9t BOMB GROUP

Vol. 1, No. 1

99th Hits T

r——

Mission Log—=

e ——— e

Air Chiefs Praise
Group Achievement

Prior to press time, the Group re-
celved messages of congratulation
from the following Air Force lead-
ers:

‘Major General Nathan F. Twining,
Commanding General of the 15th
AAF:

"To the 99th Bombardment Group
at the time of their completion
of 300 missions I extend my most
sincere congratulations. Despite
the diverse handicaps that con-
fronted the 99th during the early
days of the war, the shortage of
planes, the lack of spare parts and
the niany other adverse conditions,
the Group continued to strike the
Hun. The 15th Air Foree is proud
of the magnificent record and ac-
complishments of the 99th.”

* L T

Brigadier General Charles

]

the 5th Bombardment Wing:
”It is indeed a pleasure to add
my congratulations to the 99th
“TEBomDArdment Group upgn com-
ietion of 300 combat “wissions
AZaiost the enemy, especlailly since
I hagd the honor of commanding
the Group during part of its com-
bat service.

- The 99th Bomb Group has sus-
tdined an enviable reputation of de-
pendability and achievement. The
ground echelon having established
a record in the care and mainten-
ance of equipment second to none
in the Air Force; the combat per-
sennel a record of sustained opera-
tions of superior caliber throughout
its entirc service in the Mediter-
ranean Theater of Operations.

*The #Wing is proud of you.
Continued success and happy land-

ings!”

* - - -

Brigadier General Charles S. Born,
A-3, 15th Air Force:

My most sincere congratulations
to the 99th Bombardment Group
on the completion of 300 missions.

”As one of the senior heavy bomb-
bardment groups in the Army Air
Forces today, and as a very senior
ou¥it in the European war, you
are to be highly commended for the
outstanding record of your group.”

s % 3 3 @
Brigadier General Fay R. Upthe-
grove, Commanding General, 304th
Bombardment Wing:

”8incere congratulations to the
Ninety-Ninth on the successful
cumpletiont of Three Hundred Mis-
gions in the Theater.

"Starting from scratch a little
over two years ago, when the Group
first hegan to form, you have in-
deed come a long way. As to your
record, it speaks for itgelf, there
{8 none finer anywhere. .

It will always be the highlight of
my iife that I was fortunste enough
to be your first commander; to or-
ganize, train, move ovdi‘seas. and
lead the QGpoup through its first
hun misstons. Having flown
most of my combat missions with
the QGroup, it will ever hold first
place in my affection. Bound up in
this affection are the hardships, un-
certalnties, adventures, and associ-
ations we shared, I owe 8 great debt
to the Group that I can never repay.

"The sturdy, falthful planes, the
fighting spirit of the combat crews,

w.
Lawrence, Commanding General of

COLONEL FORD J. LAUER, Commanding

It is with great pride that I look
upon the record of the completion
of your 300th group sortie. I extend
to you my heartiest congratulations
on this occasion. You can well be
proud of this echievement and
your outstanding record as indi-
cated by the group having twice
been cited for exceptional services.
The heavy destruction inflicted up-
on our enemy both in the air and
on the ground, the destruction of
459 enemy aircraft in aerial com-
bat and of 556 on the ground,
with your own loss of only 61 air-
craft sustained during a year and
eight months of combat operations
is truly a marvelous record.

This achievement could not have

Colonel Lauer’s Message

been possible without the closest
cooperations of each and every
member of the group. The main-
tenance personnel are especially
commended for their constant de-
votion to duty, their ceaseless and
untiring efforts in keeping a very
high percentage of aircraft opera-
tional under adverse conditions,
thereby contributing materially to
the excellent results obtajned. The
368th Service Squadron is to be
commended for its able assistance
toward these efforts.

I am happy to have played a
small part in the operations of such
a splendid organization. I give you
my very best wishes for your con-

tinued success.

November, 1944

—

riple tury Mark

Veteran Fort Group
Logs 300 Missions

Catching the rays of the late afternoon sunlight, on Novem-
ber 20, 1944, 36 B-17s of the 99th Bomb Group peeled off and
landed at their Italian base. The great, silver Flying Fortresses,
led that day by Major Wayne J. Seward, Commanding Officer
of the 416th Squadron, had just completed the 99th’s three hun-

dredth mission.

As Major Seward dropped through the nose hatch of his
ship, after parking it in its revetment, he was warmly greeted by

Two Original Forts
Stll ‘With Group

Adorned with painted bombs;
swastikas, and patched flak hoies,
they stand proudly in their re-
vetments, veterans of many com-
bat missions, the B-17 F’s now used

as transport ships with the 99th.

Stripped of their arms, but not of
their dignity, these aircraft, origi-
nal ships of the original crews
made the Atlantic crossing in Feb-
ruarye 1943

Two of theSe majestic bearers of
il tidings to the Axid are still with
us and perforining perhaps a little
less glorious task than their
younger ’sister soldiers of the
skies,” the G’s, but still serving
ever-loyally the Group which has
cared for them.

The Warrior, or as the records
carry her, A/C number 29474, is
assigned to the 347th Squadron,
snd with Master Sergeant Walter
K. Boothe, crew chief, nuesing her
through her. ills, flew 96 combat
missions. Out of 102 attempts, only
six times did she turn back from
the goal.

Aircraft number 49472, or
Sweater Girl, a 416th ship, got her
name from the voluptuous replica
of femininity which adorns her
frame. This lady of the airlanes
flew 111 missions in combat, a mark
made possible by careful handling
by the crews in the air and by
the ground crew chiefed by Master
Sergeant Chester A. Smiechowski.

Another one of these “Queens
of the Air” is no longer with us, but
one well worthy of mention. Nun-
ber 29513, with 121 missions cred-

(Continued on page §)

Ninty-Ninth Awarded Two Citations

A Presidential Citation, highest
heonor which can be bestowed on a
combat unit, has twice been
awarded to the 99th Bombardment
Group. In two impressive cere-
monies, held on September 27, and
November 7, 1944, Major General
Nathan F. Twinlng, Commanding
General of the 15th Air Force, at-
tached the blue streamers to the
Group Coldrs.

As the squadrons passed in review
before General Twining, there was
snap and precision to the march-
ing, which showed how proud the
men were. With the General on
the reviewing stand, on both oc-
casions, were Brigadier General
Charles W, Lawrence, Wing Com-
manding General, and a former

(Continued on page 3)

99th Commanding Officer, Brig-

adier General Fay R. Upthegrove,

first Commanding Officer of the
99th, now Commanding General of
a B-24 Wing, Colonel Lauer and
his staff, Major Yount, Aide to
General Twining, and our Red
Cross sweetheart, Mrs. Margaret
”"Bea” Risdale.

The 99th earned its first citation
for the work done over Gerbini
Airdrome in Sicily, on July 5, 1943.
Quoting from the Citation, ”...When
it was necessary to neutralize 8i-
cilian based fighters immediately
prior to the invasion, the 99th

Bombardment Group was called:

upon....to attack...and destroy en-
emy fighters and installations on
the south half of the main airfield
at derbini. As twenty-seven B-1Ts
of the 9%th Bombardment Group
neared the target, they were at-

tacked by an estimated one-hun-
dred enemy airoraft...which made
persistent, aggressive and deter-
mined attacks from all angles....in
a furious attempt to break up the
bomber formation. Returning the
fire with devastating effect, the
99th Bombardment Group succesS-
fully penetrated the enemy de-
fenses and dropped 3,240 fragmen-
tation bombs, covering the assigned
area 6o completely that twenty out
of twenty-eight enemy fighters on
the ground were destroyed and
many installations...were severely
demaged. During the beattle with
enemy fighters in the eair, which
continued before, during and after
the bombing run, the Fortresses of
the 99th Bombardment Group took
{Continued on page 8),

#Colonel Ford J. Lauer, the Group

Commander. Cameras clicked,
and congratulations were ex—
tended to the men whoe had
flown that day. In the background
the ever-present ground crews were
already servicing the bombers for
the next day’s operations. Before
the flying personnel had finished
gathering their gear, mechanigs
and armorers and communications
men were mMaking their careful
checks of equipment, and the huge
tank trucks were gassing up the
almost empty tanks of the aircraft,

Target for the historic mission
was the marshalling yards a$
Brno; CzeCkoslovakia. an imporsant
Muk in Lhe’ Caanen HNe of-coms
munications to the Russian front.
Due to almost complete cloud cov-
erage, the target was bombed by
instruments, and returning crew-
men were unable to give any indi-
cation -as to results, although indi-
cations were good that ‘our bombs
hit in the target area.

All the aircraft, which had taken
off that morning, returned safely.
Moderate flak was encountered
along the route, but not one of our
ships suffered so much as a scratch.
As they had for so many missions,
the Luftwaffe fighters stayed away
from our formation, either remain-
ing on the ground, or being off
somewhere else in the blue.

The three hundredth mission -was
completed just a few days short of
20 months after the first mission.
On March 31, 1943 the original air
echelon of the Group bombed Vil-
lacidro Airdrome, in what was then
Nazi-held Sardinia, taking off from
the first of our two African bases.
Since that day our Forts have
ranged the skies over the entire
Mediterranean and central Euro-
pean area, dealing desiruction to
enemy installations in many coun-
tries. Bombs of every type have
been dropped on airdromes, mar-
shalling yards, factories, oil refin-
eries, harbors, bridges, submarine
pens and ordnance depots. Not
content with devastating these
strategic targets, our aircraft have
given vital aid to the Ground
Fopces whenever called upon far
tactical support. Every invasion,
from Sicily to southern France, was
precluded by the work of our Fort-
resses, and tlie hard-pressed Allied
soldiers at Angzio, Cassino, and
other points of fierce German de-
fense were heartened and -helped
by the close support given them by
our planes.

