVE SOME OLD ORDERS WITH NAMES ON THEM NO ADDRESS'S
OF 99th CREWS I'LL SEND COPIES IF YOU LIKE,
I HAVE COPIZS OF OME OFP THE REPORTS ON MISSIONS., THRE IS A CHARGE
SEND TO:
GENERAL ARCHIVES DIVISION
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE (GSA)
WASHINGTON DC 20409

COPIES OF 2 MISSION COST 9,60 IN 1977 HAVING TROUBLE WITH ONE

FINGER TYPING, ( é('/l/ééz\

C.E MILLER
416 SQD.
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ROSCOE--J.W. Merritt, better
known as Jake to most Roscoe
regidents, is senior clerk at the
Roscoe post office.

“fhavebeen flying since 1946,
*2 remarked.

Last Agril be fulfilled a dream
hathas withhim for atmost
1Iifetime. He purchased his first
irplane.

Some might label it a vintage
ircraft. It is a 196 Aeronca
‘hief which he purchased from
’amela Barker. What is remark-
ible about the ajrcraft is that it
had been stored since September,
1948 until March of 1977, and it
1ad only logged 189 hours,
“Ihave flown it about 50 hours

ince 8o the tack clock reads 223
oursnow.’’
In 1979 Mrs. Barker married a
1echamic who had done an
verhaul on the machine, instalk
g several new parts.

As far as Jake 1s concerned, the
1ane is like new.

*'1 is just nicely broken in,” he
emarks,

Aeronca Aircraft Corp. of Mid
detown, OH had built the unit.
That firm Is now out of business,
1aving been taken over by
tellanca which has also gone
own the drain,

“They 8till have a
’stem,” he remarks.

ALong Hiatus

For Jake, it has been a long

parts

1 have been flying

inice 1846,” he) “Ldidn’t
i $ar awhile v{lﬁ? g up
The interest in flying com:
enced loug before be

ntrols. He had attempted to
‘otbe Air Cadets prior to W

w11, but be was rejecte
sause he had a “light problem. ™

GETS HIS DREAM—For Jake Merritt of
4
when ne purchased the 1946™

P o] o -

Aeronca Chief behhg% :
"He jolned a flymg club, At it generates 21601

comprised primarily of Roscoe

residents, and in which he had

membership from 1947-55.

The plane m which the groun
flew was an Aeronca ‘‘Champ”
Champion of 1946 vintage.

#That was a tandem job,” he
éaid. “This is a side-by-side.”

As membership in the club
dwindled, hisownership in the old
aircraft increased. but the group
eventually sold the shipin 1954.

Still, Jake's love of being above
ground continued.

He went to Montgomery where
his fondness for the meticulate
Norm Quade, Airport owner,
@rew;andhis enjoymentof flying
and Henny Quade's superde-
Ticious free coffee mcreased as he
took up his r~-found flying career
mis74.

Flew a Cherokee

Until April from his rejuvenat-
ed spirit to_get off the @round he
had been flying a Cherokee Tri-
cycle.

The purchase of the Aeronca,
he discovered, meant re-learning
the differences between the
modern plane and the old Chief.

“q found that I'd forgotten the
difference between flying a tail
dragger and the Cherokee which

rpm's, uses three and a hal
gallons of fuel per hour.

His plane was formerly yellow
with an orange stripe, but'it has
been repainted black. Original
fabric was linen, “doped” and
_covered with nrimer amd paint.
From the windows down it still
has the original fabric, but other
portions have been covered with
ceconite,(plastic).

Has 750 Hours

Jake now has 750 hours of air
tiine, The plane has been in the
air much less time than Jake
despite the fact that he has been
logging plenty of hours since he
purchased it.

He has it stored at Hodge's Air
Field at Rockland.

To modern pilots, the plane
may be “oldfashiooed.” There is
no electricity on it.

Jake uses a hand held radio to
make contact with ground. Cur-
rently the radio is undergoing
repairs, among which are to
install crystals.

Normal radic Iength is 122.8,
but he wants crystals installed
fqr 122.7 for Montgomery Air
Field; 121.5 for emer%ency and

had awheel in front instead of the

His Aeronca is more difficult to
handle. “1'd forgotten what
I knew.”

The plane which he has
purchased Is in A-1 condition Its

air speed of 85 miles per hour at
cruising, 1s slower than that of
moderncraft, he finds that it

ires & i windy
’ tur] neyond
that of pk 't “fly at
greater speeds in y and

more turbulent conditions.

