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- To _Slay In Europe
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99thBomb Grou
Flies: Two Years

'B:17 Flying Fortresses of Lbe;
oeteran . 99th Bombarraent|
Eroup; by -Lieut:
ant Colonel Raymonud V.9
Schwanhexk, yesterday began
their thind year of operationak
bombing. . . g |
- In two years.df combat fiying
the group hus wlestroyed 460 en-
Jemy pleanes in the air, more
H than any other heavy unit im
i| the Fifteenth Army Air Force,
{{and has the phecomenally low
loss record of .7 percent, based
on 73 bombers lost in more than
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ten- thousand sorties.
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INoted Air Force
Disbanding After
/Glorious: Record . .
- WASHINGTON, July 23—
The Fifteenth Air Force, which

bombed and shot up Germans
trom Africs to the Reich, is end-

seeing ‘action in the Pacific war.

Army sir forces said today,
however, that the Fifteenth is re-
deploying Its men and materiel {a
the United States and to the Pa-
cific for use in the war agalnst
Japan.” At its peak.of operations
(it was activated in November,
1843) the Fifteenth had 90,176
officers and men and aireraft rang-
in€ from B-24s and B-17s through
flighter planes such as P-38s and
[P-518 . | ": | . .
The heavy bombers of the force
dropped a totai of 309,278 tum of
bombs in the European war, 90,~
Di4. on enemy installations in
Italy, 74,211 om Austria and 35~
P37 tops on Germany. Its planes,
|ot"al2 types, used 450,000,000 gal~
lons . of gasoline and expended

ammunition.

The Fifteenth lost more than
2,700 men in action, with another
3,553 wounded and 3,410 of its
sircraft destroyed in combat. It
destroycd 3,946 enemy aircraflt in
the air and on the ground.
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ing its officlal existence without,
Alhwguempse | Tribuse,
Joae 2

more than 25,154,400 rounds of

July, 1981

Published i b1?month1y
Editor, George Coen
Assoc, Editor,F. English
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PROGRESS REPORT
23!, Members as of June 28th.
The Soclety books have been audited by Bernie Barr an d Tom Gamm.
Balance as of May 10,%$235.27
# %
REUNION SCHEDULE
Rapid City, S. Dakota July 17 - 19
Chairman, Mike Yarina, Fairburn S.D. Ph. 605-255-1238

The October reunion will not be held. We Jhst could not get 1t orggnized
at this distance, but that still leaves us 3 meetings for the year.

The reunion scheduled for the South during the. Winter 1s still on, but there
are no further details,

Albuquerque, NM, April 1982, Annual Membership Meeting and Reunion.

* #* 3
Have located a 2nd B.G. contact.
: * 3*
IETTERS

| received the newletters regardings the old 99th. Bomb Group ond was
pleased that you saw fit to send them to me. Unfortunately | was only. with the
99th. Bomb Group, 4léth. Squodron for a short time. | arrived in Jonuary and
was shot down and taken prisoner on February 22, [944 and spent the duration of
the war as a P.O.W. in Stalag Luft | ot Barth, Germany.

| was part of a replacement crew which ferried a new B-I7 over the Southern
route to Foggio, Lt. Henry Schmoltszilot, Gerald Briggs, co-pilot and Lorber os
bombardier. | wras not with my crew when shot down. We were split up for a
few missions at first.and | was with another crew. | cannot remember the pilot's
nome, but the co-pllof was Bemord d_Kyrouac from Chicago and the bombardier was
A.J. Andrzejewski from Dunkirk, NY. All of we officers were at Stalag Luft |,
but the pilot was in anothes barracks from the rest of us so | very seldom saw him,
but the other two and | were in the some barracks and were together for the duration.
| talked to Kyrouoc in the early 50's in Chicago by phone onctime, but other than that,
have had no contact with them.

| will retire from the Postal Service in August and would try to make any re-
unions that the 99th. might have after that. | work in Corpus Christi, but have a
home in Ingram, Texas, a distance of 220 miles. | come home on weekends, so
don't hove much spare time, now, but will when | retire.

| look forward to the next newsletter and all the happenings. Thanks again
for sending me the back copies.

Sincerely

Roland P. Bigley

Hunt Star Rf. Box 2|5-X
Ingram, TX 78025

512 867-5825

Welcome to the Group.



THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION
C. B.S. BUILDING, 2020 M STREET, N. W.
WASHINGT®N, D. C. 20036

TELEPHONE 233 - 2080
WASHIN®TON CORRESIONDENT CABLES: NEWSCASTS. WASHINGTON

June 9th 1981

Dear ur Coen,

I hope this lctter does not exxrive too late for all the details
I have included to miss (,'etti.né; into your forthcordng acsociation Liewsletter,
As I mentloned in our telephone conversation over a week ago, I arn looking
for combat aircrew who served with the 99th Zombardsent Group in the summer
and zutumn of 1944 when it was based with the rest of the 15th US Air Prce's
5th jionbardnent ing arownd Feggia, Italy. I am particularly interested in
talldng to those nembers of your association who took part in the Augnust 20th
1944 nission against the synthetic oil production plant at Oswiecim, then in
Upper Silesia, Gewmany, and now in southern rFoland,

The BBC's intcrest in this very small part of the 99th Bombardment
Group's coidat record steams from the fact that this Cswiecim xefinery wes
situated in the ridile of the infamous Auschwi tw extermination and labour camp
corplex, where over two and a half million people fronm all over German_held
Zurope were done to death by the llazis. The B5C intends te screen a documentary
on the carp at suschwitz (Cstdecin) next year and would hopefully include
testiiony froun any of your association meuwbers wuho paﬁcipated in the August 20th
idssion and ihw would wish to be interviewed on the subject. You may like to
Imou thet the raie ncde a tremendous impact on the inmates who vitnessed it
noxnally, they were not used to seeing the Nazis on the receiving end of the
punishient, ‘

I also enclose a short list of nemes of officers who appeer in

various recoxds. Jhenlidng you and sdghing you a lappy zeunien in JSouth Jakota.

Best .ishes, jg/wéé é@z
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION
C. B. $. BUILDING, 2020 M STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

TELEPHONE 223 - 2080
CAPLES: NEWSCASTS, WASHINOTON
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT

s 0f 99th Lorh. &P

L4-Colonel jazes s. varnett both..£8 00

Colonel roxd J. Lauer

Cattain .bilip L. ihilips - w-2; Headguarters 99th Boub Group

b~igadier-General Charles lawrsnce - Sth pomb., .ing comnancdcr.

ss I ai »ased in London, it soulé be best 1T you contact ny colleagu€

Teter Mzes,whn worls 2t the BoC new York office,if you should hzve

21y Iucl: ith my appeal. His address is:
boC uew York
630 Mi.fth .venue
lew York
wY 10020
rTelephonc: 212 581-7100

Dear Mr. Barker;
As 1 sald during our telephone conversation, the 99th will be pleasad to

cooperate in your work. We have not yet located the four men whom you 1list,
but we hope ta locate them.
Pleasé accept my personal thanks for your fine documentaries.

'%w AIR TRA ".SA

George F. Coen

IOIR THEAN 24,080 TONS of bomdse have been dropped on enemy.

fargets by Plying Portresses of the 15th AAP's §8th Bomb Oroup which,

Jast Saturday began its third ye-r of opemuonal bombing. 'me group,
30w under command of L{.
que, ¥. M., in two years of uwmnt has «festroyed 460 enerny alreraft
i the air, more than any other i5th AAP heavy unit, which added up
% the number knocked out on the ground totais mors than 1.000 Ger-
han planes. In more than 370 missions, the $9th has a loss record of
enly seven-tentha percent. It has earned two Diatinguished Unit Cita-
tions—the first for bombing the Gerbini, 8icily, alrdrome in 1913 and
second for an alack on aircraft at Wiener last

b oot ot o vy X yullaeiant
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Mr.
George F. Coen
2908 Aliso Dr.,Ne,Albuquerque

II\II.BSJ.ABTLIO Pardubice, 16. 6. 1981

Geehrter Herr,

ich arbeite schon zehn Jshre auf dem Buch "Der Iuftkrieg $ber
Ctechoslovakia 1939-1945".Bis heute hatte ich schon fast 60 Studien,
Artikel und Beitriige mit dieser Thematik in verschidenen Zeitschrif-
ten,Zeitungen und Jahrbfichern Publiziert.

Die grdsste Studie mit Titel "Der amerikaniesche Luftangriff
auf Pardubice 24.August 1944" wurde im “"Jahrbuch der Beitrlige der
ostb8hmiachen Archive" /Sbornik prac{ vychodoleskych archivl/,Zand
3/1974/,Seite 141-195 abgedruckt /herausgegeben vom Staatasgebiets=~
archiv in Zsarsk,Bezirk Usti n.Orl.,565 43,Czech./.