One of the first heavy bombard-
ment groups in the Mediterranean
Theater, the 99th has always been
in the forefront of 15th Air Force
activities. When the Wing of B-1T8
was chosen to fly the historic, fihr@@
shuttle-bombing mission to Rus-
sia, the 99th 'was’picked for the
lead group, and it was a shtp, ple

(Continued on page 8),
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Lest We Forget

Chaplain Harold T. Whitlock

Two years ago we suffered our first fataiity in this group.
The shock of that crew’s death was deeply felt. How fortunate
we were that only one crew was lost in training. And our good
fortune has continued throughout nineteen months of combat
fiving. Losses by death have been remarkably low.

It 1s right that we should pause in this, our proud celebration,
to think for a moment and to say a prayer for those friends who

have not come back and of those who have flown their final
mission.

When they got up at "H” hour on that fatal day there was
nothing that marked them apart from the others on the loading
list. They were ordinary fellows lide the rest of them, the kind
o men we used to see at ball games and fairs, or in offices,
shops, and churches. Men from all walks of life, of all classes
of society, from every section of our land. Some were tousel-
haired youngsters not yet matured by combat; others were sea-
soned veterans of many missions over unfriendly territory. Not
one of them wanted to die—they had too much to live for, each
had his particular hopes for the future. But they were men in a
dangerous business, trained to do a needed and important job,
and willing to risk themselves to accomplish their“mission. They
were expendable—they knew it—and some were spent.

Someone will speak of them as having ”lost their lives,” but
was it so? They were in a fight to protect and perpetuate things
wiorth more than life, things without which life could not be
worth living. ”’'Tis man’s perdition to be safe, when for the
truth he ought to die.” To that great cause they had given fully
o their time, their thought, their skill, their energy. Can it
then be said they did not give their lives as well?

No life laid down in a great cause is ever wasted. It lives on
F—me ideai they died to maintain. If t¥ieir sacrifics mears any-
thing at all, it means that we, the living, must rededicate our-
se'ves to the future for which they died. The man who can
remember them, and then breathe easily and say, "Let's get
bgck to our former ways; things can go on as before,” is a
traitor to his times and to them. Things must not go on as
peiore. Their giving must not have been in vain. The world
wiich we build will be their monument.

So let us pause and pray: "O God, to all who bravely laid
down their lives grant perfect peace; shelter them forever under
the cover of thy wings; and in thy loving wisdom and almighty
power work through them and us the purposes of thy good
and holy will that men may live in peace on earth and evermore,
Amen”

——

APOLOGIA

The editors apologize for having been forced to amit several items
o’ general interest, and the mention of numerous personnel whose
efiorts have contributed much to the outstanding record of the Group.
Space was at a premium, however. and we found it necessary to elim-
inate several coluinns of copy. We owe a particular apology to the men
of the 368th Service Squadron for having devoted so little space to
their achievements.

|Special Services

Always On Ball

|

{ During 19 mcnths overseas there
‘has been much to te proud of and
'much to be laughed off and for-
igotten in the way of Special Serv-
ice activities. To be forgotten are
the days when at Naverin the Spe-
cial Service Officer had to call the
Photo Section to find out if the
Group would;have “Pierre of the
Plains” that week—or no movie at
all. A man’s social life consisted
of an occasional gin rummy game
by candlelight and vino; sports ac-
tivities usually got no further than
competing with flies for the daily
ration; and, in the way of educa-
tion, a person was doing well if he
had learned to say “combien” when
the occasion :presented itself.

By the tinde we got to Italy trou-
bles had straightened out some-
what, as attested by the campletion
of the great serial "Arsenic and Old
Lace” In the way of athletics,
the only activity going on in the
Wing area was basketball—and the
99th outshone all other groups by
going through the season unde-
feated. They became Wing Champs
after defeating the 82nd Fighter
Group, and went on to cop the Area
Crown by topplibg the 12th Alr
Poree contender-—the 2ist Engin-
eers. Co-mansged by Capt. Scar-
borough, 347th, and Capt. Kirken-
dall, 346th, the team did much to
bring the name of the 93th before
the Air Force sports eyes.

BASKETBALL CHAMPS

While the besketball team was
warming up the Foggia Recreation
Center by their frenzied activity
another project was getting under
way at the muddy base--this one
in the entertainment field. It was
a project which at that time placed
our group high on the overseas en-
tertainment roster—the 99th Or-
chestra. Though its size and qual-
ity has been reduced in the wuast
few months, it was at one time a
14-piece outfit which had an en-
viable reputation throughout Italy.
As attested by many written com-
mendations from ourown Ordnance
Section ®¥ up to Hq. NATOUSA,
they have done a first rate job of
providing entertainment to thous-
ands of servicemen, and have

”BE An

- A cambat mission ynay not be all
beer and skiftles, but the end of
it finds coffee and doughnuts wait-
ing for the returning fliers. After
they have stowed their gear, piled
on the trucks, and have beenr driven
up to answer the probing questions
of the eager interrogators, the tired
crewmen break for “Bea’s corner,”’
where they get the best coffee in
Italy, ard a fistful of crisp, sugary
sinkers.

“Bea,” or Margaret Risdale as
she is formally known but never
called, is in charge of all Red Cross
Clubmobile units servicing the
Wing area, but her heart and her
person are always with the 99th.
Through the heat and the dust of
Africa to the heat and the dust
and the mud and the cold of Italy,
she has sweated out ETA’s, waiting
for her boys to come back. Overseas
as long as apy of us, she looks as
sweet and f as the day she left
the States. Bea hails from Phila-
delphia, which is to the everlast-

Coffee, Doughnuts, Smiles
On Tap In ‘Bea’s’ Corner

ing credit of that feir city, but to
all of us ehe is the kind of Ameri-
can girl we left behind in the ciMes,
towns and hamlets of home,

Anyone can hand out coffee and
doughnuts, but the smile Bea
hands them out with makes all the
difference in the world. As each
man passes her counfer, and ex-
chepges a few words with her, he
feels she bas been waiting just for
him. It's hard enough for a girl
to turn on a stock smile for several
thousarxi men over a period of
meny months, but when she can
make that smile warm and sincere,
she’s tops. That's Beas, the "Sweet-
heart of the 99th.”

On the few occasions when other
girls have substituted for her, the
men have never failed to ask,
"Where’s Bea.’! No slight is in-
tended to the other girls—they’re
all erful—it’s merely the most
sin -$ribute we can pay to our
best friend. Thanks for everything
Bea!

brought much credit and a wide
feeling of good will to our group.
Their Special Musical Revue,
“Caramelli Carnival,” played suc-
cessfully to over 15000 troobs”in
this area. ‘I'wo of their musicians,
Pfc. Adam Kunz and Pfc. Charles
Forte, were featured soloists with
the Kostelanetz Orchestra in its
Foggia appearances.

LEGITIMATE THEATER

Throughout the summer the men
of the 99th, though probakly un-
aware of it, were seeing shows from
a stage with the best outdoor facili-
ties in Italy. Our group was the
only one in this theater to receive
an outdoor performance of "Over
21,” the first legitimate  Broadway
play overseas. The cast and man-,
ager of the play were so enthusias-
tic about the absolute Smoothness
of the production that they made
special recommendations to Thea-
ter Headquarters that our stage
and amplification facilities be used
as a model for standard overseas
outdoor shows. To M/Sgt. George
T. Love and Cpl. Joyce L. Dale
goes the credit for this accomplish-
ment of which our group may be

i | justly proud.

Accredit it to the war weariness,
the invigorating Italian climate,
or just plain horse sense—the men
of the 99th have recently become
education happy. In the month of
November alone the Special Serv-
ice Office processed more Army In-
stitute apd University Correspond-
ence applications than during the
entire period of January through
August this year. Poor classroom
facilities, time, and weather are
working against our plans for in-
{ormal classes. but interest is un-
usually high and prcgress is being
madz. Several hundred texts in
25 different subjects, ranging from
Zrammar to Advanced Physics. are
now being di-tricuted to the eager
students of ”"Sack-Time U.”

| Much to boast about. much to!

2 laueh=sd off, &4t nothing to bc‘l

i : .shamed of.

In a unit which has been in com-
bat over a long period of time, many
men will have performed acts of
heroism, exhibited superb skil),
and shown a devotion to duty,
which has inspired those around
them. The 99th has had more than
its share of heroes, and the Group
is proud of its long list of awards
winners.

Heading the list are five men
who exhibited extraordinary hero-
ism while participating in aeriat
flight against the enemy. To these
men has gone the second highest
honor awarded by our country, the
Distinguished Service Cross. One
man gave his life in winning the
medal, and the award was made
posthumcusly. He was Lt. Thomas
C. Hawke, a bombardier with the
347th Squadron.

On a mission to San Giovanni,
Italy, in July, 1943, Lt. Hawke was
setting his sight on the bomb Tun
when a piece of flak hit him in
the throat. Despite the intense
pain, shock and loss of blood, Lt.
Hawke stayed with his bombsight
and successfully dropped his bombs
on the target. He would not accept
aid until his work had been accom-
plished. He died shortly after
reaching a hospital.