1225 to tune into Russell Hodge's
tr ion system.
Buibetin Board Message

He had been seeking purchase
of a plane for some time, going to
all airports around, including
Sidney, Oneonta and Mont
gomery among others.

“I looked at the bulletin
boards,” he explained. '“That's
where you find planes for sale. I
had completely forgotten Wurts-
boro, but one day I stopped there.
Tacked underneath some others,

+ I found the notice for this plane.'

—

Roscoe, hopes wof owning his own ﬁfa_xle Came true
H

And presto! A brief discussion
with Mrs Barker, and he found
his -love {(pardons to Mrs.

. Merritt, of course).

“My wife doesn't want to learn
howto fly it,” hesaid, “but 1 have
been trying to veach her to land
the aircraft in case I decided to
take a nap or some other such
emergency should arise while
she is fiying with me, and”she
does fly with me quite often.

There were 30 years when Jake
Merritt did not fly, but a man
does not forget the enjoyment of

looking down at his environment.
For Jake, life's gusto is taking off
into the wild biue yonder.

The particular enjoyment is
doing it in something he owns. In
this case it's that sideby-side
Aeronca Chief.

. “And it's just nicely broken
in,” he adds.

‘“Flying is quite an expensive
hobby for an ordinary bloke like
me, so I have plans to try my
hand at aerial photograhy at
some further time. The only thing
I'need now is a good camera and
a few rolls of film, There is a
pretty big demand for this type of
Fictures now days, if I can sell a
ew it will help pay expenses. I
am waiting for one of my weaithy
friends or relatives to donate the
necessary equipment; then I'l} be
in business. While I am waiting I
will Just fly for the love of flying.
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Gentlewen:

I see where you  all had a reunion on April 11.

I an the Sec./Treas. of the POW's that were interned in Ronania. I an
1ways looliing for new =muibers. I have gone through @y roster and piclzed out
all the 29th ien and have included it for your infor:ation. I'm sorry that

I couldnt't nhave gotten it to you sooner.

/e anve been having reunions for ten years and will hold our 1lth reunion
this year in Cherry hill, Ilew Jersey on the 1llith of August.

AS you notice on mr roster, there are sone blanls and tirose are the ones
that I ana looking for. I would appreciate it very wch if you would by chance
have any of their addresses. I sure would lile to have one of your rosters.
It would he nice Lo dake Lo o reunio .s.

Thanis
Roy 3. kiever
),589-G iiorthsice rarkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339

Dear Roy:

JManls vou for the roster, and here is ours in return.

Best wishes,
George

.iello Gewrge:

Jlere's honinsg that this note finds yeu and your faszily in the best of ev-
enyihimy

snclosed vou will find my7 five dollar dues to the )9th liistorical Society.

Jodar I received a letter fro Jalter illukas much to ar surprise. le :wen-
tioned that a navigator »; chenaie of Jaclz Fiepenbausnt, sioux City Iowa, was
part of nis crew. My wife of 36 rears is froi Sioux Cit Iowa originally
anl we were out there l.rinz the Taanksgiving llolidays. I found Jacls's
Zo. in thn telephone Liirect ory but was unable to reaca hia at home. T left
a 1essame for him to call me at my brother-in-law's h ome but rnever received
a call from him. So wmuch for that.

George, Robert L. “Wood Jr., of Arlington, Virgsinia tried to organize a re-
union nere in the East and 1av be in "ossession of other names of the 9)th
thnat yoz2 do not hrave.

I sure <o env’ Tou veople living in the Southwest area, especi ally since
wetve been qaﬂoered b7 a cold and dry winter. I rerzie.aber nlaying sorme base-
ball in Santa Fe, liew !'exico unon =y return to the States 1n,17h ‘as very
i »ressed with the city and climate.

Yoping to lhear from vou again I remain

ZJae 01d Sargs
Carwen P. Reese

Dear Harge;

It is @ treat to hear frow wvou.

/e have lost Jack Fiegenbaui, and we miss old Cactus Jaclz, It is good to

hear that he is still around.

Carmen, we are woriking with Robert lood to bring about that Zastern re-
union Doth lobert and Zd Zawila have israciously furnished their entire

111n" lists and have done a lot to raise the membership to the present
?h3 lembers.

lote taet we nhave set up a llusitelon reunion for next yezr so Fou web-footed
Ymnkees would ot heve to endure the scorchinz sands of Lew liexico.

ilone To see you soon,

sest wishes
George

3 EES 5



Dear ilr. Coen:

Itve been looking for a reunion of the 99th since I left Italy in ecarly
'hS. It's about time. Please sei.d me all the particulars at your earliest
convenience.,

I was in the 99th as an aircraft cmdr. in t4)p and '45 when the 99th was
in Foggia, Italy. I stayed in the Air Force and retired in 196l.
Sincerely
Pebe. Torres.

welcome, Pete, welcome. “ie hope to see wou soon.
salud y pesetas
George
#* i 3*
Dear George,

Saw your recent article rugarding & reunion of the 99th. I would be deli-
ghted to help in any way I can. /e attended one in 1958 »r 9 which we really
enjoved.