Pardubitzer Flugplatz wurde an diesem Tage duchr 167 B-17
Flying Fortress des 5.30omb Wing angegriffen a schwer beschddigt.

An diesem Angriff hatte auch die 99. Bomb Group teilgenommen.Sie
bombardierte den Flugplatz um 13,31 Uhr aus der HBhe 24 000 feet
mit 500 1b GP Bomben .Keine lMaschine wurde verloren.1 Ich bekam

vom Archive der amerikanischen Luftwaffe drei Photo aus dieser

A ktion ANr. 62250 AC -~ 483.Bomb Group,Nr. 62251 AC - 97. Bomb Croup,
Nr. 61936 AC 2.Bomb Group/.leider fA1lt mir Photo der 99. Bomb Group.

Ich interressiere mich um ev. weitere Photo aus dieser Aktion,
un Erlebnisse der Besatzungen und Photodokumen tation dbgf den Luft=-
kridg. 1939-1945.

Kennen Sie mir bzw. etwas amnbieten ?

1/ Siehe auch Zden¥k Bi&{k,Der Angriff auf den Flugplatz-in
Pardubice den 24.August 1944 /Berichte des Klubs der Freunde
flr Pardudbice-Zprivy Klubu ptdtel Pardubicka/ 1975,Nr.2,Seite

v 8=-9,Nr.3,Seite 9-11 und Nr.4,Seite 6-8.
Archivar W
Zden&k Bi&{k

PassZ 60/A {J
530 02 PARDUBICE,Czechoslovsia

Mit Gruss

Archiver Zdensk BICIY
t¥idm Mfru 60/A - Pas4:
530 02 Pardubiee



Herr Zdenek Biclk
Pardubice, Czechoslovakia

Dear Herr B lcilk;

There has not been time to get a translator to write this in German,
so I must use English.

We are printing your letter as recleved, and any of our members who
have pictures taken during the action of August 24 19Ll will then be able
to get iIn touch with you.

With best wislies
George F. Coen
% # n
Dear George;

Please accept my application for membership in the "Ninety Ninth Bombard-
ment Group Historical Soclety". - I've enclosed a check for $10.80. Supely
have enjoyed your newsletters.

I was a pilot in the 3l8th. Seems I can remember some of the names on the
1ist.( in additlion to the names I sent to you ), but am only sure of onel

Bernice Barr flew left seat and I flew right side on the 2 June Ll shuttle
rald to Poltawa, etc.

Some of your comments indlcate you were with the 99th rather early- Africa-
etc.. We arrived at foggla on or about 1 Jan lli and flew 52nd on return trip
from Poltawa ( still with L/C Barr in left seat.)

We were at Kirtland in '45 and again in '51- 26 years active duty and 15
more as civilian in AFCS.

Best to you and yours
Warren "Paul' Hoover, Jr.

Dear Paul;

It was a treat to be present at the reunlon when you stepped up to Bernie
Barr and reminded him of the flight to Poltawa., Nekes 1t all worth while.

Bernle has been both encouraging and helpful, and my thamks to you also,

Sincerely
George
3 #* %

Mr. George Coen:

Thank you for your response to my letter requesting information con-
cerning the 99th B.G.Ass'n. I will be looking forward to more information
concerndng the proposed reunion 11 April 1981.

I read your newsletter with interest and dropped a line to Frank Englisk
because it was such a coincidence that on 16 July 19Ll., the day he flew his
first mission was the same day I and my crew were shot down over Vienna,
Austria and crash-landed In Yugoslavia. I received a fine answer from him
and certainly look forward to meeting him.

Richard E. George

Dear Richard;
It was a privilege to meet you and Frank English both at the reunion.
I heard somebody saying "That must have been your parachute we saw as we
turned off the tarfet".
I became intensely interested In your accounts of escape and evasion
and would 1like very -mch to obtaln accounts from each of you for the filles.
There 1s some interest in the truththese days, and 1t might serve posterity
to have 1t on file.
Best wishes
George
[

The following 1s the story of Kenneth Titus' escape from Vickl during the
rald on Foiigla. That 1s the plane pilctured in our lMarch Kewsletter.
Our thanks to General Upthegrove for the account.
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HRADUWARTERS
NINETY-NINTH B BARDM-NT GROUP (H) ARWY AIR FORCES
0ffice of the Intelligenoce 0fficer

NATOUSA, APD 620
13 November, 1943,

SUBJECT: Nerrative of Escapee T/Sgt. Kenneth 5, Titus, 346th
Squadron, 99th Bomb Group (H)s.