.Lt. John W. Wiley, 347th Squad-
don, was awarded the DSC for the
courage he exhibited on a mission
he flew as a co-pilot. Under at-
tack by enemy fighters, his plane
was badly hit by cannon fire, and
Lt. Wiley was knocked out of his
seat and one arm was severely

wounded and rendered useless. Un-
able to help with the controls, Lt.
Wiley still managed to b'e a useful

Five Winners Of DSC
Top List Of 99th Heroes

crew member. Dragging himself
along the bottom of the cockpit,
he kept feeding ammunition to the
top turret gunner until the enemy
planes had been driven off. Hos-
pitalized for many months, Lt.
Wiley returned to combat and fin-
ished his tour of duty.

In the historic attack against
Gerbini Airdrome in Sicily, which
earned for the Group a Presiden-
tial Citation, obe man stood out
above all the others. The hero of
the day was Staff Sergeant Benja-
min ¥. Warmer, a waist Bunner
with the 348th Squadron. When
the big, blonde sharpshooter had
finished his day’s work, seven Nazi
fighter planes had been shot out.of
the skies by his cool trigger efforts.

Another gunner, Staff Sergeant
Slavomir Nepil, of the 346th 8quad-
ron, was the next man to win the
coveted award. In July, 1944 he
flew on a mission to Ploesti, in his
usual position, tail gunner. Near-
ing the target the ship was at-
tacked by enemy fighters, after it
had been forced to drop out of for-
mation due to engine trouble. Sgt.
Nepil’s arm was shattered by an
explosive shell, and succeeding
shells, ripping into his compart-
ment, threw him about violently.
Despite this, and the intense pain
he was suffering, Sgt. Nepil con-
tinued to operate his guns with one
arm, until they were destroyed.
Retiring from his position, he saw
other members of his ¢rew bailing
out, and he was just able to leave
the ship and pull the rip cord, be-
fore losing consciousness.

Most recent winner of the DSC
was Capt. Warren C. Christianson,

(Consinued on page 8)
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Squadron Short Bursts

346TH STRAFINGS

By Sgt. Frank O'Denneli and Cpl. Joe Coreeran

Lal’s stroll down menary lane and jook back on the light side of the
duye t2at weni b0 make up the 300 miskions just topped off by the group.

i R, srd Arabs sttired in the lstest of matiresy coverTTry and

Sarget-the-time that the veiled Arsd waman "set” down beside Abe Kra-
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Ccup of beexr.
Ab, Navarin!
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Parkman, Anderson, Jones and Hardrock went into the engineer-
while the more mercenary members of the squadron en-
the maitress cover industry.
- L Ed
And dust! Remembver when the mess tent blew away, and we had
to open C rations in our tents. Those were the days, days of long PX
limes, with mothing at the other end but Raleigh cigareties,

I’
|

i
:

of woy

;

at Navarin that Pancho Montenez made the rank of cor-
2et his own record by holding it for one consecutive week.

1)
i

Remembey the nose-lifting

back to his plane and safety.

o get
It was

mark in migcions.

onoe

was an homor guard, Byron was heard to say that he was highly

off because the General didn't recognize him. The beef at this barbeque
was definitely of the African variety, or maybe they should have killed

the steer before they served It.

It wouid be difficult to describe our arrival in Italy, because one-third
of the sguedron came by boat, one-third flew, and the remaining third

»-ADd many times we would thirstily watch Art Levins and Chuck
Mifhr, tufpsing acrem the field, bound for the Prench Canteen and a

Guaint Navarin! OUR Navarin! It was our own litile
because no ong else would take it It was here that
Brogun made history when he sald, "On the boat I was nervous and
I'm not nervous eny more.” It was here, too, that Joe Asso-
deal with an Arsb farmsr. Joe was to buy & donkey for 100
the farmer’s devghter thrown in. Poor Joe, all he wented
, which was the prettier of the two. And Navarin is where

sourbails, and
Probst. Profitable days too, when we could get three eggs for a
scap, and for five francs one could get a rubdown,
shampoo and a dirty look from the Arab masseur. It was

: ride into Tunis? The cemetery where the
Arsbs half buried their dead? It was in good old Tunis that the price

at this wonderful bese in Tunis that we paissed the century
Keeping in step ‘with our progress was Pancho, who

more roée to the dizzy heights of corporel. This time s definite
change was noticed in Panchb, when he refused to talk to Pfc. Buck
Humbrick. At the barbeque which was held to celebrate the completion
of our first hundred missions, B. C. Ordway, once more met his old
friend, General Doolittle. After the big get-together, at which Ordway
browned

NUMBER mm HUNDRED:

Colonel Ford J. Lauer com-

gratulates Major Wayne J. Seward as L{. Col. Bernice S. Barr
locks on. In the background Maj. Philip M. Philips interro-
gates Capt. George S. Eadie.

Of Life As

capitulated o
the United Nations, and left the

When Romania

- 1Axis fold, last August, Allled fliers
Byren Ordway gave General Jimmie Doolittle a ride to Group in
the German truck, after which the General expressed the fervent wish

who had been detained as prisoners
of war in that couniry were re-
leased and returned fo their units.
44 men of the $9th, who had gone
down over Romanian targets, were
fiown back to a 15th Air Force base
within a few days of the armistice.
These men, prisoners for periods
ranging from a couple of weeks to
almost a year, found they hadn't
been forgotten by their old buddies,
and there were many happy re-
unions.

The trite phrases men use to
cover up their feelings were heard
in every squadron. It was, "Hi,
Joe,” and "Gosh it’s good to see

evidently hitch-hiked, “This latéer section was our adv: jfyou again bo¥,” accyinpanied by
echelon. We were iy impressed upon arriving in y. "Ah,” we(firm handclasps 3 shattering
exclalined. as we stepped down into knee deep mud, "No more dust!”|slaps on the back. Mothing was

For many days after our arrival we could hear the happy laughter and
gay chatter of Libutti, Narcisoo, Panessitti, Lancellotti. Zito, Bellardini,

Passeyo, Aquilino. Azzopardi, Pallerano, and Pappy Rackstraw.

Remember the appearance of Rosy Ryan, decked out in all his
finery, including the fruit salad? . . . The occasional visits of Higlaw,
or should we say George Ardeleau, one of the only members of the
original combat contingent remaining in the squadron. The night
Red Cross gals came out to dance with the boys, and Mr.

:
;

:

I the mess force, really let his hair down and cut a mean rug

At
31
g
§

:

;
i

i
E

themselves
Brock thin

|

that there was a tunnel under the Eng-
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commemoration of our six hundredth mission,

347TH FRAGMENTS

By S-8zt. Arthur White
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amazement and amusement of the men, who thought that
days Wasn't that the night that Col. Wiper drop-
cut Nick Bonfiglio, who was dancing with the cutest
? . .. When Ed Cummins and Charlie Payne entertained
on many occasions . . . When gin and juice

which the Allied Armies would pass in order

36th "CGoebbels” would say, “that's all brother.”
emory Lane, as we have been deing, i has not
to recall to mind all the incidents in our overseas
‘been possible for set down, for posterity’s sake, the
fair shore of the members of our organization. But, |and attributed their discomfort and
e will mention all the names when we write our his-

never forget the night in the Sirocco when Shorty Hoff-
lem than five feet shart, decided to whip Tiny Allen, who was | @
six fest and three inchex tall, ang weighed something over 250 | 3
off at arms length, but Shorty really |

Warden, can very weil tell you. One
out to ane of the planes and started back |
was located. After over an hour | §

too good for the returnees, and the
few days they spent with the Group,
before they shipped for home, were
full of informal parties and amia-
ble jousts with the vino.

Stories were told and retold—
sagas of plunging planes, courage
and skill, self-sacrifice, prison or-
, | deals, lousy food, and all the little
anecdotes which grew out of the
men's adventures. BEach “silk-
cracker” added something to the

camp. Naturally, a few of the
men, being more observant than
their fellows, came through with
some facts about the female of the
Romanian species.

In peneral, the men agreed they
had received [fairly decent treat-
ment at the hands of their captors,

lack of good food-to the meager
supplies at the disposal of the Ro-
manian people. King Michael, de-
scribed as "not a bad guy,” visited
the men and assured them he would
have liked to do more for them,

general picture of Hfe in prison |

Returned POWs Tell Tales

Axis Captives

but that the Dictator, Antonescu,
couldn’t see things his way.

Worse than anything were the
bombings—first the Allied attaciks,
and just at the end a few Naz dive
bombing and strafing raids. The
boys really sweated our planes out,
particularly when the skies were
overcast, and they knew the Mickey
operators were on the job. The
prison camp was situated uncom-
fortably close to some excellent tar-
gets, but luckily no one was hurt
until the Germans dropped a few
bombs in the camp area. The lat-
ter raid saw many of our boys per-
forming acts of heroism, in remov-
ing wounded personnel to safety.
For these acts, they were duly dec-
orated upon their return to their
units.

Cme of the funnler stories ocon-
cerned & crew of apother group,
which had gone down on the shut-
tle mission to Russia. As they were
brought into the prison camp by
their captors, the old inmates
gasped in amazement, not beliey-
ing the evidence before their eyes.
There, in front of them, stood the
new prisoners, and each newcomer
was carrying a B-4 bag. Not know-
ing whether this was now SOP for
all combat personnel, the start of
a new ATC route, or merely & trick
on the part of their Romanian
captors, the veterans set the grape-
vine humming with latrine rumors
until they found out the fruth.