If I renember correctly we were in the original 99th and I believe in the
415 sq. together.

regards
Terry Barton

Right on, Terry. And we came back together on the Zmpress of Scotland,
didn't we? hy I haven't seen you since we escaped from Camp Patrick Henry.
Remember when they threw the li.P. guards around us on the docks at kewport
News to keep us frow evaporating, and then lost us in the Arxy systerr? And
the base personnel were lining the road jeering what they thought were new
recruits. They gquieted down when those fighter »nilot llajors at the head of
our line canle abreast of them, but nobody seemed to know what to do with re=~
turnees until we got that Colonel out and over to the Air Base.

Well, Terry, we will be pleased to work with you for a reunion. There cer-
tainly are enough me<wbers in Florida to do it. !'eanwhile there is nothinsg
to keep you fro: having a mini-reunion on your own, and we ill help with that
too.

Best of everything to you
George
i a L
97th Bomb Group Reunion Assoclation

Dear George,
Yie are planning a 97th B.G. second reunion on 10 and 11 July 1981, at
LRAFB and you are invited to attend.

If you recall there was a fire at laxwell AFB in 195h and 20st of the
15th AF Combat F'ilwms burned. I need two or three 30-50 ainute cowbat films
for July showing and I am wondering if you :ight have some to loan me? ‘ould
certainly appreciate--

Hdave many new names and addresses, so we shiould have quite a crowd for
the second reunion.

Take care, don't stumble, and :ay God bless.
Good luck with your reunions-
best regards,
Rag
Sorry we cannot join you in a reunion but we are locked in at LRAF3

Dear Rag; . .
I had been looking forward to meeting you at the Little Roclt reunion,

and had planned vacat ion for that week, but had to sit by the phone‘with
micro-computer at the ready instead. %e got away five days late, which got



L]

us to Rapid City in g ood shape. I must have taken the wrong heading f'ron
South bakota, because we ended up back-packing in ilanitoba, and the Canadian
Postal Service was on strike, else I'd have written sooner. ile were five
weeks on the road:

We did not know until your letter that t he combat records had been burned.

Ped, I haven't gotten much pressure yet for a composite reunion, but
will keep plug ging away.

Best wishes and thanks
George
3 #
.fe have an enlarged Instamatic picture of the April reunion available.
This 5 x 7 snapshot shows 29 of the 99th out by the swimiing pool.
Send $4.00 t o this office.
George

PROGRESS REPORT

liesibership as of 23 Aug 1931 2L9
Have established contact with 172G and li53rd 3G.

Ine IRS requiivs some changes in the by-laws bef'ore they will certify

us as a non-profit organization. e will work it out with the help of Tom
Gamm and 3Bernie 3Barr and will get the necessary paperwork done in good legzal
f'ashion.

ie conied the escape diaries of Lanl and i‘icialr at the reunion, as well
as various news clippings from our era.

FINALCES

Balance ilayl® = 235.27
Bues and contrlbutlons 200,00
Sale of 12/154F Books 5.00

ainus exnenses, ilewslet ter 32562

Balance Aug, 27 4 Bl.65

Jarly payrent of 1932 dues of 210 will be much appreciated. Thanks.

George

BOOK RIVIES
Aphrodite: Besperate lission Jack Olsen Pyramid Books
An excellent account of one of those routine missions where nothing

can go wrong go wrong ... The book is about a plan to load war-weary B-1T7s
with explosives and send them against the Germans, the pilot bailing out
over Zngland. lion-fiction.

TAPS

_ Alfred "Frenciie" liarcoullier. 3)7th. Passed away in 1980 at the family
home in liew !lainshire,

Application for ..embership. %5 for 1931 (Optional-you get 1981

Newsletters)
310 for 1982

Hewme Squadron

Address

City State Zip




NINWETY=AIINTH Bomb Group Historical Society

2908 Aliso Br. NE

Albuquerque, i 1 87110 P

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

PERMIT NO. 388

Albuquerque, N.M,

7.0.Grizzold .
19 ilohican “OV
S}Jxrdinﬁ.a o1 hsLrh.