TO 1 Commanding “eneral, Fifth Wing (US), APO 520,

(MARRATIVE AS TOLD TO MAJOR V.E.FAIRBANKS, 8=2)

o had slarled out Lo bomb Lhe marshalling yards at Fugelae (1taly)
and we wore (lyiug lead ship in the swvoond element of the t'irst aquadron
over the targets I was in the top turret looking sheade CQur interphone
had gone out about five minutes before we hit the targete About three
minutes after bombs away. I saw an Mel0S up ahead of the first element.
Ke was above uas. Jle dove down head cn at the first element and osme up
underneath us. He must have shot while he was under uss I saw fire
start on ths right wing near No. 4 engine. I tapped the pilot on the*
shoulder and pcinteds He and the co-pilot started.getting on their para-
ohutee. I had my harness on, but I_hadint buekled the leg atrapss I
.hooked on the ohest paok. I don't emaotly remember how everything happened
because it happened so faate I remewber I got ready to go forward to the
eacape hatch (between bombardier's compartment and ccrokpit)e I saw Lt.
Dickel (cc-pilot) tryirg to get the door opens He had his ohute on.

Lt. Creeden (bombardier) must have passed out beoause he was lying on the
catwalk with Lt. Andrews (navigatror) bending over hime Just then I was
blown out of the eirplane., It must have been an explosion although it
might have baen the airplane breaking ups The next I knew was thst I was
floating down in my parachutes The chest strap =ass up under my armas

and wore off all the skin end hair. No one ahould go on a miesion without
hia harnese on or his parachute on if he ocan put it on in his poation.

We were at 22,600 feet when this happened and it took me 13
minutes to falle I would have enjoyed it if those lag straps had been
fasteneds It waa so celm and peaceful up there floating down. There was
no noises I fell about six miles scutiheaat of Foggias, I got away from
my parachute about two blonka before the Byeties ceme hunting for me. They
oould'nt find me beasuse I hiu in a gully anoasy some bushess Thoy seemed
angry when they could'nt find me and they started machine gunning all the
bushes arvund, They startedfires in the bushes about every $00 feete
I Jjust stayed there in the gully for about six hcurase About four
o'clook I gnt up and started up a azearby road toward Foggiae Crowds of
civiliana came vunning toward me. They had some old rusty knivea and
guna. Each one tried to et a hold on mes Trey apit on mes That was
hard to take. They threw stuff st me too, but Idid'at get hit., Then
the Italian soldiers came and put me in a basement in Foggia o.I didat
have any food or water and they would'at give me any until I told them
I was an Amsrioan officer.
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An Italian of'f'iGe: then questioned mee. HMe siaid he had lived
in America for 14 years. I asked him why he had'nt stayed ihera. He
did'nt answer. After the questioning (details in Paragreph 7, attached
report) they took me to Bari whero I stuyed for 17 days. We had no
blenkets and we slept on the floor. We were fed once a day---water,
macaroni and checse. Thore were 17 American flyiayg offisars thoree I
did*nt get acquain..ed with them. Then we were taken to a priscner cf war
camp about 40 milvs north of Rome. Two of us wers put in wne room for 23}
dayse We were exercised one hour every two days. We had macaroni and
cheese. Aftor that #hey took us to Camp Noe 21 at Cheitl where we were
until Septembur ll. While we were there we heard about. the Armisticee
An RAF offiocer had built a radio set out of parts smug;led into the cerap
by friundly Italian soldiers, When the Armis*ice was announced on September
8 thereo ras & holl of e colobration. ALl the Italisn soldisars just pioked
up” and loft: for Lhekr homos or farmse Thore wias an Americen colonsl in
the ommps His name sonnded like Colaousl Gruere. I don't icnow how he
spelled ite He ordered us nct to escape or leave the camp., I don't
know why, On September 10 some German paratroopers took over the
guarding of the campe We hed set up our own guurd after the Italisns left.