When Bulgaria quit the war, sev-
eral weeks later, a different story
was tld. The nine men who re-
turned to the Group from prison
camps in that country, had no
amusing anecdotes to relate. Theirs
was a straight description of hard-
ship, brutality and suffering—ea
tale replete with the detalls of
beatings and starvation. Men of
the ®8th are still POWs in Ger-
many—let’s hope they too can get
home in the near future.

Brig. Gen. Fay R. Upthegrove, First Group Commander

99th Pilot Spends
Week With 5th Army

not “just ancther junior birdman'

Comparing both modes of war-
fare, Lt. Buffalo said, "As far as
danger is concerned, I'd say ii's
about fifty-fifty, but life is much
'rougher’ up fromt, Il stick to the
Air Force. When a flier is not on

days on cold rations. I respect the
ground man for his courage and
high morale—I heard wvery little
griping up front, Those boys also
respect the Air Force, and strangely
enough think we are doing more
dangerous work.

"During the time that T was with
the tank destroyer boys, we were
stationed just behind the fromt-
line ¥ry positions, and I got
a chance see some action. I fired
about 40 rounds from the big gun,
and they told me that I hit a Ger-
man strongpoint. What confused
me most, and scared me plenty, was
the sound of the shells whistling
overhead, It took me a few days
before I could distinguish between
the ones from our guns ‘going out’
and the German shells 'coming in.’
The men I lived with could tell
within a few yards where a shell
would land. One night, while we
were piaying bridge, a shell hit
close by, and one of the officers
said, ‘that hit the outhouse,’ and

AIR CHIEFS

(Continsed from poge 1)
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THROUGH THE UNDERCAST: Black smoke billowing up
through the clouds at 20,000 feet, from a favorite target—
Ploesti. Most of the Axis 0il was consumed this way.

e % y : g i

CITATION PATTERN: Under the bomb smoke is the remains of the Wiener Neustadt air- TRAILS NORTH: Planes of the 99th Bomb Group trace a deli-
craft factory, until April 24, 1944, one of the most important Nazi single engine plants. cate pattern in the wide blue yonder.

o
%

SHUTTLE ESCORT: P-51s of the famous ”Checker-Tail” Group led their big brothers on
the historic mission to Russia last June giving the bombers protection from the Nazis.

FLAK ALLEY: Heavy, intense and accurate . . . an old story to
the crews who have flown mission after mission over Vienna.

GENOA HARBOR (left), receives the full weight of the

99th’s bomb pattern. On this mission, flown to aid the

invasion of Southern France, the Group was credlited with
destroying at least four submarines.

FOR HEROISM: Maj. Gen. Nathan F. Twining pinning the
Distinguished Service Cross on Capt. Warren K. Christenson,

who brought his Fortress home alone, after the rest of his
crew had bailed out,
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"ENGINE CHANGE: One of the many ground crews deing part
of the every day work which goes on down at ”the line.”

FRAGS ON FRITZ: The south half of Gerbini airdrome is covered by the 99th’s frag pattern,
dropped despite determined fighter attack. For this the first of two Presidential citations.

BATTLE CASUALTY: (Above) men of the 368th Service
Squadron prepare to install a new tail cone on a Fortress
which took a chewing, but came back.

ALLIES: A
99th guest
and a Rus-
sian host
greet each
other over
some gifts
for Adolf.

FUSSIAN BRIEFING: Crews receive instructions for the mission flown
from our Russian base, in a bomb-gutted building,
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life With The 99h
A Hopie And Abroad

On the first day of June, 1943,
at Orlando, Florida, part of the
eguipment was located for a group
which still had no personnel. The
orders for the activation of the 98th
Bombardment Group (H) were cut
and later the equipment was

transferred to MaeDill Field, Fla,|

to Barksdale, La., and to Pendle-
ten, Ore,

It was on the 25th of September
1942 that orders were cut at Go-
wen Fleld, Beise, Idaho, activat-
ing the personnel from the 29th
Bombardment Group of the 2nd
Alr Porce to form about a 20 per-
cent strength of the new group
frdm the 6th, 43rd, 52nd and 411th
8quadrons. These squadrons formed
the nucleus of the 346th, 347th,
348th and 416th Squadrons in that

order.

€olonel Fay R. Upthegrove was
@ealzmated the Group Com-
Col.

detdll and part of the equipment
arrived -and the real work of the
Groitp begen with the arrival of
e rest of the cadre by the end of
#Hr month. Additional ground per-
‘Bomiiel arrived from the Salt Lake
Army Ailr Base Replace-
ment Center in Utah.
‘ the month of October, the
roup received 12 flight leaders

Q

Commander and a model crew fly-
ing each, the minimum number

Brig. Gen. Charles W. Lawrence

was increased during the month
to 10 alrcraft for the Group.

On November 10th four Opera-
tions Officers were assigned to the
Greup from Gowen Field.

because of the poor wea-
thie Group moved from Walla

more aircraft and crews,

as well as aequiring about 75 per-

cent of the ground crew’s total
strength, th® Group, by the 18th
of the month, really became a
working organization.

The Group lost its first crew and
gircraft during an adeident in
training on November 30th when
No. 286 crashed three miles from
the field.

All  the equipment was packed
and ready to go between December
31, and January 4, and the ground
echelon entrained midst a driving
snowstorm of bliszard proportions
satellite fields- at Mitchell and

the 13th, the combat crews
on leave while the
three,
in some sack time at the

fay1

overseas, the trip via Morrison
Field, Fla., Boringuen, Puerto Rico,
Atkinson Field, Georgetown, Brit.
Guiana, Belem, Brazil, (where a
couple of 348th ships collided and
were held up for repairs) te Yum-
dum Field, Bathhurst, Gambia, and
finally across the Atlantic Ocean
to Marrakech, Morrocco. Three of
the Squadrons proceeded to Oran
and the 347th followed later.

At the La Senia AAB, Algeria,
the crews got final briefing and

Lt. Col. Wayne Thurman

with the various lectures felt
themselves ready "for combat by
March and  two squadrons each
proceeded to the 301st and 87th
bases. After the work was com-
pleted on the Group’s own field
at Navarin, (not far from Con-
stantine) the crews and aijrcraft
moved in.

Meanwhile, the ground crews
still in South Dakota wuntil the
latter part of February, sweated
out the rumored furloughs and
after much ado received a six day
'furlough” withou travelling time
to be taken either at the time of
changing stations from South Da-
kota, to Tinker Field AAB, Okla-
homa City, Okla., or from the
latter base upon  arrival.

In March the Group's ground
men were considered “processed”
and  proceeded to Camp Kilmer,
New * Brunswick, New Jersey, ar-
riving March 19, 1943.

Measles seemed to be the order
of .the days at Kilmer and some
of the barracks were continually
quarantined with that disease,
Hikes, drill, lectures, guard duty,
obstacle courses, calisthenics, and
games, K. P. ete. etc, were sup-
plemented by passes to New York
City and nearby cities and towns.
Finally all was in readiness and
after many restricted periods, the
ground men packed up and en-
trained for Weehawken, N. J. on
the morning of the 28th of April,
1943, Detraining there, the Group
was ferried to Staten Island where
the men and equipment were
bundled and crammed aboard the
U. 8. 8. Edmund B. Alexander,
staying overnight in the docks and
pulling out early in the morning,
the 2gth of April, 1943, (about 19Y:
months ago) and the ground eche-

: lon began to draw its overseas pay.

Limping across the Atlantic
Ocean with faulty engines, the Al-
exander and its very preclous cargo

the convoy and were escerted by
two Navy destroyers which pro-
vided ample protection from the
Ilurking U. boats. A safe landing
was made at Oran, Algeria, at 1930
hours May 12, 1913, and the men
‘were moved to = bivouac area at
LaSenia.

men were visited by members of
the air echelon and learned about
the operations out of Navarin. On
May 24th.the two echelons joined
forces again after a long separa-
tion. The reunion was made pos-
sible only after a never-to-be-for-
gotten 40 and 8 ride in the super
modern, deluxe, stream-lined lux-
ury jobs that the Prench run on
their North African tracks.

The ground crews also learned
about the first 21 missions from
members of the air echelon and a
small part of the dope is this . . .
The first mission of the 98th was
flown. to Villacidro, A/D, in Sar-
dinia, on March 31, 1943, with
Colonel Upthegrove leading and
the largest number of B-17"s to be
in the war to that date, 94,

ER

dropped far behind the rest of| |

At the La Senia base, ground '

until the rumored coming of the
ground men became a reality.
Great celebrations took place as
friends got together again and -the
99th was once more intact so the
war wouldn't, it couldn't, last long.
—The 25th mission was flown om
the last day of May when our
Group bombed the Foggia A/D in
Haly for the longest mission to
date, and the bombs destroyed
many enemy alrcraft grounded on
the field,

Missions, vino excursions, and
the war, all continued during the
month of June. Reports of an ex-
pected Arab uprising had all the
men carrying arms at all times for
a few days, but it proved to be a
dry run and was soon forgotten.

On our 36th mission to Messina,
Sicily, on June 25th, the roughest
opposition in flak and fighters to
that date was encountered, and
though the target was well cov-
ered, the enemy had taken its toll
of 99th men with two killed and
eight wounded.