On September 15 we were loaded into trucks and takems to Sulimtona,
Thero must have been about 3500 of us. They sterted moving them out of
Sulmona on trains. They took about 800 a dajy. They said they wero taking
us to Germany. On September 16, 1300 British, Amerioan and Canadian
officers were loaded on a train and we were headed norths Whils we were
at the station a few officers tried to eoscape and they wore shot., They
just dropped their stuff and ran toward some bombed buildings.

There wore 2% of us in the car I was in. It was & good sirzed
stcel freight care I had a hack ssw about three inches long. An Italien
soldier had given it to me. A Lts Southwerd---he was a B~26 pilote--
had . can openeres I don't know what outfit he waus withe At one end of
the car was an air vent whioh osme up from the floor of the oare It had
a steel bar over it and was covered by a strong wire meshe Lte Southward
end I worked for 18 hours uatil we had made mn opening big enouizh to get
throughe The othar ofticers did'nt help us anddid'nt seem anxious to
eacapes I don't think they wanted to escafe.

At Vernona the train stopped at about 2 A.M, September 17. OQur
hole was completed. We(Titue and Southward) climbed down through it and
layed down between the tracks. We had about a foot olearsnce over our
heads. i#e juast stayed thsre end let the truin roll over us. As soon
as it had passcd we got up and ran for cover. 1 don't know if any of
the other officers tried to ssrmape or not although some of them were
getting their stuff together when 1 lefts

That night we slept in a haystack not far from the tracks. At
dawn we went to a neardy farmhouse and got some food. We traded our
uniforms fer civilian clothes. I got an old pair of rubber-tired shoes.
The soles were mede from old automobile tirese I had a black coat and
an cld hats %We hung around Vernona for cne day and then decided to sep-
arate 80 we would'nt both be caught at onoes We figured one of us would
get away, at least,
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I stols a bicycle at Vernona snd 8tartoad out. That was about
4 P2.24e I headed out the main road and went through Mentova and Bologaa.
I slept in another haystack at Mantova. I rode until about nine o'clock
that aight. Leaving Mantova about si# o'olook in the morning I started
out on the main road again. There wore many German soldiers and trucks
moving along the highway, but no one paid any attention to me., I just
rode along in my old clothese At times I caught hold of the German truoks
for a lifts They did'nt even suspect me. I got to Bologna about 10:30
that night and found mnother haystack to sleep in. I stopped at farm
houses and begged food and water. The people gave it to me without troublo
as soon a8 I told them I was an American. From Bologna I followed the
Main road to Riminie At one time I caught the rear end of a truck-trailer
combination and coasted for about 176 kilometors, That was the longest
ride I oaughts Thero I found another heystaok. That is the best place
to sleep---in a haystaoke The bugs are bad and bite pretty hard but it
is warme At times I went into %wwn and drank from the fountains. Mo one
seemed to have any interest in :my oominge and goingse Ma 'be it was
because I was riding a bioycle like nearly everyone else doeas Some of
the farmers were scared they would get caught by the Gerwans if they
helped me, but they did anyway, I did'mt get any of their aamwes. At
Bologna I shavede I left Rimini about eight o'olock the next morning
and headed for Ancona, which I reached about seven o'o3ock that nighte
The Germaans were hauling their supplies end equipment out of Anoona by
truck because the railroads were destroyede I folluwed the coast from An-
conm to Peacara. The railroad was all shot up all the way. There were
about 1,000 dead horses along the trackse Some of them had their heads
or legs stioking out of the carse The smell was pretty bad. The civilians
had evaouated Peacara when I arrived and there were only Germsn soldiers
in the town. A German soldier took my bibycle from me there, Ho stopped
me and pointed to a flat tire on his bisycle and eaid; "Caput." He made
me trade bikes, but he did'nt suspeot I was en Amerisan. He must have
figured I was an Italian farmer end he could'nt talk Italianes I took his
bike and had it fixeds A woman at Bologna had given me 70 lira so I paid
for ite .

I headed for Fossiocesia and then I was stopped by the Germanse
"hey took me and a lot of Italien oivilians and soldiers to dig trenches
und machine gun nestge Evidently they wanted to hold a hill theree We
were forced to work two days and two nights without stopping. We were
given three meals in that time., They gave . us blaok bread, rice, beans
and waters There were about 1,000 Italians workings I got hold of one
Italian soldierand told him who I was. He stayed near me so he could
answer any questiomnse I knew a few worde of Italian so I got bye The
third day we woere there Mitchell bombers oame over and bombed hell out
ouf uss The Germans all ran for bomb shelterse I just walked off down
the valley toward Estonis. The front lines were about 15 miles south of
Bstonia s% that time. There were so many soldiers around I did'nt figure
I could get through so I went to the beech. I found some bamboo poles
about seven feet long. They were about like our fishing poles in fmericae
I bound a hig bunch of them together with some barbed wire I found and
made a rafte Then I got a pnle and fixed up a double bladed paddle. I
pushed out into the Adriatlo about seven o'clock at nighte I atraddled
the poless I took off my shoes and tied them to the rafte

3
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About eight otclook that morning I oame even with the front lines. I
could tell by the sound and flashes. Then the raft sank when I was
about five miles off-shorw. The tide wase going in so I juat kept
afloat and it drifted me ine I wme in“the water all night before on

the raft and all that daye. British destroyers were not far away shelling
the shore. The Germana were shelling backe I tried to attract the
attention of the destroyers, but-no one saw ms, Finally I laaded about
three miles soyth of Termolis I was wsask and cold, but I walked up the sandy
beach in my bar'e feet. My pants were wet and my clothea were all wet, dbut ,
I was 80 happy tole free that I juat busted out singing. It was mcon<
light and I sang as I walked up the beach to Termoli. I found soms British
Englineers and they yzave me some whiskey, oigarets and a bed. ext morning
they took me % Foggime.” I got firat aid treatment there. The places
where I had bean bitten while sleeping in the haystacke were infeoted
end Lhe anlt wator did'nt do any good. Tho rubber-tiraed ashoea had worn
a blister on my righ% foots The big toe was infectede My haunds hea’
blistered so badly from working in the trenches that they also had ®ecome
infeotede The salt water was toughe From Foggie I got an Air Transport
Command airplane to Barie I Jjust went up and asked the pilot where he
was going and got on. At Bari Colonel R.H.Haag of the oavalry gave me
some olothee and a travel order to get to Africas Colonel Aage of the
30let Bomb Group also had escapedes We landed at El Ouina airdrome near
Tunie and I cagiught a ride with a 30lat pilote We landed here at this
base at 4 P.M. November 12¢

At one place a German soldier said he did'nt want to fight but
he feared he would have too They don't have any oigareta and some of
them don't have field bootse They make their own tobaoco out of weeda.
They don't feed good eithers It would be a good idea for any orsw to
learn a few words of the language so if he is forced down over Germany,
Italy or France he oan ask for food and watesro I can't understand some
of the Americsn offioers who would'nt help Lts Southward end I when we
sawed our way out of the box care Anyone should try to esoapes You
can't loses The British and Canadian Red Cross parcels were about all that
kept us from etarving. They had meats, cookies, milk, cheese, raisena
and othier foods The firet letter 1 wrote to my mother I told her to
give §26 to the British Red Crosss The Canadian parcels were the buet
end we used to draw straws to  see who would get theme They ocame about
every two weoks, An English offiocer who had been a prisoner last winter
said that 80 British officers died of starvation at Fossioesia.

I don't know what happerded to any of' the other members of our
crew exoept en Italian officer brought Lte Frank Huntert's Form 1 {log book)
in end showed it to me. Me claimed that they had found nine bodies in
the wreckage of our planes It was Lt. Hunter's book because he had entrica
in there that the Italiane could'nt have ¥nown about, »

VERNON E. FPAIRBAMKS,
Yajor, Air Corps,
3-2, 93th Bomb Gp (H)
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11 Pebruary 1981
Dear George,

Sorry I have taken ao long to reapond to your newaletters.

I have enjoyed them, I had hoped to attend the Albuquerque reunion
but with gasoline and airline costs incrensing, I doubt if I will
be there in body but will i1 apérit,

I had occasion to be in Cairo, Illinoia laat fall and attempted
to contact Thistlewood but was informed he had died acme time ago.
I couldn’t verify thie se hia family had moved to Arkanaaa.

I have been wondering if you knew the origin of the $16th emblem.
The original onea were deaigned by the priasoners at Walla WallaState
Prison, also manufactured by them, In return they were given the
privelege of naming our first two B-17's, Hunk o' Hell and Hell
From Heaven.

I am sending some photoa under separate cover which asome of
the fel¥lows at the reunion might enjoy. Have aome more I will asend
at a later date, Alao I am encloaing my application for duea and
membership, Sorry, I got that backwards. Am sending the duea and
application for membership. I was assigned to the 99th Bomb Gp,
the 3rd of October, 1942,

Thanks again for all the newaletters and please excuea my

typing ae it hae gone downhill considerably in the last 20 yeras,

7

Sincer%% = 4 /BAIL}' fess !