The next day was a rough one
also, although it was a non-opera-
tional day, as an explosion of 500
pound bombs which occurred as
they were being unloaded from
trucks, caused the death of 16 men

The men were all from the Ord-
nance company and the Service

and critical injuries to four more.|

briefed not to drop any stray bombs
in the area of Vatican City and
other non-military targets and the
mission was highly successful. Two
movie photographers and three in-
ternationally known newsmen made
the flight with the 98th. The news-
men were Raymond Clapper of
the Scripps-Howard papers, later
killed in a crash over the Mar-

|shall Islands in February 1.44, Rich-

ard Tregaskis in the International
News Service, and Herbert Mat-
thews of the New York Times.
Foggia marshalling yards were
the targets for our 56th mission on
July 22, and the Group encountered
severe opposition and lost a crew
and a plane as well as receiving

.| damage to several other aircraft.

Another move was in the wind
in the last week of July 1943, and
as we prepared to move to Tunisia,
reports came through thai Musse-
lini had resigned as leader of the
Italians and we had high hopes of
a quick victory.

By August 6th our new quarters
were well under way and the field

Squadron men who were driving
the trucks.

Colonel Rainey left the Group
on the 29th of June and Colonel
Richard Smith took over the post
of Deputy Group Commander. An-
other old timer in the Group, Ma.
jor Prank Dunnington, S-2 officer,
was also transferred ocut on this
date. .

Dust storms and heavy concen
tration of dust particles on every
object in the area proved to be one
of the greatest nuisances of the pe-
riod. Jiireworks on the Fourth of
July were limited to another ex-
plosion at the Ordnance dump and
@ large fire in the wheat fields
nearby. Luckily, this time there
were no-#£asualties although a great
deal of hard work was riecessary
to quench the fire.

More fireworks and great disaster
occurred on the 5th of July as the
99th attacked airfields at Gerbini,
Sicily. Led by Col. Upthegrove, this
mission number 41, was successful
in the amount of damage done to
the enemy target but it also was
heavy in casualty losses to our
own Group as one complete ele-
ment was shot down. Later on sev-
eral of the men on the crews re-
turned and reported on the where-
abouts of others hitherto unre-
ported. Btaff Sergeant Benjamin
F. Warmer, III, was credited with
shooting down seven enemy air-

2 Z

Col. T. E. Meyer

eraft from his waist gun position
in a 348th ship. The Group later
received a Presidential Citation for
this mission.

On the night of July 9th a spe-
oial invasion mission was pulled to
Sielly and the invasion was made
early In the morning with one
more step taken toward the end of
the war. Missions to Sicilian targets
came thick and fast about this
time and on the 14th of July the
Group flew its 50th mission to Mes-
sina, in Sicily.

The first Allied attack on Rome,
on July 19—mission No. 54 was
flown with the 99th dropping 168

.| tons of 500 pounders on the mar-

shalling yards and rallroad build-
ings in the area. Great care was
taken by the crews which had been

]

v

Lt. Col. James A. Barnett

at Oudna, near Mohammedia, a
few miles from Tunis wasg ours.

From Oudna, our first mission
was to Messina, Siclly, and was
number 615 and we hit the target
well, We brought back three
wounded men, though, so we didn’t
escape unscathed.

The big event of August 14th was
the Bob Hope show at the 30lst
B. Gp. field across the way and
many of our venturous souls went
over the hills to see his troup (of
course Frances Langfogd might
have drawn a few of the wolves—
could be.)

The 99th’s first mission to France
took place on the 17th of August
when the LeTube A/D at Marseil-
les, was smashed and many enemy
aircraft were caught on the ground
with their "flaps down.” Other
damage was done that day to hang-
ars, and ack-ack batteries.

Axis mentors decided to give us
a taste of bitter medicine and al-
most got close enough to us to
give us a scare as thelr aircraft
attacked Bizerte, lighting up the
skies and the ground crews were
made to realize a little that there

§ | actually was a war golng on.

Foggla again was a target for
the 99th on the 25th of August
on No. 66 as we destroyed 41 enemy
aircraft on the ground and 28
others were hit by the Fortresses.
We lost one erew of the 416th how-
ever, and one man ‘in the 348th;

ed, all because of flak from enemy
guns.

Lt. Gen. Spaatz, and Maj. Gen.
Dooliitle were present at the 99th
field to present the Distinguished
Service Cross to Staff Sergeant
Benjamin Warmer for his record
in bagging seven enemy aircraft on
the July 5th mission.

The 348th lost a crew and ship
over Bologna, on September 2nd.
The seventh of the month will be
‘remembered by the same squadron
for it lost a bombardier on that
attack.

The same day, the Commanding
Officer of the Squadron, Major
Warren Whitmore, and his crew,
were on their 50th mission as was
the veteran aircraft No. 404. While
over the target, Major. Whitmore's
ship was hit badly and he couldn't
land it at the base, so as the
ground crews sweated out the
slowly dropping crew members
"chuting” to earth one by one, the
Major kept circling the field in
404 and then balled out himself
with the ship crashing & few miles

'ME factory

was killed and three others wound-|

OK with minor injuries recelved
on landing. ;

The dsy of the 12nd mimfon e
the Frascatl A/D near HRome)
proved to be am historienl eme Im
the cotrse of the war, for Haly was
st the same time invaded sud $he

Misston number 88 was the d8th's
first to Germany «&nd s
near Augsberz wad to
have been the recipient of tha
bombs but an undercast caused the
Group to turn back. Lt. Frinck, 8
416th Bombardier, was credited
with 4 enemy alrcraft, and Staff
Sergeant Warmer got credit for
the 10th of his career. We lost two
crews and A/C and others were
wounded and damaged.
botnbers on the 9th of October aa
Salonika and Larissa had targels
for our bomb loads.

There was little operational ac-
tivity from the 1ith to the 23rd of
the month when ground members
took transports for bases In Italy
and Sicily and the remaining onés
began to wonder what was in fb
wind. The crews with two days ra-
tions and supples followed the

- | ground men. The mission to Wiener

Neustadt was a washout and the

.iplanes and men returned on the
25th. The men told marvelous tales

of the improved conditions in Ifaly

| i compared with our dust hole in

Africa.
Mission number 100 proved to be
an operational flop as far as bomb-

General Spaatz and Doolitile
were present for our celebration of
the 100th mission and though rajm
hampered the fesiivities B didn't
stop the barbeoue and beer party.

Another overnight deal was om
for the Ind of November and with
Sicily as the refueling spot, and
Wiener Neustadt agsin as the tar-
get, the detail was SNAFUED,

On #the 1ith the Growp reached
the latter target and did a good
job on the aircraft factory there.

Col. Peinam b). Glassiord
Deputy Commander

Enroute we destroyed eight enemy-
fighters and lost none.

We had a man wounded and one
killed from the 346th Squadron on
the 18th of November, and on the
18th, Staff Sergeant Streetman, an
aerfal photographer of the 348th
(originally of the 415th), saved a

310th Bomb Group left our field
and some Wellingtons or "Wimpys”
of the RAT dropped In on us.

On the 25th of November came
Thanksgiving Day, and proved siso
to be the biggest and best eating

away. All 11 men on the crew were
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From Walla Walla To Umbriago With

(Continued from Page 6)
ficwn and both ‘ships and crews
atayed overnight st cur new base
tn Italy. It was the site of many
Précked anemy aircreft, and at the
Sate, the base was occupied by
South African units.

The big guns could be heard when
the rest of the 98th arrived at the
new bese, for the front lines
yeren’'t 50 many miles away, and
the nights were at first a little
omiinous._Trips to the Marshalling
Ferds-and vicinity were taken and
1t afforded the crews an opportun-
Sty (o see at ciose range what da-
mege they had wrought upon at
least one of their erstwhile. targets.
Air raid dry hecamne frequent
and es the field really began to
take shape and tents were erected,
and offices set up, the 99th
again prepared to operate from a
permanent base. The first mission
pulled framn the new A/D was made
en December 14, to Athens, Gereeoe.

OB—DPecember 19th Colonel
Charles W. Lawrence suctreded
Col Upthegrove as our
g Offfoer with 14. Col Thurmag
as his Deputy.

The same day the crews had a
pough mission to Augsdberg, Ger-
many, which ooet the lives of two
men, wabnds ¢0 four, and 30 were
Usted as MIA, as well as the loss
of two of our afrcraft. Jerry paid
tn the loes of at least eight fight-
era

On Christmas Duy of 1943, the
Ohristmas parcels to the Axis from
the 98th Bomb Group were to have
been a nice load of bombs delivered
via afr, but aince the weather pre-
vented the crews fram seeing the
targetg, the presents were returned
to the .base for future delivery. &
super-duper Christmas dinner was
cooked for all hands and a large

shipment of maill and packages

eame in to boost the morale of

the men no end. Another happy
occurrence on Christmas Day was
the return of one of the crews that

was lost on the 19th.

All' sweated out the explosions
on the 25th as a landing Wimpy
crashed into a parked one and
fires and” explosions followed thick

and fast.

Another turkey dinner with fix-
in's' topped off the first &w
the new year and everyo
dered just what 194¢ would offer.

January found many improve-
ments in living quarters, if not in
weather, although & fine month

was made operatlonally with 24

misslons completed.

On the 19th and 20th of the
month the Group participated in a
softening up attack on Airdromes

fn and around Rome and our tar~
gets for the day were respectively,
Ciampiano and Contocelle.

These attacks were not without
reason Agvever and on the 22nd of
January the Allles landed south
of Rome and the invasion was num-
ber one topic for discussion.

On tbg 26th of January Lti. Col
Thurman again tesk-wvervommand
of the Gromp when Col. Lawrence
beame cummanda of the BSth
Wing,

January 27th proved a bad day
for thegpth as a Wellington crashed
in the 8quadron area hurting
several men and killing the first
sergeant of that unit, Sgt. Peter
Hurey, dlater tne enlisted men’s
mess hall was named Hurey Hall
in his honor and memory). For
their work in the dangerous sur-
roundings during the accident,
eight men received soldier’s med-
als.

February ushered in a new month
and a new contingent of WAC's to
town. Few of the men were in a
position to make any time with
them lhiowever as the lads stationed
tn town took over pretty quickly.
Not much doing operationally bus
there were some good movies dur-
fng the month to brighten up the
recreational side of the picture.
—O6n—Pebraxry—15th Col. Ford J.
Lager —sssunred command of the
Group, relieving Lt. Col Thurman

) £ 25th provided ms with
a fMine
burg, Germany, number 136, and
tho target was destroyed with the
loss of four aircraft. We had de-
stroyed 21, probabdly destroyed two,
and damaged one of the enemy air-
eraft in the gevere running battle
with 190 Nazi ‘planes that oocarred
that day.

March found a lot of work being

for the day, Regens-|.

Travel Time

done on the A/C as the insignia
of the yellow diamond which had
carned vs the title of "Diamond-
backs” was outlawed and we had
this replaced by a "Y” insignia.
Our own 98th Bomb Group stage
farmances and it also Played at
other units in the vicinity.

On the 15th Casstno was at-
tacked, a stronghold for the Ger-
mans, and our mission number 161
was highly successful,

We were not too hapby at the
exchange deal that sent our nice
new Gs to the 2nd Bomb Group in
exchange for some pretty well heat
up Fs and rumors flew thick and
fast as to the whys agnd the where-
fores of the exchange.

Members of the 483rd Bomb
In the 416th Squadron srea hurting
Group arrived with new aircraft
(Gs) and were attached to us for
a time awaiting the arrival of their
ground crews. Later on we got
their Gs and they got the Fs that
we had. Our first mission in the
«llver jobs was to Steyr, Austria.

Easter Sunday church services
found bpearly everyone in attend-
ance at one time or another during
the day. A nice, lazy non-op day
was observed on this Sunday holi-
day.

On the 16th of Aprll, Lt. Col
Headrick, our Deputy Commander,
was lost in a raid over Belgrade,
Yugoslavia, as the Group met in-
tense flak.

Cokes put in an appearance on
the 17th and the one per man
was very welcome after near.y a
Year sans coke.

On April 23rd our Group, led by
Colonel Lauer, went to an aircraft
factory at Wiener Neustadt, Aus-
tria, and tossed lethal "monkey
wrenches” into the works; hamper-
ing production of Herr Hitler's
Luftwaffe replacements. Encoun-
tering no little opposition from Nazi
ack-ack and fighters, the Group
received another Presidential Cita-
tion later on for this mission. |

During April we also got another
order on fnsignia and a »Y” on
a diamond background oecame our
desigriation and mark of recogni-
tion.

The Group almost ¢ m.p.ctely de-
stroyed the Varese A/C factory on
the 30th of April on'mission No.

-Lﬂhmm we suffered m’e loss of two

A/C and crews and had six wounded
men on the aircraft that returned.

May 13th provided a day for an-
other two missions, as one was
pulled in the morning to the Tar-
quinia A/D north of Rome, and
in the afternoon, the target most
vital at the time was the headquar-
ters of the German High Command
in the same area, and the surround-
ings received a heavy pounding
from our missiles.

Toward the latter part of the
month there spread many rumors
about another “something big ¢ook-

368th Service Squadron
Has Excellent Record

Overseas since January 1943, the
368th Service Squadron has per-
formed the many duties and details
necessary to “keep ’em flying” for
the 99th Bombardment Group.

Through African dust and Italian
mud the 368th has worked long and
hard to service the Forts, and it has

always ben ready to do more than
is required of a Service Squadron.

Space prevents enumerating the
jobs the men in the Welding Shop,
the Electric, Radio, and Battery
Shop. the Sheet Metal Department,
the Parachute Department, the
Dope, Fabric, and Paint Shop, the
Carpenter Shop, and the Airplane
and Engine Mechanics have done
for the 89th. but the men have
served the 99th in a manner de-
serving of recognition and praise.
A record of which the 99th and
368th may both be proud is that
it has only been necessary for the
99th to salvage six aircraft, a record
no other B-17 Group can claim
. . proof of the work and main-
tenhance of both organizations.
Improvising when necessary, sub-
stituting, requisitioning, and con-
structing parts and materials, to
keep itself a smooth running or-
ganization, the 368th Service Squad-
ron has proven fitself tops to the
men who fly the planes, and to the
men of the 99th’s ground echelon.

ing.” The rumors became fact as
on the morning of June 2nd a mis-
sion got under way and the crews
with new uniforms, coinplet: with
all insignia and stripes, identifica-
tion, etc., bombed the Debrécaen
M/Y in Hungary, and continued
on to a base at Poltava, Russia.
While the men rested, worked, and
spread internatiomal geod will
among the Russlans, those left
behind, sweeted them out, geot
sack time, swimming, etc, and
waited for their return. ‘They pulled
a 'mission from Russia and re-
turned to the Stalin base. Coming
back to our base on the 11th, the
crews told tales of Russian hospi-
tality, of wine, women and song,
entertainment, sightseeing trips.
and, in case we forgot to mention
it, they told about the women of
Russia.

July was another theatrically big
month as Irving Berlin and his
"This Is The Army”, show played
in the Foggia area for a few days
It was also a good month opera-
tionally as we flew 21 missions.

Or the 14th of July, Colenel T.
J. Meyer assamed command of the
Group reclieving Col. Lamer whe
went home on DS. Colenel Meyer
became il and after his transfer
to the hospital, Lt. Col. James A.

Barnett became the Commanding ||

Officer, taking over on the Ist of
August. .

On August 12, 13, and 14, the
Group bombed gun installations on
the northern Mediterranean Coast
and it began to look as though
something big was in the offing
. .. and it was. On the night of
August 14th a pre-midnight brief-
ing revealed the invasion of south-
ern France early the next morn-
ing. For the first time in history
our heavy bombers took off in
darkness and arrived at the beach-
head Jjust before the first waves
of invasion troops swarmed ashore

August gave us a total of 22 mis~
sions and several men returned to
the base after enforced vacatlons
in POW camps in Rumania. They
were released when that country
capitulated to the Allies.

Hitler’s navy received a bad blow
on the 4th of September as we
bombed Genoa Harbor and sub pens
and destroyed at least Itar of the
subs therein.

Major General Nathan Twining,
Commanding General of the 15th
AAF, was on the field on the 27th
of September to present the Group
with the streamer of the Presiden-
tial Citation for its work on the
Gerbini Airdrome on July 5, 1943.
He commended not only the men
who flew the mission but also those
on the ground whose work made it
possible.

On September 22, Colonel Lauer
returned from the States and omce
agaln assamed command of the
Group relieving Lt. Col, Bamett.

Also in the month of September
our Executive Officer, Lt. Col. Wm.
Hampton, a member of the Group
since "way back when” departed
for the USA, as did Lt. Col. Law-
rence Semans, our Operations Of-
ficer. Their places were filled by
Major John A. Sarosy, former
Group Adjutant, and Lt. Col. Ber-
nice S. Barr. Oapt. N. M. Scar-
borough came up from the 347th
Squadron to become the adjutant.

October found the 99th with a
total of 16 missions flown with a
couple ox days being, “double days”,
with "Red” and “Blue” forces go-
ing for different targets. The
seventh provided targets:in Vienna,
Austria, and Nove Zamky, Hun-
gary, respectively. On the 13th,
Blechhammer South O/R, Ger-
many, and the Florisdorf O/R at
Vienna were attacked, in the drive
to cut off Hitler's oil production
and keep his machines inactive.

On the 12th of October, anni-
versary of the day when Italy’s
Chris Columbus is reputed to have
discovered America, the Group flew
mission No. 275 and in direct sup-
port of the ground troops, dropped
a part of the heaviest bomb ton-
nage ever to be released in a tac-
tical operation.

A day and night combination of
a double mission day also tock
place when on the 28th of October,
the Klagenfurt, Austria, aircraft
show ”Caramelli Caravan” pre-
sented on the 14th of March drew

a large crowd at each of its per-

factory, and the marshalling yards
at Munich, were hit.

In November we were agaln
vigsited by Major General Twining
who presented the second streamer
to the unit’s colors as recognition
by the President of work done on
April 23, 1944, at Wiener Neustadt,
Austria. He also presented Cap-
tain Warren Christianson, ef the
347th, with a DSC at the eeremon-
jes.

Our Group's 300th Mission oc-
curred on the 20th of the month of
November, as targets at Brno,
Czechaslovakia were hit. Thus we
start upon another leg of a journey
toward the end of the war and
start another page in the Group
History.