CARL D, MITCHELL
L/C (Ret) USAF
228 Wilder Place
Shreveport, La,
71104
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Dear Carl;
It was good to hear from iou and to hear your volce on the phone. e
missed you at the April reunion.
Ilaybe you can ramrod a reunlon there at Shreveport where more of the
Easterners can attend.
Best wishes
George (aka Trigger ) Coen

99th, Bomb Gp. Historical Society Feb, 10, 1981
2908 Alliso DR, N.E.
Albuquerque, N.M, 87110

Dear Georgs,

Thank you for the 99th. Bomb Group newsletter, It was
very good to know where the many members are now located. It does
seem many of them went back to their home states,

Enclosed is my membership dues. Please note my new address.

I moved from the New Berlin,Wl. address five years ago and purchased

a home in the home town of Waukesha, Wi, at that time. The old address
may have been sent you by Gen.Upthegrove with whom I was corresponding
at the time, He sent me many photos and articles that I made copies of
for a book I was working on, At this time I do plan to make the reunion
in Abuguerque and will bring much of the material and Photos of the
original 99th. Bomb Group.

Very truly yours,

4:‘4\‘—’ %MM

James F., Bruno
1113 Evergreen Dr.

=4, 0 Waukesha, Wi, 53186

Dear James;
Sorry that you couldn't make it to the reunion, and thanks for calling
me.

We are getting inquiries from a number of potentlal historians, about
half of them from Europe, and of course prefer that our history be written
by a genuine G9er.

‘e look forward to meeting you and meanwhile pledge our full support.

Sincerely
George

£ L ] +*

Signor Gaffarelll Alessandro of Viale liantegazza 51 - Rimini, Italy h?o37

i1s interested in personal recollectlons of flight crews referring to w,r-
flights over Northern Italy and especilally over Rimini. Signor Alessandro
has offered to reimburse his correspondentss His letter willl be in the next
1ssue. ile savs " All the inheren t news shall be very interesting for me
(targets, number of' aircrafts engag ed, bomb-loads, f'lizht durations, times
and dates, losses; enexny interf'erence and results of the operati onss. "

Yurg
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George F, Coen

2908 Alliso Drive

Albaquerque, N. Mexico
Dear George,

Can't say I know you by name, only by purpose,

I recelved the enclosed blank applicatlon and am returning it to you,

By my address you see I reside in Watertown, S.D., having returned
here in 1949, married to a Watertown girl, @ Service romance, meeting her
while two squadrons, 347th and the 346th (I may have this last number
incorrect, time does not help tne memory). Squadrons 348 and 416 were
located at the satelite base of Mitchell, S. D,

The squadron's stay in Watertown was during the coldest part of a
South Dakota winter and the only aircraft activity was a CAP Plper Cub
flying communications. The Base at Watertown later became a ferrying stop
for alrcraft being shuttled th;ough Alaska to Russia,

Only two old barracks buildlings sti1ll exlst from the old Base and
these have been remodeled as the alrstrip now serves as the local
Watertown Municlpal Airport and only the older people recall the activities
of WWII.

I have several pictures, one I belleve shows a large repllca of what
was to have been the squadron lnsignia, I'm not sure as to whether or not
1t was ever officlally adopted although some were made up of a colored
tooled leather patch suitable for an A-2 jacket, ubfortpnately I lost mine
in tre shuffle of returning from overseas.

Enough anclent history, you a re the historian...Good Luch!

Sincerely yours,

Harry B. Goose
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Dear H arry;
Welcome to the Group.
Maybe you can work up a Watertown reunion some day.
GFC

#* %
Dear George;

Received my first 99th Newsletter today and certainly appreciated the
information., I would espeelally l1ike to recaive one of the 1lists of 99ers
referred to in your correspondence.

I am a former 3l6th guy was relieved from active duty in '45, then recalled
in '5). I then elected to make a career of it and rema‘ned Air Force until
QPct. of 'T73, when I retired. I then went with Page Airways and stayed until
open-heart surgery forced retirement from there. Now all I do is play golf
and do a 1ittle work around the house.

The Hunter Mentioned in the Foggle raid was Frank Hunter. His co-pilot
was John Wylle but Wylie was shot up over Messina and wasn't on the Foggia
raid.