Group's Activity Is
Shown By Statistics

Captein Philip Sweeney of the

Group 8-3 section, Stetistical Offi-
cer, hag unearthed some figures
and facts for our emazement end
edification.
In the 300 missions we have had
8.7146 auUrcraft take off’ on missions
and of these 8,111 have gone over
the target, leaving the remarkably
low number of early retums at
635. Thus each mission we have
averaged sending out 29 aircraft
and averaging only two early re-
turns, with 27 dropping their bombs
on enemy objectives.

These 8,111 asrcraft over the tar-
get have dropped 18,938.14 tons 6f
bombs on enemy targets, or an
average of 63.29 tons pPer mission.
The B-17s most popular bombs
were the 500 pounders as 51,915
RDX and General purpose bombs
of that weight were carried, weigh-
ing 1,270.74¢ tons. Also the 1,000
pounders mxunbering 4,748 and tip-
ping the scales at 2,374 tons were
unpleasant gifts to the enemy.
Five thousand seventy-seven 100

‘|pound Gp’s weighing 253.85 tons

were dropped; Six thousan.. seven
hundred and sixty-eight bombs of
the 250 pound class for a total of
846 tons; 5,572, 300 poundess to-
taling 835.8 tons; 292 bombs weigh-
ing a ton each, busted blocks in
many a district in Nazi-held terri-
tory. More or less as an experi-
ment, 28—1,600 pound anti-person-
nel bombs were dropped—weight,
22.4 tons. Conflagrations were start-
ed by our 552 bombs of the 100
pound incendiary variety, weighing
27.6 tons, and by our 348, 500 pound
fire makers at 87 tons.

Gunners have fired 2,269,343
rounds of ammunition in combat
at 1,954 enemy aircraft and have
destroyed 459 of them, probably
destroyed 96 more and damaged
59 of the 1954. Thus 614, or 31!
percent of all these aircraft en-
countered were at least hit. All of
these were met prior to mission
number 210. The aircraft also' de-
stroyed 556 enemy aircraft on the
ground and only ten of those since
mission number 200.

80 far the enemy hasn’'t done
too well against us (knock on wood
if you wish) as in 300 missions
they have damaged 1,372 of our
A/C by flak, end enemy aircraft
succeeded in hitting 162 of ours.
Enemy action has accounted for
the loss of 60 of our aircraft and
nine others have been destroyed by
other causes, mostly of an opera-
tional nature, since coming over-
seas.

Personnel who have flown with
us, and some who are still flying
with us under the colors of the 99th
total 3,359 men. Nearly one-half of
this nunber, 1,460 have completed
50 missions, and 1,030 are still Ay-
ing with us.

Major Frederick Koehne, Group
Flight Surgeon has also furnished
us with a few pertinent facts and
figures as to personnel in combat.

Of the total of 81,110 man sorties,
only 892 have men with misfortunes
including 88 men killed in action,
251 wounded in action, 216 missing
in action, 97 in Prisoner of War
camps, and 3 interned in. Switzer-
land. 147 more fortunate men have
returned to the base after being
either MIA or POWs. In addition
to the above, there have been 90

(Continued on page 8)

A Salufe To Three
Builders Of The 99th

In addition to the varioug Cam-
manding Officers, who have been
responsible for the success of the
99th, three other officers, who &re
no longer with us, b&ve had major
roles in the growth and develop-
ment of the Group since its activa-
‘tion. They are Lt. Col. Willlam H.
Hampton, Lt. Col Lawrence S.
Semans, and Lt. Col. Verhon E.
Fairbanks.

Cal. Hampton, as Group Execu~
tive Officer, was the administea-
tive bulwark of the Group, working
tirelessly to see the unit functioned
without friction and red tape. He
relieved the Group Commanders
of all the little problems which erop
up from day to day, and he desexves
credit for the emooth way in which
the up functioned on the
ground. Col. Hampton left the
Group in September, on arders tak-
ing him back to the Stateas, where
an important assighment awaided
him.

Lt. Col. Wiliam H. Hampton

Col. Semans began hfs long tour
of duty with the Group as Com-
manding Officer of the 347th
Squadron, takng that unit through
phase training, and leading it over~
seas. Shortly after landing in Af-
rica he was transferred to Group,
and given the highly important
position of Group Operations Offi-
cer. Under his able supervision,
schedules, training programs, com-
bat tactics, ax;d SOP's ‘were estab-
lished, whi¢ uch- #6-raajce
the Group, @ tighit{and effective
combat unit. Col. Sentans put great
stress on safe and intelligent flying,
cutting down on Spafus and help-
ing to make the 99th’s record low-
est on losses, both combat and non-
combat. He, too, left us in Sep-
tember, for a welt deserved fur-
lough in the States.

Lt™Col. Lawrence S. Sem:n;

Col. Fairbanks, (Doug to one and
all), came overseas as acting Group
S-2, but the acting part was soon
dropped, and he became head man
in the Intelligence Section. A vet-
eran newspaper man, he could di-
vorce fiction from fact, and when
he briefed the combat crews, in
the “hour before the dawn,” they
knew they could stake their lwes
on his information. Col. Fairbanks’
light could not long be hidden un-
der the Group’s bushel, and, back
in April, he was called to Wing to
head its A-2 section

Lt. Col. Vernon E. Falrbanks
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Squadron Short Bursts

(Continued from page 3)

long-handied underwear and a fatigue hat, and Germano, tall and
stocky, sported a very loud pair of pajamas. At the same time, the
pltcher for the Whiffles, working very hard to win the ball game,
decided that he too, had too much adormment, so this Pvt. Isaac
*Kansas” Havens, pulled off his coveralls to display another set of
pajamas to match those of Germano. It seems that the Whiffle-birds
were defeated despite the antics, perhaps because of them, and the

WAC’s were triumphant.

REMINISCING WITH THE 348TH

By S-Sgt. Joseph

By S-Sgt. Joseph "Bama” Marshall

It's been a long twenty-six
months for the boys who were
around to form the Three Hundred
and Forty - Eight Bombardment
Squadron, a part of the Ninety-
Ninth Bombardment Group, vet-
erans of many a combat battle.
Statistics show that these veter-
ans of the first cadre, have been
side-kicks to many a Yank who
has come and gone through the
Squadron. Some are back home...
some are seeing action on other
war fronts.

"Bama” Marshall

and pulled all details assigned to
them. They have worked and
pulled together to make the squad-
ron the kind of squadron it is to-
day.

There are others who are un-
sung heroes too . . . the boys who
fly the planes that the ground
crew maintains,. We remember
six-foot-six S/8gt. Ben Warmer,
who made hometown headlines, for
getting seven Axis planes in one
battle . . . and S/Sgt. Allen B.
Huckabee, probably the oldest gun-
ner in the AAF at 44 . . . shot down

Our first leader perhaps stands
foremost upon the minds of the
original gang . .. Lt. Col. WarTen
B. Whitmore . . . one of the best
of flyers . . could dern near
make a Fort flap its wings. Col
Whitmore led us through the
States . . .

Mc:j. Elliott was our second
C. O, followed by Maj. Dayvis,
Capt. Branson, Maj. Murphee,
Maj. Christcnsen, and currently,
Maj. Knepper. Every one of them
equally capable of handling the
job (and fellows ... I'm not using
this as a cue, for I ..n as high as
I can go . .. darn it . . . missing
& helluva good chance here!!!) Of
course, a C. O. can not spend all
his time seeing that things are
being looked after on the ground.
Remember Mitchell, South Da-
kota???

Thus we come to write about
the unsung heros of which there
are many in the squadron, the en-
listed personnel of the squadron.
Their work overseas, could hardly
be surpassed. They have worked
under deplorable conditions . . . in

in Sicily, but made it back with
one of the best war stories. Then
there was S/Sgt. Emmett Worthey
who played his fiddle while Rome
burned .. . and T/Sgt. Vince Laybe,
who spent several months dodging
the Jerries, finally shaking them
off and getting back. And Capt.
Herbert Perry, who did the same
trick. We all remember the story
of Lt. Rohrer when he was shot
down over Greece . . . his heroic
actions with the Greek under-
ground. There was Lt. Ernst and
the majority of his crew coming
back from northern Italy ... and
Capt. George and his crew coming
back from enemy territory after
only three days of MIA, to finish
their missions . . . and go home.
Those are just a few . . . Those
crews who are manning the planes
today are equally heroes.

And thus, as we speed along to-
ward the final goal, we can look
back on many pleasant memories
of the past . . . on the sands of
Africa . . . the mud of Italy ...
the burnt beans in the kitchen .. .
I and the never used foxholes . . .
rain . . . mud. .. dust storms .. ."and be thankful that we made it.

FLAK FROM THE 416TH

By Sgt. Arthur Bassin

Long ago and far away! We wonder if the ”Angel” (Dinan to you)
has caught up with Swingen. If you recall, he was looking all over our
beloved S. S. ALEXANDER. Say, how's about another battle star fot
that boat ride over? Ouch! My back! Sleeping in that stone quarry,
and that horse collar around our necks—blanket roll to "you all.”
Combat is, or shall we say was,” rough! Pup tents comma C rations
. . . Can you imagine our "Hygiene Boy,” Paul E. Cole, with scads and
scads of music roll spread underneath his blankets . . . but if you
remember, we were warned about bringing beaucoups of latrino paper
in our "B” bag if we wanted to be happy overseas.

Ah . . . that wonderful train ride on the 40 and 8 . . . seeing Africa
the hard way . . . Jimmie Kish and Company running from one
"coach” to the other . . . Everyone, including yours truly, had the
Gee-eyes . . . "Do¢” Beal (we all thought you tops, Major!) slipping
the "0il” to the higher echelon . .. Our two-bit lawyer, Warner, stiff
as a board from imbibing too much Vino Rouge . . . Andy losing his
"knap-sack.” Things to see . . . every time our Toonerville Trolley
stopped, half the troeps would run out in search of some giggle water.

ITALY SURRENDERS! . . . Rumors! . . . One couldn’'t hit the
outhouse without hearing the favorite comment, quote when are we
going HOME? unquote . . . Remember, we were having one of our
formations in front of the Orderly Room and Major Weeden let us
have the facts . . . Sure, we all thought it was just a matter of
“sweating out” the boat . . . don’t rub it in, we all make mistakes . . .
Now it can be told ... Pearce, Hamann and Braswell had their "B”
bags all packed!! So, we leave the beautiful city of Navarin (Is he kin-
dia’?) and with it so many of us left charge accounts with our favorite
laundry man . . . That wasn’t really necessary. Heil. I mean, leaving
your serial number and blood type to that Jamouk, just because you
owed him fifty Francs for that last bundle of wet wash! Our three
night prowlers, Immekus, McGinty and Darrow, told us personally

that Setif was Shangra-La to them. They called it Cognac, but me-
thinks it la Femme Jolie!

MEMOIRS OF TUNIS: The time our Squadron Pin-up, Tommy
O’'Shea and his aide-de-camp, Bilinsky, had just one too many in town
... Tommy said the foxhole wasn’t too bad, but he didn’t g0 much for
the PX operator snuggling up “that” close (Bahlinsk,—Pahleese!} ...
How come those two Broadway Ballads, Bassin and Dinan fell into the
hospital together? Who caught what from whom? ... And so, as Fitz-
patrick and his Travelogue would say, "Farewell to Africa! You gave us
llenty of kicks and thrills, but c’est la guerre . . . We must tarry one,
we jokers have to get this thing over with as quickly as possible. Africa
calling Italy ... Africa calling Italy ... Over ... Over to you!”

Spoke to Bobbie Obarr and he reminded me that we got here just
about this time last semester. As if anyone has to remind us about
sweatin’ that line out, that open air serving line . . Herculean Dutch
Reynolds handing out itty bitty olives, Brabham, Gerrol, Higdon, and
"Shoot two bucks” Louls Benos, aside to Sarniak: “Is it true what George
Moore told me, that your full name is Joe 'No Seconds’ Sarniak?” . . .
All the departments then chipped in and four-one-six showed this wing-
eroo Up here what that phrase means, "Keep ‘em Flying!” . .. And never

Overture: and so, another Xmas rolls around, but the melody lingers
on. Up we saared, highes.and higher, tallying up the missions—ten, 20,
80, here we &lt on top—300 misslons! What now, little man? CBI??? ...
Buon fortunal |

English Lads Load
Nickels For Missions

You've seen ’em dashing from one
aircraft to another on the line, or
on the way to and from the line,
and probably wondered if they were
trying to find the Wellingtons
across the strip.

We mean, of course, the British
lads who have charge of the dis-
tribution of the leaflets that we
drop upon the enemy, supplement-
ing the bombs we carry.

That is the purpose of their wild
dashing, to see that the proper
“nickels’ are put in the ships for
the mission. Known as leaflets,

Lt. Col. Bernice S. Barr
Operations Officer

November, 1944

—

Maj. John A. Sarosy
Executive Offioer

nickels, propaganda sheets, and by
various other names, they are the
products of the Psychological War-
fare Branch of the RAF which
works hand in hand with our Air
Force in breaking the morale of the
Axis soldiers.

Using truth as a weapon more
powerful than lies, some of these
“nickels” are accurate news reports
which in themselves, written in the
language of the country upon which
they are dropped, are so different
from the reports of Goebbels and
his crews that they are bound to
cause questioning and unrest
among the soldiers no the other side
of the fence where the grass isn’t
SO green.

Whether it be “Tommy” or "Bill”
or "Scotty” or someone else desig-
nated by his unit, the British lad
who dashes about has a definite,
important purpose in our activities,
in doing his part to finish the war
and go back to the "Isles” as we
want to go back to the USA.

DSC Winners Top
99th Hero List

(Continued from page 1)

a lieutenant with the 347th Squad-
ron when he performed the act for
which he was later decorated. In
Angisbeof this year Capt Chris-
| riansoW. was pilettig sy clement
tead shyp on a mission to Vienna.
On the bomb run his ship was hit
by flak, but he managed to keep
his element in formation, and a
successful pattern of bombs was
dropped. Over the target, Captain
Christianson’s plane was hit again
by flak, and an entire engine was
torn from its mounting. The B-17
was thrown into a spin, but Capt.
Christianson, disregarding his own
personal safety, remained at the
controls, allowing all the other
members of the crew to abandon
the ship. After dropping many
thousand feet, he finally succeeded
in pullifg the ship out of the spin
at a very low altitude. Without
the aid of navigational charts, or
crew members, Capt. Christianson
flew the plane all the way back to
the base, where he made 4 sate
landing despite one useless tire,
loss of an engine, and damaged
controls.

In addition to the five men named
above, many others have merited

Ninety - Ninth

a terrific toll of the enemy planes.
Official approved claims consisted
of thirty-eight fighters destroyed,
eleven probably destroyed, and
one damaged, against the loss
of three bombers. The destruction
of seventy enemy fighters by this
group in a single mission was a
serious blow to the enemy defenses
of Sicily, and played a major part
in setting the stage for the invasion
five days later, By the courage,
heroism and determination of the
air crews, together with the pro-
fessional skill and devotion to duty
of the ground personnel, the offi-
cers and men of the 99th Bombard-
ment Group have reflected great
credit upon themselves and the
Armed Forces of the United States
of America.”

Citation number two was given
for the superb job done on April 22,

STATISTICS

(Continued from Page 7)

operational battle casualties. The
latter figure includes men killed or
vounded w9 onerstional flight, but
not in contact win ine enemy.

The group has flown 144,070 miles
in reaching enemy targets. and our
8,111 aircraft over the targets have
totaled 3,893,280 airplane miles,
averaging 480 miles from the home
base to the target for each mis-
sion. The average time for each
mission was six hours and 29 min-
utes. The total time for the 300
missions is 1,946 hours and 25 min-
utes with the individual plane add-
ing up to some 52,847 hours. With
ten men on each aircraft, this ac-
counts for 523,470 man hours. Thus
if one man could have flown every
position on every ship on every
mission, he would have fiown con-
tinuously for six whole years. What
no rest camp? No furlough?

Thirty-six men have led our
group over targets during our 300
missions. Colonel (now Brigadier
General) Upthegrove led the group
the most times with 47 sorties, and
Colonel Lauer, the second busiest
leader with 27 sorties.

Awarded

Two Presidential Citations

(Continued from page 1)

1944, when the group attacked the
aircraft factory at Wiener Neustadt,
Austria. In the lead of the Wing
formation our ships flew through
highly aggressive enemy fighter at~
tacks, during which Luftwaffe pi-
lots tried desperately to break up
the bomber formation, with rocket,
cannon and machine gun fire, and
heavy, intense, accurate flak, which
riddled thirty-one of the thirty-six
bombers. Despite this, our aircraft
dropped their bombs in a well con-
centrated pattern, scoring many
direct hits, destroying meny build-
ings, and crippling the single engine
fighter production of the enemy at
a most critical period. During the
action five enemy fighters were
destroyed and three damaged on
the ground.

It is fitting that the two men who
have had the longest tours of duty
in command of the 99th, and have
been most responsible for its suc-
cess, should have led the Group on
these notable missions. Brigedier
General (then Colonel) Upthegrove
flew the lead on the Gerbin} mis~
sion while Colonel Lauer led the

Group on the mission to Wiener
Neustadt.

Veteran Fort Group
logs 300 Missions

(Continued from page 1)
loted by our present Group Com-
mander, Colonel Lauer, which set
the pace. Ploesti and Vienna, the
two places which ,have felt the
greatest weight of 15th Air Force
bombs, know well the power of the
99th.

Elsewhere in this paper, statistics
tell the whole story of our activity,
and the records are many and im-
posing. Behind all these figures
lies a human story—a story of men.
Courage, devotion to duty, the
will to win and hard work are those
hard to measure qualities which
have made the 99th a great or-
ganization. Three hundred mis-
sions was ‘not the goal, «nor will
four hundred be—the goal is defeat
of the enemy, and a return to a

better world.

awards, and to date, members of
the Group have earned 8 Legion of
Merit Medals, 29 Silver Stars, 209
Distinguished Flying Crosses, 45
Soldiers Medals, 26 Bronze Stars,
245 Purple Hearts, over 2500 Air
Medals, and innumerable clusters
to the latter.

ORIGINAL FORTS

(Continued jrom page 1)

ited to her, bears the name "El
Diablo.” At present flying General
Upthegrove hither and yon, at a
B-24 Wing in this theater, “El
Diablo” earned the respect of our
former commanding officer who
requested her transfer to %m: "Gelxll_
Upthe 1 knows what "The
Dg%;"gr&v: :;31 he should for he
ferried her across the Atlantic him-
self nearly two years ago.

They have served us well in com-
bat, are serving us as transports,
and may they continue to serve as
they have done, veterans among
veterans.
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AFRICAN BASE: A

n aerial view of our Tunisian quarters
grousd.
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taken on a clear day, when the dust was all on the