Keep up the good work
E.L. (Kirk) Kirkendall
Dear Kirk;
The roster 1s becoming a popular item. It 1s now bulky enough to rate
a separate malling.
Best wishes in your retipemenk
3 3 # George

Dear Mr. Coen:

Thanks for the 9Q9Bg Newsletter and the attached
roster. Enelosed is my applieation for membership with
eheak attasghed.

1 was in the 347th from January through August,
194L. oOur Squadron Commander was a Major Sheaffer. Our
medieal offiecer was a Captain Newman and I assume that
he 1s the doetor 1is ted on the roster. Both werevery
fine fellows. The highlight of my tour was partieipating
in the opening of allied bases inside Russia. Went te
Poltava for a we ek, re turned to Foggia and never went
baek to Russia. However, the Eight AF boys begsn flying
into Russia, reloading, then down to our bases areund
Foggla.

Its great to hear from and about the fellows who
served in the 99th. Am looking forward to more,

Sinserely,
W, B. Shaw

LL1 Plymouth Avenue
Winston-Salem; N. C,

hele 2 el
Dear Mr. Shaw;
Welcome to the Group. We hope to meet you at the reunion,
Sincerely,
George
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The recent notice inith e AF Times concerning the 99th Bombgrdment
Gp. was the first I had ever seen of the 0ld outfit. The two newsletters
you sent have been mést welcome. It was nice to read the letter from Gen-
eral Upthegrove and to learn that he is hale and hearty.

I Joined the 99th and was assigned to the J16th Squadron in May of
1943, I had been a B-.25 copilot, lost my tonsils in Marrakesh, and hooked
on as copilot to a B-17 crew enroute to the 99th, Joe Trentadue was the
pillot, Frank May the bombardier, and Jerome Lesney the navigator. Because
I had zero hours in B-17s, I rode along as a f'if'th wheel on several missions
and was given f'lying time to and from the targets. The f'ifth mission I
made was to Gerbini, Sicily on 5 July 1943 and I can assure you that when
I got back safely from that one I wasn't sure that I wanbed to get checked
out in B-17s. But I did, was glad I did, and completed my 50th mission
f'rom Foggla on 28 December 19i.3.

In addition to General Upthegrove, I recogni®e only afew familiar names
on the roster. Doc Beal was our flight surgeon in the 16th and was a good
friend, William W, Henderson Jr. and Danny McDonald { Was sorry to hear
of his death. ) were in the heirarchy with Albert Orance, who was squadron
Commander. Some other people that I ®emember are John Thistlewood, Sidney
Buck, Reynolds Bogglo, and Frank Was. Sorry to read in your response to
Sam Dunn's letter that Frank died.in aplane crash.

Speaking of a history of the "Fighting 99th", does anybody know what happ-
ened to Vernon "Doug" Fairbanks? He had plans to write a book about the
3?th %nd said he was going to give it the title "Hannibals Elephants take

ngs",
All for now, and it's nice to know that an organization i1s in being that
will keep alive our memories of a fine organization.
Best regards,
Bill Osborne

Dear Bill;

Your letter brought back a f'ew memories. You may have spent your first
night at Navarin in our tent. I was Henderson's navigator, and we usually
hosted the new crews. I was the one who always slept on the ground and
kept his belongings on a cot. Somebody told me that "Mongibodo" Boggio
went down in the Pacific af'ter the War. Sure would like to see Jerry Lesney.
Orance died of a heart attack at Thanusgiving Dinner in the 60ts, He hadn't
planned to come to the 1961 Reunion in “hicago, so the fetlows got me to
call him from the Hilton and he did come down. I have always been glad that
1t worked out so, for he died shortly thereafter. Henderson , I am told
got mixed up with the law. He has been seen at Judges' conferences here
and there, but has not otherwise been heard f'rom. Doug has Jjust plain dis-
appeared, Sure would like to hear once more how the 1918 fighters would
break offcombat when their opponent's ammo gave out, and Doug could make
it almost believable.

Welcome to the Club

George
#® 0 # %

TAPS
No casualties this period, thank the Lord.

See you all in Rapid City. MMaybe in Little Rock too.
Af//fte Fran Ko M:n.éer:/v:ﬁ‘ &s Q. /98/

_—

Mama

Nz:;'n ===

C.'ﬁ:} Zr’ Sjﬂdru.
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